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Have little more to inform the 
Reader, by way of Preface, than 

that I took the following Trea- 
tiſe from the Mouth of the cele- 
brated Profeſſor, whoſe Name it bears 
in the Title, while he dictated to his 
Pupils, of which Number I had the 
happy Advantage of being one; and 
that I have given a faithful Verſion 
thereof. 

The Name of Dr. Alruc i is ſuffi- 
cient to recommend the Work even 
to the moſt eminent of the Faculty; 
who are well convinced from his very 


accurate Treatiſe De Morbis Henereis, 
A 2 that 


Attendance at Court as Phyſician in 
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that he is both a learned and able 
Phyſician. It would be therefore a 
Folly in me, nay it would be an 
Affront to his Character to attempt 
any Encommm on his Abilities, ſince 
his Works ſpeak them; and as it would 
be impoſſible for me to ſay any thing 


equal to his Merit, conſequently I 


ſhould thereby injure the Perſon for 


whom I have the higheſt Regard and 


Eſteem, and to whom I am indebted 
for the greater Part of what Know- 
ledge J have acquired in Medicine. 


Doctor Afiruc has indeed been of- 


ten preſſed to favour the Public with 


a Treatiſe on our preſent Subject, but 


he as often excuſed himſelf by plead- 
ing his Want of Time: Indeed his 
reading to ſeveral hundred Pupils, of 
all Nations, which he is obliged to do 


as Royal Profeſſor at Paris, and his 


Ordinary to the King, are great Avo- 
cations. I had however his tacit Per- 
miſſion to publiſh what I had taken 


In 
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in Short Hand from his Lectures, 
which I have here endeavoured with 
all poſſible Care to ſet in a full and 
clear Light, regarding more the Mat- 
ter than the Diction; if the latter is 
not ſo pleaſing, I am ſure the former 
is very inſtructing; and I believe moſt 
People had rather have their Minds in- 
formed, than barely their Ears enter- 
tained, 
If this is favourably received, it 
may prevail on the Doctor to oblige 
the Public with more of his Works: 
If that ſhould happen, the World will 
be indebted to me for an ineſtimable 
Treaſure, and I ſhall find an unſpeak- 
able Satisfaction in being the Means of 
ſo great Good. | | 
To conclude, as I am confident 
the preſent Treatiſe will meet with u- 
niverſal Reputation and Applauſe from 
the moſt skillful and able Judges in 
the Faculty, ſo I can aſſert, upon my 
own Experience, that the Doctrines 
which it contains have been confirmed 


by 
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by the repeated Succeſs with which 
Daz Aſlruc i is bleſſed” iti his }daily 
Practice upon the ſame Principles. 
Partly, therefore, from my Deſire that 
the World might enjoy the Benefit of 
the preſent Treatiſe, and partly out of 
Compliance with the Requeſt of ſome 


Gentlemen, theſe Fagen come Abena 
hq the: Hands of 
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mani generts, the Diſeaſes to which ſhe is 

more particularly ſubject, ſpring from the 
Lefions of the four principal Functions of her 
Parts of Generation; I - ſhall therefore divide 
the preſent Treatiſe into four Parts. And 1. I 
ſhall begin with Fecundation or Conception, 
it's Conditions and Læſſons. 2. The next Ar- 


] NASMUCH as Woman is Oficina bu- 


ticle will comprehend Geſtation, as it natu- 
rally follows Conception, This will lead me 
to ſpeak of the Nutrition of the Fætus, with 
the concomitant Diſorders, 3. The Time of 
Geſtation being commonly nine Months, the 
Expulſion of the Fztus about that Time, with 


the Accidents of Parturition, will be the Sub- 

ject of the third Section. 4. After Parturition, 

1 am next to conſider the Infant's Nutrition. 
B This 
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This will bring me to diſcourſe of the Breaſt- 
Milk, its Formation, and the ſeveral Altera- 
tions to which it is liable. 

Beſides the foregoing Diſorders, reduced to 
the four already-mentition'd + Claſſes, which 
make the chief Object of this Treatiſe, as being 
more peculiarly incident to Women ; there 
are alſo other Affections, which, tho' obſerv- 
able in Men, yet, as they are ſeated in the 
Parts of Generation of Women, they juſtly de- 
ſerve a place among their Diſorders. Of this 
Kind are the Furor Uterinus, Hyfterick Paſ- 
ion, Chlorqſis, the Inflammation, Abſceſs, Schirrus, 
and Cancer of the Uterus, and its Dropſy in 
Conſequence of the latter. To which add the 
Schirrus of the Breaſts, &c. 


CH AP. I. 
. Of the Kructure of the Uterus. 


HE Parts of Generation in Woman are 


ſeveral in Number, ſome of them exter- 
nal, ſome internal; and they are all ſubordi- 
nate to one principal internal Part, called the U- 
terus. This is that Viſcus, which the Learned of 
all Ages have eſteemed and conſidered as a won- 
der ful Miracle of Nature, not only becauſe of 
its ſingular Subſtance and Structure, but alſo of 
its peculiar Qualities and Faculties. 
The various Læſions of the different Fun- 
tions of the Uterus being therefore the _ 


r 
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of our Explications, it ſeems neceſſary to pre- 


miſe a brief Deſcription of the Fabrick of that 
Organ, in Order particularly to explain the 
Phenomena of the menſtrual Flux. Thus our 
firſt Leſſon will be purely anatomical, and the 
ſecond phyſiolagical. 

All who know any thing of Anatomy are 
equally acquainted as well with the Situation 
as the Figure and Structure of the Uterus; yet 
we ſhall treat of each, in order the better to 
inveſtigate what relates to our preſent Enquiry, 

The Uterus is contained in the Middle of 
the Hypogaſtrium, between the Bladder and 
Inteſtinum Rectum, both which ſerve as Cu- 
ſhions to ſupport it, leſt it might receive Hurt 
by the Hardneſs of the Bones, which form 
that Part of the Trunk called the Pelvis or 
Baſon, and which is broader in Women than 
in Men, that the Womb may have Room to 
dilate and ſtretch in Time of Pregnancy. 

The Bottom of the Urzerus in its natural 
State lies not higher than the Os Sacrum, but 


during Pregnancy it extends, and becomes, of 


a prodigious Bigneſs, ſo that in the laſt Months 
it fills the greateſt Part of the Hypogaſtrium, 
reaching ſometimes even above the Navel. It 
is ſcreened againſt external Injuries by the Os 
Pubis, which is a Fence to it before, the Os 
Sacrum behind, and the Os Ihum and Iſchium 
on each Side, 

The Figure of the Uterus, except in Time 
of Pregnancy, is oblong, ſomething reſembling 
the Form of a Pear, yet not bigger than a 
B 2 Pullet's 
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Pullet's Egg; the broadeſt Portion is termed 
the Fundus, and the narroweſt, the Neck. Its 
Situation is oblique, the Fundus being turned 
backward and upward, and the Neck forward 
and downward, ſo as that the Os Tince may 
be perceived by the Touch. It is alſo inwardly 
hollow, outwardly of a whitiſh Colour, and 
of a pretty ſolid Subſtance, It is a little flat 
before and behind, ſo ſhaped that it may not 
eaſily vacillate, but be the firmer in its natural 
Place. Its Flatneſs may be ſuppoſed to ariſe 
from the Preſſure of the Veca Urinaria and 
Inteſtinum Rectum. 

The Cavity of the Uterus is flat, and re- 
ſembles an oblong Triangle, the ſhorteſt Side 
of which anſwers exactly to the Fundus, and 
the two longeſt Sides lie one on the right 
Hand, the other on the Left, and they are all 
bent inward, or toward the Cavity, formed by 
them. 

Of the this Angles of this Cavity, the two 
which terminate the Pundus, are perforated 
each by a narrow Du, which, with Difficul- 

admits a Hog's Briſtle. The third Angle 
25 a flat Duct wider than the former, 
which perforates the Neck of the Uterus 
length-wiſe, and terminates at the Extremity 
of that Neck, by a tranſverſe Opening. This 
Opening is termed the internal Orifice of the 
 Uterus; and in the natural State, is narrower 
than the Duct of the Collum Uteri, fo that 


only a ſmall Specillum, or Stylet can be paſſed 
through 
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through it; yet it opens and Contracts as Oc» 
caſion requires. At the Edge of this Or:fice 
are ſeveral ſmall Apertures anſwering to the. 
ſame Number of Glandular Corpuſcles, which 
diſcharge a viſcid Lympba. 

The Length, Breadth, and Thickneſs of the 
Uterus in Adults, except in Time of Pregnan- 
cy, is generally about three Fingers Breadth 
in Length, one in Thickneſs and two in 
Breadth at one End, and ſcarcely one at the 
other; yet this Size varies according to the 
Age, Conſtitution, and Diſpoſition of the Sub- 
ject; for in young Maids tis very ſmall in all 
its Dimenſions, and in Women, who have 
their Menſes in great Quantity, and frequently 
uſe Coition, 'tis much larger, than either in 
thoſe who have their Terms in ſmall Quanti- 
ties, copulate ſeldom, or in Virgins. The 
Womb is alſo remarkably thicker in the Time 
of the Menſtrua; for the Blood brought thi- 
ther in Abundance at that Time entring its 
Subſtance, ſwells it, and renders it turgid 
but it grows leſs again as theſe Purgations go 
off. Such as have had Children, have the 
Uterus yet larger than ſuch as have had none, 
and chiefly' when but lately /azd; for at that 
time, the Uterus is filled with a Plenitude of 
Humours, In Women with Child, the Dimen- 
fions and Figure, as well as the Cavity itſelf, 
differ, according to the different Times of 
Geſtation. 

I ſhall not here controvert the different O- 
pinions concerning the State of the Uterus dur- 
B 3 ing 
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ing Pregnancy, viz, whether it grows thicker 
or thinner. The Cz/arean Operation is, if 
rightly attended to, the moſt proper, if not the 
only Means of determining the Controverſy “. 

The Matrix is connected to the ambient or 
collateral Parts, principally by the Help of 
four Ligaments of different Sorts; whereof 
two are placed above, and two below; the 
Superior are formed of a Duplicature of the 
Peritonæum, and are called Ligamenta lata, 
or broad; the Inferior rotunda, or round 
Ligaments. 

The broad Ligaments, or Veſpertilionum 
Alz, ſpring from the Loins, and paſs forward 
to be inſerted in the lateral Sides or Edges of 
the Uterus, a little backward, They hinder 

the Body of the Matrix from preſſing too 

much on its Neck, and from ſubſiding, or Har- 
ing down, as happens when theſe Ligaments 
are too much relaxed through difficult Births, 
or otherwiſe, Tis from theſe Duplicatures 
that Women with Child feel Pains and Laſſi- 
tude in the Region of the Loins; they contain 
the Faliopian Tubes, the Ovaria, and Part of 
of the Spermatic Veſſels, 

The round Ligaments, otherwiſe named by 
Mr. Vinſlou, the vaſcular Cords of the Ute- 
There was lately at Paris a favourable Opportunity of decid- 
ing this Matter. In the Year 1740, the Ceſarean Operation was 
performed on a little gib e Woman, who was then in Labour 
but could not be delivered by the natural Paſſage ; ſhe recovered 
of the Operation, but the Child died ſoon after, The Operators, 
whether through Neglect, Precipitation, or that the Circum- 


ſtance would not permit them, have related nothing deciſive con- 
cerning the Fact. 


rus 
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rus are two ſmall. Faſciculi of Arteries and 
Veins, interwoven and connected together by 
a fine cellular Subſtance, They take their O- 
rigin from the Angles of the Fundus Utert, 
which are two ſmall Eminences called the 
Cornua, or Horns of the Uterus, and where 
they are ſomewhat broad, but grow round and 
taper as they: approach the Os Pubic. They 
paſs out of the Abdomen through the Foramen 
Ovale, or annular Openings of the abdominal 
Muſcles, together with the Production of the 
Peritonæum, which accompanies them, and ſlid- 
ing obliquely over the Os Pubis, and reaching 
the Groins, they divaricate, in Form of a 
Gooſe's Foot, into ſeveral ſmall Branches; 
whereof ſome are inſerted in the Membranes 
and Fat, which cover the upper and interior 
Parts of the T highs. Hence come chiefly thoſe 
Pains and Numbneſs which pregnant Women 
complain ſo much of in thoſe Parts; and which 
encreaſe as the Uterus grows bigger, and riſes 
higher, This alſo makes it ſo uneaſy to Wo- 
men to be any conſiderable Time on their 
Knees ; for their Legs being then folded, they 
pull the Skin of the Thighs downward, and 
conſequently the Uterus; tor the ſame Reaſon 
the elevating the Hands too high, ſwinging by 
them, or bending the Body too much back- 
wards, may be of very ill Conſequence, to 
pregnant Women ; who ought not even to raiſe 
their Hands ſo high as to dreſs their own Heads; 
but, if Neceſſity requires, it ought to be done 
ſitting, 
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The Antients imagined the Ligamenta ro- 
funda were two hollow Tubes, whereby they 
explained Ejaculation of the Semen in Wo- 
men ; but as theſe Ligaments are not tubular, 
and as Women have no Seed, this Syſtem 
falls of itſelf; nor is the Sentiment of ſome 
Moderns more ſuſtainable, in holding, that 
they ſuſpend thr Urerus, and hinder its riſing 
too high; for in pregnant Women they ſuffer 
it to aſcend ſometimes even into the Epiga- 


ſtrium; neither are they ſufficient to keep the 
Matrix from rolling; in convulfive Motions, to 


which it is very ſubject, and which are ſo very 
ſtrong in that Part, that Plato and Ariſtotle, 
ſaid, The Womb was an Animal within an A. 


ni mal. In hyſterick Affections, the Uterus 


moves ſometimes upwards, ſometimes down- 
wards, with ſo much Force and Violence, as 
ſhews that theſe Ligaments have but little 
Power over it; and we ſee that either a grate- 
ful or ungrateful Smell is capable of throwing 
it into terrible Convulſions, notwithſtanding 
all theſe Ligaments can do. B 

From what has been ſaid, it appears, that 
both the Antients and Moderns underſtood not 
the true Uſe of theſe Ligaments: However, 
their Action conjointly with the Ligamenta 
lata, ſeems to be intended by Nature to keep 
the Uterus ſtraight, ſteddy, and firm, in its 
proper Place, both before, and during the Time 
of Pregnancy, in preventing a conſtant Agita- 
tion, by the continual Action of the Diapbrag- 
ma, periftaltick Motion of the Inteſtines, _ 

an 


OF WOMEN. 9 5 


and to help to reſtore it, by the Means of Con- 
traction, to its natural Poſition, after Birth, 
as alſo to bring it near the Penis in the Act of 
Generation. | 
But tho' the Uzerus is held in its natural Si- 
tuation, by the Means of theſe four Ligaments, 
yet it hath Liberty to extend itſelf ſufficiently, 
when pregnant, for as they are very looſe and 
extenſible, they therefore eaſily yield and obey 
to its Diſtenſion. | 
- Beſides theſe Ligaments, the Womb is yet 
attached for greater Surety, by its Neck, which 
adheres with its anterior Part to the Bladder 
and poſterior to the Rectum; whence it hap- 
pens, that, if at any Time it be inflamed, it 
communicates it likewiſe to the neighbouring 
Parts, & vice verſa. | | 
It will not be from the Purpoſe here to ſay 
a few Words concerning the Obliquity of the 
Matrix, ſince it might ſometimes proceed from 
a Fault in the Ligaments. | 

The Uterus is ſaid to be oblique when it in- 
clines either backwards or forwards, to the 
right or left Side of the Perſon, that the Os 
Tinca, being diſtorted in ſuch a Manner from 
its natural Direction, towards any Bone of the 
Pelvis, can ſcarce or not at all be fouched, and 
this, I call a wrong and preternatural Poſition, 
or oblique Situation of the Womb, and which 
may happen either before or in Time of Preg- 
nancy, 

The Obliquity of the Uzerus may be occaſi- 


oped by many and different Cauſes, where- 
| of 
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of ſome are tranſitory, others permanent; ſuch 
are Spaſms, inflammatory Tumors, Dropſies, Hy- 
datides, Ulcers; an obdurate Gland, a fungous 
Excreſcence, a Cicatrix, or the like, either in 
the Uterus, Ligaments, or adjacent Parts; alſo 
the Weight and Bulk of the Bottom of the U- 
terus, above the extended Ligaments in Time 
of Pregnancy ; for we ſee how variouſly Wo- 
men with Child move their Bodies, bending 
them every Way for Relief, when oppreſſed 
with Pain; both fitting and lying in different 
Poſtures; all which may eaſily give the Womb 
a Tendency this or that Way; likewiſe an A- 
tony, Strain, or Rupture in any of the Liga- 
ments from vomiting, or other violent Efforts, 


ſo that its Antagoniſt acts too forcibly, Laſtly, 


any irregular Conformation either of the Ne- 
rus, Ligaments, or Bones of the Pelvzs, Hence, 


either by Weight, Preſſure, Contraction, or 


Relaxation, the wrong Poſitions of the Womb 
are manifold, which would be very tedious to 
enumerate exactly here. Therefore we ſhall 
only obſerve that, if this Obliquity happens in 
Maids, it commonly hinders Conception ; if 
in Pregnancy, it Occaſions difficult and dan- 
gerous Births, Therefore, it is neceſſary for a 
prudent Phyſician, carefully-to inveſtigate the 
Cauſes which may produce this Malady. 

The Subſtance of the Uterus is ſpongy 
and compact, with a copious Intertexture of 
many ſimilar Parts; ſuch as Arteries, Veins, 
Nerves, and Membranes, 


* 
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As to the Veſſels of the Matrix, its Body or 
groſſer Part is ſupplied with Arteries, partly 
from the Spermaticks, and partly from the Hy- 
pogaſtricks, which terminate in the Fundus 
Uteri ; from whence the Menſes flow, when 
Women are not breeding. Les arteres bonteuſes, 
or the inguinal Arteries, are diſtributed in its 
Neck ; by theſe Women with Child purge 
away the Superfluity of their Terms, when it 
happens that they have more Blood than is re- 
quired for the Nouriſhment of the Fætus; 
which prudent Nature ſeems to have ſo or- 
dered, that the Womb, during its Pregnan- 
cy, be not obliged to open itſelf to paſs 
away thoſe Redundancies, which otherwiſe, 
might cauſe Abortion. Therefore we need not 
think it ſtrange, that ſome Women have their 
Courſes whilſt with Child, and yet go their 
full Time; becauſe the Menſes then flow 
from the Veſſels of the Neck, and not from 
the Fundus Uteri. The Blood of theſe Arte- 
ries, except what is evacuated in the Time of 
Plenitude by the Menſtrua, is re-conducted by 
the Venæ pudendorum externæ, Venæ Utering, 
&c. all which are very large in time of Preg- 
nancy; they are alſo variouſly complicated 


and have innumerable Anaſtamoſes, the Uti- 


lity of which we ſhall demonſtrate here- 

after. | 
The Uterine Nerves come from the Extre- 
mities of the ITnterco/lales, viz. the Lumbares 
and Sacri; but chiefly from the greater Me- 
ü ſenteric 
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[enteric Plexus, which is a Ramification of the 
Sympathetici Maximi, Hence it is that the 
Uterus hath ſo great a Sympathy with the other 
Viſcera; for the Womb is ſeldom afflicted 
with any Pain but the Head and Stomach 
are immediately ſenſible of it, as appears 
by Vertigos, and other Affections of the Head, 
Loathings, and frequent Vomitings. Where- 
fore the Uterus is compared to an Index, which 
ſhews the good or bad State of Health in Wo- 
men. 

All the Lymphatic Veins of this Organ 
terminate in a large Gland, ſituated in the Di- 
viſion or Bifurcation of the Iliack Veſſels. 

Now we come to the Coats or Membranes 
of the Uterus, paſſing by the uſeleſs Diviſions - 
and ſuperficial Accuracy of ſome modern Ana- 
tomiſts, I reduce them to three. The firſt or ex- 
ternal is tendinous, and is a Production of the 
Peritonaeum, The ſecond or middle Coat is 
carnous or muſcular, compoſed of Fibresalmoſt 
in omnem ſenſum like a Bottom of Thread, for 
ſaying they are longitudinal, circular and ob- 
lique, gives not a ſufficient Idea of their Direc- 
tion; yet, I own, that the greater Part of theſe 
Carnous Fibres are longitudinal ; Nature fore- 
ſeeing their greater Uſe in the Functions of this 
Organ, particularly for Copulation and Geſta- 
tion. The third or internal Tunic is ner- 
vous, and thicker than the external one; it is 
full of Aſperities on its convex Part, for the 
cloſer Adheſion to the upper Membrane, but 


ſmoother in its concave Surface, that it might 
the 


. 
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the better expreſs the Menſes, and embrace the 
Semen Virile. Theſe Eminences are called 
Glands by ſome, but I ſhall rather call them 
veſicular Bodies, or Colatoria lactea, of which 
bereafter. That there are ſuch Bodies, with a 
great Number of other Veſſels, is proved by 
Experience; for if you ſufficiently macerate an 
« Uterus in Vinegar, then pinch or preſs it in 
| ſome Parts, you will obſerve the gaping Ori- 
fices of the above Veſſels to ſpew out their 
Contents. 

N. B. That theſe Colatoria are ſimply ve- 
ficular in Sheep, vaſcular or only compoſed of 
Veſſels in Swine: But in Women they are 
weficulo-vaſtular, or compoſed of ſmall Blad- 
ders and lacteous cylindric Veſſels at the ſame 
Time; the excretory Ducts of theſe Organs 
-gape into the internal or concave Surface of the 
Matrix. In theſe veſicular Bodies is ſecerned 
a lymphatic Humour, whilſt the Patient is 
very young; but when her Ordinaries approach, 
and her Breaſts ſwell, or as they ſay, dum 
mammæ ſorortant, this Humour is chylous or 
' milky ; in Pregnancy it is ſtill more; but at 
the Time of Parturition, it is pure Milk juſt 
as we obſerve in the Breaſts, and that in the 
ſame Proportion and Degree: Nay, the Glands 
of the Uterus by Analogy, may be compared 
to theſe of the Breaſts, the former being the 
. Vice-gerent of the latter ; for the Glands of the 
Matrix feed the Fætus with Milk, as the 
Breaſts afford the Infant his Nouriſhment. 


! 


We 
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We now come to the Diftribation of the 
Veins, with their particular Texture in the 
Uterus, The uterine cylindric Arteries ſtill 
preſerving this Figure, particularly at their 
Extremities, till by the Acceſſion of other ca- 
pillary Veſſels their Diameters are gradually 
enlarged, at which Time they acquire a co- 
nic Form, and get the Name of Veins, {till 
by their Union and Re-union forming larger 
Trunks, which are of conſiderable Diameters 
in the Uterus: In which Organ they form nu- 
merous Angles, Contorſions, and Anaſtomoſes, 
the Reaſons whereof I ſhall give hereafter, Be- 
ſides theſe, there is another remarkable Singu- 
larity obſervable in theſe Veins, viz, Each Vein 
is divided at its Extremity into two Branches, 


the one to entertain the Circulation, the other 


like the Cæcum Inteſtinum or a kind of Appen- 
dix to receive the menſtrual Blood. Theſe 
venous Appendices, eſpecially in the Time of 
Conception, become ſo turgid by the Quan- 
tity of Blood they receive, that they acquire 
a conſiderable Length, and are pendulous on 
the internal Surface of the Matrix. Beſides the 
Aſſiſtance theſe Veſſels lend us in the Explica- 
tion of the Menſes, they contribute alſo to u- 
nite the Placenta (into which they are inſerted) 
to the Uzerus, That there are ſuch Appendi- 
ces is proved, 1, By Mercurial Injections, 
which paſs by theſe Veſſels into the Uzerus, 
2. Becauſe no Births happen without a plen- 
tiful Diſcharge of Blood, which J attribute to 
the Dilaceration of ſome of them by the Di- 

| vulſion 
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vulſion of the Placenta, into which they are 
inſerted. 3. Theſe are viſible to the naked 
Eye, in Women that die in Child-birth, in 
whom they are very prominent. The Structure 
of the Vagina needs no particular Explication, 
being ſo like that of the Urerus, of which hi- 
therto. 7 | 

We now ſee that the Subſtance of the We- 
rus is ſingularly compoſed of an innumerable 
Multitude of Veſſels, and of membranous and 
muſcular Parts; which being a// moſt curi- 
ouſly interwoven, are admirably formed t 
ther in its Texture, that it might be the more 
capable (without Danger of breaking) to ſuffer 
the Extenſion the Child and Waters cauſe, 
during Geſtation; to contract in Time of La- 
bour, to facilitate the Expulſion of the Fætus, 
and bring away the After-Burthen, and re- 
turn again to its natural and uſual Dimenfions; 

The Uſe of the Womb is to purge away pe- 
riodically the Superfluities of the Blood, as it 
uſually doth every Month by the Menſtrua, 
when Women are in a healthy State and not 
pregnant; as alſo to retain the Semen Virile, 
which it nouriſheth and preſerveth to the Time 
of Birth, 


6 OF THE DISEASES 


C HAP. II. 
07 the menſtrual Flux of Hon omen. 


T HE menſtruous Purgation is, 4 Flur 
of Blood iſſuing monthly from the Uterus. 
ak in his Book of Bleeding againſt Eraf- 
ſtratus, attributes the Origin of the Men/es to 
a Plethora. Does not, ſays he, Nature herſelf 
cauſe an Evacuation in all Women, by throw- 
ing forth every Month the ſuperfluous Blood? 
imagine that the Female Sex, inaſmuch as 
they heap up a great Quantity of Humours, by liv- 
ing continually at Home, and not being uſed to 
hard Labour, or expoſed to the Sun " /bould receive 
a Diſcharge of this Fulneſi, as a Remedy gi- 
ven by Nature. Many, ſince Galen, have em- 
braced this Opinion; however, they have ex- 
plained it ſo very obſcurely, that it does not 
clearly enough appear, either from what Cauſes 
a Plethora (ſhould occaſion the Menſes, or 
what is the true Cauſe of that very Plethorg 
in Women. Therefore, becauſe we entertain 
ſome Hopes that the Nature of this Flux will 
more manifeſtly appear after a right Explication 
of theſe Things, we ſhall enquire, in the firſt 
Place, whence the Plethora takes its Riſe, and 
how it encreaſes in Women; then by what 
Powers, and chiefly by what Cauſe it diſcharges 
the Blood thro' the Uterine Veſſels; to which, in 
the laſt Place, we ſhall add ſome Arguments, by 
which 
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which the periodical Return of that Flux will be 
in ſome Meaſure explained and illuſtrated. 

To treat the preſent Subject the more me- 
thodically, we are to examine three Things; 
1. The Facts which regard the Menſtrua, and 
which repeated Experience has diſcovered to 
be true and uniform. 2. Some Theorems de- 
monſtrated by Reaſon. 3. Conjectures which 
conſiſt in ſome ſyſtematical Explications of the 
Phenomena of Menſtruation. 

1. The firſt Fact of this morbid Flux (for fo I 
may ſtyle it) is, that it hasa ſtated Time wherein 
it appears, and this ordinarily (which I think the 
moſt conſtant Rule) from the Age of thirteen 
to ſixteen Years: Nevertheleſs the different 
Temperaments, Climates, Quantity, and Qua- 
lity of the Aliments, &c, cauſe great Variation 
in the Time; for Girls high- fed, or of a hot Con- 
ſtitution or Climate, have their Ordinaries about 
nine, ten, or eleven Vears old, as ſome obſerve in 
Spain, &c. whilſt others of a colder Conſti- 
tution or Climate, of a more delicate and leſs ſan- 
guine Habit, and ſlender Diet, are Strangers to 
them till about the Age of ſeventeen or eighteen. 

2. It is known by Experience, that the 
Menſes generally ceaſe betwixt forty- five and 
fifty Years of Age; yet neither is this an inva- 
riable Rule, ſince in warmer Conſtitutions or 
Climates they terminate at thirty-five or forty, 
whilſt the oppoſite Conditions entertain them 
ſometimes to fifty, or fifty-five Years. It may 
be remarked in genera], that the earlier they be- 


gin, the ſooner they diſappear, 
0 C 3. We 


18 OF THE DISEASES 
3. We are next to conſider the Quantity of 
Blood evacuated at every Period of this Flux, 
The moſt conſtant I know, in healthy and a- 
dult Perſons, is rarely leſs than eight Ounces 
or more than twelve ; but this is as changeable 
as any of the precedent Caſes, according to the 
Variety of Conſtitution, Age, Diet, Climate, Sea- 
ſon, Exerciſe, or the like; for ſome Women diſ- 
charge but four or five Ounces of Blood, whilſt 
others loſe twenty or thirty Ounces, as we ſee in 
plethoric and high fed Perſons. If a Woman has 
few of them, as when grown in Years, ſhe be- 
comes barren, . inaſmuch as this Blood is re- 
quired to nouriſh the Child in the Womb; 
and likewiſe, if ſhe has too many, ſhe thereby 
grows too weak, and the Womb too cold, 
However, the Quantity evacuated in the Space 
of nine Months, ſeems to be ſufficient to ſu- 
ſtain the Fætus. But whether it may ſuffice 
or not, we may learn from the following Cal- 
culation. | 
te In healthy Women, the menſtruous Blood 
« js diſcharged to twenty Ounces, which agrees 
« with the Meaſure aſſigned by Hippocrates &, 
« namely, two Hemina's; therefore the Quan- 
« tity diſcharged in nine Months, will be 
« 15 lib. but becauſe it ſometimes happens, 
« that the Menſes flow even in breeding Wo- 
« men, at leaſt, for the three former Months, 
« altho' in a much leſs Quantity, we may ſup- 
c poſe the quantity of evacuated Blood to deereaſe 
ce in that Proportion, that, in the firſt Month, an 
| * Morb, Mul. lib, 1. H 15. - - 
« Half 
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ce Half or 10 Ounces may be diſcharged, in the 
« ſecond + or 3 6 7, in the third or 3 5, and 
« that afterwards there is a total Suppreſſion: 
« then ſubſtracting 3 214 out of 15 lib. the re- 
« maining Quantity of Blood, which the Mo- 
« ther may beſtow upon the Nouriſhment of 
« her Offspring, will be lib. 13 3 2 5, which 
« will outweigh the new-born Fætus with all 
ce its Integuments, if they ſhould be put into 
« Ballance; and leave no Room to doubt, 
« its being able to beſtow very proper Nou- 
« riſhment on the Embrio; for the mean 
« Weight of a new-born Fætus is about 12 l. 
« Sometimes it is found greater, and very of- 
e ten leſs, But if the Menſes ſhould be ſup- 
e preſſed in a breeding Woman, the 15 lib. are 
« ſufficient for the Nouriſhment of the Fætus; 
« but thoſe Women in whom the Flux ex- 
te ceeds 20 Ounces, as it often happens, will 
« eaſily ſupply the Fætus with nine Months 
« Nouriſhment, altho' it ſhould be a Mon- 
« ſter. RIP 

4. The Duration of the Menſes next preſents 
itſelf; with Regard to which, we cannot make 
any certain or conſtant Rule; for the Flux holds 
in ſome Women for three, four, or five Days on- 
nay, but twenty-four Hours ; yet in others the 

vacuation continues for ſeven or eight Days, 
The moſt uſual and natural Duration is 
betwixt three and five Days; and that mode» 
rately flowing by Degrees without Intermiſſion, 
and not all at once; for great and ſudden Eva- 


cuations cauſe great Diſſipations of Spirits. 
C 2 Another 
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Another Variety obſervable in this Flux is I 
that ſome have it more abundantly by Night, 
probably thro' the Heat of the Bed and Ra- ; = 
refaction of the Blood, whilſt others are ſub- 
ject to a more plentiful Diſcharge by Day. 
All which principally depends on the Spiſitude 
or Tenuity of the Blood. I 
F. There is the ſame Inconſiſtency in Re- 
gard to the Periods of the Menſes; the moſt or- 
dinary one is a lunar Month, whence they 
have got their Name, tho' they may delay till 
about the 30, or come on earlier than the 
27 Day. Nay, they happen ſometimes twice 
in a Month, as Duretus* has obſerved, in Wo- 
men of a warmer Conſtitution, &c. and that 
too, ſometimes, without Injury to their Health. 
It happens, that the Period returns not even 
once in a Month; which, however moſt fre- 
quently recurs monthly. Their preſerving the 
Interval of a lunar Month _ made the Poet 
ſing, ; ; 
Luna vetus vetulas, juvenes nova luna repurgat. | 


But if the Moon influenced this Flux, all | 
Women in the ſame Climate, of the ſame Age 
and Conſtitution would have their Menſes in | 
the ſame Turns, and at the ſame Seaſon: Which 
is ſo far from being true in Fact, that it is 
really impoſſible to be ſo, 
6. We are laſtly to conſider the Quality, Co- 
lour, and Conſiſtence of the excerned Blood. 
The Ancients imagined the Menſirua to be fo ve- 
nomous, and malignant, as to be almoſt ranked a- 

| mong 
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mong Poyſons; that they withered and dried 
up the Flowers, marr'd Liquors, tarniſhed 
Looking - Glaſſes, with ſeveral other aſtoniſh- 
ing Effects, as their Naturaliſts affirm; but 
the repeated Experiments of the Moderns on 
this Subject have convinced us of the Fal- 
ſity of this Opinion; ſeeing the menſtrual Blood 
is found in healthy Women to have no ill qua- 
lity of its own, but to be as good and balſamic 
as any of the whole Maſs, if not tainted and 
corrupted by its long Stay, Heat of the Place 
from whence it proceeds, Ulcers of the Uterus, 
or by the Mixture of ſome Impurity, or Infec- 
tion, otherwiſe contracted. Sometimes the men- 
ſtruous Humour approaches nearer to Lymph 
than to Blood, and is thinner in younger Women, 
but thicker in thoſe advanced in Years. - 

The Reaſon of the Variety of theſe Phano- 
mena will be explained in the Sequel. 
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CHaP. III. 
Of the Cauſes of a Plethora in Momen. 
A Plethora may be either natural or acciden- 


tal, the formeris a Redundancy, the latter a 
Rarefaction of the Blood. Nature is oppreſſed by 
either, until relieved by Depletion, relaxing the 
Solide, or by calming the Eferveſcence by con- 
centrating the Fluid. 

The natural or genuine Plet bora is een 
by the nutritious Juice being redundant in the 
Body; and that becauſe the Evacuation is unequal 
C 3 to 
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tothe Addition, which being confined within the 
Circulation brings that Plet hora on the Blood. 
This Redundancy is brought about, 1, Becauſe 
Women generate more Chyle and Blood, than is 
ſpent upon the Solids, but is accumulated with- 
in the Veſſels for want of being ſufficiently ela- 
borated for Secretion. 2. Becauſe Perſpiration 
(for by this Secretion the far greater Part of the 
Aliment is diſſipated) 7s /z/s in Women; the 
Truth of this Aſſertion will eaſily appear from 
what has been delivered by Hippocrates, Galen, 
Sanctorius, Bellini, &c. upon this Subject. The 
References and Quotations, you'll partly find in 
Dr, Friend's Arguments for eſtabliſhing the 
ſame, in his Emmenologia, Chap. iii. wherein he 
expreſſes himſelf thus, | 

The firſt is, the Weakneſs of the Sex, as 
© has been obſerved by the accurate Sancto- 
© ius; and this, indeed, Hippocrates * ſeems 
« yery juſtly to deduce from their more deli- 
© cate Texture; for by how much more ſolid 
« the Parts are, ſo much the more ſtrongly is 
te the Body compacted, But whatever may be 
« the Cauſe of this Weakneſs, it is plain 
ce that Women are weaker than Men; 
« which is alfo very manifeſt even from the 
« Pulſe. For a Woman's Pulſe is generally 
* termed languid, if compared to a Man's; 
ce which has alſo been remarked by Galen e; 
te beſides the moſt certain Tokens of Strength 
« are to be taken from the Pulſe, For what 
« is Strength, but that Force which is derived 


a Med. Stat. $ f. 52. > De Gland. F 11. De 
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te to the Members from the Blood and Spirits? 
« And how can that be derived, if the Heart, 
« by whoſe Motion alone the Blood and Spirits 
« are directed, be not very forcibly contracted? 
« But if the Contraction of the Heart be very 
% powerful, the Pulſe alſo muſt by all Means 
« grow the ſtronger. Whoever doubts of this, 
« may as well doubt, whether there be any 
« Pulſe or not. But to return to our Subject, 
« from what has been ſaid, Sanforius's Apbo- 
« riſin may be demonſtrated ; for the weaker 
« the Pulſe is, a leſs Quantity of Blood will 
e be carried to the Glands, not only the inter- 
« cutal ones, but to all the others, in a given 
« Time; and therefore there will be a leſs 
&« Secretion of Humours: Even that very Hu- 
« mour which is ſecreted cannot be ſo readily 
« and forcibly diſcharged from the Fibres, 
te whoſe Retention is the more remiſs, upon 


« the Account of that Weakneſs which we 


« have now explained. 
In like Manner, from this Weakneſs will 
c ariſe a Defect in the Perſpiration ; but if the 


* Ortfices of the Veſſels be much ſmaller in 


„Women than in Men, (which perhaps, is 
not repugnant to reaſon, becauſe both their 


Frame is more finely and delicately put to- 
« gether, and their Bulk always more con- 


te tracted) the ſecond Argument will alſo make 
« for our Purpoſe; becauſe there will be a leſs 


Supply of Liquids flowing into the ſecre- 


« tory Veſſels, For the Secretion is as the 
« Velccity of the Blood, and the Orifice of 
C 4 « the 
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« the Secretory Veſſel; as has been demonſtrated 
te by Bellini. And therefore, by Reaſon of the 
c ſmaller Velocity of the Blood, which is 
te known from the Pulſe, and the Streightneſs 
e of the Capillaries, which alſo ſeems proba- 
te ble from their delicate Texture, there will be 
« a leſs Secretion of the perſpirable Matter 
« in Women. 

2, The ebe, which Hippo- 
ct crates*, with good Reaſon, affirms to be 
te noiſter in Women than in Men, For the 
t Bodies of Women are much more ſoft and 
tt tender both to the Touch and the Sight than 
ec thoſe of Men; from which Softneſs of the 
« Parts, that ſame Author very juſtly deducesÞ 
« @ Redundancy of Moiſture: For the leſs 
« ſolid the Parts are, ſo much the more a 
« Fluid abounds in them ©, But in Men, by 
« how much more firmly the Body 1s com- 
te pacted, ſo much the leſs Fluidity is there 
« left; for the Bulk of the ſolid Parts can by 
« no means encreaſe, unleſs the Quantity of 
« Fluids be diminiſhed. Therefore the Wo- 
tt men, in Proportion to their Balk, have more 
« Blood than Men. And for this Reaſon 
« it is, that they ſooner arrive to their full 
ec Growth; becauſe the Quantity of Liquid, 
« of which the ſolid Parts are made up, is 
« more plentiful in them: So that in a lefs 
« Time an equal Quantity, or in an equal 
« Time a greater Quantity of Nouriſhment 
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e may be thence drawn, as Hippocrates * ar- 
e gues, and Pitcarn has ſhewn more at large. 
« Since then the Women enjoy this Tempe- 
« rament, the fore-mentioned Author juſtly in- 
« fers, that the Moiſture in them is not dimi- 
te niſhed ; becauſe they are of a finer Textured. 
« It is likewiſe plain from Sanctorius's Sta- 
« ticks, that moiſt Bodies . perſpire leſs, and 
« that plentiful Nouriſhment is an Hindrance 
“to inſenſible Perſpiration. Upon the ſame 
Foundation is that Aphoriſm ſupported*, 
« that inſenſible Perſpiration is impeded by 
e drinking of Water. In like Manner Hippo- 
« crates tells us d, that Women of a watery, i. e. 
« of a very moiſt Habit, are ſubject to a longer 
« Flux of the Men/es, | 
„3a, A Life ſpent at Home, and not much 
te inured to Labour: And therefore Galen juſt- 
« Iy concludes, that a P/ethora takes its Origin 
« from hence, as does alſo that excellent In- 
« terpreter of Nature, Hippocrates*: For, as 
« Santtorius remarks, Bodies become lighter 
« by Exerciſe, inaſmuch as all the Parts, the 
te Muſcles eſpecially, and Ligaments, are purg- 
ed from any Excrements by Motion, the per- 
« ſpirable Matter is prepared for Exhalation, 
e and the Spirits become more ſubtile, There- 
* fore whatever ſuperfluous Humour there may 
* be, it is the more, forcibly thrown forth; 
« tor Hippocrates s has very well remarked, 


* 


* Morb. Mul. 1. 5 = b De Gland. F 11. © Med. 
Star. $67. 4 Epid,6.1, De Gland. 5 11. fF5.9. 
1 Morb. Mul. 1. 11. l 
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« that any Humidity is carried of by Labour, 
« But, on the other Hand, the Body becomes 
« the heavier thro' too much Reft, and there 
« 18 a Redundancy of Humours within the Veſ- 
« ſels, upon the Account of the retained Per- 
« ſpiration : Therefore the fame Sanctorius, 
«« rightly teaches us, that Perſbiration, when 
it is defettive in healthy Perſons, is made up 
 « by Exerciſe *. 

Perhaps ſome will inquire, why I 
« contend for a ſmaller Perſpiration in Wo- 
« men, fince we may obſerve, that they ge- 
« nerally ſweat as profuſely as Men, But 
« if any one doubts this, he may learn from 
« Sanctorius d, that there is ſo little an Agree- 
« ment between Perſpiration and Sweat, that 
they have hardly any Thing in common; 
« that, on the other Hand, the more this is 
* promoted, ſo much the more is the other di- 
« miniſhed ; it is evinced both by Reaſon and 
« Staticks e, that the Perſpiration becomes lan- 
* guid for ſome Hours, nay, perhaps, for 
% ſome Days, if a Sweat ſomething too pro- 
* fuſe has preceded, | 

« It may caſily be objected to the laſt Argu- 
* ment of an idle Life, that there are many 
« Women indeed accuſtomed to Labour, who 
* are not therefore exempted from the my 
But the Reader will remember, that Sloth is 
* not the only Cauſe of a menſtruous Plenitude; 
* and that however the Woman may inure 


1. 155.3. ®F1.12.13. 23. 110. 55. 3. 
5 « herſelf 
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« herſelf to Labour, ſhe ſtill carries about with 
« her, her moiſt temperament, and weakly 
« Di/pofition. But if an athletick Life, and 
« a dry Conſtitution happen to any one, it 
may, perhaps, be doubted, whether that Wo- 
% man will be ſubject to the Menſtrua. The 
« Obſervations of Practitioners certainly make 
« much for our Side, that thoſe Women in 
« whom the Menſes have been wanting, 
« were Virago's*, of a very hot Conſtitution z 
« who, ſince they approach near to the maſ- 
« culine Robuſtneſs, and are very much accu» 
« ſtomed to Labour, eaſily digeſt all their A- 
« liment, and diſcharge it thro' the Pores b. 
« Therefore Galen obſerves ©, that there is a 
« ſtronger Pulſe in theſe Women. In like 
« Manner Sennertus writesd, that Dancers are 
« deſtitute of their Menſes, And Foreſtus 
0 has obſerved the ſame of Singers: Which is 
« alſo confirmed by Experience. Exerciſe, in- 
« deed, cauſes that the Evacuations in theſe 
« ſeveral Perſons anſwer to the Quantity taken 
« in; and that therefore there is no want of a 
« monthly Diſcharge.” 

A Defect in Perſpiration may alſo occaſion. 
ally proceed from catching of Cold, or by exe 
poſing the Body to windy or rainy Weather; 
ſleeping in the open Air, eſpecially in the E- 
vening ; going by Water; changing the Ap- 
parel ; living under Ground, &c. The Ob- 


® Plater. Obſerv. Med. p. 247. b Hildan. C. C. Obferv. 41. 
e Cauſ. Puls. 3.5. 4 Tom, ii, . 38, Od. 2. . 
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ſtruction is greater or leſs, according to the 
Strength or Duration of the Cauſe. 

The accidental or ſpurious Plethora is occa- 
fioned chiefly by a Fever, hard drinking, bigh 
Seaſoned Meats, violent Exerciſe, Paſſions of 
the Mind, Watchings, Mercurials, and Plants, 
called Emmenagogues : All which either intro- 
duce a Plenitude into the Blood, attenuate ' its 
Particles, and throw it into a briſker Motion, 
or irritate the Veſſels with a certain Stimulus. 
Hence, either by a Contraction of the vaſcular 
Parts, a Velocity of the Fluid, or an Augmen- 
tation of its Quantity, the Momentum of the 
Blood is encreaſed. Theſe are what I call in- 
diſputable Facts; and which will more plainly 
appear from the following Axioma. 

The Momentum of any Body, or that Force 
by which a Body continually endeavours to de- 
part from its place, is encreaſed, either by aug- 
menting the Celerity, or the Quantity of Mat- 
ter, or both. 

It is ſhewn by this Propoſition, why from 
an encreaſed Pletbora the Blood ſhould break 
out of its Channels; for it is very clear of it 
ſelf, how the Momentum of the Blood in a 
Plethora is encreaſed, the Velocity remaining 
the ſame; becauſe the Quantity is encreaſed: 
But if the Velocity be alſo encreaſed, the Mo- 
mentum will be ſo much the greater. Never- 
theleſs in a Plet hora there is always an encreaſe 
not only of the Blood, but alſo of the Velocity, 
unleſs there be too great a Lentor or Viſcidity 


in the * for if it be rightly mingled and 
com- 
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comminuted, the more it encreaſes in Bulk, 
the greater Quantity of Spirits is ſecreted ; but 
the larger the Quantity of Spirits is, ſo much 
the oftener and more forcibly the Heart is con- 
trated: So that if a Plethora ſhould be occa- 
fioned, the Blood muſt neceſſarily circulate 
with a greater Velocity, and therefore ſtrike 
againſt any Impediment with the greater Mo- 
mentum. Hence a Plethora is agreed to be the 
primary Cauſe of the Menſes. 


IV. 


07 the immediate Cauſe and Manner, 
how the Menſes are occaſioned. 


CHAP. 


AVING demonſtrated the Exiſtence of 

a general Plethora, and the Conforma- 
tion of the Veſſels of the Uterus to be ſuch as 
we have explained, it will nor be difficult to 
ſhew by what Means the Blood is diſcharged 
by the Uterine Veſſels. This we ſhall prove 
by the following Theorems. 


Theorems on the Menſes. 


1. Moſt Authors agree that the menſtrual 
Blood is diſcharged by Veins, as its Stillici- 
dium argues, as alſo its dark Colour unlike 
the bright red Blood of the Arteries. The Stru- 
Cture of the Uterus proves the ſame Thing; for 
this Blood is diſcharged by the fame Veſſels, 


VIZ, 
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v12. the venous Appendices which convey the 
Humours to the Placenta; but Reaſon and 
Experience demonſtrate that theſe are Veins, 

2, This Effuſion of Blood in Menſtruation 
does not happen thro' the Rupture of the men- 
tioned Appendices or Venæ cæcæ; but rather 
by their Expanſion and natural Explication, 
or, as we may better expreſs it in Latin, per 
dehiſcentiam of their Extremities, nor are they 
ruptured or forced ; for this would otherwiſe 

ive room to Inflammation, withitsConſequences, 
which, as it does not happen, we may con- 
clude there are more natural Paſſages than the 
Rupture of the ſaid Appendices. 

3. Theſe Paſſages are not procured in the 
cylindrick Extremities of the Arteries; for theſe 
degenerate into their correſponding Veins, ſo 
that the Blood by this kind of Anaſtomoſis is 
continued by an uninterrupted Courſe from 
the one into the other ; wherefore I conclude 
once more, that it is diſcharged by the above- 

faid lateral Appendices. 
4. The menſtrual Blood is principally diſ- 
charged by the Veſſels of the Uterus, as the 
Relaxation of the Os uteri, and the Stigmata 
or red Spots, &c. obſervable in the Uterus of 
Women who die during this Evacuation, ſuf- 
ficiently prove. Moreover in the Hydrops u- 
teri, &c. wherein the Os uteri is cloſed, Wo- 
men have little or no Menſtrua. Neverthe- 
leſs ſeveral Obſervations aſſure us, that in the 
above Caſes, the Vagina has ſometimes afford- 
ed very conſiderable Menſtrua, as we alſo ob- 
ſerve 
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ſerve in Pregnancy. Nor is this to be admired, 
fince the Structure of the Vagina is much 
the ſame with that of the Uterus, The third 
and laſt Article comprehends the Conjectures 
framed for the Explication of ſome of the Phe- 
nomena of Menſtruation. Thus it is ſuppoſed 
that-there is a preter-natural Plenitude or Ple- 
thora in the uterine Veſſels; otherwiſe it would 
be inconceivable how the Blood could expand 
and open the ſaid Appendices, Moreover this 
Infarction of the Veſſels of the Uterus, is 
proved by the various Symptoms of the men- 
ſtrual Purgation, as Weight and Pain in the 
Hypogaſirium and Region of the Kidneys, Heat 
of Urine, and of other abdominal viſcera, &c. 
This particular Plethora, is more or leſs in- 
tenſe, according to the general one or Quan- 
tity of the whole Maſs of Blood: Yet, though 
you extract double the Quantity of the men- 
ſtrual Flux from the whole Maſs, by Veneſe- 
ion, it will not be as wholeſome nor check 
the Violence of the Symptoms, as the ordina- 
ry Quantity by the Veſſels of the Uterus. Add 
to this, that there are ſome reduced, impove- 
riſhed Conſtitutions, which have regular Men- 
ſtrua ; yet have little or no general Plethora. 
All which, I think, evidently proves the ne- 
ceſſity of a particular one. 

But how is this particular Plenitude form- 
ed? Not, I am ſure, by the particular Stru- 
Cture of the Veins, their Anaſtomqſis, &c. as 
ſome imagine: For theſe cannot put a Stop to 
the rolling Blood, nor collect a ſufficient 


Quantity 
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Quantity at the ſtated Times of Menſtruation, 
So we are to ſeek for ſome more evident Cauſe, 
which I derive from the Compreſſion of the 
uterine Veins by the periodical Diſtention of 
the Colatoria lactea of the Womb, which ne- 
ceſſarily lean on the yielding Veins within 
their Reach. The Veins being once diſtended, 
they compreſs the Colatoria in their Turn: 
To this add, that the Heat of the Blood in the 
diſtended Veins, doth rarify and difſolve the 
milky Humour of the Colatoria, whereby it 
becomes more fluxil, Thus Women at the 
Approach of their Menſes have their Parts 
commonly bathed with a lymphatic or milky 
Humour, for three or four Days before the 
ſanguin Evacuation ; this chylous Flux ſome- 
times only attends and ſtreaks the ſanguin one; 
nay it frequently follows it only. Thus the 
uterine Colatoria and Appendices mutually 
compreſs each other, till they diſburthen them- 
ſelves of their ſuperfluous Contents, 
The Site of the Uterus, the Defect of Valves 
in the Veins, the want of muſcular Action to 
promote the Circulation, and the lateral Pref- 
ſure of the incumbent Fluid may alſo contri- 
bute to this Diſcharge : Thus we ſee the Uzerus, 
with Reſpect to all the other Viſcera, is by far tc, 
the moſt proper and beſt contrived for evacuat- 
ing the Menſes. Thele are ſimple and un- 
doubted P1inciples; which yet are not more Bet 
true than eaſy to be underſtood. th 
Some ſay, that no Animal is ſubject to Ca- 


tamenia, but Women and Apes; yet I may 
juſtly 
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L juſtly affirm, that all other Animals are as well, 
particularly Bitches when proud; nay all o- 
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ther Animals when in that State; which 1 


4 own does not happen ſo frequently or regular- 
ly as in Women or Apes; the other Females 


having their Menſtrua v. g. twice a Year or 


WM the like. 


Of Dr. Freind's Opinion of the Menſtrual 
Flux. 


Beſides the general Plethora, which fome= 


what concurs to the Production of the particular 


one in the Uterus, according to the above cited 


Author; he principally derives the uterine P/e- 
= hora from the various Diſſemination of the 
Wo uterine Veſſels ; namely, from their different 
= Angles, Contorſions, Anaſtomoſes, &c. as ap- 


pears from the Doctor's Words, which are 


as follows: «The Branches of the Arteries, as 
well as Veins, are united together on both 
Sides by an Anaſtomoſis, which are not car= 
© ried to the Uterus in a direct Courſe, but 
being variouſly entangled and wwrithed among 
( themſelves, creep along in crooked, and as 
it were in ſerpentine Traces. From theſe 
vritbed Inflections, 1. He proves the uterine 
Petbora, by ſhewing that Veſſels, the more 
they are writhed, and twiſted with one an- 
Wother, become ſo much the longer: But upon 
the Account of their length they receive the 
more Blood between their Sides; the Quan- 
Wtity therefore, of Blood being encreaſed, the 
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Momentum alſo is encreaſed, unleſs there be 
too great a Lentor or Viſcidity in the Blood 
whence an Eruption thro' the Coats is render- 
ed the more eaſy, 2. From the ſame Configu- 
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ration or Texture he proves the Rupture of the 


evaneſcent Arteries of the Uterus, in ſhewing by 


how much nearer the Veſſels approach towards 


a Curve, i. e. by how much the more oppoſite ; ; 


they are to the Direction of the Fluid, ſo much 
greater will be the Reſſtance of the Veſſels; and 
that in the Ratio of the Sine of the Angle of In- 
cidence: And therefore the Magnitude of the 
Strokes will be the greater; from whence alſo 
a greater Force will be derived to the Fluid. 

— Theſe Arguments, tho' true in themſelves, 
yet prove nothing in Favour of the Do- 
ctor's Opinion: For every Body will allow 
that a writhed Tube will contain more than 
a ſtrait one; and that the more inflected it is, 
the more it will refiſt the Direction of a Fluid; 
yet I deny that by theſe Incurvations he proves 
either a particular Plethora in the Uterus, ot 
4 Rupture of its Veſſels, more than in the o- 


ther Viſcera of the Body where ſuch are 


found. The ſuperfluous Blood of the Uzerus be- 
ing therefore intended by Nature for the Nou- 
riſhment of the Infant when in the Womb: 
Five principle Difficulties may be made againſt 
this Syſtem, | 


1. That the Author was not ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the Structure of the Organ, the 
Aﬀettions of which he pretended to explain; ra 
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he was ignorant of the Colatoria lactea and 
Appendices cæci, which we mentioned, and 
which afford the greateſt Light in the Expli- 
cation of the menſtrual Flux; wherefore he 
could not expreſs himſelf otherwiſe than in 
general Terms in the Explication of the men- 
ſtrual Phenomena. ane 

2, It would be morally impoffible in his 
Sentiment, that a poor reduced Conſtitution 
ſhould be ſubje& to this Evacuation, whereas 
it entertains no general Plethora; nevertheleſs 
Experience proves the contrary, tho' ſuch 4 
Patient has not ſo abundant a Flux as uftial : 
Conſequently the uterine Plethora in ſich a 
Subject, is not owing in any Meafure to a ge- 
neral, one, but rather to fome Impediment in 
the Irerus, whereby a Plethora is therein col- 
lected, juſt as we ſee a Collection of Blood in 
any Member of the Body in Conſequence ot 
a Ligature. | 

Having refuted the Doctor's Reaſons of the 
uterine Plethora, deduced from a general one, 
we ſhall immediately ſhew the Weakneſs of 
his Arguments borrowed from the Structure 
of the uterine Veins. 

3. Dr. Freind maintains that the menſtrual 
Blood is diſcharged by the ruptared Veſſels of 
the Uterus; but ſuch a Dilaceration could 
not happen ſo frequently as once a Month, 
without cauſing Inflammation and its Conſe- 
quences. For, why do we ſee the Hemor- 
rhoids ſo frequently followed by Inflammation, 
Abceſſes, Ulcers, Fiſtulæ, &c, but becauſe of 
; D 2 the 
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the Rupture of the hæmorrhoidal Veins, More- 
over it would be too injurious to Nature and in- 
conſiſtent with her Simplicity, that a Flux 
which ordinarily returns twelve or thirteen 
Times a Year, ſhould ſo often happen by the 
Rupture of the Veſſels. For we are only to con- 
ſider the eaſy and ſimple Methods of Nature in 
the Exerciſe of the other Functions of the hu- 
man Body, which admit not of this Violence. 
4. Our Author imperfectly deſcribes the 
Functions of the Uterus ; for it is not enough 
to ſay, that the uterine Veſſels are expanded, 
mollified, and rendered more flexible, in Or- 
der to give Iſſue to the Blood in the approach- 
ing Menſtrua; but he ſhould alſo explain how 
the Veſſels diſburthen themſelves of their Ple- 
thora, and that even after a natural Manner, 
This I have added, by proving that the Ap- 
pendices cacti are permeable by the Apertures 
in their Extremities, 
5. We may likewiſe farther infer from this 
Syſtem, that the Fætus cannot be ſupported 
by the Menſes in the laſt Months of Preg- 
nancy, by reaſon the Cauſes which Dr. 
Freind aſſigns for the uterine Plethora, name- 
ly, the various Contorfions, &c. do not then 
ubſiſt, as may be learned from his own Words. 
Indeed the uterine Veſſels being thus artifici- 
&« ally writhed, they _ yield ta the grow- 
« ing Uterus, and in the laſt Months of Preg- 
« nancy are almoſt brought to a direct Line. 


. 2 Freind's Emmenolog. Cap. vi. p. 23. 
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Theſe Writhings being at that Time oblite- 
rated, there can be therefore no Accumulation 
of Blood in the Uterus, nor any Obex or Im- 
pediment to reſiſt the Momentum of the Fluid, 
and conſequently there will be no uterine Flux 


| ia the laſt Months of Pregnancy; therefore 


the Fætus, for want of a due Supply of Blood 
at a Time it conſumes moſt, muſt inevitably 
periſh, Yet, this alſo, is contrary to the Do- 


= tor's own Words, viz. © The Menſes are not 


« deficient, altho' the Woman be great with 
« Child. 


From what we have hitherto ſaid of Dr. 
Freind's Sentiment of the menſtrual Flux, we 
may conclude, that it cannot be naturally ex- 
plained in his Syſtem, without adding thereto 
what we have ſaid of the Matter. Nay, what 
is more, the particular Plenitude of the Nerus 
could never happen in our Author's Opinion ; 
for the Cauſe he aſſigns for this Purpoſe, is 
The Confer fans, different Angles, and Wind- 
ings of che uterine Veſſels; but all theſe are 
inſufficient to put a Stop to the circulating 
Blood, ſo as to collect a ſufficient Plethora in 
this Organ ; otherwiſe ſeveral Plethora's would 
happen, where all theſe Complications of 
Veins and Arteries are to be met with in the 
human Body. 4 

From the whole we may now reaſonably 


conclude our Syſtem to be the moſt preferable, 


Freind's Emmenolog. Cap. viii. p. 63. 
D 3 as 
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as being the beſt calculated for explaining not 
only the Phenomena of the Menſes, but alſo 
every other uterine Evacuation ; and that after 
the moſt ſimple, natural, and eaſy Manner 
from our Doctrine of the Colatoria ladtea and 
Appendices cacti: Moreover the very Mesbod 
of Cure, particularly favours our Opinion, 
inaſmuch as the Indications comcide with 
our proceſſus curandi, which is entirely the re- 
verſe in the Doctor's Sentiment, whereas the 
Indications and his Met had of Cure are quite 
repugnant: For the Bas of his Syſtem con- 
ſiſts in the Rupture of the evaneſcent Arteries, 
or of thoſe Parts where the Veſſels take the 
Name of Capillaries; which conſequently in- 
dicates to procure a Teuſion in the Veſſels, and 
not a Relaxation, which conſiſts in a Supple- 
ne& and Flexibility of the Fibres, which his 
Method of Cure tends to effect. If one has a 
Mind to. break the Veſſels, methinks tis go- 
ing the wrong Way about it, to make them 
ſupple, pliant, tractable, yielding; for the 
more flexible and yielding they are, the leſs 
they are diſpoſed to be broken; the more ſup- 
ple, ſure the leſs frangible; a dry Cord will 
ſooner break than a moiſt one; and if Dr. 
Freind: had taken a little Notice of this, he 
would have obſerved, that a dry and hard 
Veſſel is more frail and eaſy to be broke, than 
a pliant, ſoften/d, moiſten'd one. What View 
then could this able Phyſician have? and 


what Indication leads him to relax the __ 
| els, 
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ſels, by Emollients, ſuch as. Baths, Fumiga- 
tions, Fomentations ? % 


he — 


CH AP. V. 
Problems on the Menſtrual Flux. 


I, HY are the Menſes given to Women? 

To render them the more apt for 
Conception, 1. By forcibly exciting them to 
Coition, 2. Inaſmuch as they ſo open the 
uterine Paſſages, that the Semen has a freer 
Entrance into the Uterus. 2. By affording 
Nutriment to the Fætus, when ſuppreſſed by 
Pregnancy. 4. They are alſo evacuated for 
the Health's Sake. Thus we fee that Wo- 
men have an Exuberance of Blood, that it 
might be ſufficient to nouriſh not only their 
own Bodies, but alſo afford Suſtenance for 
their Offspring. This is, indeed, wholly 
congruous to Experience, and the Hiſtory of 
Phyſick. 

2. Why do the Menſtrua appear at the Age 
of Puberty, or about the thirteenth or 
fourteenth Year, and why the Breaſts at 
the ſame Time, inſtead of their uſual 
Lymph, begin to ſecern Milk ? 

This is owing to the greater Quantity of 
Chyle formed at that Time, than is neceſſary 
to nouriſh the Body ; this is conveyed along 
with the Lymph to the Breaſts, where it ſet- 
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tles, being unfit through its Spiſſitude, to be 
wafted thro' the ſmall Lymphatics, which 
convey the Lymph from the Breaſts to the ax- 
illary Glands, and thence into the Blood. Part 
of the ſuperfluous Chyle is alſo derived to 
the Colatoria lactea of the Uterus, by the 
Lymphatick Veſſels: Theſe being diſtended 
compreſs the venal Appendices, which are 
obliged thus to diſcharge their Contents; 
hence the Menſtrua. From hence you may 
* that Women whoſe Bodies require 
o great Natrition, who make much Chyle, 
— large and full Breaſts, will have alſo plen- 
tiful Menſtrua; for you may generally aſſert 
of the Matrix what is obſervable in the Breaſts, 
with regard to their Diſtenſion apd Quantity 
of Humours, 
3. Why don't the Menſes appear before the 
Age of Puberty? 

Becauſe the Body being hitherto tender and 
growing, the Fibres are ſo flexible, that all the 
Pores, as Hippocrates remarks, are eaſily per- 
vious and perſpirable ; which is ſufficiently 
proved by that Diſpoſition to Sweat, which 
is found in Perſons very young : Therefore, 
whatever Aliment is taken in, it either goes 
to the nouriſhing of the Parts, or if there be 
any Superfluity, it is readily thrown forth by 
the Pores ; whence there is no Plethora accu- 
mulated at that Age, to promote the Menſes. 

But fince the Fibres by the encreaſing of 
the Body become more ſolid and hard, which 


always happens a about the Age of Puberty, it 
is 
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is neceſſary that the Pores or Orifices of the 
Capillary Veſſels become ſtreighter than be- 
fore; ſo that, the Orifices being contracted, 
there is a leſs Secretion made by the ſmalleſt 
Veſſels, The Secretion therefore becoming 
by this Means defective, there is a Redundan- 
cy of thoſe Humours in the Blood, which are 
left remaining after the Parts are nouriſhed; 
by which Redundancy of Humours the Menſes 
are excited. -In like Manner, for the ſame 
Cayſe, there alſo frequently happens to Boys 
about the Age of Puberty an Hemorrhage at 
the Noſe. But becauſe this Hardneſs of the 
Fibres is brought on gradually and ſlowly, 
the Pletbora therefore is in like Manner 
encreaſed by Degrees; ſo that at its Be- 
ginning it is very moderate, afterwards encrea- 
ſing with Age, it gains the Summit of its 
Growth by little and little. The Truth 
whereof is abundantly confirmed by Experi- 
ence; for in Girls already pubeſcent, the 
Menſes break forth in very ſmall Quantity, 
which, ſince they ought to anſwer the Ple- 
thora, encreaſe alſo after the ſame Manner, 
even to the vey Flower of Life. 

4. Why are the Menſtrua commonly ſup- 
preſſed about the Age of forty-five or fifty 
Years ? bf | 

Becauſe as Old Age creeps on, the Humours 

every Day become both leſs redundant, and 
the Fibres of the Veſſels more rigid and hard; 
ſo that a Plethora can neither be accumulated 
at that Age, nor, if it be, can it be diſcharged, 
becauſe 
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becauſe of the Corrugation, Inflexibility, and 
Tenacity of the Fibres of the Uterus, juſt as 
we obſerve in the Breaſts ; theſe inflexible Fi- 
bres refiſt the dilating or compreſſing Force; 
conſequently they prevent the uterine Plethora. 
Therefore Hippocrates * with good Reaſon 
affirms, that e/der/y Women are more dry and 
abound leſs with Blood, 

5. Why do the Menſtrua afpear or ceaſe in 

ſome earlier, in others later? 

The Reaſon of theſe Phenomena are evi- 
dent ; for, let us ſuppoſe a young Girl of a 
vivid, replete, well-nouriſhed and ſanguine 
Conſtitution, who leads a ſedentary Life, it 
is natural that her Ordinaries ſhould appear 
earlier and be more plentiful, than thoſe of a 
different Conſtitution; with whom they break 
forth later, and flow more ſparingly. As to 
the Duration of the Menſes, it is palpable that 
the longer a Woman entertains the above Con- 
ditions, as thoſe who are naturally of a ſoft 
pliable Habit of Body, the longer the Men- 


firua will hold. Whilſt Perſons of a hard 


Texture, who labour much, c. have an ear- 
lier Suppreſſion of this Flux, 
6. Why are the Catamenia ſuppreſſed in 
pregnant Women, and ſuch as give ſuck? 
As this ſuperfluous Blood is intended by 
Nature for the Infant's Nouriſhment, it is not 
ſurpriſing, that while it is in the Womb, it 
ſhould be conſumed, and its Excretion ſup- 


2 Morb, Mul. 2. 3. 
preſſed, 


OF WOMEN. 43 
prefied, eſpecially after the third Period is 
elapſed. But if they ſhould continue to the laſt. 
Months, the Fætus is wont to be very ſickly 
and weak: So true is that Obfervation of Hip- 

rates, If a Woman with Child have her 
Menſes, i. e. either cuſtomarily or immode- 
rately, it is 1mpoſſible, that the Fetus ſhould 
be well : The Reaſon of which he delivers in 
another Place, namely, that the Growth of 
| the Fetus is abated by the Menſes d. In like 
Manner Cel/as< remarks, that, if Milk flow 
from the Breaſts of a Woman with Child, 
whatever ſhe bears muſt be weakly, inaſmuch 
as the Breaſts draw off that Supply of Blood, 
with which the Fætus ought to be nouriſhed, 
In like Manner are the Menſes wanting in 
thoſe that give ſuck, becauſe the Exuberance 
is carried to the Breaſts for the Nouriſhment of 
the Child. In theſe then the Menſes are re- 
tained without Injury, and therefore ought 
not to be provoked. Wherefore Hippocrates 
teaches us, that there is 20 Pain in a Suppteſ- 
ſion of the Men/trua from Pregnancy or Lac- 
tation; becauſe the plethorick Blood is not re- 
dundant in the Mother's Veſſels, but is carried 
to the Fætus or the Breaſts. 

7. How comes it to paſs that' ſome Women 

are never ſubject ta a' menſtrual Flux ? 

This is owing to hard Labour, exceſſive 
Tranſpiration, poor and ſpare Diet, a ſtrong: 
and hard Conſtitution : For in ſuch Caſes the 


* Aph. v. 60. Morb. Mul 1. 44. e Morb. Mul. 1. 
© Lib. 2, Cap. 7. 7 I * 
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Fibres of the Matrix, as well as the reſt of the 
Body, are fo rigid and inflexible that they 


give Room to no preternatural Plethora or 
Collection of ſuperfluous Blood. 


Some Women have more abundant, ſome 

more ſparing Menſtrua, ſome have them more 
frequently, ſome more rarely, 
_ Theſe different Caſes are owing to the vari- 
ous Combinations of the Flexibility and Hard- 
neſs of the uterine Fibres, and the Quantity 
and Quality of the Humours. For a ſanguin, 
replete, well-fed, flexible Body, with thin, 
rarified and copious Blood, will have more 
frequent and larger Fluxes, than a reduced, 
ill-fed, hard and compact Habit indued 
with ſmall Veſſels, which contain a ſmall 
Quantity, or Spiſſid Blood; for theſe Reaſons 
ſome have their Menſes but once in ſix Weeks 
or the like; whilſt Perſons of the former Con- 
ſtitutions are ſubject to them thrice or more in 
two Months. : 

However the Interval of a Month is abun- 
dantly ſufficient for renewing and accumula- 
ting ſuch a Plethora, as may bring about the 
fame Flux; with its revolving Period. Yet many 
Things may intervene, and frequently do; as 
the Conſtitution, Age, Manner of living, and 
Seaſons of the Year, and being born in different 
Climates, as we have already obſerved, ſo that 
the Intervals of the Periods muſt vary in diffe- 


rent Women, 


It 
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It will not be improper in this Place to men- 
tion that periodick Flux of Blood which is 
alſo found ſometimes in men. There are ſome 
in whom a ſtated Evacuation is made by the 
Hemorrhoids* ; in others, there is obſerved a 

riodick Hemoptoe®*; and in ſome again, a 
bloody Urine e, returning at certain Seaſons. An 
Inſtance of the latter, Salmuthus gives us, in a 
Man, vVvho upon the imprudent Stoppage of 
« bloody Urine, which uſed to return periodical- - 
« ly, was troubled with a great Streightneſs and 
« Compreſſion of his Breaſt, and a very great 
« Difficulty in Breathing, of which he died 
« in a very few days. After the ſame Man- 
« ner as Ulcers and Tſſues, by which the Hu- 
« mours have been for a long Time diſcharged, 
« if they are ſuddenly dried up, are ſeldom 
« without Danger.” Sanctorius alſo obſerves 
a periodical Evacuation in Men, namely, 
« That the Bodies of Men in Health, and 
« who uſe a very moderate diet, become every 
« Month heavier than uſual, by the Weight 
« of one or two Pounds; and about the End 
« of the Month return to their uſual Weight, 
« after a Criſis has been made by Urine; more 
« than ordinary copious or turbid 9”, 

Why do the Quantity of the evacuated 
Blood encreaſe, and the Periods grow 
ſhorter to the Flower of Age? — Why at 
that Time of Life, do the Quantity and 
Periods remain the ſame? 


Amat. Luſit. I. 5. 3. d Barthol C «. 53. © Sal- 
muth. C. 2. 3. & 18. Med. Stat. 12 * 
This 
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This laſt is becauſe when the Body has once 


done growing, it flouriſhes a long Time alto- 


gether in the ſame State, 

Why, by Age again declining, do the Menſes 
gradually diminiſh, and the Periods be- 
come longer? — Why do the Menſtrua re- 
turn very flowly in Women recovering 
from a very long Illneſs? 

Becauſe the Blood being exhauſted by a 
Chronical Diſtemper, very difficultly recovers 
its ancient State, Thus after Child-bearing, 
many Women intermit two or three Periods ; 


inaſmuch as the Humours are almoſt exhauſt 


ed by the Flux of the Lochia: The fame will 
alſo happen from any conſiderable Evacuation 
either by Hemorrhage, Sweat, Urine, or Stool, 
&c.—In bilious Temperaments, in a hotter Cli- 
mate eſpecially near the Equator, the Menſes 
flow ſomewhat earlier, more copiouſly, and fi- 
niſh their Periods ſooner, — In the Northern 
Countries, the Menſes very often do not appear 
till after the ſecond Septenary: Hence Hip- 

ocrates tells us, that in Cities expoſed to the 
cold Winds, the Virgins ripen more flowly”, 
He likewiſe remarks, that in the Scythian 
Women the uterine Flux is found to be not 
only later, but alſo in ſmaller Quantity. 
In dainty and luxurious Women, the Flux is 
often continued beyond the th Day, Ac- 
cording to Hippocrates*, The Menſes flow 
more plentifully in Perſons who have been 


© Morb. Mul. 1. 19. 
cor pulent, 
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corpulent. The ſame likewiſe happens in thoſe 
whoſe Veſſels are very large, as in lean Per- 
ſons, or whoſe Bodies are leſs perſpirable, as 
in the Indolent*, Halen, has obſerved the 
ſame in delicate Women, who abound in 
Humours, With whom alſo agrees the Sen- 
timent of Hippocrates, that the Menſes con- 
tinue long upon Women of a watry i. e. a 
very moiſt Conſtitution*, On the other 
Hand, in fat Perſons, or thoſe of a groſſer 
Habit, as Hippocrates remarks d, and in thoſe 
who either uſe a {lender Diet, or much Exer- 
Ciſe, the Flux is terminated ſooner, It is rec» 
koned by Hippocrates as a Sign of Fatneſi, 
if the Flux ſtops within three Days. Upon 
the fame Account is it that the Menſes ceaſe 
much ſooner in fat Women, namely, at the 
thirtieth or five and thirtieth Year, as Foreſtus 
witneſſes 7. It may alſo be remarked that in 
theſe Perſons, the Menſes may be wholly ſup- 
preſſed without any Injury; as alſo in thoſe 
who frequently let Blood, which is both no- 
ted by Authors, and confirmed by Experience. 
It any one inquire into the Cauſes of theſe 
Varieties, he will find the Diſagreement of the 
reciprocating Flux to depend wholly upon the 
various Genius of the Plethora, whence they 
are derived, and which may be very eaſily 
changed: innumerable Ways, by- thoſe Means, 
that either promote or retard the Menſes. 


2 Duret. in-Holler. 253. o Moth. vulg. © Epid. 6. 1. 
© Morb. Mul. 1. 15, Morb. Mul. 1. 1 5. f Lib. 28. 
ebſ. 3. | 
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Among thoſe Things which ſooner bring 
down the Menſes, the Chief are, @ Fever, 
Coition, drinking much, violent Motion, Vomi- 


ting, Sneezing, Anger, the Hyſterick Paſſion, 
the Suppreſſion of a cuſtomary Evacuation, and 


Emmenagogues : All which introduce a Ple- 
nitude into the Blood, or irritate the Veſſels 
with a certain Stimulus, 

On the other Hand, thoſe Things by which 
the Menſes are retarded, are immoderate Cold, 
Sorrow, a ſudden Fright, foo great an Eva- 
cuation, incraſſating Diet, a Crudity of Hu- 
mours, Acids, aſtringent Medicines: And all 
theſe either encreaſe the Lentor of the n 
or diminiſh its Momentum. 
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CH AP. VI. 
Symptoms of the incipient Menſtrua. 


— 


HES E Accidents are numerous, and not 
to be met with in every Woman in the 
Beginning of her Menſes; yet all theſe Acci- 
dents in general ſpring from the particular 
Plethora of the Uterus, thus: | 
1. The principal and moſt conſtant Acci- 
dent of the approaching Menſtrua, is an Heat 
and Pain of the neighbouring Parts, eſpecially 
in the Region of the Kidneys, or rather in the 
lower Part of the Loins, where the Ligamenta 
lata of the Matrix are inſerted, or m—_— 
the 
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the lower Vertebræ of the Back. The Parts 
adjacent to the Uterus ſuffer more Pain than 
any other, becauſe the Plethora is chiefly ac- 
cumulated in that Region, upon the account 
of the great Number of Veſſels; and becauſe 
the Loins and the Hips have Nerves in com- 
mon with them which run to the Uterzs. 

2. Pain about the O pubis, or more poſte- 
riourly, according as the anteriour or poſte- 
riour Part of the Matrix is obſtructed, 

3. Pain in the Groins, from the Infarction of 
the Ligamenta rotunda. | 

4. A Wearineſs in the Legs, becauſe the 
Uterine Veſſels are fo ſwelled with Blood, that 
they compreſsthe Origines of the Nerves, which 
are carried from the Os Sacrum to the Legs; 
and ſuch a Compreſſion as this intercepts the 
Spirits, and brings a certain Stupor on the 


Lags; which almoſt always happens in Women 
big with Child, for the ſame Reaſon as it alſo 
often does in thoſe Perſons, whoſe Urine has 
been long ſuppreſſed. Therefore Hippocrates 


tells us, that there is ſome Danger of a Lame- 
neſs from an Obſtruction of the Menſes. 

5. A Faintneſs invades; becauſe in a Ple- 
bora, both the Body labours under too great 
a Weight, and the tender Veſſels of the Brain 


are fo ſwelled, that they ſhut up almoſt all 
the Paſſages into the Nerves by their Com- 


W preſſion; wherefore a leſs Copia of Spirits is 
derived to the Members. 


E 6. Some- 
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6. Sometimes the one, ſometimes the other, 
and frequently both the Labia pudendi are 
tumified, as one or both Sides of the Vagina 
are overcharged with Blood; for it is rare that 
the Hæmorrbage proceeds from all Parts of the 
Vagina or Matrix at the ſame Time. 7 
7. The Colatoria lactea of the Uterus, are 
tumified in the ſame Proportion that theſe of 
the Breaſts are; ſo that from the Degree of 
Tumification in the latter, we may judge of 

it in the former, 1 

8. Theſe Patients are ſubject to Pica and 
Malacia, through the Vice of the digeſtive 
Ferments from the univerſal Plethorga. 43 

9. Frequent Motions to Urine every two 
Hours or the like, from the Compreſſion of the 
Bladder by the turged Uterus; whence it con- 
tains but a ſmall Quantity of Urine at a Time. 
Or this may be explained by the inflammatory 
State the Bladder is in, from the Abundance 
of Blood it now receives; moreover the 
Heat of the circumambient Viſcera is commu- 
nicated to the Urine, whence an Impulſe to 
Micturition, like what is obſervable in ſala- 
cious Bitches, &c. | = 

10. Here are alſo cholick Pains, or rather 
Painsof the Matrix, which emulate the cholick. 

11. Diarrbæas, Teneſms, Hemorrhoids, and 
the like, are alſo frequent Attendants of thus 
Affection; becauſe of the inflammatory Obſtru- 
ction and great Senſibility of the Inteſtines, &c. 

12. Head-achs, eſpecially by Night, from 
the Paticnt's horizontal Situation; om the 

ame 
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ſame Cauſe ſpring alſo Megrims and other 
Aﬀections of the Head, which are more or 
leſs intenſe, according to the Degree of the 
Plethora, and Reſiſtance of the uterine Veſſels. 
Hippocrates * remarks that theſe Pains of the 
Head chiefly attend Virgins at the Approach 
of the Menſes. Paulinus d tells us, that at 
this Time, together with the Pain of the 
Head, Veficule have alfo ariſen behind the 
Ears. In like Manner Baglivi © makes men- 
tion of a periodick Swelling in the Clavicles. 
The Congh, Dy/þn&#a, and other Symptoms of 
the Breaſt, proceed from the Accumulation of 
the Blood in the Lungs. - 

- 13. To the preternatural Quantity of Blood 
in the, Head, may be alſo referred the Patient's 
frequent Dreams, or they may be owing to 
her Reſtleſneſs and Pain. 

14. At the Approach of the Menſtrua, 
Women are alſo ſubject to Hyſterick Fits, as 
we ſhall explain in the Chapter of that Diſ- 
order. 

15. At this Time Women are very ſala- 
cious, and extreamly covet Venery; for to this 
Purpoſe are partly intended the Menſtrua, as 
we obſerve in all other Animals, when they 
have this Flux. 

I hitherto intended to ſpeak of the morbid 
Suppreſſion of the Menſes immediately after 
the preceeding Symptoms; but I find it more 
to my Purpoſe to continue ſtill my Diſcourſe 

Predict. 2. 39. d Med. Septentr. p. 39. Fibr. 
mo: p. 5 | a | 
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of ſome other Caſes concerning the incipient 8 


Menſtrua, reſerving their Suppreſſion for a 
particular Chapter, wherefore, 

I. The moſt natural and ordinary Menſtru- 
ation happens to young Women about the 


Age of fourteen or fifteen, through the great 


Quantity of Chyle and Blood which they 
engender at that Time, and which is more 


than is requiſite for the Reſtauration of their 
Solids, Gc. Then the Breaſts and Matrix ſwell 
with a milky Humour, the venal Appendices 
are compreſſed, and the ſuperfluous Blood of 


the Uterus is diſcharged by the Mechaniſm be- 


fore-mentioned, without any great Pain or other 
accidents, eſpecially if the Subject be of a hale, 
replete, and flexible Conſtitution, in which 


caſe the Phyſician is rarely conſulted. It may 
happen that ſome Maids may have their Or- 
dinaries in our Climate at the Age of ten or 
eleven Vears; but this anticipated or prema- 
ture flux is owing to the reading of obſcene 
Books, unchaſt Touching, Sc. for hereby the 
Subject becomes as it were a Woman before 
her due Time, 

2, If the Hardneſs and Inflexibility of the 
Matrix powerfully reſiſts the Dilatation of 
it's Veſſels, and that the Patient makes at 
the ſame Time much Chyle, a proportional 
Quantity of Milk will in vain preſent itſelf to 
the Vaſa lactea of the Matrix and Breaſts, 
which, for want of Reception in either Place, 
will regurgitate into the Blood, mix itſelf 


with all the other Humours, and, as it were, 
dulcify 
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dulcify them. Thus the Sali va and gaſtrick Juice 
will become inſipid, their ſaline Stimulus being 
blunted; wherefore it will make no Impreſſion 
on theſe Organs. Hence ſuch affected Perſons, 
thro' a depraved Appetite, covet acrid and 
high ſeaſoned Meat, till at Length a real Pica 
or Malacia ſupervenes. To theſe Accidents 
add the Symptoms of an univerſal Plerbora, 
as ſeveral Affections of the Head, general 
Laſſitude, Cachexy, Lentor and Spiſſitude of 
the Humours, Hence edematous Tumours of 
the Head, Hands, Feet, &c. difficult Reſpira- 
tion, and the like, without any Accident of 
the Menſtrua in the Uterus. 

To this Inflexibility or Hardneſs of the Ma- 


W #r:x, are ſubject; 1. Such as have early Men- 


firua; for an early Action of the Blood on 
theſe Veſſels renders them dry and hard. 
2. Atrabiliary and hot Conſtitutions, for- the 
ſame Reaſons. 3. Such as have Obſtructions 
in the abdominal Viſcera; for by this Means 
the Uterus is preternaturally glutted with Blood, 
and its Veſſels become very ſtubborn. 4. This 
Vice may be owing to an ill Conformation, 
as in Perſons of a very little Stature, 676. 
boſe, Gc. for as all the other Viſcera are 
ſmall, and as it were contracted in thoſe Wo- 
men, it is probable that the Matrix is alſo. 
3. This Caſe is directly oppoſite to the firſt; 
for in this are all the Accidents of Menſtrua- 
tion, without a Flux; becauſe the Vaja lac- 
tea receive their wonted Humour, but they 
do not diſcharge it; wherefore they compreſs 
E 3 the 
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the Appendices cacti, which are ſoon after 
diſtended with Blood, without any Evacua- 
tion. Hence the menſtrual Symptoms appear 
very numerous; the Head, Breaſt, and par- 


ticularly the Abdomen, are variouſiy affected; 
Pica, Malacia, and at length Hyſterick Fits 9 


ariſe, through the irritation of the Nerves, 


by the Infarction of the uterine Veſſels. 1 
Hence alſo ſpring Scirrhus and Cancers of the 


Matrix, from the Retention and Induration of 
the Milk in the Colatoria ladtea. This Caſe 
is very frequent, and in it all the Veſſels of 
the Uterus ſuffer by the Extremities of the 


Appendices cact, which does not open nor 
ield to the im pelled Blood. I 
4. In the fourth Caſe the venal Appendices 3 
only diſcharge their Contents; but the Calats- 
ria lattea remain conſtantly turgid; whence 
Scirrhus and other Evils are to be apprehended, 
Moreover, theſe Colatoria being perpetually 
turgid, compreſs, without Intermiſſion, the 
Appendices caci; whence a habitual Flux of | 
Blood may ſupervene, which is not void of 
Danger, with ſeveral other bad Conſequences, 
too tedious to be mentioned, 
5, This laſt Caſe is the enn of the for- 
mer; for herein the venous Appendices diſ- 
charge no Blood; but the Colatoria lactea per- 
petually diſcharge their Contents; whence an 
habitual Fluor Albus, the ſanguin Veins being 
no way compreſſed. To this Affection are 


fybject young Women of a weak and il]-nou- 
riſhed 
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riſhed Conſtitution, particularly thoſe who uſe 
unchaſte Touching too early. 
Thus far of ſeveral Accidents, which re- 
ard only the incipient Menſtrua, or ſuch as 
Ra to young Women about the Age of 
fourteen or fifteen Years. Now of the 


DiaGNosSTICKS. 


3 According to the Method we have hitherto 
X followed, we may deduce four Diſorders, al- 
moſt different from the various States hitherto 
mentioned; to one or the other of which, 
moſt young Girls are ſubject, t 
4 1, If you diſcover no Symptoms of the 
MNenſtrua in the Uterus, as Pain, Weight, 
Se. but that the Patient is ſubject to the Ac- 
' FF cidents of Chlorofis, as Diſtaſte, Pica, Mala- 
FF} cz4, ſpontaneous Laſſitude, Weakneſs, difficult 
' FX Reſpiration, and Suffocation, Pains of the 
Head, œdematous Swelling of the Feet by 
a Day, of the Viſage by Night, &c. you may 
; F conclude that the Irregularity of the Men- 
FX /frus, in theſe young Subjects about nine, ten, 
Ge. Years of Age, is owing to the want of 
Acceſs of their reſpective Humours into the 
Colatoria lactea and Apendices, whence they 
regurgitate into the Blood, and cauſe the Chlo- 
roſis, &c. | 
2. In this State, as the Colatoria and Appen- 
dices are filled with their Humours, and nearer 
their Exit than in the above State, the Urerus 
= ſuffers all the Accidents of Menſtruation, ex- 
I : E 4 cept 


— 
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cept the very Flux: Nor are theſe of a Chloro- 
is ſometimes, tho' indeed moſtly, wanting. By 
theſe Pains, and other Symptoms of Menſtrua- 
tion recurring at certain Intervals in the Uterus 
and Abdomen, this State is diſtinguiſhable from 
the former, wherein no ſuch are. 

3. If theſe Girls have a habitual ſanguin Flux, 
without any Evacuation of Milk, and that 
they have the Accidents of a Ch/orofis, and ſe- 


veral others beforementioned, as Inſomnia, c. 
You may conclude that it proceeds from the 
Facility the Blood finds, not only in entering 
the Apendices, but in expanding and opening 
them into the Uterus, whilſt the Colatoria 
lactea remain continually full without Evacu- 
ation, only the Regurgation of the Milk into 


the Blood, whence the Cholorofis, &c. This 
Malady, by what we have ſaid, is eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the reſt. AJ 
4. This State is the reverſe of the former, 
the Flux being continually white, or ſome- 
times like the waſhings of Fleſh; the former 
happens when the Colatoria are never turgid, 
but ſo lax as to let their Contents paſs as fait as 
they come, and ſo never compreſs the Veins: 
The Flux is ſomewhat bloody, if they ſwell a 
little, ſo as to compreſs the ſanguin Veins. 
This kind of Diſorder is manifeſt of itelf. 


PRoGNOSTICKS, 


In order to make a good Prognoſtick of the 


Conſequences of the foregoing Diſorder and its 
| Varieties, 


nz Wy * 2 . 
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Varieties, you are to conſider that the Defect 
of Menſtruation in general is a dangerous 
Affection. You are next to compare with each 
other the different Symptoms and Caſes above- 
mentioned, that thence you may deduce a 
prudent Judgment of your Patient's Condi- 
tion. * f 6 

All in general know, that it 1s as natural 
as happy for Women to have their Menſes 
without any preternatural Accidents ; for ſuch 
argue a good Diſpoſition of the Uzerus, both 
for Generation and its other Functions. On 


the contrary, vicious or irregular Menſtruation 


gives room to a Train of bad Conſequences, 
as Pains. of the Matrix, and other Parts of 
the Body, Moreover it denotes ſome Perma- 
nent Vice in that Organ, and what is worſe, 
its Unfitneſs for Generation, and though this 


may happen, the Infant is commonly weak 


and ſickly. 
In particular ſuch as have a Suppreſſion or 


irregularity of their Menſtrua with a Chlorofis, 


yet have no great Obſtructions or other conſi- 


derable Vice of the Matrix; theſe, I, ſay are 
happier than ſuch as have a continual Fluor 
Albus, or ſanguine Flux, The Fluor Albus is 
much worſe, becauſe it pre-ſuppoſes a great 
Weakneſs in the Colatoria lactea, whoſe Cure 
is very difficult, Nor is a habitual ſanguine 
Evacuation without Danger, in as much as it 
denotes an obſtinate Infarction of the Vaſa 
lactea, which frequently degenerates into 
Scirrbus, &c, Moreover it is of dangerous Con- 

: ſequence 
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ſequence that the venal Appendices ſhould be 
conſtantly kept open. Fs 


As to the Treatment of any of the former 
Caſes, when combined with a Chloro/is, Cho- 
lick, and ſuch like Pains, or without ſuch Pains, 
with ſanguine Evacuations, Fluor Albus, &c. 3 
nay a Chlorofis of any other Kind; 1 ſhall re- 
fer you to the Article of the Chloroffs, and to 
that of the Fluor Abbas. Wherefore the only 
Caſes which I intend to make the Object of 
this Cure, are, 

1. That wherein the Fibres of the Urerus 
are hard and inflexible, 2. That which is at- 
tended with the uſual Symptoms of the Men- 
firua, without any ſuch Flux, in which Caſe we 
are to ſuſpect a Spiſſitude of the Blood, with a 
languid Circulation, or weak Momentum: A 
Theſe are the ſecond and third Caſes above- 
mentioned, whoſe Method of Cure is much 
the ſame : 80 let the following Indications be 
_ obſerved; 1. To relax the Uferus, 2. To 
attenuate and dilute the Blood and augment zz 
it's Momentum. As the Intentions of Cure are 
two-fold, ſo are the Remedies: 

1, The diluting, refreſhing and relaxing 
Medicaments are Ser. lact. Chalybeat. Baths of 
warm Water, to facilitate the Menſtrua, and 
to be continued more or leſs, according to the 
Patient's Temperament; for a bilious, hot and 
dry Conſtitution demands their Continbation 

longer 
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longer than other Perſons, particularly relax- 


ed and ſanguine Temperaments. 

Theſe Remedies may be ſucceeded by Bit- 
ters, as Decoctions of Chamedrys, Abſynth, 
Ge. to reſtore a due Tonus to the Parts, in 
order to a ſufficient Evacuation of the Blood, 
by ſtrong Contractions of the Solids, 

2. Aperitive and attenuating Remedies ſhould 
be employed ; as Broths with aperitive Plants, 
aperitive Waters made with Iron-Ruſt, chaly- 
beated White-wine with the ſame Thing, or 
Crocus Mart. aper. to xx gr. which laſt ma 
be alſo exhibited in Form of EleQtuaries, 
Boles, Cc. Porphyriz'd Filings of Iron are 
alſo recommended, and mercurial Preparations, 


particularly Æthiops mineral. ign. pp. from 
xij. to XX. gr. 
If theſe Aperitives be inſufficient, you may 
have Recourſe to more efficacious Emmena- 
gogues; ſuch are Ga/ban. Sagapen. and the like 
Gums, which are commonly the moſt infallible 
Deobſtruents in this Caſe, only they over-heat 
the Patient; wherefore they, or the like, ſhould 
be always preceded by diluting and cooling Re- 
medies; nay, both are frequently combined, for 
which Reaſon mineral Waters are of preat 
Uſe in difficult Menſtruation, particularly the 
Aguæ acidulæ for the Summer Time. For 
by the Water they cool and dilute, by their 
mineral Particles they are Deobſtraents. The 


Ag. Thermales, ſuch as theſe of Balleruc are 
excellent in Winter, 


59. You 


derate Exerciſe; ſhe is to divert and diſſipate 4 5 
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ou are to obſerve that the mildeſt Claſs 
of Aperitives ſhould be firſt begun with aſcend. 
ing gradually to more powerful ones, as Ne. 
ceſſity requires. 3 
_ Having thus far treated your Patient, you 
are to confine her to a ſtrict Regimen and mo- 


8 
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herſelf; ſhe ſhould ride in rugged and uneaſy y; 
Places, or in jolting Carriages. Thus far of | ® 
the Therapeutick Cure, we now come to ſome 
Reflections thereon, © 1 
1. The Cure of difficult or ſuppreſſed Men- = 
ſtrua, attended by a Fluor Albus, ſhould ne- 
ver be undertaken in Autumn or Winter, 
only it ſhould be palliated if Neceſſity requires, 
till the following Spring, which is the prin- 
cipal Time of attempting a radical Cure, as 
above; and in the ſucceeding Summer, the Pa- 
tient may uſe Bathing and mineral Waters. 
2, You are never to infiſt too much upon WF 
provoking the Menſtrua, for Nature abhors 
Violence, nor. ſhould unripe Fruit be pulled off 
too early; wherefore you ſhould proceed gra- 
dually and patiently, the Diſorder being long 
and obſtinate. But if the Diſorder eludes your 8 
Efforts, and that the Menſtrus do not till 
appear, you muſt palliate the Evil. 3 
In order to this, firſt let Blood to diminiſh 
the Plethora, and carry it off another way, ſeeing 
it cannot be diſcharged by its natural Paſſages. 
Next you may purge betwixt whiles, order- 
ing in the intervals diluting, aperitive, and diu- 
retiek Remedies, as chalybeated Wine or Wa- 
ter ; 


2 
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ter; for theſe contribute to remove the Ob- 
]- Ecrucions and ſtrengthen the Solids; where- 
. fore you ſhould inſiſt a long Time on them. 
lf all theſe prove in vain; the only Anchor 
X/acra is Matrimony, for hereby the animal 
1 Spirits are invited to the Uzerus, it becomes 
flexible and fit for its uſual functions; nay, 
it has been frequently obſerved, that ſuch Pa- 
tients having eluded the Force of all other 
RNemedies, have had their Ordinarzes their 
Wedding Night, or immediately after, or if 
they then fail, they ſeldom do after Parturi- 
tion. Hence it appears, that it is better timely 
co adviſe your Patient to marry, if it can be 
conveniently done, than to torment her with 
a vain Apparatus of Remedies. Therefore 
X Coition is recommended by H:ppocrates * to 
X attenuate and heat the Blood, to relax the 
Uterus, and to prepare an eaſier Paſſage for the 
Mensen. That this Motion of the Blood is 
x cauſed by the Semen maſculinum, is apparent 
enough from thoſe Symptoms which the Wo- 
men are ſeized with at the Time of Concep- 
tion. And for this Reaſon it is, that Coition 
is commonly eſteemed the laſt Remedy in a 
menſtruous Suppreſſion: Upon which Account 
it is every where recommended to the Wo- 
men by Hippocrates; which however, if it 
ſhould be immoderate, will alſo excite an in- 
moderate Flux ; as is experienced by pregnant 
Women, who for that Reaſon frequently mi/- 
carry, 
* Dit, 2. 26, > Genitur 9. 7, 
It 


larly convulſive and epileptick Motions, ſpit- 
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It may be demanded, 1. Whether bleeding 
is uſeful in this diſorder ? 2. Where it ſhould 
be performed? 

As to the firſt Queſtion; if the Plethora and 
Infarction of the Veſſels be conſiderable, if 
the Accidents be many and violent, particu- 


ting of Blood, &c. bleeding in theſe Caſes is 
doubtleſs very uſeful, ſo that it be done with 
Prudence and Caution. 
The ſecond Queſtion is variouſly decided; 
ſome recommend to bleed only in the Foot, 
others in the Arm, As for my Part, I think 
it may be inſtituted in both Places, accord- 
ing to the Circumſtances, v. g. If there be 
a Likelihood of provoking the Menſtrua; as 
when they begin to appear by ſome few Drops, 
or the like, bleed in the Foot. If this fails, 
it denotes too great Reſiſtance of the Uerus; 
ſo for fear of augmenting the Infarction, 
bleed afterwards rather in the Arm. But the 
bleeding in the Arm alone is much prefera- 
ble, when we have no Hopes of reducing 
the Menſtrua; for the general Plethora is 
thereby, at leaſt, diminiſhed and a IO 
is procured. | 
It may be perhaps objected, that in a Fluor 
Albus no Menſtrua ſhould appear, ſeeing the 
emptied lacteal Ducts of the Matrix cannot 
compreſs the Veins: This I own is true, when 
all the Vaſa lactea of the Uterus are thus eva- 
cuated; But as there are frequently ſome of 
them, perhaps che one half, one third, or the * 
which 
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which are not, theſe e ee preſs 
their correſponding Veins; whence a partial 
ſanguine Flux, at leaſt, ſnould happen, as Ex- 
perience proves. 40S 


* 


Cn ave. VII. 
Of the declining Menſtrua. 


ITHERTO I have treated of ſome 

Irregularities which attend the incipient 
Catamenia; now I come to the Accidents, 
which attend them at their Declenſion, or 
betwixt forty and fifty Years of Age. 

As theſe two Caſes, as well of the incipient 
as declining Menſes are not eſteemed morb:d, 
or of any great Conſequence, moſt of our 
medicinal Authors have neglected them in 
their Writings, But ſeeing they very frequent- 
ly demand the Phyſician's Care, I think it 
neceſlary to give you an Idea as well of their 
Conſequences as 'Freatment, that when you 
meet with ſuch, you may not be unacquainted 
with either. 

The better to underſtand the preſent Affe- 
ction, it will be neceſſary to examine why the 

Menſtrua once beginning, ſhould decline, or 
entirely ceaſe, about the Time already mention- 
ed; or, what comes to the ſame Purpoſe, why 
the uterine Veſſels from being flexible and 


open 
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open, become rigid and contracted. We have 
before explained how the Menſtrua are diſ- 
charged in the natural State. Now let us 
ſuppoſe that the Veſſels intended for that Pur- 
poſe, gradually become corrugated, dry and 
hard, juſt as by age it happens to the viſible 
Parts of the Body, particularly the Skin of 
the Face, and above all, the Subſtance of the 
Breaſts, which ſympathize almoſt in every 
Reſpect with the Matrix; thus the Reſiſtance 
of the uterine Veſſels, is at length ſo far aug- 
mented, that they receive neither Milk nor 
Blood, in a ſufficient Quantity to provoke the 
Menſes, though there be as much Chyle en- 
gendred at forty- five, as at the Age of fifteen 
or twenty, when ſhe had abundant Menſtrua. 
This Diminution or natural Suppreſſion of 
the Menſes may happen in their Quantity, 
Quality, Duration or Period: Thus the Quan- 
tity may become leſs than uſual; the Quality 
may be changed by the Mixture of other 
Humours, but little Blood; the Duration may 
be ſhorter, as inſtead of holding three or four 
Days, they may hold but one; the Period is 
rolonged when, inſtead of recurring month- | 
ly the Men/irua appear but once in two or 
three Months. The Menſes thus declining, IM ( 
may admit of the following Varieties, | | Fl 


1. They may decreaſe gradually, the Inter- c 
vals ſtill growing longer, till they intirely 


ceaſe, without any particular Accidents of Sup- 
reſſion, but what a ſimple Plethora of the 


whole Body may induce, viz. a Chlorofis * 
| the 


| 
3 
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the like, that being the moſt ordinary 8ym- 


tom: This is the natural and moſt ccmmon 
Ceſſation of the Menſtrua, and rarely demands 
the Attendance of the Phyſician. _ 

2. The Blood may be collected in the ute- 
rine Veſſels with all the Aparatus of a par- 


= ticular Pletbora, and the ordinary. Accidents 


of an impending Flux, as Head-Achs, diffi- 


cult Reſpiration, Pains of the Matrix, Pica 


and Malacia; in a Word, all the Symptoms 


ich attended before, in the Time of regu- 
lar Menſtruation, appear now without any 
Flux. 


If the ſanguine Veins are conſtantly com- 


pteſſed by the obſtinate Plenitude of the Vaſa 
Lactea, a habitual Flux of the Blood may 
happen by the Rupture of the Appendices 
cæcæ; whence ariſe the ordinary Symptoms of 


great Hemorrhages, as Weakneſs, convulſive 


Y :od byſterick Motions, &c. which oblige the 
Patient to keep her Bed. 


4. A Fluor Albus, without any ſanguine E- 


vacuation, may ſupervene, in which . Caſe 
the Vaſa lactea alone give Way to their Con- 
tents. | 


Obſerve, that I will not follow my uſual 


Order, or the analytick Method in the fol- 
$ lowing Explication; but I ſhall be obliged to 
change it for the ſynthetick one, in order to 


combine and compare the various Caſes which 
will preſent themſelves hereafter, 
But to return to the Explication of the four 


already mentioned Caſes. | 
F 1. The 


ture with the /aliva, gaftrick and pancreatict 


that the Trunks of theſe Veſſels are ſoft and 
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1. The Menſtrua decline, as in the firſt, . 
when the Colatoria lactea and ſanguine Veins WG 
are equally hardened and dilated; for they do 
not then reciprocally compreſs each other; 
conſequently no Flux will enſue, nor other 
Accidents, but what a fimple Plethora may 
create, or the Abſorption of the ſuperfluous 
lateal Humour into the Blood, whoſe Mix- 


Juice, will produce Inappetency and the like, 
From the Plethora will ariſe languid Circul:- 
tion, Laſſitude, c. Theſe Accidents are more 
common and conſiderable in the Winter, than 
in any other Seaſon of the Year ; becauſe of 
the additional Hardneſs and Conſtruction of the 
Solids, with the Spifſitude and Lentor of the 
Humours, which the Cold induces; whilſt in 
the fair Weather, fuch Patients have their 
Menſes now and then, thro' the Rarefaction 
of the Fluids, and Relaxation of the Solids. Mi 
2, The Declining Menſtrua without a Flux, 
as in the ſecond Cafe, are owing to the unc- 
qual and difform Hardneſs of the uterine, ve. 
nal, and lacteal Ducts: For we are to ſuppoſe 


pliable enough to receive their reſpective Juices; 
but that their Extremities are ſo hard and cor- 
rugated, that they do not ſhed their Contents 
into the Matrix, though they mutually com- 
preſs each other, and that all the other Con- 
ditions of a menſtrual Flux are preſent, ex. 
cept the real Effuſion of Blood. Hence will 


reſult Pains of the Loins, Urerus, &c, hier 
,. it 
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Fits, and other convulſive Motions, intenſe 
Redneſs of the Face, with Regurgitation, at 
length, of the uterine Milk into the Blood, 
and all the other Symptoms of approaching 
Menſtrua, which continue, nevertheleſs, much 
longer than in the ordinary State; becauſe 
the Infarction of the Uterus is more con- 
ſtant, 

To this laſt Species of defective Menſtrua- 
tion are ſubje& thoſe who have a vicious Con- 
formation in the Extremities of the aboveſaid 
Veſſels, from the Induration of the internal 
Tunic of the Nerus; for the Orifices of the ſaid 
Veſſels are hereby cloſed and compreſſed, which 
Accident is common with Women who never 
bore any Children; for Child-bearing mollifies 
and relaxes the Uterus. | 

3. The habitual ſanguine Flux, which ſome- 
times ſupervenes the declining Menſtrua, is 
owing to the Plenitude of the Colatoria lactea, 
which compreſs, without Interruption, the u- 
terine Veins: Wherefore we are to ſuppoſe 
that their Contents have no Iflue, that they 
are alſo corrugated, whilſt the Veins are ſoft, 
pliable, and ſubject to yield and open at their 
Extremities, to the impelled Blood. But as 
theſe Diſpoſitions are permanent in both Kinds 
of Veſſels, the Flux is fo too; only it is 
ſomewhat more abundant at the Time the 
Menſtrua were accuſtomed to return; nay, 
then-it is more or leſs, according to the De- 
gree of Compreſſion on the Veins. As the 
Extremities of the uterine lacteals refuſe a 

F 2 Paſſage 
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Paſſage to their Contents, the Milk regurgitates 
into the Blood by the lymphatic Veins, juſt 


as we ſee in Conſequence; of ſuppreſſing the 4 


Breaſt-milk ; with this Difference, that the 


Regurgitation of the uterine Milk is ſlower, | 
This milky Humour mixed with the Blood 


creates the Accidents before mentioned; but 


theſe of the Hemorrhage are much worſe, 
ſeeing a Mareſmus or Conſumption, Ulcers of 
the Uterus, &c, frequently ariſe thence, More- 
over, this Affection preſuppoſes a habitual 
Weakneſs of ſome Parts of the Uterus, par- 


ticularly of the venal Appendices, whilſt there 


is an invincible Hardneſs in the Extremities 


of the. Colatoria,; the former is cauſed by fre- 
quent Child-bearing, the Parts to which the 


Placenta is annexed, being thereby conſidera- 


bly relaxed, eſpecially the Appendices, which 
alone are therein implanted. 
4. This Caſe is the reverſe of the former, 
for what we ſaid above of the Weakneſs and 
Laxity of the Appendices, may be here refcr- 
red to the Colatoria, whilſt the Plenitude and 
Hardneſs of the Extremities of the former, 
give Room to a habitual Compreſſion and 
Flux in the latter; but along with this Fluor 
Abus is allo frequently excerned, particularly 
at the accuſtomed Period of Menſtruation, a 
little Blood; the Reaſon why is palpable. 
The uſual Conſequences of this Accident 
are Maraſmus and Conſumption of the Pa- 
tient, ſlow Fever, which degenerates at Fog 
into a real Hectic one; nor have theſe Pa- 


tients 


* 
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tients any painful Impreſſions in the Uterus, 
no Chloroſis nor hyſteric Fits, Sc. 
Such as are moſtly ſubject to this Accident 
are Women already diſpoſed to a habitual 
Fluor Albus, who have a weak and lax Uterus, 
are of a phlegmatick Conſtitution, or have 
been accuſtomed to very plentiful Menſtrua. 
If the Menſes ſhould be ſuddenly reſtrained 
in thoſe who are more advanced in Nears, all 
thoſe Symptoms would certainly enſue, which 
uſually happen in a Suppreſſion of the Menſes. 
That therefore this Inconvenience may be a- 
8 voided, Nature has wiſely ordered, that as the 
Menſes gradually encreaſe with the growing 
Age, they ſhould alſo become by flow De- 
grees deficient, as the ſame again declines, 
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Nothing is eaſier than to diſtingiſh this Diſ- 
order into the above-mentioned Species; for, 
1. If we fee a Woman who was before re- 
gularly purged of her Menſtrua, but which 
have at length longer Intervals ſtill encreaſing, 
as inſtead of having them monthly, they re- 
turn but once in two Months, then once in 
three, and ſo on, without any ill Symptoms, 
ve may conclude her Caſe to be the firſt a- 
bove hinted at. n 


t 2. If we diſcover the Symptoms of a par- 
. ticular Plethora in the Uterus, and all the At- 
1 tendants of Menſtruation without a Flux, we 


f may be affured it is the ſecond Caſe, 
25 F 9 3. If 
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3. If the Flux is ſanguin and habitual, it 
is the third Species, 4 

4. If it be a conſtant Fluor Albus, you . 
may then conclude that the uterine Vaſa ladtea al 

alone are opened, whence appears the Exiſtence 1 
af the fourth Caſe. - 


PROGNOSTTexks. 


Theſe Signs regard not the natural Suppreſ- 
ſion or Declenſion of the Menſtrua, as ſuch, * 
ſeeing it is no Diſorder; but they regard it's 
Conſequences, Thus it is as great a Diſorder 
that a young Woman of twenty Years of iſ 
Age has not her Ordinaries, as it is when they il 
hold to fifty-five, or if they ceaſe at thirty 4 
five; wherefore theſe Prognoſticks reſpet il 
only the preternatural ones, or ſuch as ceaſe 
through ſome permanent or preternatural Vice 


in un Uterus, as Dropſies, &c. of that Or- 


The Accidents, in general, of this Affection 
are dangerous; thus if the Woman be young, 
a great Quantity of Milk will regurgitate from 
the Colatoria of the Uterus into the Blood, 
whence Chlorofis and other Accidents hitherto 
mentioned; to which add the ſeveral Symp- 
toms of a fimple Plethora, Rarefaction or 
Spiſſitude of the Blood, as Head-achs, Spit- 
ting of Blood, Sc. add to theſe the parti- 
cular Vice of the Uterus, as Scirrbus, Ob- 
ſtructions, Cc. all which are ſufficient to I 
render this Diſorder in general very dangerous; | 
yet 
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N yet the Danger -varies, according to the parti- 
FJ cular Caſes; as, 


1. If it be the firſt Caſe above-mentioned, 


EX without Tumour, Pain, or other bad Symp- 
toms of the Uterus, only attended with = 
= Accidents of a ſimple Plethora, Chlorofis, or 
the like, the Caſe is no way deſperate. 


2. If beſides the Chlorefis and 7 «6500 of 


2 Plethora, the Uterus be overcharged with 
Blood, with all the Symptoms of Menſtrua 
without a real Flux, the Caſe is much worſe; 


for you are then to apprehend Obſtructions 
of the Uterus, or a violent Hemorrhage, from 
the too great Diſtention and Rupture of the 
uterine Veſſels. 


3. A habitual ſanguin Flux, as in the third 


I State, preſages Conſumptions, various Kinds 
of Dropſy, or Ulcers of the Matrix, conſe- 


— it is to be pronounced a dangerous 
Ca 

4. The laſt mentioned Affection threatens ; 
much more, becauſe it gives room to more 
ſerious Conſumptions, but particularly to can» 
cerous Ulcers of the Matrix, through the cor- 
roſive Quality which the Humour of the 
Rur Albus n at length. 


a Cunn, 


Of the four different Caſes before mention- 
ed, we ſhall treat here only of the two firſt, 


reſerving that of the habitual or immoderate 
: 4 Menſtru- 
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Menſtruation for another Place, as alſo the 
Suppreſſion attended by a Fluor Albus. 

As to the two firſt, though they are not 
deemed real Diſorders, yet they juſtly deſerve 
the Phyfician's Attention; the Method of Cure 
of both is much the ſame. 1 
1. Therefore, that the Evacuation intercept- i 
ed by the Irerus may be recompenſed by driv- 
ing the Blood by other Paſſages, bleeding in 
the Arm, never in the Foot, is to be inſtituted; 


for bleeding in the latter would in vain derive 
the Humours to the Uterws; on the contrary, 


it would augment the Evil: Nor is Bleeding 


as neceſſary in the firſt, as in the ſecond Caſe; 3 


in general, it may be repeated every two 


Months, or according to ſome, every three 


Months, during the firſt Year of the declin- 
ing Menſes. Some order this only twice a 
Year; but the only Rule in this Caſe is the 
Patient's Temperament, Nouriſhment, and 
Degree of the Plethora, Next to bleeding, 
the Patient ſhould eat ſparingly and temperate- 
iy; nay, Nature is ſo provident at this Time, 
that ſhe diſpoſes moſt of theſe Patients to ab- 
Hor their Victuals, though fome Women in 
this Caſe, indulge their Appetite by forcing 
Nature; but theſe, as well as the former, 
ſhould abſtain from peppered or high-ſeaſoned 
Meats, and eat ſparingly of diluting cooling 
Aliments. Let them alſo exerciſe heartily, in 
order-to encreaſe Perſpiration, 


2. Let 
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2. Let them be gently purged every two 
Months, to ſcour the firſt Paſſages ; thus the 
Symptoms are alleviated, not only by cleanſing 
the Prime vie, but alſo by deriving the lacteal 
Humour, the principal Cauſe of the Evil, to 


4 W the inteſtines, and purging it by the Anus; 


for which Reaſons alſo Clyſters do not want 
Succeſs in this Diſorder. 

3. Next to Purgatives, I know no Reme- 
dies ſo efficacious as Diureticks, theſe particu- 
larly of the hot Kind; for they plentifully diſ- 
charge the Milk by Urine, as the Urine proves 
when it grows cold: Wherefore let the Pa- 
tient drink plentifully of Green or other Tea, 
or of the Infuſion of the Leaves of Meliſſ. 
Salu. Artemiſ. Matricar. or of the Infuſion 
of the ordinary vulnerary Plants. 

Two Reaſons, which the Phyſicians ſhould 
know, make Women ardently covet their Men- 
ftrua, 
I, Leſt, for want of their Ordinaries, they 
ſhould be eſteemed too old and unfit for Ge- 
neration ; wherefore they ſolicit the Phyſician to 
bleed them in the Foot, for which they alledge 
fome finiſtrous Reaſons, The Phyſician, out 
of Ignorance or Complaiſance, frequently yields 
to their Importunities, and orders this Bleeding; 
nay what is worſe, he preſcribes Emmena- 
gogues, both which may give Occaſion to a 
Rupture of the uterine Veſſels, and violent 
Hemorrhages, or to an Obſtruction and In- 
flammation of the Uterus. Thus you ſee the 
Neceſſity of being very prudent and cautious 

in 
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in your Viſits to old or out of date Women, 
who ſtrive to become, as it were young once 
again. 3 
4 Married Women whoſe Meru beyin to 
decline, ſtrenuouſly preſs for their Reſtauration, 
that they ſhould not, as they imagine, be de- 
 prived* of the Fruit of Generation: Or if it 
be a Widow or unmarried Women, who by 
Misfortune is pregnant, ſhe defires to have her 
| Menſes reſtored, in order to diſcharge werfelf IJ 
of her Burden. ; 
As to the Species of declining Menſtrua 
treated in the above Cute, if 'they be attended 
with violent hyſterick Fits, order Clyſters of 
the Decoction of Meliſſa, Artemi/. and the like, 
which if neceſſary, you may render carmina- 
tive, by adding Bacc. Laur. &c, the Diure- 
ticks above mentioned will be allo of Uſe, | 
ordering betwixt whiles, ſome anti-hyſterick 
Draugghts of the Waters of that Claſs, as Ag. 
Flor. Aurant. in which you put ſomething of 
Tinct. Myrrh. Afſ. Fætid. or the like, nay 
ſometimes a few drops of the Gutt. Anodyn. 


— — _ * 


0 HAP. VIII. "7 
of the morbid Suppreſſion of the Men- 


| rua. 
"HE Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua in ge- 
-neral, is three-fold, natural, non- natural 


and preternatural, or as they ſay contra na- 
furam; 
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turam; the firſt is that which happens to Wo- 
men betwixt forty and fifty Years old. The 
non-natural is obſervable in pregnant Women 
and Nurſes, both which are-not of the preſent 
purpoſe; ſo I come to the third, which will 
be the Subject of the preſent Diſcourſe, E 

This Suppreſſion happens in the interval of 
the incipient and declining Menſes, of which 
above; ſo it ſuppoſes that the Patient had 
regular Menſtruation before. t. 

Pbyſicians call that a Suppreſſion, where 
the Menſtrua diſappear intirely or in Part only: 
So we may diſtinguiſh it into perfect and im- 
perfect. The Menſes are ſaid to be totally ſup- 
preſſed, if no Signs thereof appear at the ex- 
peed Periods, or intermediate Spaces. The 
Menſtrua may be imperfect in their Duration, 
Quantity, or Period: Thus inſtead of hold. 
ing three or four Days, they may hold but 
one ; inſtead of twelve Ounces, fix only may 
be excerned; or finally, inſtead of returning 
Monthly, they may appear but once in fig 
Weeks or two Months, Cc. Thus if Wo- 
men have their menſtrual Diſcharge at longer 
Intervals, leſs copiouſly, or ſhorter Durations 
than uſual, they are commonly. ſaid to be 
obſtructed, | 


Cas. 


The Cauſes of regular Menſtruation, which 
yield great Light to this Theory, I preſuppoſe 
ſufficiently known to you, from what I have 


hitherto ' 
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hitherto ſaid, Now if the Veſſels intended for 
— the lacteal Humour or Blood, receive 
very little of either, a Suppreſſion of the Men ſes 
will ſupervene; the Cauſes of this are. 

1. The Vice of the Colatoria or Veſiculæ 
ladteæ, as their ' Hardneſs and Inflexibility; 
confequently they will not yield to their Dila- 
tation, nor receive their uſual Liquids. If 
this conſiſts in a vicious Conformation, a 11 3 
| bitual Suppreſſion will enſue. 

2. Theſe Colatoria may be obſtructed, com- 
preſſed, or deftoyed : The Obſtruction proceeds 
from inſpiſſated Lymph or Milk; the Compreſ- 
ſion from a Scirrbus, ſcirrhous Tumour, or In- 
flammation of the Uterus, far we find that all 
theſe Vices are attended with a Suppreſtion of 
the Menſtrua, though the Inflammation never 
cauſes an habitual one; the Deſtruction of the 
Veficule lacteæ is owing to Ulcers, Ge. of the 
internal Surface of the Uterus. | 

3. The Veſicles receive no Milk, when it 
does not prefent itſelf to their Orifices, as 
when it is diverted to other Emunctories: Thus 
it happens in Nurſes, by being carried off by 
the Breaſts; in theſe who exerciſe hard, by 
Tranſpiration; it is alſo drained away by the 
Encreaſe of other Evacuations, as frequent 
Veneſection, lar Hemorrhages, repeated 
Purgation, 1 nal 33 


4. Though the Colatoria lactea were in all 
other reſpects well conditioned, yet if they 
let their Contents flow as faſt as the Humours 


pe themſelyes, as we obſerve in a Fluor 
Albus 
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Albus, a Suppreſſion of Menſtrua will hap- 
pen for Want of Compreſſion on the ſanguin 
Veins. - | FIC | 

Theſe are the Vices of the Colatoria lactea. 
Now of the Vices of the Appendices cæcæ, 
which are, 1. their Hardneſs and Inflexibility; 
2, their Compreſſion or Conſtriction from the 
Hardneſs or contractile Force of the Matrix; 

the too ſmall Quantity of Blood which pre- 
= itſelf, 

1. The Hardneſs of the Appendices com- 
monly ſprings from a vicious Conformation of 
the Matrix ; whence ſome Women have an ha- 
bitual Difficulty of Menſtruation ; yet this is 
not ſufficient to. explain why a Woman once 
ſubject to regular Menſtrua may have after- 
wards a Suppreſſion of them. 

2. The Compreſſion or Conſtriction of the 
Veins is owing to a Scirrbusor violent Condenſa- 
tion and Contraction of their Fibres thro' ſudden 
Cold. Hence we obſerve, that the Menſtrua are 
in a ſmaller Quantity in Winter than in Sum- 
mer. This happens as naturally in the Nerus as 
we ſee it does in the Cutis in ſudden Colds. 

3. The laſt and moſt frequent Cauſe is the 
Ditticulty or rather Impoſſibility of impelling 
the Blood into the Appendices cace : For tho 
the venal Trunks are ſufficiently diſtended with 
Blood, no Diſcharge of the Menſes will enſue, 
if the Blood be not impelled in due Quantity, 
and, with ſufficient Force or Momentum into 
the ſaid Appendices, But as by the contractile 
Power and Elaſticity of the Solids, the Quan- 


tity 
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tity and Quality of the Fluids are in the pre- 
ent Caſe inſufficient to overcome the obſtruct. 


ing Cauſe of the above Appendices, no Flux 1 | 


will happen. 


1. The Motion of the Solids, particularly 3 
of the Heart, by whoſe Action the Humour: 
are principally impelled, is weakened by pre- 
ceding Diforders, Want of Animal Spirits thro' 
Hæmorrhages, Cc. to which add the lax Tex. 


tare and State of the Arteries. 


Quantity of the Blood; for if the Quantity be 


reduced to the 4, the Shock will be reduced 
to the 2, or to the Square of the extracted 
Quantity. The Want of ſufficient Blood is Þ 


owing to Hemorrhages, Want of due Nou- 


1 ® 


2. The Vice may conſiſt in the Quality of 
the Fluids, as their too great Spiſſitude; hence 
they will flow ſlowly. And as the Shock of 
all Bodies, according to that invariable Law of 
Phyſicks is equal to the Product of their Maſs 
multiplied by their Velocity; and their Velo- 
city in the preſent Caſe being very inconfider- 
able, they cannot ſurmount the Reſiſtance of | 

the Appendices, though in themſelves well 
conditioned, The Want of ſufficient Momen- 
tum may alſo proceed from a Defe& in the 


riſhment, ſevere Diſtempers, eſpecially ſuch as 


are accompanied with Evacuations, which im- 
poveriſh the Blood. 

If the Want of Velocity, and the Quantity 
of the Homours doth concur with their weak 
Impulſion by the Solids, the Effect will be the 
more ſenſible, the Reſiſtance will be infur- 
188 mountable, 
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mountable, conſequently no Menſtruation will 
enſue. „ 90% 1 | 
| Before we put an end to the Explication of 
the Cauſes, we ſhould explain, how the ſud- 
den Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua in the Time 
of their Flux doth happen; becauſe this is a 
particular Caſe, and ſomewhat foreign to the 
Suppreſſion we treat of, which commonly hap- 
pens by degrees, 
The moſt exact Obſervations we have on 
this Caſe inform us, that it is produced only 
= by two Cauſes: 1. By ſudden Cold, to which 
XX the Patient expoſes herſelf in the Time of the 
RX Flux, as being thin clothed, bathing her Bo- 
dy, Hands, or Feet in cold Water, drinking 
8 plentifully of the ſame, or going bare-footed ; 
laſtly, aſtringent Remedies which conſtringe 
the Veſſels, and render the Blood viſcid and 
cohæſive. 2. Violent Paſſions of the Mind, 
as ſudden Fear, Anger, Sadneſs, &c. 

1. By Cold is induced a ſudden Conſtriction 
of the Fibres of the Matrix, whereby the 
gaping Veſſels of that Organ are purſed up, 

as we ſee at the fame Time in the Fibres of 
© the Skin; or you may explain this Phænome- 
| non by the Laws of Sympathy, a Conſtriction 
of the Matrix being induced per conſenſum, 
| through the Conſtriction of the inferior Ex- 
tremities. | | 

2. The ſudden Suppreſſion. of this Flux 
thro” Paſſions of the Mind, is alſo an Effect 
of Sympathy; for as theſe produce a Con- 
vulſive Contraction in the other Parts, it is alſo 
[dsrayo.; probable 
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probable they have the ſame Power over the- 


Uterus. 5 
It may be objected, that as theſe Cauſes 


are tranſitory, 
This is true, when the above Paſſions are mo- 


derate; but if they be violent, the conſequent 


Suppreſſion may hold nine Months or more. 1 


the Effects ſhould be ſo too. 


This longer Duration I am apt to attribute to 4 7 
a kind of Coalition in the Orifices of the C:- 


preceding Contraction; wherefore the enſuing 
Impetus of the Blood muſt be conſiderable to 


overcome it. 
Thus we have explained as well the gra- 


dual as ſudden Suppreſſion of the Menſes, 


now of their 


DIFFERENCES. 


The Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua is perfect 


or imperfect, flow or ſudden, accompanied 


with no Accidents, as Pain, hyſteric Fits, &c. 


'or accompanied with many Symptoms: There 


is a Suppreſſion attended with a Fluor Albus, 
another without; in the former the Humor 
lacteus is diſcharged by the Urerus; in the 
latter it regurgitates into the Blood. 


SYMPTOMS, 


"Theſe Accidents are as various as the Spe- 


cies of Suppreſſion which they attend; for 
| ſome 


 Jatoria lactea, and venal Appendices; becauſe ll 
of their being purſed up for a Time by the 
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me are inſeparable from a ſudden Suppreſ- 
oon, others from a {low one; a Suppreſſion 
Mirith Fluor Albus has its particular Symptoms 
Is alſo that without ſuch a Flux: The fame 
hing may be ſaid of the Suppreſſion with In- 
arction of the erus, and of that where there 
no ſuch; wherefore to avoid Prolixity, we 
all deliver the Accidents of this Suppreſſion 
n general, remarking in the interim now and 
When, the particular Caſes to which they may 
e referred. | | 
1. Therefore, the Patient is ſubje& to Inap- 
oetency, from the Suppreſſion and Regurgita- 
ion of the lacteous Humour into the Blood; 
Sv hence it is mixed with the Saliva and Hu- 
or gaſtricus; from a Detect of which alſo 
Spring Pica and Malacia, or an unnatural 
eſire of Feeding on ſuch things as are ac- 
ounted nox1ous, or unfit for Nutrition ; both 
Svbich Accidents never appear when the Milk 
gs diſcharged, as in the Fluor Albus, by the 
Breaſts in Nurſes, by the Cutis in hard Exer- 
Fiſe, and ſuch like Evacuations. 
2. Heat and Pain in the Urerus; or, as 
ome refer them, in the Kidneys; uterine Cho- 
Wicks, Heavineſs or great Weight about the 
aſt Vertebræ of the Spina dorſi; all theſe pro- 
ced from the great Plenitude of the uterine 
Veſſels; but if the uterine Veins are not over- 
Fharged with Blood, nor the Colatoria with 
Milk, no particular Plzthora nor ſaid Acci- 
Pents ſupervene. TS. FIC. 4 
3. Nauſea and Vomiting, through the Irri- 
mg G tation 


the Uterus, or from the Infarction of the Ve. 
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tation induced by the Crudities from Indige. b 
ſtions, or by the Vice of the digeſtive Fer. 
ments; but I would rather explain this 6 
Sympathy, the Pains of the Urerus per ch 
ſenſum diſordering the Stomach ; juſt as it hay 
pens in conſequence of Nephritic Pains, 


as ſome will have it in the laſt Caſe by 1. 
Regurgitation of the Urine, which is blend 
with the Liquor Gaſtricus, &c. This Symp. 
tom is a frequent Attendant of the ſuddaf 
Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua. A 
4. Difficult Reſpiration, Affections of . 
Head, Sc. are Symptoms of a Pletbora; but i 
this be leſſened by other Evacuations, as Fα 
Abus, &c. few of theſe Symptoms appear, 

5. Conſtant Inſomnia and troubleſom 
Dreams, from the painful Impreſſions made a 


—_ 
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ſels of the Head. Theſe if you check a lit: 
by the Uſe of proper Remedies, you conven 
them at leaſt into odd Imaginations, . 
6. Hyſteric or Vapouriſh Fits, and frequent 
ly moſt of the Accidents of an Epilepſy, fron 
the Infarctions of the Lungs and convulliv d 
Contractions of the Diaphragm, Inteſtines, ©. y 
eſpecially if the Urerus be in an inflamm- P 
tory State. But of theſe more at length we o. 
we treat of Hyſteric Fits. 

7. In the Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua the p 
Blood ſometimes procures itſelf unuſual P p 
ſages, as by the Noſe, Fingers, Bulb of tb p 
Eyes, Inteſtines, Kidneys, Lungs, Cc. Some. 


times alſo the Plethora is critically diſcharg = fo 
| 3 85 


7 OF WOMEN. 83 
oy Ery/pelata, and other cutaneous Erup- 
tions of the Face and other Parts of the Bo- 
ay, which yield to no other Remedy but re- 
peated Bleeding. But in ſpight of all, the Blood 
is inclined to run to the ſame Parts at the 
ſtated Periods of Menſtruation, through the 
wWeakgeſs and feeble Refiſtance of the firſt af- 
fected Parts. Hence, if the Stomach be weak- 
er in Proportion than the other Parts, the 
Blood will incline that Way. The fame thing 
may be faid of the Face, Eyes, Lungs, &c. 
IE Wherefore the Phyſician ſhould be very cau- 
dus what kind of Remedies he is to uſe in 
ſuch Caſes; and theſe which he employs are 
co be levelled at the primary Diſorder; nor 
is be to take a pure Symptom for a real 
"RY Diſeaſe, | e 


DiaGNoOSTICS. 


| Theſe comprehend the Signs of the Diſor- 
der, of its Species, and of its Cauſes. 
a 1. The Diagnoſtics of the Diforder are evi- 
dent; for the Patient will ſufficiently inform 
vou that ſhe has a Suppreſſion of her Men- 
rua, with regard to their Duration, Quantity, 
or Period, or their different Combinations. 
But here occurs a Difficulty of great Im- 
portance, vi. to diſtinguiſh a morbid Sup- 
preſſion of the Menſtrua from that induced by 
Piegnancy, except the Phyfician has to do 
vich a Woman of Probity, or a married one; 
for the common People, and all thoſe defti- 
: _— tute 
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tute of good Principles, commonly impoſe on 
him, ſaying, that their Suppreſſion is morbid, 
in order to get rid of their Burthen by che 
Remedies ordered for that Diſorder: Where. 
fore the Phyſician is to be very circumſpect in 
this Caſe, aſking the Patient how long ſhe has 
been ill, and the like Queſtions; ſo that ſhe may 
at length betray herſelf, by ſaying ſhe has been 
indiſpoſed for two or three Months only, that 
the Symptoms begin to ceaſe, Sc. If thus, you 
have juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect ſhe is pregnant; then 
=, her by ſaying that when ſhe is prepared 
you will undertake the Cure, or when the 
fair Weather begins, at which Time the Mat- 
ter will be evident, by the Signs we ſhall 
mention hereafter, particularly by the Ceſſi- 
tion of moſt of the Symptoms of a morbid 
Suppteſſion: Whilſt on the contrary, theſe of 
a morbid one grow daily more violent, ſuch as 
Paleneſs, Heavineſs, and Laſſitude, with other 
Symptoms of the Matrix, moiſt of which 
ſeldom attend Pregnancy. 

If the Patient be a Widow or unmarried, 
though ſhe be with Child, ſhe will rarely tell 
the Truth : But you are to examine her, as 
above; and if ſhe betrays herſelf by telling 
that it is three or four Months ago, fince her 
Diſorder begun, you are to examine the H- 
fogaſtrium, whoſe oval Tumour in the Re- 

ion of the Uterus, and the Motion of the 
Chitd at that Time, eſpecially if the Belly be 
felt with a warm Hand, will declare the Truth. 


But beware that the do not impoſe on you by 
coughing 


coughing; to which ſhe attributes the Motion 
of the Infant. If this Examination, as be- 
ing inſtituted earlier than the third or fourth 
Month, ask how long the Diſorder has held, 
whether ſhe was regularly purged of her Men- 
firua before-it, whether her Vomiting, Inap- 
petency, Diſtaſte, Longings, &c. begin to de- 
cline. If, after all, you are doubtful of the 
Matter, prorogue the Cure, as before: But if 
you are too much importuned to lend a help- 
ing Hand to the ſeeming diſtreſſed Condition 
of your Patient, you may order ſome mild 
= Aperitives, not exceeding thoſe of the follow- 
ing Claſs, viz. Sal. Veget. Sal. Glauber. Tart. 
Mart. Solub. pulv. Cinnamom. cum Sacchar. 
and the like; which laſt I frequently grant. 
Nor have you any Reaſon to apprehend theſe 
Remedies; ſo the only one you may dread, is 
bleeding in the Foot : this you may prorogue, 
amuſing the Patient with the above Aperitives ; 
but if you be ſtill importuned, you may with 
ſafety ordered one bleeding in that Part, for I 
never found it to be hurtful ; nay, though the 
8 Perſons whom 1 treated frequently opened the 
& ſame Orifice afterwards, and extracted there- 
from four times the Quantity drawn in my 
Preſence. All theſe Precautions I own are not 
lo neceſſary in Paris, through the provident 
Inſtitution of Hoſpitals, &c. to which theſe 
bathful Perſons may have Recourſe to hide their 
Diſhonour; but in the Countries, where there 
are no ſuch Retreats, the Phyſician is to be 

always upon his guard, 
| G 3 2. When 
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2. When once you diſcover the Exiſtence A 
of the Diſorder, you ſoon will learn whether 


or no it be attended with a Fluor Albus, Sym 


toms of the Menſtrua, whether it be a ſudden JM 
or low Suppreſſion: In a Word. the Patient's 


Relation and your own Reaſon will inform 
you not only of theſe, but of all the other 
Species hitherto mentioned. 
3. By the ſame Method you learn the 
Cauſes, which for your greater Facility you 
may reduce to two general Heads: 

1. When the Suppreſſion happens gradually 
with a Fluor Albus, you may attribute the 
Diſorder to the Weakneſs and Relaxation of the 
uterine Veſſels in general. 2. If it happens 
gradually without a Flour Albus, you are to 
examine through what particular Vice of the 
Ut-rus, and if there be all the Apparatus of 
the Menſtrun; in which Caſes the Texture of 
the Uzerus is too hard and inflexible, or what 
is more common, the Quantity of Blood in 
the Uterus is deficient ;| ſo the Cauſes are the 
too great Reſiſtance of the Solids, and weak 
Momentum of the Fluids, If none of the 
Humor lucteus is diſcharged by the Nrerus, but 
is derived by other Paſſages, the Cauſe of the 
ſuppreſſed Menſtrua is owing to theſe Evacui- 
tions. A florid Colour in the Face, a ſtrong 
Pulſe, a tenſive Pain about the Urerss, and 1 
Turgency of the Veins; which four laſt Symp- 
toms are certain Signs the Obſtruction proceeds 
from a Tenacity of the Veſſels, 
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n This Diſorder in general is very incommo- 
ES dious; for thence ſpring Inappetency, Pica, 
EE Malacta, and feveral other troubleſome 8Symp- 
I toms. If the Suppreſſion be habitual and ob- 
ſtinate, a Scirrbus or Dropſy of the Nrerus com- 
moaly follow, or a Rupture of the Blood -Veſ- 
ſeels of ſome other Part, from the Plethora, 
but above all, in the Lungs; wherefore this 
Diſorder demands great Attention, Vet the 
Danger is not equally great in all its Species; 
for it is leſs in a Suppreſſion without Infarction 
Jof the Urerus, or other Symptoms of the 
Menſtrua, than where ſuch appear, with a 
Fluor Albus, &c. becauſe the laſt frequently 
B& recurs, bringing along with it the Symptoms 
of an uterine Plethora, and continually-aug- 
W menting the Obſtruction, till it becomes very 
obſtinate and incorrigible; and all this with- 
out any Evacuation, Nor does the Obſtruction 
attended with a Fluor Albus, want Danger; 
for this Flux at length becomes habitual; the 
& Humour from yellow becomes green and a- 
etid, corrodes and ulcerates the Uterus, or gives 
toom to Dropſies thereof, c. 4 
In general, the Difficulty of Cure, and the 
Danger of the Diſeaſe, are to be eſtimated 
from the Degree of the Symptoms, compared 
with the Time of the Suppreſſion. | 
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| Cures, 
I do not pretend to give you here the Treat- 


ment of the four different Caſes before- men- 


tioned; for you will find the Cure of this 
Supprefſion with Fluor Albus, in the Chap- 
ter of that Diſorder, Nor is the Suppreſſion 
cauſed by the Evacuation of the Humor lacteu. 
through other Paſſages commonly treated, be- 
ing only a Symptom of another Diſorder; nei- 
ther does it merit any particular Cure in Nurſes, 
nor in thoſe who are ſubject to it n too 
great Tranſpiration, &c. 

Wherefore 1 come io the two firſt Species 
of Suppreſſion, the one being cauſed by the 
Reſiſtance and Inflexibility of the uterine Vel- 
ſels, the other proceeding from their Obſtru- 
ction, Compreſſion, &c, both which, particu- 
larly the former, are attended with the 'mot 
confiderable Symptoms. 

Before we enter into a Detail of the Cure 
of the ſaid two Species, it will not be amils 
to ſay ſomething of the Method of treating 
ſome Symptoms which accompany this Sup- 
preſſion,” though they belong to another Trea- 
tiſe; theſe-are Diarrhen, Diabetes or large 
Flux of Urine, immoderate Tranſpiration, 
Sc. which you are to check by their reſpe- 
ctive Remedies, to be met with, for the moſt 
part, in the Treatiſe of the Diſorders of the 
lower Belly. 

The- Species therefore to be pole of in 


this Cure, are theſe attended with all or my 
0 
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of the Accidents of Menſtruation without 
a Flux; and which we more frequently 
meet with in Women who were never regu- 
lacly. purged of their Menſes. This Kind, 
in as much as it pre- ſuppoſes a Hardneſs and 
Rigidity of the Uterus, which oppoſes the In- 
greſs of the uterine Milk, c. into its proper 
Veſſels, Whenee it regurgitates into the Blood; 
this, I ay, demands the following Indications: 
I. To relax- and humect the Fibres of the 
Uterus. 2. To augment the Impulſe and 
Momentum of the Fluids by aperitive, attenu- 
ating Emmenagogues. 3. To give a ſudden 
Shock to that Organ, in order to expreſs and 
evacuate the Humours thus prepared. / 
1. The firſt Indication being of great Mo- 
ment, and as neceflary in the menſtrual Sup- 
preſſion of thoſe who were formerly well 
purged of their Ordinaries, as in ſuch as 
were not, a Relaxation of the Uterus being 
equally indicated in both Places; for in the 
Abſence of the Menſtrua, the Uterus, beſides 
the principal Cauſe, is corrugated and indu- 
rated, juſt as the Bladder is in a Suppreſſion 
of the Urine; for theſe Reaſons Emollients are 
of great Uſe in this Circumſtance, both by 
F relaxing the Texture of the Matrix, and di- 
| miniſhing the Reſiſtance which the Fluids 
} meet with therein: Diluents and Humectants 
are allo uſeful; yet to all theſe Remedies 
Bleeding ſhould be premiſed; for it ſo power- 
1 fully corrects the Inflexibility and Reſiſtance 
| of the Veſſels, that after the firſt Bleeding, 
f | the 
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the Men/trua have frequently appeated; one 
in the Arm is of more Service, than ſeveral in 
the Foot, as the latter augments rather the In- 
farction of the Uterus. Nor ſhould you be 
eady to order it in the Arm itſelf, if the 


ſo r 
Greatneſs of the Plethora does not encourage 
it; for otherwiſe the Revulſion which it 
eauſes would diminiſh the Impulſe of the 
Fluids on the Uterus. N 
Next to bleeding, let Baths, Half-baths, 
and Fomentations be employed. Theſe are 
made of emollient Plants, ſuch as Malv. Bi. 
malv. Pariet. Branc. Urin. &c. You may alſo 
order the boiled Plants to be applied warm 
to the Region of the Womb, betwixt two 
Cloaths. The Patient may alſo receive the Va- 
our of the ſaid Decoctions moderately warm, 
through a perforated Chair, into the Uzerus ; 
or what is more efficacious, let the Vapour be 
received into the Vagina by a Tunnel, Emol- 
hent Injections of the ſame Decoctions may 
be made by a proper Canula, introduced into 
the Vagina. Emollient Peſſaries are recom- 
mended for the ſame Purpoſe, which, though 
uſeful, are no longer in Practice; but if they 
are demanded, let them be made of the Pulp 
of emollient Plants, or their Juice, reduced to 
a proper Conſiſtence, made in that Form with 
Cotton. abs an 
-  Narcoticks are of extraordinary Service in 
this Caſe, as will be remarked by and by. It 
"theſe Remedies fail, I know no other A/y/um 


but Matrimeny, which has ſuch Influence 4 
* | this 
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this Organ; by relaxing it and deriving copi- 
ouſly the humours — hg that the Men- 


ſtrua ſoon after frequently appear. 


2. On the ſecond Indication we ſhall inßit 
much more than on the reſt: For what can be 
more uſeſul after the aboveſaid Prepatations, 
than to accelerate the Motion of the Blood, 
and enoreaſe its Momentum. This is per form- 
ed by Emmenagogues, properly ſpeaking, and 
other Aperitives; for though fimple Aperi- 
tives are Emmanagogues, nay very often more 
effacacious than ſuch as bear that Name, yet 
this Term is moſtly confined to ſignify only 
fœtid aperitives. We will reduce ſuch as we 


intend for this Purpoſe to certain Claifes, be- 


ginning with the milder Sort; as, 

1. Rad. utriuſg. Ariſtoloc b. Rub. Tin. 4 
non. Eryng. Afparag. ap. Angelic. imperat. 
which are employed in Apozems or Broths, 
38, of each, if ſeveral of them are employed 
at once, or an Ounce only, if fep. 

2. The following being moſtly Bitters are 
more aperitive Emmenagogues, Fol. Artemf. 
Matricar. Puleg. Origan. Tanaret. Cbamædr. 
Chamepit, whoſe Summities as well as Leaves 
may be uſed to 7. 8. They are prepared as in 
the firſt Claſs. 

3. This Clafs oonſilts of Arowiatiohs, as 
. Maciſ. Nuc. Moſc hat. Croc. Orient. 
pulu. ad xx gr. of any of them, or let them 
be ordered in the Fe orm of eien Pills, 


Bolus, Se. 
4. Theſe 
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4. Theſe are the Emmenagoga of the ani. 
mal Tribe, ſuch as Caſtor. that inſpiſſated Li. | 
quor found in the Teſticles of the Beaver, 


Milleped. pulv. Viper. and in complaiſance you 


may permit the Uſe of a Remedy, on which 
ſome exceedingly doat, viz. the Power of 
Horſe's Teſticles. All the foregoing may be 
preſcribed under the ſame Form, or in Tablets, 
Sc. to xv gr. 

Next come the Minerals, which are the 
2 frequent and efficacious Remedies in this 
Diſorder, ſuch as Borax. Sal. admir. Glaub, 
Sal. de duob. though mild Aperitives, yet they 
heat a little; to this Claſs alſo belong all the 
aperitive Preparations of Mars, as Croc. Mart. 

Aper. Flor. Mart. Li mat. Perr. porphyrizat. 

Amber vel ſucciu. Flav, and all the Prepa- 
rations, of Mercury, which purge but little or 
not at all, as Æthiop. min. Aquil. Alb, Merc. 
dul. to xx gr. 

6. This laſt Claſs comprehends the moſt 
F and reputed Emmenagoga, as the 

ums Sag ap. Galban. Bdellium, Oppopan. Aj 
Fetd. Aloe, Myr. &c. 

As to the Forms. of theſe Remedies ; in ge- 
neral ; the Salts and moſt of the Plants in A- 
pozems or Broths, 'the powdered Aromaticks 
in. Tablets and Electuaries, the Minerals in 
Pills, the Animals and Gums in Boles, &c. 
are preſcribed. 

Jo every doſe of the preceeding Remedies, 
you may add a ſmall Quantity of Opium or 
Laud. liquid. of the former & Grain, - the 

os | atter 
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latter ix Drops; for this corrects the Vio- 
lence of the moſt powerful Emmenagogues, 
by preventing the Rupture of the Veſ- 
ſels, in as much as it ſo relaxes them, that 
they yield without Danger to the rarified 
Blood; by its particular Rarefaction it alſo 
augments the Efficacy of thoſe Remedies ;. for 
we daily ſee that a moderate Doſe of Opium 
renders a Man as gay, merry, and warm, as a 
Bottle of good Wine. 

3. After relaxing the Solids and attenuating 
the Fluids, the next indication is to give ſome 
ſudden Shock to the Matrix, that it may dif- 
charge the ſuperfluous Humours thus pre- 
pared, This is ſometimes ſo eaſily performed, 
that ſpeaking, laughing, &c. nay a light Com- 
preſſion of the Hand thereon, provokes the 
Menſtrua, If theſe don't do, employ Purga- 
tives, particularly of the refinous Kind ; ſuch 
= as Jalap. Diagryd. pulv. Cornachin. &c. that 
by the Efforts the Patient makes in going to 
& ſtool, the Flux may be provoked. 

W Sternutatories are ſtill more powerful; of this 
8 Claſs is Snuff mixed with Pulv. Euphorb. &ec. 
If more efficacious Shocks are neceſſary, or- 
der Emeticks, ſuch as Tart. emer. if ſimple 


$ vomiting. be only intended; but if vomiting 
with Attenuation and Incifion of Phlegm in 
the Stomach be indicated, employ [pecacuana, 

whoſe principal Quality is to attenuate, 
It the preceeding Methods miſcarry, bleed- 
ing in the Foot ſeldom fails in reſtoring the 
Flux; 


Flux; nay, I have frequently ſeen this Bleed. 
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ing to excite it in two Hours after. 
To irritate and ftrengthen the Matrix, 
and put the laſt-Hand to the Cure of this þ 
Suppreſſion, employ Suffumigations of the 
Scoria of Antimony, or Sulpb. aurat. An. 
tim. whoſe Fume the Patient ſhould receive 
into her Parts; and that it may act more effi- 


caciouſly, let it be conveyed thereto by the 


Help of a Tunnel, which ſhould be kept at 
a proper Diſtance from the Chaffing. diſh, leſt 
the Fume ſhould be too hot and irritating by 
keeping it too near, To fulfil this Indies 
tion, ſome recommend Peſſaries made of the 
Juice of Mercurialis or Matricaria, &c. boil- 
ed to a proper Conſiſtence, and made with 
Cotton; or they may be made with Myrrh, 
Aloe, Sem. Nigell. Succ. Solan. in Mell. cofti: 
Once more, if all fail, Matrimony is the laſt 
Reſort; for the venereal Act does more than 
all other Remedies. | 

Mercurials are ſerviceable, becauſs they more 
powerfully force themſelves into the Courſe of 
Circulation, and alter the Craſis of the Blood; 
therefore after the Exhibition of a ſtrong Ca- 
thartick, the Pulſe is always encreaſed. 

After the Cure of the Suppteſſion of the 
Menſirua we ate not to forget ſome Precau- 


tions with Regard to it; as, 


I. We ſhould ſeriouſly examine whether 


the Patient be pregnant or not, otherwiſe the 
Conſequence may be very prejudicial, not on- 
ly to the Patient, but alſo to the Phyfician's 


Repu- 


Reputation; The Method of doing this we 


have delivered above. 1 5 
2. Let your cooling, diluting, and emolli- 
ent Remedies always precede your Em mena- 

2ga, eſpecially in hot, dry, and atrabiliary 
Tempemments; but in a leſſer Degree in ſau- 
guin, fat, and relaxed Habits: For by this 
means the venal Appendices will the eaſiet 
yield to their Diſtention and Apertion; more- 
over a Rupture and Hæmorrhage from the 
Attenuation and Rarefaction of the Fluids by 
the Emmenagoga is hereby prevented; or if 
theſe Diluents, &c, be not given immediately 
before, let them be at leaſt after, or at the ſame 
Time with the Emmenagoga. 

3. Always begin with the milder Aperitives, 
gradually aſcending to the moſt powerful Em- 
menagoga, pro re nata; for Nature abhors ſud- 
den Force, nor will the Veſſels yield without 
Rupture to their ſudden Dilatation; whence 
violent Hemorrhage, Ulcers, &c. may hap- 
pen, to which the Suppreſſion of the Men- 
trua is preferable. 

4. Employ the milder Emmenagoga in Win- 
ter and Summer. In the former, through the 
Denſity and Conſtriction of the Veſſels in that 
Seaſon, whence they will hardly yield without 
Rupture; in the latter, through the Rarefaction 
of the Fluids which may have the ſame Effect. 
So the ſtronger Aperitives, may be ordered in 
Spring and Autumn, particularly in the former 
Seaſon ; for the Veſſels are then ſomewhat re- 


laxed, and the Fluids moderately rarified : | 


Whence 
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. Moderate Exerciſe is proper, bewp uff | 2 
about the: Return of dhe e Soda; When there 


is 2 Viſeidity of the Juices; diluting Priſans, 
8 and Aperitive Broths are uſeful: 


creaſing Perſpiration it retards the Flux. What. 
ever is - as 'Rliment 1 in this Fama ought to 
be warm. ** Nr e 


If dhe Sipprefiion be ſo eee axved vide 


all theſe Efforts, you muſt not force Nature 
or glut your Patient with continued Remedies; 
wherefore you ſhould Palliate the Evil, by 
ſtrengthehing the digeſtive Organ to promote 
good Digeſtion; wherefore Purgatives, Diu- 
reticks, and the other Remedies to be men- 
tionec in y the Chloroſis, mult be preſcribed. 
The ſtronger Emmenagoga ſhould be intirely 


baniſhed, particularly when the 'Men/?rua are 
diſcharged by unnatural Paſſages, as the Noſe, 


Eyes; Kidneys, Inteſtines, and above all, when 
they paſs by the Lungs, leſt a Phebifi ma 
ſupervene, as it commonly does. If * theſe 
laſt Accidents happen, treat the Patient as in 
an Hemopthifis, with Milk Diet, Diluents, 
Bleeding, Ge. As to the other Remarks to be 
made on: this Subject, common Senſe and a 
proper Knowledge in Phy ſicł ill ſuggeſt them. 
N.B--A8»tbe Menſec ate wanting in thoſe 
.vhorere: with Child, or give Surk, with- 
en the r ſometimes alf 


in 
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in Perſons who are groſt and atbletick; 
for in theſe the redundant Moiſture is 
thrown forth by the Pores, in thoſe it is 
converted into Fat : Therefore the Men/es 
are not to be - provoked, becauſe they 

ought not to flow, Laſtly, If the Blood 

be deficient, if too great an Evacuation, 
if a chronick Diſeaſe, or great Want, 
have preceded, the Menſes are in no 
wiſe to be brought down, till the Strength 
is recruited ; becauſe the Suppreſſion is fo 
far from being injurious to theſe Women, 
that it would rather occaſion a Diſtemper, 
if the Flux ſhould unſeaſonably be excited. 


| IN re EET 
/ the immoderate Flux of the Menſes. 


HAT J underſtand by this immoderate 

| Flux, is when the Menſes exceed their u- 

al Quantity, the Patient's Diet, &c. remaining 

ec ſame ; as when inſtead of 100r 12 Ounces 
Month, ſhe loſes 20 or 24 Ounces, This 

gmmoderation may happen, 1. With Regard - 

the Period, as when the Men/es return 
More frequently, 2, By their longer Dura- 
pon. 3. From their Rapidity or more abun- 
ant Effuſion in a given Time, Theſe Va- 
Peties may, in ſome Meaſure, bo eſteemed 
Free different Diſorders; yet they may be va- 
ouſly combined, as ar or all . 
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laſt is tate; but when it happens, che Hz. 
morrhage is exceſſi mea 
: Before we ſay any more of this Matter, v. 
ure to obſerve that what ſeems to be an im. 
moderate Flux in one Woman, with Rega! 
to the Period, Duration or Rapidity, may b 
natural in another. Therefore we are to e. 
amine the Patient's Manner of Living, Tem-“ 
perament, Diet, Air, Climate, Cc. Thus: 
ſanguine, replete and flexible Conſtitution wil? 
be more plentifully purged than thoſe of: 
contrary Habit of Body; thoſe alſo of a ht 
Climate more than ſuch as live in a cold one; 
young Women more than old ones; ſuch a 
lead a ſedentary Life more than thoſe who ei. 
erciſe heartily, as Peaſants, Sc. But to retun 
to the Explication of the three Caſes befor 
mentioned. Wks 

I. The Menſtrua are too abundant, with 
Regard to the Period, when, inſtead of n. 
turning once a Month, they appear twice, &. 
This is owing to the Vice of the Co/atori 
lactra, venal Appendices, Plenitude or Rap: 
dity of che Blood, or of their different Com- 
binations. 48010 

1. The Colatoria lattea or Feſicula, beiny, 
as it were, the primum mobile of Menſtruation, W 
may promote. this ſuperfluous Evacuation bf i 
their too great and frequent Diſtention fron 
the lacteal Humar; as When, inſtead of bein; i 
monthly repleniſhed, they are every fifteci 
Days, This Fault proceeds from the tuo 
great Quantity or Spiſſitude of the ſaid . 
** Ta ] mo 


< Px. 


a 1% P MINI 0 0 
cor: The Quantity is the Effect of too mucli 
cCyvyie from the Nouriſnment of ſueculent A- 
Hole, its Spiſſitude is the Product of indi- 
geſtible hard Aliments, ſedentary Life, Er. 

= for theſe Reaſons Eſctzem are more 

IF fubjc& to this Diſeaſe than Country Women, 
FX whogenerally have their Menſes hut once in five 
or ſix Weeks. The too great Quantity or 

piſſitude of the uterine Milk is alſo frequent- 
ly obſervable in Nurſes, who ſuddenly ſup- 
preſs their Milk; for this once ſuppteſſed in 
the Breaſts, is immediately derived to Ge U 
terus. . 17 Se 1: 

_ 2. This nicniodefite Evacuation ways 
ceed from the Vice of the Appendices venoſi, 
"FF whence they are frequently opened, as when 
they are of a'ſpongy, rare, and ſoft Texture; 

though the Colatoria lactea were well difpoſed 
at the fame Time. This may be a'Defect in 
the Conformation of theſe Veſſels, or their 
KRelaxation may be induced by a habitual Fluor 
About yet in this Caſe the ſanguine Flux is 
rarely conſiderable, though it ſtill anticipates 
the uſual Period. Finally; the frequency of 
the Menſtrua may proceed from the Varies 
of the uterine Veins, or their Relaxation thro' 
frequent and difficult Births or Abortions. 
This Effect may likewiſe ſpring from the Rup- 
ture or Ulcers of the venal Appendices, 1 2 


dhe Abuſe'of Emmenagogues, GS + 
- ng This frequent Menſtruation may pro- 
x ceed from' the Vice of the Blood alone, tho the 


Glatoria or Veficule latex, and Appendices be 
H 2 well 


r — 8 | 
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well conditioned: . The Cauſes and Effects of 5 J 


this Claſs, are very frequent, for the Impulſe of 


the Blood, in this Caſe is owing, to a real P. 
Ws or an apparent one from the Rarefac. 
the Blood, or to its rapid Circulation 


— ; all, which are very common, and evi 
dently capable of producing too frequent Men. 


ſtruation, eſpecially if we ſuppoſe the uterine | | 
Veſſels to make no great Reſiſtance to the im. 
pelled Humours.. The real Pletbora proceed; 


= abundant Nouriſhment, and little Diff. 
pation ;. the. ſpurious or preternatural Rarefac- 
tion ſprings from violent Exerciſe ; the Impe- 
—.— of the Circulation is cauſed by the 
ſame. Exceſs as the preceding, or the Abuſe 
of ſpirituous Liquors, Sc, This Flux is more 
or lk frequent and abundant, according to the 
various Combination of theſe ſeveral Cauſes, 

Now. we come to the ſecond Head, where- 
by we diſcover. the Immoderation of the Men- 


et, vz. the Time of their Duration. This 


Vice of, Menſtruation, as, well as the former, 


may he.qwing to the Colatoria lactea, Appen- 


dices vengſ, ar the Blood alone, more or lels 
combined, the. one with the other, or all to- 


gether. 

1. The rincipal Vice of the Colatoria ladtea, 
1. that they receive too much Milk, which 
they alſo retain too long. Theſe Veſſels, thus 
continually dilated, compreſs without any con- 
ſiderable Intermiſſion, the Appendices wenyj; 
whence reſults. an hebitgal gen Eascus- 


2 This 


hat 
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This conſtant Diſtention of the uterine lac- 
eals, proceeds from the great Quantity of 
piſſid Chyle, or the Ooarctation, Obſtruction, 
and Compreſſion of the Colatoria, whereby 
hey retain too long their Contents. The ſu- 
per-abundant and vicious Chyte is owing to a 
edentary Life, great Quantity of ſucculent 
nd ipiſſid Aliments; for we find that thoſe 
rho live ſparingly, or on low Diet, and ex- 
reiſe much, are rarely ſubject to this Aﬀec- 1 
ion. As to the Cauſes of Obſtruction, Co- 
 EE&cation and Compreſſion, they are manifeſt 
rom what we have hitherto ſaid, or what we 
wall explain of the Matter hereafter. 
2. The Vice of the Appendices venoſi may 
Proceed from many Cauſes, as if they be na- 
Furally opened and ſeldom contracted, as it 
requently happens after ſome Births; but 
much more if they be too lax, and above all, 
If they be laterally ruptured, being a different 
is {Caſe from their Expanſion or Aperture at their 


„ {Extremities ;-the- former being cloſed by a Ci- 
- {Eatrix,\ the later by a natural Contraction, or 


Elaſtick Conſtriction of the Extremities of the 
ſppendices veng. Finally, the menſtrual E- 
Facuation may hold too long, if the Appendi- 
res be opened or corroded by Exulcerations, &c. 
3. Independant of any Defect, either in the 
olatoria lactea or Appendices venofi, the Blood 
alone may give Room to the longer Duration 
of the Menſes, as when the general as well 
as the particular. Pletboræ are very great: So 
hat the ſanguine Evacuation will hold in the 


9. 
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ſame Proportioii, till both are 'ſufficiently 4. 
miniſhed, whether the Plethora be real, or ap- 
parent, only from Rarefaction, c. Tee gret J 
Nouriſhment, Rarefaction from hot Weather, 
ps, k irituous Liquors, '&c, cauſe this - 
pecially if they be continued, and that their | ; 
PAs are fo modified as to become more 
habitual than in the former Caſe; the ſame 
Thing may be ſaid of the Varices of the U. 
terine Veins. ©' To the Vices of the Blood, add“ 
its Impetuofity, which will have the fame E.. 
fect with the too great Quantity; ſo that the FR 
Cauſes are equally permanent in both, Thus FR 
| we ſee in ſome Fevers how the fimple Impe- 
k tyofity of the Blood procures itſelf a Paſſage FR 
£ through Which it Hows for A confiderabl FY 
Time. 1 5 
This Species of ue ehen, Menſes wilth 
the more or leſs abundant, according as more 
or leſs of the recited Cauſes and Defects of the 
"Veſſels, Fe. concur. * 4 
Pinally, the third Rule enen 
the Exorbitance of the Menſtrua, is by the 
 Rapidity or Impetuofity of the flowing Blood 
in a given Time: For the Diameters of the 
Veſſels remaining the fame, the Quantity af 
* flowing Blood in a determined Time s (WY 
_ Proportional to the Velocity of the ſame: yet WF * 
to F is Species alſo concur the different Vis 
of the COlathels and Appendices ; the firlt con- 


. tribute by their great Plenitade and-Compre!- We 
ion in a ven Time, from the Cauſes already We & 
; mentione The A concur by * 
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de great Laxity, large Diameters, or Elaſti 
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N City and Obſtructioos ; not forgetting the other 


Qualities of the Blood, as its great Quantity 


| and Rarefaction from Fevers, Paſhons, &c. 


As this laſt Vice of the Menſtrua is com- 


pined with the reſt, whether one or all, & 
vice verſa, the Evacuation will be in Propor- 
ton: Nay, all the three Caſes may be ſome- 
times combined, through the great Affinity 
they have with each other: But then the E- 
vacuation is very abundant ; ſo that if it hap- 


pens; you may ſee the Patients to ſtain their 
Tracts with Blood. een 
On the foregoing Treatiſe of the Suppreſſion 
of the Menſtrua, we may make the following 
Reflections. Ae „ aden 
1. That the Antients as well as ſome Mo- 
derns, who follow their Steps too cloſely, have 
ill explained this Affection, though it had the 
fame Cauſes then which it has at preſent; yet, 
as they were ignorant of the Structure and 
Mechaniſm of the Uterus, they fell into a 
great many Errors. Thus they aſſigned thred 
Cauſes of this immoderate Evacuation, viz. 
Ma, or Rupture of. the Veſſels; dd, or 
Eroſion of the fame Veſſels; and rider, 
or the Tranſudation of their Contents; but 
theſe Cauſes are baniſhed by molt of the Mos 


derns, particularly the laſt; for I know no 


Tranſudation of any iwer the whole 
Body, but of the Lymph; and though the 


two other Cauſes are ſometimes real, or may 
de admitted to give Occaſion to the Menſirua 
. H 4 in 
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in a maſt violent Degree; yet r 

happen, and that we may aſſign ſeveral other I 
Cauſes of this immoderate Flux; we may con- 
clude chat the Theory of the \Gatopts — | 5 
Subject is very imperſect. rb 241 1 
of. "The-ſocond: Reflection is by: much: the 4 
more important, as it frequently produces theſe 
immoderate Evacuations, via. a ſedentary Life, 
which gives room to abundance. af thick Chyle 
and Milk; whence the Colatoria lactea a- 
dilated. there with, whilſt very little of the Hu- 
mours of, the Body are diſſipated; for this is Þ* 
commonly the Diſorder of rich, not of poor 
N who exerciſe much and live ſparing- 
The next Cauſe of this Affection is the 

too frequent Uſe of Salt, acrid and ſpicy Meats 

of haut gout, ſpirituous Liquors, &c, whence 
Rarefaction, and an increaſed. Velocity of the 
Blood, an accumulated Plethora, or at leaſt 0 
its Effects. - Laſtly, violent Paſſions and Agi - 
tations of the Mind, through Loſſes, at Gam - 
ing, Love, Anger, Fc. which take up moſt ! 
uy c 
r 
t 


Part of the Lives of our modern Ladies z but 
are ſeldom met with in a poor and contented: 
State of Life. To theſe Cauſes add violent Ex- 
erciſe, which does as much Harm, as mode- 
rate Exerciſe does Service, eſpecially if, che 
Subject is diſpoſed to this Flux from other 
Cauſes, . But what moſt efficaciouſſy provokes 
this Purgation, are the two following Cauſes. 
1. The repeated and two frequent Ute af dhe 
venereal Act, eſpecially in very ſenſible Wo- 


ene EfipQs of. this Aalen n 


bearing; for by theſe, the Appen 


r 
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in Proportion to their Senſibility. For this 
Reaſon, we commonly find that all delicate 
and ſalacious Women; who proſtitute them- 


ſelves; frequently die of an immoderate Flux 
of the Menſtrua. 2. Too frequent Child- 


dice cœci be- 


come ſenſibly larger and longer than in the 


natural State. This happens partieularly after 


Abortion, through the Rupture of ſeveral of 
dhe ſaid Appendicen. But above all, this wilt 


ſupet vene in Conſequence of forced Abortions, 


E Miſcartiages deſignedly procured by violent 
Methods; ar amy Nane is mai more in 
jure. = 


ods ei Dole i ab en a 0 
bd f >» * 


b * 
- 1 : 9 
7 - \s# &# $4 4 a » # = 
7788 svur 1 O Ms. * 
* . ® 
Ly A 


9209N - 


Thi better: to underſtand the Explicativn of 


I theſe! Accidents, you ſhould recollect what we 


have hitherto ſaid of the particular Vices of 


che Colatoria lactea, Appendices vents, of the 
Blood alone, and the different Combinations 
of cheſe Cauſes, which alſo produee immode- 
rate A. 
tion will be the clearer. __ 


2: Thus the men Explica-” 


1 The Patient has a general Weakneſs, and 
_ about the Præcordia; à natural Con- 


ä ſequence of the Effuſion of her Blood, fort if 
Jou takeaway half the Strength which ought to- 


the Weight, it is the ſame Thing as if 
you ſhould double the Load; for Strength de- 
pends on the muſcular Contraction, Donut and 
Tenfion of the Parts. This likewiſe aggro 

fi. rom 
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from th&arlitnal Spirits, ts, whoſe:Quantity: is al. 


' ways proportional to That ef the Blood, - But | 
this being diminiſhed, all ch reſt are leflened in 


— 2 —— 


the Blood, want of Oſcillation in the Arteries 


of the Brain; to propel ſufficiently the Spirits, 
and finally, the Laxity of the Parts have g-. 
ven room to that Law in Phyſick, that the 

Forte ot Strength 
Ratio of the Quantity of Blood. Thus let us 
ſuppoſe, that two Parts of the Blood are eva 
cuated; the Putients Forces are diminiſhed by 

the Square of the ſaid Number, viz. 8. 
2. Coldneſs of the extreme Parts, through 


is diminiſhed in a triple 


the ſmall Quantity of Blood, or their Diſtance 


from the Heart and Weakneſs of the Propul- 
fion of the Humours, or becauſe they are more 

od to the external Cold than the other 
Parts, This Cold ſometimes doth ſuddenly ſu- 
| tem Mars nay, though the Patient is near 2 


den Conwalfions or vapourith Fits. 
3. Paleneſs, for want of a ſufficient Quan- 

tity and Propulfion of the 1 of the 
Blood to the Surface of the x 
4. Convulſions, which, as they p from 
Reſition when the Menſes are oppreſſed, 0 
when they flow immoderately, they 1 be 
_ deduced from — mg — et — 1 
| $ for this conſiſts in a anguid a 
, 8855 Contraction of the Heart; but as the 
Blood is cipal Stimulus, and that it i 
f knee propelled to the Heart in the. r* 
I 2 e, 


ſtrong Fire: In this Caſe it proceeds from ſud- 
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| 23 a Syncopeneceſiarily enſues. Theſe m- 
1 — exert themſelves, while 3 is 
yet recent: But when it becomes inveterate, 
there comes on alſo at laſt the following ones, 
which not only proceed from an immoderate 
Flux of the Menſes, but from almoſt any ex- 
ceſſive Diſcharge of the Blood, whether it be 
made by Art or Nature. Ia 3640 
6. Various Obſtructions of the Viſcera of 
the Abdomen are then formed, thro* the flow 
Motion of the Humours; whence the diffe- 
rent Secretions of thoſe Organs remain in their 
veſſels. Theſe Obſtructions we frequently ob- 

| [IS ferve after all theſe habitual -Hæmorrhagies. 
7. Cachexy, from the Retention of the Ex- 
crementitious Humours; which as they grow 
more acrid and corrupt, they give Rite to a 
flow Fever, &c. Kl . ku © 
8. OEdemata of the Feet, eſpecially in the 
| Afternoon. To explain this let us confider how 
che Quantity of Serum is augmented, and the 

Crucr or Coagulum is diminiſhed in 

tion tothe Number of Bleedings, as daily Ex- 
0 perience proves. This ſome People attribute 
| to the Diſſolution. of the Coagulum by the Diſ- 
order, v. g. a Pleureſy: But this is erroneous; 
for ſeveral Neaſons convince us that it is owing : 
to the Extraction of this Coagulum by Vene- 
ſection, and to the Quantity of Priſan. &c. 
which the Patient drinks, whereby the Blood 
| Veſſels are repleniſhed, This is applicable to 
the State of theſe Patients, who fall into a pi- 
tuitous gor ſerous Cachexy; whence the Serum 
IF: ſtagnates 


* * i... / 1 * . 
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ſtagnates in the capillary Veſſels of the lower 

Extremities. I ſay this happens by 3 AY 
not by Filtration or Extravaſation through their | 
ruptured Chaſins; for other wiſe it could not 
be ſo eaſily abſorbed into the Courſe of Cir- 


culation, out of the Interſtices of the ' Parts; 


which nevertheleſs we obſerve when the Pa- 
tient changes her perpendicular Situation into 
an horizontal one, as by Night; for then the 


_ eedematous Swelling is tranſlated into the Vi- 
fage, particularly about the Eye-lids, through 
their lax Texture. If theſe immoderate Men. 
ſtrua hold for three or four Wants drr are 
rarely without this Accident. 

9. The mentioned Obſtructions of he lower 
Belly, give room at length to a Hydrops, /. 


cites; or if they be formed in the Breaſt, 0 


a Hydrops pectoris. 

10. Diſtaſte, Indigeſtion, Aearofene, c. 
which are the Effects of a too ſmall or inaCtive 
ſtomachal Ferment; the one depending on the 
ſerous Diatbeſit of the Blood; the other on its 
Diminution. The Diſtaſte is owing to the in- 
fipid, inactive, and aqueous Quality of the 
Saliva, which is capable of exciting no other 
than a prepoſterous Senſation, which makes 


theſe Patients eat of unuſual indigeſtible Things, 
whereby Digeſtion is alſo impaired. As to 
the Maraſinus, it proceeds as well from the 
Hæmorrhage and — of Blood, as from the 


Defect of a ſufficient and good Cbyle; for a 


pining of the Body is the Collapſu 


"_ for want 1 due Diſtention by the Fluids, 
which 


of the 80 
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1 are conſumed for the eue; Reaſons be- 
fore · mentioned. s 2107 yet 1 | 
Theſe are the principal bea of i im- 
moderate Menſtrua. As to the Fluor Albus 
which attends this Flux, and doth-ſometimes 
hold during its Intervals, I ſhall havo NO 
to n of it elſe where. 


DiaGnosSTICKS. 


Theſe chiefly regard the 9 of — 


iscorder, and its Cauſes. Theſe of the firſt 


Claſs are very eaſy; for the Patient or Atten- 
dants will ſufficiently inform you of the Diſ- 
order; yet you are ſtill to examine whether 
the Menſtrua are immoderate in the Impetuo- 
ſity of the Flux, its Duration or Period, or 
their different Combinations: You muſt be al- 
ſo extremely cautious of confounding it with 

Ja continual Hæmorrhage of the Matrix, which 
is eaſily diſcovered. Vou muſt alſo inform 
vourſelf whether the Flux be preſent, or is 
ſoon expected; whether it be attended witli 
Laon of the Functions or not; for there are 
ſome who have ſuch copious Menſtrua, that 
they may be deemed immoderate; yet theſe 
are not morbid, ſeeing the Patient bears them 
without any dangerous Accidents or Lefion of 
the Functions. Thus what is natural in one, 
F Wi. be really morkid in another — a 
Wberefore you are to examine the Patient's 
Manger of en mee r. Mani; 
. 1014 9 d II Dine zs 0 sv The 
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The Diagnoſtick Signs of the Cauſes ar 
ely rational, and are pfincipally Lamel 4 
from the Patient's Conſtitution, Diet, and | 
other Circumſtances. Thus you come to lean 
whether the Vice is ſeated in the Colatoria lac. 
fea, Appendices venofi, or Blood, or in ſeveral x 
of them at the ſame Time, v. g. if the Pa | 
tient cats much of nouriſhing Meats, digeſt; i 
well, is of a replete Conſtitution, exerciſes lit. 
tle; as ſhe makes much Milk, you have Rez. 
= - fon to ſuſpect that the Colatoria are affected 
= Moreover, if the Patient has been lately : 
= Nurſe, and that her Breaſt-Milk was ſuddenly 
| ſuppreſſed ; this is derived to the Uzerus, jut 
= as the Milk of the Uterus, after Delivery, 6 
derived to the Breaſts: So that in both the 
preceding Caſes there are immoderate Menje, 
yet they intermit now and then, in Conſequence 
of the Vice of the Colatoria lacrea. But 1 
more proportional and habitual Flux, though 
not ſo abundant, denotes the Viſcidity and In- 
ſpiſſation of the Humor lacteus in the ſaid Co 
latoria. 
The Fault of the Appendices wenofs conſiſt 
in the natural Inertia of their Orifices, ot 
their accidental Relaxation and Dilatability, 
for want of a due Tonus; or elſe they are rup- 
tured or corroded. : 
The Inercy and Relaxation in general of the 
venal Appendices are learnt from the ſoft and 
flaccid Texture of the Patient's Body, from 
her phlegmatick Conſtitution; for the Matr:s 
and other Viſcera always partake of the Con- 
0 formation 


F WOMEN. A0 aw 
formation or Texture of the reſt of the Body: 
frequent Abortjons Lire alſo ra A. 


WV Ecofion wp theſe Appendices 18 nm 
by the Ulcer that ſupervenes, in as much as it 
is Nemewhat painful, diſcharges a fetid and a- 
crid Matter of a virulent Colour; nay, though 
no Ulcer has been yet formed, theſe Quali- 
ties of the Matter always denote an impend- 
ing Eroſion. f 

The Rupture of the ſame Veſſels. learned 
from the conſtant and uniform ſanguine Flux, 
without any or, few Intervals; but e 
if a Phlogofis, with Pain, Heat, &c. ſucceeds. 
Though there be no particular Vice in the 
Colatoria lactea, nor venal Appendices, yet 
the Blood alone may give Birth to this immo- 
derate Flux by its Momentum, Rapiduy, and 
Rarefaction. | 

All the precedent Diſorders of the Blood are 
principally learned from the Force of the Pulſe; 
as its Fulneſs, Frequency, &c. from the Patient's 
Manner of living, as if ſhe is accuſtomed to 

eat high-ſeaſoned Meats, exerciſes much, is of 
a ling hot Conſtitution, has lately taken 
powerful Medicaments, particularly ſtrong Em- 
menagogæ, with a thouſand other Circumſtan- 
ces, which a ſtrict Examination and good Senſe 
will ſuggeſt to you; all which, will have the 
Pee Effect, if the Patient has a real Ple- 

bora at the lame Time. 

Ide Diagnaſis of theſe three Cauſes L thooght 
ar keg they have WW. 
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the Method of Cure, which always includes 
three Indications, levelled at the ſame Time 
at the three mentioned Cauſes: As to the dif- 
ferent Combinations of them, they are learned 
by combining alſo the Diagnoſtick Signs al-. 
ready given. 3 


PROGNOSTICKS. 


Immoderate Menſtrua which keep ſtated 
Periods with due Intervals, and without Lez- | 
of the Functions, are not dangerous; nor 
ſhould they be treated with any Remedies, if 
they do not threaten a morbid Flux; the Pre- 
vention whereof, as morbid alone, ſhould be 
the Phyſician's chief Attention. 
I the Evacuation be really morbid, attend- 
ed with Indigeſtion, Diſtaſte, Decay and Ma- 
raſmus, with conſiderable Læſion of other 
Functions, it is extremely dangerous; but more 
or leſs, according to the Circumſtances, and 
Number, and Violence of the Symptoms, as 
Cachexy, Syncope, &c. 
To examine the Danger of this Diſorder in 
particular, you are to obſerve that it is not 
very conſiderable in, 1, A ſimple Diſtenſion 
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of the Vaſa lactea, from a redundant Chyle, Wa © 
without any local Fault. 2, The Rarefaction W 
and Impetuoſity of the Blood, threatens ſome- I 
what more; yet is not very dangerous, 3. The WW © 
Muriatic, Ammoniacal, or Saltiſh Diatheſis of n 
the Blood, which are the chief ſenſible Dif- 
11 


ferences of Salts, we as yet know, whereby 
9 5 we 
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yexpteſs ourſelves, with Reg ard to ſuch 
” 7 obs Qualities of the Blood: Tete Vibes, 
= 7% e y augment the Danger, in as 
nuchsas they at bib g ive Occafton to the 
roſion, Exulceration, ad Soppuration- of the 
Urs. 4. The Danger is ſtill greater, if there 
be a local Relaxation and natural Inertia in 
thc Appendices vengſi, for this rarely admits of 
Cure, and conſtantly provokes an habitual 

lux. 5. The greateſt Danger of all is threaten- 
ed by tbe Rupture of the Appendicet; becauſe 
it induces Inflammation of the Urerws, with 

Wits Conſequences. Thus you ſee the Gradation 
Wot che different Dangers menaced by immode- 

Wratc Menſerua. . Mig n 
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er es CURE. 
Ss As cimmoderate Menſtrua may he aQually 
W preſent or ſoon expected, they give Room to 
Ia two-fold Cure; The one regards the preſent 
Flux, the other is intended to prevent a future 
gone: Nor ſhould the Remedies employed in 
che former, tend to ſtop intirely this Evacua- 
tion, ſeeing a moderate Flux is natural; but 
i they ſhould beexhibited with Intent to retrench 
only what is ſuperfluous: Wherefore, © 
. Let the Phyſician begin, by ordering the 
Patient abſolute Reſt from all kinds of Exer-"" 
cite or Motion; nay; in Bed, if poſſible: For 
muſculat Coptraction employed in Motion 
bas the fame Efftet in expreſſing and accelerat- 


ng 3 as the Contraction of the * 
1 _ -'- 
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cles of the Arm has in promoting the Evacuz. ff 


tion of the Blood by the Orifice made therein, 
Wherefore the Patient, for a more advant. 
Pau Situation, lying on her Back, let her re. 

ain from ſpeaking, crying, &c. becauſe the 
great Number of Muſcles employed in Reſpi. 
ration propel the Blood abundantly by their 
Contractions to the Urerus. Moreover, the 
Contractions of the Diaphragm, by compreſ: 
ſing the Contents of the Abdomen, accelerate 


the Circulation and Hemorrhage of the CL. 


* eeraus, 


2. Order Bleeding to evacuate the uterine 
Veins, that thereby they may be the eaſier u- 
nited and cloſed. That the Bleeding may be 
revulſive, let it be inſtituted in the Arm; for 
by augmenting the Quantity of Blood in the 
Trunk of the ſuperior Aorta it will be pro- 
portionally diminiſhed in the inferior, and 
conſequently in the Uterus, As to the Num- 
ber vf Bleedings, I know no other Rule to 
lay before you, but the Patient's Strength, Tem- 
perament, Violence of the Symptoms, &c. Vet 
in general, it may be inſtituted three or four 
Times in the Beginning, if the Pulſe be not 
too weak; for a {light weakneſs thereof ſhould 
not deter you from this Practice. All the Ad- 
vantage you can expect from the Swooning 5, 
that it contributes to ſtop the Hemorrhage, 
1. By the Lentor, which it cauſes in the Cit- 
culation. 2. By the Collapſus of the Veſſel 
from Depletion, 4. By the Grumous Blood, 
which then conglutinates the e 
| & eſlels; 
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Veſſels; therefore you may let it hold for a 


while. 
The Antients, too much apprehending Phle- 
botomy, whilſt the Blood was evacuated elſe- 
where, preferred the Uſe of Ligatures on the 
Thighs, Arms, Gc. but as theſe put a Stop to 
the circulating Blood, it is collected in the 
compreſſed Parts, and this augments the Evil; 
nor is it any where uſed at preſent, but among 
the Peaſants. 

They alſo employed Cupping- glaſſes applied 
to the Breaſts, imagining thereby to cauſe a 
Revulſion from the Matrix; but theſe are of 
little Uſe, and at the ſame Time very pain- 
ful; ſo they are exploded the preſent Practice, 
as are all the other antient Methods, none be- 
ing uſed but Bleeding, 

3. Let the Patient be very ſparingly fed, 


that the Quantity of Blood may not be aug- 


mented by a new Acceſs of Chyle, till the 


ruptured Veſſels are conſolidated ; wheretore 


let her live on light Veal or Chicken Broths, 
and Fiſh Soops, which nouriſh flenderly, but 
are very ſerviceable, by their viſcid or glutinous 
Quality, to heal the wounded Veſſels; for which 
laſt Intent, let her drink of ſome glutinous, 
aſtringent Ptiſan, ſuch as may be made of Fol. 
utriufq, Urtic. alb. & griſ. Plantag. Millefol. 
m which you boil a green and acid Orange- 
Pee] or the Ptiſan may be made ex Rad. Con- 


foltd. maj. which is alſo viſcid and aſtringent: 


Theſe are to be uſed along with the preced- 
ing Broths. If the Patient be of a hot, bi- 
9 78 12 lious 
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lious Conſtitution, -let the Ptiſan be made of 
Linſeed. E 
Theſe Remedies are ſometimes ſufficient to 
ſtop the Flux, if not, you are to order more 
powerful Remedies, ſuch as the following, R 
Succ. aſtring. ex Fol. Plantag. Bur. Paſt. Mil. 
lefol. Urtic. per expreſſionem extract. Dy. al 
Z ĩij aut iv. bis, ter, quaterve per diem, pro r. 
natd; quibus add. Syr. Corall. Or employ the 
following Apozems ex Decoct. Rad. Biſtort, 
vel Conſolid. maj. aromatizat. cum Syr. Coral, 
If the Pain or Patient's Reſtleſſneſs demand 
it, you may alſo order Narcoticks along with 
the ſaid Remedies, for they alſo help to ſtop 
the Hemorrhage, ſuch as Syr. de Karab. ot 
Succin. and Diacod. ad 3 j. If the Flux be 
not ſtill checked, order the following in Boles 
or Opiates, RK Sang, Dracon. Maſtick. Coral. 
rubr, pp. Ovor. Puta min. calcin. Cret. Brigan- 
tin. Bol. Armen. Terr, Sigillat. Croc. Mart. a- 
ſtring. e quib. f. Bol. vel Opiat. cum, Syr. vil 
Conſerv. Reoſar, rubr. exſiccatar. vel cun 
Confec. Hyacinth. which laſt comforts and 
ſtrengthens the Stomach, and hinders it of 
being clogged by the above Remedies, to which 
you may alſo add Syr. Diacod. 
If you order theſe in Boles, and but twice a 
Day, let each Bole confiſt only of thirty ot 
thirty-five Grains in all, We are ſometimes 
obliged not only to order the Apozems ot 
Juices alone, but alſo along with the Boles 
or Electuaries. th 
| c 


The afore- mentioned Broths ſhould be ſtill 
continued; but to render them more glutinous 
as the Caſe preſſes, ſome recommend to boil 
therein Flor. Card. vulgar. five campeſtr. or 
the Stomach of a Levrette, or ſome Runnet; or 
the preceding Stomach may bedried, powdered, 
and exhibited in the Broth. 

W The Antients in theſe preſſing Circumſtances 


ordered Fomentations of aſtringent Plants to be 


W applied to the Hypoga/trium, Theſe were 
made of the Cortex Malicor, alias Granatenſ. 
al. Tormentil. Millefol. &c. The boiled Plants 
hey alſo applied betwixt two Cloaths to the 
Abdomen; but theſe are very incommodious 


W 2nd little uſeful : Yet they may be permitted, 


to amuſe and ſatisfy the over-officious good 
Women. 


ye Antients had alſo Recourſe to aſtringent 
bpeſſaries of Maſtich. Tormentil. c. but theſe 
Fare pernicious; becauſe they ſtop and congeal 
the Blood in the Uzerus, The aſtringent Pla- 
F iter which they ordered to be applied to the 


Region of the Kidneys, thinking that the Ma- 
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vered the whole Abdomen, But theſe are not 
very uſeful, ſo they are not employed in mo- 

dern Practice, * bo 
All the precedent Remedies ſometimes miſ- 
Garry; therefore you may have recourſe to 
| ”- 3 | the 


eq FF WQ:;M:EN. .... 7 


— 
P 


EF) © i= Doro urgrncrmnnnee ders - 


—_— 


ix received its Blood from theſe Organs, are 
more uſeful, and may be permitted. Such are 
8 Emplaſt. contr. Rupt, vel de Maſtich. They alſo 
recommend aſtringent Cataplaſms boiled in red 
Wine or Forge-water, with which they co- 


we 
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the following, which are deemed more ſpeci. ; 


fick in theſe Extremities. 


1. Common Rock-Alum, of which the Pr. 1 


tient is to ſwallow a Lump in Subſtance of 
the Weight of twenty-five or thirty Grains; to 
diſſolve which the ſooner in the Stomach, let 
her take a Draught of her aſtringent DecoRion; 
But I prefer powdered Alum to this way of 


taking it; and you may correct the Powder by 


adding a little of Sang. Dracon. Gum. Traga- 
canth, vel Conſerv. aut Syr. Roſ. fic. You or- 
der Boles to be made of the whole, each Bol: 
conſiſting of 2 ij. or at moſt of 3 j. that there- 
by the ſtomach may be the leſs clogged; tho 
this can harldy be avoided, through the Styp- 
ticity of the Remedy, particularly when we 
are obliged to exhibit it every four Hours, or 
oftner, as the Caſe preſſes; nor are we to 


| omit theſe Boles when the Diſorder requires 


them, though they be as noxious to delicats 
and deranged Breaſts as to the Stomach. 

2. Radix Ipecacuan. As this is a great Spe- 
cifick in Dyſenteries, as well by its attenuating 
Quality in diſſipating acrid Glaires and Phlegm, 
as by its Aſtringency; we find by Analogy, from 
the: anti-dyſenteric Qualities, that it may be 
alſo uſeful in ſtanching Blood in other like 
Caſes, as the uterine Hzmorrhage, or immo- 
derate . But the Phyſician ſhould be 
ſo circumſpe as not to give it in'a'Doſe able 
to excite vomiting ; for by that Means, thro 
the Compreſſion of the lower Belly, the ute- 


rine Flux would be rather augmented; Wen 
3 ore 
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ore let him order but a Grain of it at a Time, 
all the Patient is ſomewhat accuſtomed to 
t; but it is much more uſeful in preventing a 
future Flux than in ſtopping the preſent one, 

Was we ſhall demonſtrate hereafter, 
3. Aqu. Rabel. is very uſeful, and in great 
Vogue in this Affection; for as this is good in 
a violent Hæmoptyſis or Spitting of Blood, 
though not ſo advantagious to the Breaft, it is 
ilſo recommended in immoderate Menſtrua : 
Nor does it fatigue the Stomach ; on the con- 
Wtrary, it is very agreeable, it quenches Thirſt, 
c. It is commonly exhibited in the Patient's 
Ptiſan ad grat. acidit. but always after the 
lor is over, and never when the Uterus is 
diſpoſed to Exulceration. It is commonly leſs 
hurtful in Ptiſan or Simple-water, than in other 
Vehicles. 3 
4 In more deſperate Caſes, or when the 
Blood ſpouts out pleno rivo, we are to have 
KRecourſe to the extrema remedia, as they ſay. 
& Theſe are Injections of aſtringent Remedies 
conveyed into the Matrix by the Help of a 
8 >yringe made for that Purpoſe, Nor is it dif- 
fcult to introduce it at that Time into the ſaid 
Organ, its interior Orifice being fo lax and 
dilated, from the Quantity of Blood which 
then paſſes, The Injections are made ex De- 
cot. Millefol. Roſ. rubr. Plantag or what is 
more powerful, add Acet. Ag. Rabel. aut A- 
lum, Rup. pulv, which, tho' they menace the 
Uterus with Inflammation, yet they are to be 
employed on this deſperate Occaſion, Nay, I 
3 60 have 
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have ſeen a Woman who after Abortion ha 


ſuch a violent uterine Hzmorrhage, that (| 


-would have periſhed in a very ſmall Time, has 
it not been for an Injection of warm Vinegu 
What we have hitherto ſaid of actual in. 

moderate Menſtrua, gives great Light into th 
Method of preventing future ones. But her i 


you are not to order Veneſection, the preceden Wi 


Flux having recompenced that ; wherefore you 
chief Indications are, 1. To prevent the impend. 
ing Immoderation of the Menſes. 2. To r. 
move its Cauſe, To fulfill theſe Indication, 
you are to order abſolute Reſt from Exerci iſ 
Speaking, Paſſions, nor to permit the compte 
ſion of the Abdomen by lacing tight or otherwil. 
Next a ſevere Regimen; permitting only Thing 
that nouriſh ſparingly; intirely baniſhing the 
Uſe of Wine and ſpirituous Liquors. , Emplo 
on the contrary, Ser. Lat. chalybeat. or in 
which you boil cooling Plants, to dilute and i 
frigerate the Blood, with Cow's or Aſſes Mil 
to inſpiſſate the me; for which Intent you 
are alſo to employ Tortoiſe, Crayfiſh or Frog: 
Broths, vitriolick mineral Waters, as les Eau 
de Forges, which we commonly recommend 
for this Purpoſe, and which are preferable to 
any I kno,õw-w. 

In order to remove the Cauſe, if. it conſiſt 
in the too great Dilatability of the venal A/ 
penaices,, make Uſe of aſtringent Opiates 0! 
Suffumigations. The Opiates are given along 
with, or in the Intervals of the Milk, adding 00 
the nocturnal Doſe a little Opium, or rathet 


Cut. Anodyn. the Simples of which they 1 
made 
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made you'll find in the above Cure. Purge 
the Patient now and then with a Dilut. Caſſ. 
or with Manna. 

If this won't do, employ Suffumigations of 
the following Simples, which you make into 
Paſtils, to throw upon hot Embers, vs. 
Maſticb. Ladan. Succin. Roy. rubr. Balauſt. five 
Flor. Granat. ex quib. f. Paſtill. cum Gum. 
Tragacanth. for this corrects the Acrimony of 
the reſt. But you are to avoid too great Heat; 
wherefore to cool the Fume a little, let the 
Tunnel be kept at a ſmall Diſtance from the 
chaffing Diſh or Coals, that by the Interven- 
tion of the freſh Air, the too great Heat may 
be corrected. The Ipecacuana given with the 
Cautions before- mentioned, is better employed 
here than in the former Caſe. 


— 
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Of ſome particular Irregularities of the. 
Rec _ | Menfſtrua. 


F theſe Irregularities are, 1. Diminiſhed 
Menſtrua. 2. Such as ſeek preternatural 
lines 3. Laborious Menſtrua, all which de- 
ſerve Attention, and whoſe Explication will 
put an End to what we have to ſay of the 
languine Menſtruation, ation? | 
. As there are three ways whereby the 
Menſtrua may be immoderate, viz, in their 


Period, Duration and Rapidity, ſo may they 
be 
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be diminiſhed after the fame Manner in one, 
two, or three Ways together; the Cauſes may 
be, 1. From the two flow and too ſmall Re. 
pleniſhment of the lacteal Colatoria. So all 
that diverts their Humour may give room to 
this, particularly a Fluor Albus; for we re. 
mark, that ſuch Women as have this Flux in 
the Intervals of their Menſtrua, have little or 
no fanguine Evacuations. Thus the Colatoria 
will not be dilated, nor the Appendices diſtend- 
ed with their menſtrual Blood, for want of 
Compreſſion. - 2. If the venal Appendices be 
too ſmall and inflexible, particularly their O- 
rifices, through their natural Conformation 
or accidental Vice, as before obferved, the 
Menſtrus will be very ſlow and ſmall in 
Quantity. 3. The fame Thing will happen 
though the Veſſels be well conditioned, if the 
Texture of the Blood be too compact and 
ſpiſſid, if its Quantity be too ſmall, that it is 
| flowly moved and weakly rarifted; thus you 
ſee what great Affinity the Suppreſſion of the 
Menſtrua as with their Diminution. More- 
over, you are to obſerve, that if this happens 
to young Women at fifteen, or thereabouts, 
their Menſtrua will be probably ſapprefled in- 
tirely about the 20th Year of their Age, if 
not married. Likewiſe, if a Woman grows 
fat in the Interval of her Menſes, the Period 
not only delays, but the Quantity of the Flux 
is alſo diminiſhed, and oftentimes ſu 

from Corpulency; becauſe the redundant Blood 


is then _ upon the Accretion of the oy 
5 
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As this Accident is nearly related to the Sup- 
preſſion of the Menſtrua, the Remedies are alſo | 
much the fame in both; for here you are to 
employ your Emmenagoge combined with 

numecting, emollient and ſweetening Remedies, 


but above all Exerciſe. In the Inflexibility of 


the uterine Veſſels from a bad Conformation, 
$ Matrimony is the beſt Means to relax and 
ſoften the Veſſels. Nay, Emmenagoga given 


in this Caſe would cauſe various Dilatations 
or Ruptures of the Veins, which would have 


dangerous Conſequences; fo if they are em- 
ployed, let them be combined with relaxing, 
humecting, and ſuch like Remedies. 


2. The Blood which procures itſelf preter- 


natural Paſſages, proceeds from its Suppreſſions 
N by the ordinary Ways, and its Accumulation 
in the Blood-veſſels, till it is in a ſufficient 


Quantity to force its Way where it meets leaſt 


8 Refiſtance. Thus an univerſal Plethora is form- 
ed, various Affections of the Head, Nauſea, - 
vomiting, general Laſſitude and ſuch like 


Symptoms ſupervene. The Blood thus col- 
lected in feveral Parts will ſettle, v. g. more 
abundantly in the Lungs, if they be weak; 
hence ſpring Pain of that Part, Difficulty of 
Reſpiration, and at length ſpitting of Blood: 
And though you employ mucilaginous, cooling 
and incraflating Remedies, the following Month 
another menſtrual Collection of Blood being 
made, it will force the ſame Barrier, the 
Veſſels being ill or weakly conſolidated. The 
lame Thing may be faid of the Noſe, Hæ- 

morrhoids, 
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morrhoids, &c. if by natural Conformation, 
Ulcer, Inflammation or the like, they be! 
weaker in proportion than the other Viſcera, 
eſpecially if you add to this Coughing, or the 
like Efforts to determine the Blood thereunto, 
which is more frequent in the Lungs than 
_ elſewhere; as are alſo Rheums which conſide- 
rably weaken that Part. Next to the Lungs, 
the Noſe and Hemorrhoids ſuffer moſt thro' 
the Tenderneſs of their Structure. In general 
the more delicate the Texture of any Part iz 
the leſs it will reſiſt ; conſequently, it will the 
more give Room to this Hemorrhage, and the 
more noble it is, the more dangerous is the 
Evacuation; thus ſpitting of Blood is more 
dangerous than the Hemorrhage of the Noe, 
and this more than the Hemorrhoidal one, 
As to the Cure, here are two Things to be 
treated, 1. The Hemorrhage, 2. The local Vice, 
As to the ſpitting of Blood, it ſhould be treat- 
ed like the ordinary Hæmoptyſis, by bleeding, 
cooling, diluting and humecting Remedies, 35 
pullet, or veal Broths, Milk-meats, Balſams 
and above all Balſam. Canadenſ. for theſe in- 
craſſate the Blood, and render its Craſis more 
compact: Therefore they not only leſſen the 
Momentum of the Blood, but draw alſo a cer- 
tain Gluten over the gaping Veſſels. But you. 
muſt- endeavour by all Means to reduce the 
Blood to the Uterus; not by ſtrong Emmena- 
goga, becauſe they augment the Hamoty/is, 
but by mild Aperitives; or if the former att 
neceſſary, they ſhould be combined with cool, 
N 4 | ns 
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og diluting Remedies. Yet this ſpitting of 
Blood is commonly mortal; nor do I know 
any Paſſage in Hippocrates truer than that 
where he ſays, 4 puto ſanguineo ſputum 
Jurulentum, a ſputo fpurulento tabes, a tabe 
mers, Nevertheleſs a Hæmoptyſis is not as 
dangerous, nor as ſuddenly mortal in Women, 
through the Laxity of their Fibres, as in 
Men; for the former frequently bear it with- 
Tout any great Inconveniency for twelve or 
thirteen Years, which when it diſappears, it 
commonly degenerates into a Phthrjis, 

4. Difficult Menſtruation is that wherein 


Jof their Evacution, and painful Colicks, ſenſible 
Pains of the Matrix, which are the moſt 
W conſtant Accidents; though vomiting, Diar- 
lea, Conſtipation, and the like are alſo rarely 
W wanting, I am well aſſured that all Women 
feel ſome Pain and other Irregularities at the 
Approach of their Menſtrua, but theſe are 
limple Changes, which merit not the Name of 
Diſorders. | 
This difficult Menſtruation may proceed, 
1. From the difficult Diſtention of the Appen- 
dices, whilſt the Colatoria eaſily receive their 
Contents. Hence proceed the ſwelling of the 
Matrix, Diſtraction of the nervous Fibres, and 
conſequently Pain which conſtitutes the uterine 
Colick, 2. Various Dilatations of ſome of the 
uterine Veſſels, or a ee of the ſame, or 
bnally the Laxity or Weakneſs of one Part of 
the Uterus, as the right or left Side, &c. If 
it 


Women commonly ſuffer before or at the Time. 
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it be the firſt Caſe, when the Menſtrua appeu 


the Pains ceaſe: If the ſecond or the local 
Vice be the Cauſe, as alfo an Ulcer or Scirrty; 


of one Part of the Matrix, the Pain is alf 


local, nor does it ceaſe after the Eruption 
of the Menſtrua, though it is ſomewhat d. 
miniſhed : The various Dilatation or Infar. 
ction of the Matrix is frequently all over the 


Uterus, and moſtly obſervable in young Girl; 


As to the Symptoms which ſupervene in this 


Caſe, particularly Pains of the Kidneys and 


Vomiting, they may be explained by Sympz. 
thy. Thus the great Conſenſus which the Sto. 
mach has with ſeveral Parts, makes it ſuffer 
along with them, as we fee in the nephritick 
Colick which is commonly attended by Vo- 
miting; though others explain this by the 
Regurgitation of the Urine, as we ſaid ſome 
Time ago. But as this Accident ſometimes 
immediately ſucceeds the firſt Paroxy/m of this 
Colick before the Regurgitation of the Urine 
could happen, it ſhould be rather explained 
by Sympathy, though I don't deny but the 
other may alſo concur, as it happens with 
Regard to the Pains and Reflux of the Hu- 
mours from the Urerus, and it may allo fre- 
quently happen here in Conſequence of Indi- 
geſtion; whence Crudities are mixed with 
the Bile, | 

The Diarrhea which accompanies this At- 
fection ſprings from the great Quantity of Bile, 
Succus 'pancreaticus, &c. which are ſecerned 
in Conſequence of the Retention of the Men- 
Ih frud, 
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frua; to which add the acute Pains and In- 


digeſtions. 
The Conſtipation which is common here, 


is owing either to the great Heat and Phlogo- 


of the Uferus which are communicated to 
the Inteſtines, whereby the Fæces are dried up, 
or the Orifices of the inteſtinal Glands are 
contraſted, whence they emit no Mucoſity to 


lubrify the Inteſtines and facilitate the Egreſs 


of the Fæces; or finally the Senſibility of the 


© Inteſtines provokes the Patient to make vain 


. WS Efforts in going to Stool, and gives room to 


F this kind of Teneſinus or Conſtipation. The 


Symptoms, Diagnoſticks and Prognoſticks of 


this Affection, as being evident, I omit; fo 
I come to the Cure, which is much the ſame, 
ss in the diminiſhed or ſuppreſſed Menftrua; 
vberefore you ſhould order abundant emolli- 
W ents, humectants, Baths, but above all Ma- 
W trimony, As to the Ulcer or Scirrbus, Sc. 


of the Uterus in the preſent Caſe, we will give 


their Treatment in particular Chapters. 


* 


CHAP. XI. 
Of the Fluor Muliebris or Albus. 


HE Diſorder I am going to explain is very 
common, its Theory is extreamly Diffi- 
cult, partieularlywith Regard to the Diagnoſticks 
of its Cauſes, nor is its Cure leſs difficult; con- 

Q ſequently 


* 
— 
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ſequently it is a Subject that deſerves your N 


Attention. - Ao 

It is called Fluor Muliebris, or in modern 
Latin Fluar Albus, not Flos, as ſome would 
have it. This Diſorder conſiſts in the Efflux of 
a whitiſh, lymphatick, ſerous or aqueous 
Humour by the Orifice of the Matrix. 


„ ih 3461} Fits; i) EP 41 PF( 
u 207423 Ca U'S B gz: 55-4 10 
F 6375 ag af 1617 HHS 4 . / 11 
In the Detail of the Cauſes, to avoid Repe- ! 
tition, I omit the particular Circulation of the AW 
Humours in the Uterus, with the different 
Complication and Diſtribution of the uterine WW! 
Veſſels, remarking only, that the Colatoria t 
lactea diſtended with their Contents, compre WW/ 
the Veins; theſe once dilated, compreſs in their . 
Turn the Colatoria, which in the preſent Cat WW 
yield ſo far, as to diſcharge their Fluids by WR" 
the Orifices of the Veſiculæ lacteæ. But you c 
may ask, when it does not paſs this way, 3 
in ſeveral Caſes of Menſtruation, what be F 
comes of this milky Humour. The fame il t 
Thing may be demanded with Reſpect to b 
Breaſt- milk, when ſuppreſſed. As to the latter, a 
it is diluted, and, as it were, embalmed by the 1 
Luymph in the Veſſels of the Breaſt; whence, Wi © 
being ſufficiently fluid, it is carried off by the Wi ” 
collateral Lymphaticks into the axillary Glands, la 
and thence into the Blood. The very fame Will * 
Thing happens in the ſaid Caſe, the uterine | 
Milk being carried from the Matrix to the i ® 


large Glands, in the Bifurcation of the iliac 
Veſſels, 
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veſſels, thence into other Glands near the Kid- 
= neys, Gc. | | 
But if the Milk be too ſpiſſid to paſs thro? 
the ſmall Veſſels, it will ſettle in the YVeficulz 
ſacteæ, which it obſtructs or forces at length. 
But, to return to the Explication of the Cauſes; 
The Humour, in the Fluor Albus, is pure Milk, 
or like Barley-cream, or whitiſh and half Milk, 
or meerly lymphatic, The firſt ſtains the Lin- 
nen only on one Side, through its Spiſſitude, 
leaving a Cruſt thereon; the ſecond ſtains it 
ſenſibly on one Side, but ſomewhat leſs on the 
Jother; the lymphatic Humour leaves its Im- 
preſſion equally on both Sides, much like Wa- 
ter. The two firſt Humours flow from the 
Veſculæ lacteæ of the Uterus; the third from 
W the Tranſudation of the Lymph through the 
Coats of its Veſſels; theſe three Humours give 
room to three diſtin Diſorders, but they are 
commonly united, 

The firſt and ſecond Species, or Flux of 
pure and half Milk, ſpring from the Fault of 
that Humour, or of the Veſiculæ lacteæ, where- 
by it lows along with or in the Intervals of the 
Menſtrua. Obſervations aſſure us, that this 
Diſorder is threefold. 1, The exuberant Quan- 
tity of uterine Milk. 2. Its too great Tenui- 
c 9, and Acrimony. - 3. The preternatural Re- 
„ hxxation of the Orifices of the Vefculæ ute- 
\ tim oF * $8: 7h 
i 1. The firſt Cauſe is the too great Pleni- 
1c ude of the uterine Colatoria. For what is 
ac more natural than that this Humour, thus 
ls, av K collected, 
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collected, let us ſuppoſe as much in ten as in 
twenty ſeven Days, ſhould at laſt overcome the il 
Reſiſtance of its Veſſels? The Redundancy of | 
this Humour is obſervable in Women wo 
live well, exerciſe little, lead a ſedentary 'Life, i 
ſuch as the rich; whilſt we ſee Perſons of x 
different Regimen and Manner of living, ſuch 
as Peaſants, to be rarely ſubject to this Evil. 
Women thus affected have ſometimes : 
ſmall Quantity of their Menſes; in ten Days 
v. g. afterwards a Fluor Albus appears, and 
ſo on alternately. 
2. The preternatural Tenuity or ſerous Dia. 
thefis of the uterine Milk, having almoſt loft 
its Colour, paſſes and ſlides ſo eaſily by the 
Orifices of its Veſſels, that they cannot put 
a Stop to it though they be well conditioned, 
_ This, I fay, ſprings from the Retention of f- 
rous excrementitious Humours, as Urine, Tran- 
ſpiration, &c, or from ' conſtant drinking of 
mineral Waters, from Paſſions, Watchings, E- 
erciſe, &c. from flow Fevers or other pre- 
ceding chronic Diſorders; from the too 
great Attenuation of the Blood by Aperitives, 
as we ſee frequently by the Remedies given ina WP 
Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua. If this Humour 
be very Fluid, the Flux is continual ; if only 
in a moderate Degree, it is periodical. In ro 
the fotmer” Caſe, the Menſtrua are little or 
no Way diminiſhed ; but in this Caſe they are 
confiderably: The Importance of this Reflec- 
tion will hereafter appear in the Diagnoſtics. 


J The 


ody. It may alſo proceed from frequent Child 
ering, Which attracts a great Quantity of 

Fumours to the Matrix, whereby theſe, Veſ- 
Als are relaxed, eſpecially if the Blood be very 
rous, Laſtly, this May proceed from the 
hiſſolution of obſtinate Obſtructions of the 
ers; for the exceſſive Diſtention of the 
Plids during theſe Obſtructions relaxes them 
much, that after the Cure a Fluor Albus 
equently follows. To theſe add the too fre- 
oent Uſe ot the venereal Action. 
NB. That the ſecond Cauſe or Tenuity 

f the Humours is rarely without Acrimony : 
Which Remark is of Moment in the Cure, 
= As to the third Species of the Fluor Albus, or. 
Wc Lymphatic one. This is ow ing to the Tran-. 
dation of the Lymph through the tender and 
Wilated Coats of its Veſſels, as we ſee in the 


a {cites and other kinds of Dropſy; which 
„onot happen without ſome kind of Com- 


reſhion, to put a Stop to the Circulation of 
be Lymyh; ſo that, inſtead of a direct Cireu- 
ation, it gets a lateral one. This Compreſſion 
roceeds from the Obſtructions of ſome of 
he larger uterine Glands, particularly of that 
the Bifurcation of the iliac Veſſels; or it 
uy ſpring from the Scirrbus of the Golatoria 
Lactea, or the Relaxation of ſome Part of the 
terus. The above Obſtructions frequently 
K 2 proceed 
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proceed from a ſcorbutic, ſcrophulous or ye. 
rolic Virus; nor is any Thing more common 
than to ſee alſo a Fluor Lymphaticus from the 
Obſtruction, Cc. of the abdominal Gland; 
The Obſtructions, Tubercles, Ganglions, &. 
of the very Glands and Subſtance of the Mz. 
trix, though theſe Veſſels are very ſmall, my 
nevertheleſs produce this Affection. As to the 
above Relaxation of a Part of the Urerus i 
gives occaſion to the varicoſe Dilatation of th 
lymphatic Veſſels; whence the Lymph aſi 
tranſudes; or they may be weaken'd throug 
Corroſion or os fog By whereby the fan: 
Effect follows. ale 


e wn 133 
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The e Knowledge of theſe i is very eſſential t. to. 
the Phyſician ; ; wherefore he is to remark, 
I. That this Fluor is divided into Milky, Half 
Wnilky, and Lymphatic. The firſt ſprings 
from the ſimple - Abundance of the uterine 
Milk: The ſecond from that and a Mixture 
of Lymph; ſo the Cauſes of both are combined. 
The thitd proceeds from the Tranſudation of 
he Milk alone. 2. The Fluor Muliebris or 
Albus may be more or leſs abundant, ſerous 
Sor lymphatic, of different Colours, as yellow, 
Ibrowniſh, or like the Waſhings of: Fleſh, or 
it may de of a green or blackiſh Colour; all 
which may be. owing to the Mixture and va- 
rious Colours of the Bile; or, as I am inclined 
0 think, they may proceed from the Mixture 
Wot the Blood, if a Vein be corroded or burſt, 
Vaſt as Experience proves, in different coloured 
Spittles, Thus a ſmall Quantity of Blood will 
tender the Fluor yellow, a little more will 
make it brown, and ſo on by Degrees, to the 
ercen and black Colour. 3. This F/yor may be 
very acrid and cauſtic, ſo as to excoriate the 
Vulva, which may proceed: from the Bile, 
n: Crudities, and partiularly if the Fluor be in- 
þ. veterate. 4. This Evacuation may be habitual 
or periodicial The Fluor Lymphaticus is com- 

z nonly of the firſt Kind, tho' it is ſometimes 
more abundant, ſometimes leſs, according to 
the Patient $ Nouriſhment; yet it ſeldom quite 
me K 3 ceaſes, 
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ceaſes, as it ſuppoſes a permanent Vice; whilt | 
the milky F/zor,is more commonly periodic 
being the effect only of ſimple Plenitude ; yet 
it may be more or leſs augmented, — 
to the Arten, and may al 
a A = HO att aithy 3.3. 
iN * 8 Nut! ny 54 
0 svur rene, FA 0 
Itex irie 41:1 any 10991 af | 
Ny „wide and Weight in the Region of the 
Loins; which kre leſs permanent and ſen ſible i 
the Fluor Albus Badens and Semilacteus, tha 
in the lymphatick Fluor; becauſe this laſt i 
accompanied wolth an edematous Swelling and 
Diltengon of the Lrerus. 
2. Turbid Urine; which is owing 
| Mitture"of: the Humor diſcharged by the 
| Vugina with the Urine, juſt as we fee in Men- 
N ſtruation, wherein ſome of the Blood is mixed 
with the Urine; tho ſome ignorant Perſons 
imagine that the Urige on SIR 
this Coloarſo v3) I's 6 Ati 
. Pheſe Woinen are Ae benen be- 
_ edaſe' the intefior Sur face of their Urerus i 
ned wir a millty. or glaitous Matter, which 
 Hinders'the Tranſudation uf ibo Semen. 
* _ They ane to Abortion; whether 
they be impregnated before or after this Al- 
_ ReMion} becauſe the ſoft Texture of the Ms 
4 te, and the continual Afflux of Humour, 
do hinder the firm Adheſion of the Placenta 
to that Organ; and tho' it adheres ſome what, 
| _ deans the S is Mean So — 


i 
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fifth Month, doth: * diſſolve the de 
tion. o 

5. They are ſubject to Diſtaſte 2 Laog- 
* like pregnant Women; for the Fluor Al- 
bus draining away the digeſtive Ferments, and 
the Remainder being vitiated, they cannot ex- 
cite the uſual and genuine Senſations in the 


Stomach, Ge. 


6. Indigeſtions, from the precedent Cauſes, 


and the prepoſterous Things which the Pa- 


tient eats. 

7. From Indigeſtions proceed the Spiſſi- 
tude and Crudity of the Blood; whence va- 
rious Obſtructions, &dematous Swelling of 
the Feet by Day, of the Viſage by Night, thro' 
the different Situations, Moreover, at this. 
Time the Blood is ſo impoveriſhed, that a 
Maraſmus ſupervenes, the Quantity of Spirits 
is diminiſhed, muſcular Motion, particularly 


of the Heart, is weakened, the Propulſion of 


the Fluids begins to languiſh; to which add 
the Attenuation of the Blood, by the flow Fe- 
ver, from the Retention of theexcrementitious 
Juices, Want of Nutrition, Cc. All which 
concur to produce Cold: of the Extremities, 
edematous Swellings, difficult Reſpiration, fre- 
quent but weak Contractions of the Heart, 
its Palpitation, Syncope, Sc. 


8. A total or partial Uteri Procidentia l hap- 
pens, thro' the Relaxation of its Ligaments, 


by the redundant Serum, or Weight of its 
Body alone; . nay, this Accident has often of 


itſelf given room to a Fluor Abus. 
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9. If the excerned Humour is acrid and 
corroſive, it exulcerates the Vulva, creates 
Phlyctænæ, &c. which moſt commonly hap- Þ 
pens, if there be a Scirrhus or cancerous Ulcer 
in the Uterus from a Virus variolicum. 
10. The thin and acrimonious State of the 
Blood, the flow Fever, which appears com- 
monly in an inveterate Fluor Albus, with the 
various Obſtructions before mention d, produce 
Dropſies of different Parts; whence we find 
that theſe Patients die at length of a Drop if 
or Conſumption, Tage 


DraGNOST IOS. 


The Diagnoſtics are threefold, 1. Thet 
which diſtinguiſh the Diſorder. 2. Its Spe- 
cies. 3. Its Cauſes. The firſt Caſe is ven 
eaſy; only the Difficulty we meet in diſtin- 
guiſhing the Fluor Albus from a Gonorrbz«. i 
Nor does the ſecond Article admit of any Di- 
ficulty; but the third is extremely Difficult. 
1. The Fluor Albus can hardly be confound- 
ed with any other Diſorder, but with a pu- 
rulent Effuſion from an Ulcer of the Uterus, ot 
with a Gonorrbæa; yet the ſenſible Difference 
betwixt Pus and the Matter of the Fluor Albu 
renders the Diſtinction eaſy, For an experienc d 
Phyſician will diſcover the Pus by Inſpection. 
Moreover its Odour is always ſomewhat fetid, 
which iss rarely met with in the Fluor Albi. 
The Inflammation, Pain, Heat, Fever, &. 
„ mOomN alt: 27199) 103 dgyons loin which 
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mich preceded the Suppuration, and which ne- 
oer precede or attend the Fluor Albus, if not in- 


V 


Veterate, are alſo great Arguments of Pus. Fi- 

W nally, the Quantity of the Fluor Albus is much 
more conſiderable than that of the Pat, which 
= diſtils by ſmall. and few. Drops. But af the Pus 
= 1nd F/zor be combined, the Caſe is ſtill more 
difficult; yet Attention and frequent Examina- 
tion may diſcover it. The particular Quali- 
tes of the Pus we have given in our Treatiſe 
of the Diſorders of the Breaſt: To theſe add 
chat in the Ulcer of the IUrerut, there is now 
and then an acute Pain, and that the Patient 
cannot bear the conjugal Embraces; but the 
W contrary in the Fluor Albus. d 
2. It is infinitely difficult to diſtinguiſh the 
8 Fluor Albus from an inveterate Genorrbæa; 
tho good Attention, with a competent Know- 
© ledge of each Diſorder, will diſtinguiſh them 
hen recent. Thus an incipient Clap is attended 
with a Phlogeſis of the external Genitals, Dy- 
ria, painful Copulation, Heat and Irritation 
of Urine; the Pain and Phlogofis: are moſtly 
obſervable in the Lacunæ about the Clitorrs. 
But all theſe Smptoms are never met with in 
2 Fluor Albus; moreover this Fluor: augments 
by Degrees; but the Gonorrbæa comes to its 
Height ſuddenly. But if the Clap be invete- 
rate,” all or maſt of theſe Accidents: vaniſſi; 
whereby it the more approaches to the Nature 
of a Fluor. Albus; ſo that the Phyſician may be 
thereby the eaſier deceived, if ther Patient be 
not [faithful enough to recite the Symptoms 

. of 
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of the commencing Evil; but if ſhe faith. Þ 
_ fully recites the preceding Accidents you may 
c conclude, ſhe has an inveterate Clap, Moreover 
there are by this Time other Signs of the Sypbili 
The Menſtrua are here in their natural Quant. 
ty: In the Fluor Albus they are proportionally d. 
-miniſhed or intirely ſuſpended. In the Gon. 
rbæa there is alſo ſome Suſpicion of impur 
ation, or the Woman communicates her 
Evil to fome Man. But the ſureſt Sign | 
know is the Inſpection of the Parts of Gene. 
ration, particularly the Lacune and Emi. 
ries of Cowper's Glands, which if they ſper 
| out a purulent Matter, the Affection is a C. 
ul norrbæa, which may be alſo ſeated in th: 
vaginal Glands. But there you are to ex- 
mine the State of the Orifice of the Matrix 
which in a Fluor Albus is commonly lax and 
mollified; but the contrary in a Clap. To al 
theſe Signs you may add the Diſcovery mad: 
by the Help of the Treatment of a Gonorrhe! 
or Fluor Albus, the former being eaſily cured 
or \ alleviated by Sudorifics, Sc: to which the 
a tarely yields. 
Some 'Phyficians ſpeak alſo of another Sign, 
—— they pretend to be infallible in diſtn- 
guiſning the two precedent Diſorders, 912. 
that the Fluor Albus ceaſes in the Time d 
Menſtruation ; but that the Gonorrhœal Flux 
Kill continues, The venereal Flux proceeds fron 
three Places; from the Glandulæ  projeets, 
Comper's Glands, and theſe of the gin 
_—_ Flux of the two firſt Organs, as having 
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no Affinity with the Seat of Menſtruation, 
ſhou' di ſay they, ſubſiſt during that Evacuati- 
on; which cannot be ſaid of the Fluor Albus. 
But theſe Arguments reliſh too much of Spe- 
—_— nay run counter to Reaſon and Ex- 
; for though the 'two precedent Seats 
of a po rs. different from that of the 
Menſirug,: yet theſe are, confounded with the 
Gonorthœal Flux, as well as with the Fluor 
Albus, in the Time of their Effufion, ſo that 
neither the one nor the other can be diſtin- 
guiſhed at this Time; conſequently it cannot 
be faid-that ſuch are or are not, whilſt they 
are thus indiſtinguiſhable: For it happens in 
this Caſe, as it doth with the Urine in the 
Time of Menſtruation, which is ſo charged 
with Blood ſometimes, as to impoſe o on ſome 
for real piſſing of Blood. 

Diaztofties of the different Species a are ent; 
Y for by the Patient's Relation, and Inſpection of 
de Matter you learn, 1. Whether it be purely 
lacteal, by its Wteneſs, Spiſſitude and ſen- 
ſibbly ſtaining the Patient's Linnen only on one 
Side. 2. The Fluor Semilatteus ſtains it une- 
qually on both Sides, leaving its Marks more 
ſenſibly here and there on one Side. 3. The 
— intirely penetrates it like Wa- 
tet, leaving no whitiſh Cruſt on the Linnen 
like the two former: Vour Inſpection will alſo 
inform you of the different Colours, as yellow, 
green, black, Sc. By examining the Patient, 
you wilb learn if the Humour be acrid, whe- 

r renders r 
ot 
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hot or painful; whether likewiſe the Flux te 
-regularor irregular; continual or periodical, &. 
In the Diagnoſtics: of the Cauſes the moſt 
we can do is to _ as 3 e 
-as We can. 1 
1. If the Matter be rely ucteal, the Flu 
Abus ſprings from the redundant Quantity 
of Chyle, and perhaps a little Relaxation of the 
Colatoria; in which Opinion you will be the 
more confirmed, if the Patient eats plentifully 
of ſucculent Aliments, exerciſes little; and much 
more, if the Fluor is periodical; for then it de- 
notes a regular Accumulation of uterine Milk, 
which acquires at length a ſufficient Momen. 
tum to force its Obſtacle, once perhaps in ſeven 
or ten Days, commonly before the Menſe:. 
But if this Humour continually flows, and that 
it is white and ſpiſſid, ſenſibly ſtaining the Lin- 
nen, beſides its Plenitude, you may alſo Joſtly 
ſuſpect a Relaxation of the Orifices of. the Ci 
latoria Lactea, which ſuffers this Humour to 
pals as faſt as it preſents itſelt. 
2. If the Humour be paler and thinner, it it 
is a Fluor Albus Semilacteus. If it flows 
only at certain Periods and due Intervals, you 
may ſuſpect the Vice is owing to a ſimple 
Plehitude: but if it continually flows without 
any, or little Intermiſſion, beſides its Abun- 
dance, you way alſo spe a Relaxation of 
Receptacles... Sans 717 19 Boden 
3. If the Fluor be — is intirely pe⸗ 
neitstes the Linnen, leaving no YVeftigia more 
can pure Water. You are then to * if 
2 ere 
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there be a hard Tumour, œdematous Swelling, 
Weight and gravative Pain in the Region of 
the Matrix ; if ſo you may then conclude that 
ſuch are the Cauſes of the Evil, 


PRoGNoSTICS, 


Theſe turn on two Points, 1. On the Evil in 
general, 2. On its Species, Cauſes, &c. 
In- general the Fluor Albus is very incom- 
modious, and renders Women odious to Men. 
Moreover its Accidents are very troubleſome, 
as Barrenneſs, Weakneſs, anxious Life. If in- 
veterate, it creates Obſtructions, Dropfies, Con- 
ſumptions, Uteri Procidentia, &c. all which - 
not only render this Diſorder troubleſome, but 
alſo tedious and difficult to be cured, nay mor- 
tal; particularly the lymphatic Fluor Albus, 
when it gives room to Ulcers, Cancers, Drop- 
ſies, flow Fevers, &c. But the other Species 
are more favourable, for ſome ſupport them 
for twenty Years or more, 
Prognoſtics of the Species vary in Propor- 
tion, 1. Thus the Fluor Albus, ſimply lacteal, 
is the moſt favourble of all, becauſe it ſup- 
poſes no other Vice than the Plenitude of the 
Colatoria Uterina, and at moſt a ſmall relax- t 
ation of the fame. Veſſels, whilſt the Fluor | 
lympbatitus preſuppoſes a permanent Vice in 
the Uterus, as Tubercles, el 
Visi 51 Hife e ROY dc i 


2. The Fluor Semilacteus is more trouble- 
ſome, in as much as it denotes the too great 
8 | Fluidity 
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Fluidity and Diſſolution of the Blood and 
Chyle, and a local Vice in the Nrerus, if it be 
" habitual; but the Conſequences are the: lef 
to be apprehended, if it frequently intermits, 
In the former Caſe the Solids are commonly 
relaxed; but the Vice of the Solids is more 
difficultly removed than that of the Fluids; 
whence the Prognoſtics ſhould be in Pro- 
portion. , e 
3. The Fluor Lymphaticus is the moſt dan- 
gerous of all, in as much as it ſuppoſes very 
. conſiderable Cauſes, as Scirrbus,Cancers, Ulcers, 
&c. of the Uterus, or near it; whoſe conſe- 
quences are frequently mortal; ſuch as Drop- 
ſies, flow Fevers, Uteri Procidentia, &c. 
As to the Prognoſtics of the Quality of the 
Matter. If the Humour of the Fluor Albus 
be ſweet and balſamic, or like Whey, tranſ- 
parent and aqueous, it will not excoriate the 
Vulua, nor produce any bad Effects: On the 
contrary, if it be acrid, yellow, green or black, 
and much more, if it be attended with Heat 
of Urine, and that it actually exulcetates the 
Parts of Generation. | 1 
An anveterate Fluor Albus is more trouble- 
ſome and difficultly cured than a recent one, 3 
continual than an intermittent Flux; the for- 
mer ſuppoſing a more permanent Cauſe. The 


Fluor Albus attended with acute ſenſible Pains, 


darting as it were from Time to Time, 


threatens a Cancer; conſequently is to be very 


much apprehended: Therefore all acrid, heat- 
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ing and aperitive Remedies ſhould be then 
baniſhed. 1 

Voung Women are eaſter cured of this AF- 
fection than old ones, through the vicious 
Diatbeſs of the Solids and Fluids in the 
laſt. It is eaſier removed in Women who 
have had many Children, than in ſuch as have 
had none. : 

If a Cancer is at length formed in the 
Uterus, you muſt pronounce the Evil incura- 
ble, and ſo ſtrive to palliate it, by evacuating 
che redundant Humours, and employing the 
other appropriated Remedies to be mentioned in 
che Chapter of the Cancer Uters. oe h 


Co RRE. 


The Treatment of the Fluor Lacteus and 
Semilacteus eſſentially differs from that of the 
Fluor Lymphaticus. The Cauſes of the two 
former in general are, 1. The Abundance, 
Spiſſitude, and difficult Circulation of the 
uterine Milk; to this the Fluor purely lacteal 
owes its Riſe. 2. The Fluor Semilactens 
ſprings from the too great Tenuity of the 
laid Humour; whence it iſſues gud dat? porta. 
3. This Fluor not only may ariſe, but will be 


more confiderable and habitual, if the Veſſels 
be relaxed. Thus the Indications of Care 
Regard; 1. The Redundancy of Milk. 2. Its 
Tenuity. 3. The Relaxation of the Veſſels. 

1. The Cure of the Fluor Lateus is ſo eaſy, 
that in fifteen Days it may be completed: — 
that 
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that the Patient be more ſparingly nouriſhed, 
her Aliments leſs ſucculent, let her exerciſe 
heartily, ſleep little, the Quantity of her Chylc, 
and conſequently of the Flux will be dimi- 
niſhed; for it is one cf the trueſt Maxims of 
Hippocrates, that a Woman thus affected ſhoult 
in cibis minus ſatiari, & impigram eſſe ad lu. 
Borem. If ſhe will not yield to this Method 
let it be recompenſed by Veneſection of the 
Arm once or twice a Month ; that the Blood 
and other Humours thereon depending, may 
be diminiſhed in the ſame Proportion, Next 
let Cathartics be employed, to diſcharge the 
Crudities and Part of the Chyle by the Anu 
But above all, order Emetics; for they not 
only carry off the Crudities of the Stomach, 
but alſo attenuate the Blood, and forward the 
natural Excretions. If the Patient cannot bear 
theſe, let her take frequent Clyſters, to derive 
Part of the Chyle by the Anus. Women 
ſeldom refuſe theſe laſt Remedies; becaule they 
preſerve, nay, augment the Beauty and Agrec- 
ableneſs of the Face: But to aſſiſt their Eft 
cacy, order at the ſame Time Diaphoretics 
as Decoctions of the Woods, or Divuretics; 
to diſcharge the ſuperfluous Humours by the 
different Emunctories of the Body. | 
2. To fulfil the ſecond View, which part: 
cularly regards the Fluor Semilacteus, is more 
difficult; for it is not eaſy to correct the pre- 
ternatural Tenuity of the Humours, tho there 
be no Vice in the Solids, As this conſiſts 1. 
want of due Conſiſtence of the Blood, fron 
4 or] | Weab 


weak and watry Aliments, &c. you muſt re- 


commend inſpiſſating and nouriſhing Diet, 
which, if the Patient faithfully obſerves, will 
perform the Cure. Hence ſhe ſhould live on 


various Creams, Pottages, Gruels, boiled Milk, 


roaſt Meat, Gellies, Sc. intirely avoiding Ra- 
gouts, ſalt and high- ſeaſoned Meats, Milk of 


all Kinds is of great Service in this Affection, 


which if the Patient - cannot bear, let it be 
turned with the Decoction of China: Let her 


alſo drink of a ſweetening and cooling Pti/an 
made with Rad. Conſolid. maj. Alth. Malu. Sem. 


Lin. which may be rendred agreeable by Syr. 


Granat. vel Limon. eſpecially if it be in the 
Summer Time; in which Seaſon ſhe may 


alſo drink a little of Orgeat, Lemonade or the 
| like. 


Narcotics are very uſeful, nay, of great 
Moment in this Cure, eſpecially if the Patient 
is reſtleſs at Night, or any way delirious, So 
order a Doſe of one of the following pro re 
nata; Syr. Papav. alb. vel Decoct. Cap. Papav. 
Diacod. Tinct. Anodyn. Or if you want to de- 
celve your Patient, preſcribe Pillul. de Cyno- 
gloſs.) Starkeian. &c, but remember to order 
them in the Beginning, in a very ſmall Doſe, 
gradually augmenting the ſame, leſt the Pa- 
tient ſhould become 1o accuſtomed to them, 
that their intended Effect be thereby fru- 

3. The third Diſorder to be treated is the 
Relaxation of the Veficule lacteæ; this is fre- 
quently in the Fluor Semilacteus, to which it 
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may give room, without any conſiderable Fault 
of the Fluids. The Indication, therefore, which 
preſents it ſelf here, is to reſtore the Tone and 
laſticity of the Solids; which is performed 
by. Vulneraries or  Aſtripgents. Properly ſpeak. 
ing, the former, tho' of this Claſs, have no 
ſenſible Aſtringency, the latter have manifeſtly 
that Quality. 3 
Of the Claſs of Vulneraries are your hot 
Baths of mineral, or bituminous, hot Wa- 
ters; Fomentations, Injections into the J. 
gina, Inſeſſus of the fame Waters are ver 
uſeful, to which add the Fumes convey- 
ed into the Vagina by the Help of a Tunnel; 
for this Precaution is neceſſary, thro' the Cl: 
lapſus of the Labia Pudendi, &c. which other- 
wiſe hinders the Ingreſs of the Fumes, As 
theſe Waters are uſeful in the Palſy, fo they arc 
alſo in this Affection, when taken internally. 
The waters we commonly recommend for this 
Purpoſe are Les Eaux de Barrege, de Bourbm, 
de Balleruque, de la Chapelle, &c. 
The next Claſs of theſe Remedies compre- 
hends Sudorifics, as Deco#. Guaiac. Saſſaft 
Sar/ſaparil. Chin. &c. Diuretics likewiſe, ® 
Decoct. Rad. Eryng. Anon. cui. add. Pulv. Mil 
leped. vel Sal. Glaub. Galenus extremely te. 
commends for the ſame Purpoſe Rad. Apii, & 
Aſar. whereby he aſſures us that he cured 1 
Woman exceedingly reduced by a Fluor Albus 
Vet this great Efficacy is owing to their diute- 
tic Quality alone, of 
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Of the Claſs of Aſtringents, properly ſpeak, 
ing, are the following, if you are obliged to 
have Recourſe to them, vi. Fol. Argent. Ver- 
ben. Virg. Aur. Marrhub, Calamintb. or, what 

comes to the ſame Intent, all the Vulneraries 
of the Swifſe in infus. theiform, to which you 
© add Balſam. Peruv. ficcum aut liquid. Balſam, 
Canad. Capi v. or T herebenth, de Chio, ordering 
the drier Balſams from 4 to 6 Drops, or of the 
more liquid, to 18, with a little Sugar in each 
Doſe, if you employ them in Boles ; or ſim- 
ply dropped into the Infuſion or Decoction, 
when exhibited in a liquid Form, 

If more powerful Aſtringents are neceſſary, 
preſeribe Rad. Biſtort. Tormentil. Conſolid. maj. 


Burt. Paſtor. or pro re nata Roſ. rubr, Rbus. 
irginian. Balauſtia. which are given in va- 
rious Doſes, according to the Number order- 
Fed at a Time, the Patient's Temperament, 
Sc. They are uſed in Broths, Decoctions, Pfi- 
ans, &c, But you are never to employ them 
till you have prepared the Patient by Bleeding, 
Purging, and other general Remedies. 

If the Diſorder be very obſtinate, the Phy- 
lician is often obliged to have Recourſe to the 
following Aſtringents, Sang. Dracon, Maſtich, 
Suce, Hypociſtid. Terr, Catech. Terr. Sigillat. 
Succin. Santal, Rubr. pulv. whoſe Dole in ge- 
neral is 10 or 12 Grains, which muſt be di- 


- miniſhed in Proportion to the Number of theſe 


simples ordered together. The Forms are 


Of Voles, Opiates or Electuaries, Tablets, Powders, 
L 2 TG 


I Eibe. Quinguefol. Millfol. Herniar. 
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148 OF THE DISEASES 
&c. made up with Syr. Granat. Corall. rulr. Wt 
but above all Syr. or Conſerv. Ro/. rubr, to 
make them into Boles or Electuaries. If the 
Caſe is preſſing, order ſome Grains of Alun 
and Sang. Dracon. to 3 ſſ. or 3 j. in Conſery, 
Roſ. form. Bol. bis die ſumend. juſt as we 
have ordered in the inimoderate Menſtruy. 
The above Simples are alſo uſed in Suffumi. 
gations, when the Flux is Violent, 
As to the third Cauſe, or when the Abun- 
dance and Tenuity of the Humours are com. 
bined with the Relaxation of the Solids, you 
muſt prudently combine the Remedies en- 
ployed for each, always remembring to pr 
portion the Remedies to the different Degrees 
of Intenſity of the different Cauſes. 
- N. B. That you are to combine or intermit 
the Uſe of Baths and Narcotics, with Purgz- 
tives, Diuretics, &c, eſpecially if you appre- 
hend an Inflammation, Ulcer, &c, from their 
Irritation, or the Acrimony of the Flur. 
This acting on the Parts of Generation, thenct 
on the Inteſtins; both which Parts ably 
communicate their Affections the one to the 
other. Moreover, you may imagine it i 
of no great Conſequence to diſtinguiſh a Flu 
Albus from a Gonorrhea, ſeeing the Remedic 


of the one, v:z, Sudorifics, Aftringents, os IT 
may be indifferently employed in the other. But 
this Notion is manifeſtly falſe: For I neue 
knew that the cited Remedies, or any of the WW que 
reſt ſpecifically intended for the Cure of © the 
Clap, have ever removed a Fluor Albus. Jou 


« Curt 


Cure of the hympbatic Fluor Albus. 


1. If the Fluor Lympbaticus ſprings from 
the Obſtruction of the large Glands in the Bi- 
furcation of the Iliacs, &c. thro a ſcrophu- 
lous, ſcorbutic or venereal Virus, theſe 
Diſorders ſhould be removed by their reſpe- 
dive Remedies, before we come to the Cure 
of the Fluor; nay, the former being corrected, 
the latter is ſo too; but as this is not of my 
preſent Purpoſe, I refer you to the Treatiſes I 
have already given on thoſe Subjects. 

= 2, The Fluor Alhus proceeding from the 
E Compreſſion of the uterine Lymphatics, by Scir- 
woſities, Cancers, Ganglions or the like, ſhould 
be treated by the Remedies intended for thoſe 
Cauſes, as we ſhall hereafter explain, Wherefore, 
W 3. The Object of this Cure ſhall be only 
che third Cauſe, or Uter: Procidentia, and 
Wome few of the ſecond Claſs, viz. the ſimple 
Obſtructions of the Glands of the Uzerus, or 


of the other abdominal Viſcera, which diſorder 
ebe Circulation in that Organ. 

l As to the Obſtructions, the principal Indi- 
aation is to remove them, and re-eſtabliſh the 
Circulation of the Humours. But unfortu- 


nately, this Indication cannot be always ful- 
filled, without Danger; for if you adminiſter 
the Remedies intended for that Pur poſe, you fre- 
quently give room to Scirrhoſities, Cancers, and 
the like Affections of the Matrix; therefore 
jou are to proceed very cautioully, beginning 

. 3 with 
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with one or more Bleedings in the Arm, ay 
the Patient's Palſe, Temperament, &c. will 


guide you, Thus you empty the Blood-Vel. i 


ſels, to give Room to the Action of your De. 
obſtruents, and to prevent Inflammation, You 
are next to order a gentle Cathartic ; or if 
the Patient be of a robuſt firm Conſtitution, 
has a ſound Breaſt, Cc. an Emetic will do 
much better, as Tart. Stibiat. ad gr. iij. or J. 

pecacuan, if the Patient be ſubject to Indi. 
geſtions, has a foul Stomach, &c. After thel: 
' Preparations, if the Patient be of a col 
phlegmatic Conſtitution, and that the urinary 
Paſſages are well conditioned, order attenu. 
ating aperient Remedies, But if ſhe be 
on the contrary, of a hot bilious Conſtitution, 
feels ſenſible Pain or Heat of the Matrix, before 
the Uſe of De-obſtruents, ſhe is to take dilut- 
ing, emollient, and cooling Broths or Apo- 
zems, in which have been boiled Cray-fih; 
to which Purpoſe you may alſo order Lac vo- 
ein. vel Afinin. cum Decoct. Hord. or Ser. Lad. 
chalybeat. in quo bull. Cherefol., or if ſhe like: 
beſt, Lact. diſtillat. cum Plant. vulnerar, Mi. 
neral Waters, moderately purgative, Baths and 
Half Baths are very convenient in Summer, 
and other temperate Seaſons, as is allo ths 
Ser. La#, but the Broths or Apozems will do 
better in Winter. The bilious Patient thus 
prepared, or the phlegmatic, as before, ma) 
proceed to the Uſe of the aperient and attc- 


nuating Remedies, which are very numerous; 
but 
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put we ſhall ſelect the moſt common and effi- 
© cacious ; ſuch as, | . K hat 
1. Rad, Aſparag. Eryng. Anon. Lapath, A. 

ut. Bruſ. an Ounce of each when you employ 
but two, or half an Ounce when you employ 
four at a Time; Fol. Cicbor. Cbærefol. Argen- 
iin. Ari mon. Summit. Naſturt. aquat, The 
Argent. and Agri mon. are ſomewhat aſtringent, 
aperitive, and vulnerary; the reſt are more 
particularly diuretic, They are ordered pro 
re nata in Pugils, and are prepared in Broths 
© or Apozems, to which you add Milleped. Viu. 

or Sal. Glaub. Arcan. duplicad. 3 ij. towards 
the End; or the Milleped. may be contuſed, 
and the Decoction poured over them. The 
$ Apozems may be ſweetened with Syr. de 5 Rad. 

Aper. or other appropriated Syrup. 
8 2. All the aperitive Preparations of Mars, 
We 25 Croc. Mart. aper. particularly that made by 
Water, which is milder, and adheres leſs to 
che Stomach than the Crocus prepared by Dew. 
In order to make the former, put Li mat. Fer. 
9. v. in a ſufficient Quantity of Water into a 
B. M. over a gentle Fire; renew the Water as 


often as Occaſion requires, till the Filings of 


Iron are reduced to a pulpous Maſs, which 
you dry and pulverize: For the ſame Purpoſe 
are Fer, Rubig. porphyrizat. Flor, Martial. Sal. 
Mart. River. Theſe you order to xx. Grains, 
but x. of the Flor. Mart. will be ſufficient; 
becauſe a great Quantity of Sal. Ammoniac, 
enters their Compoſition, 

L 4 3. The 
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3. The Preparations of Mercury, particu- 
larly Ætbiop. miner. Merc, violaceus. The 
Athiops prepared by Fire is preferable to that 
made by Trituration; becauſe the Mercury i 
better incorporated with the Sulphur in the 
former; conſequently it is leſs: ſubject to rev; 
vify, and will enter more abundantly into the 
Blood. I alſo prefer the factitious to the native 
Cinnabar; tho' this laſt is moſt in Vogue, yet 
it frequently contains a little Arſenick, from 
the other Minerals which it meets with in the 
Bowels of the Earth; whence it may be of 
very dangerous Conſequence, - The Doſe af 
the former is from x. to xvi, Grains; yet 
it will do better to begin with a more mode- 
rate Doſe, as vj. or vij. Grains. 

A young Girl of ſeven or eight Years, &. 
before her Menſes appear, having a Fluor A. 
bus, or rather Lymphaticus, ſhould be treated 
with F. S. Purgation, Milk turned with Deu. 
Chin. or Sarſaparill, Atringent. Ocul. Cat- 
cror. Oc. | 

4, Pulo, Milleped. and the Gums, which 
are the moſt efficacious Remedies; as Gun. 
Ammoniac. Sagapan. Opopan. Galban. Myrrt. 
The former are given to iv. or v. Grains, the 
Myrrh, in a larger Doſe; their Forms may be 
Boles, Opiats, Tablets, Powders, Cc. Yet 3 

theſe Gums are very powerful Aperitives, 
vou are not to inſiſt too long on their Uſe 
but rather intermix it with the aperitive Broths, 
fifteen Days for the one, and as many for the 


other: Thus cautiouſly managing them, but 
always 
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always after the Matrix is well prepared and 
diſpoſed ſor their Uſe, The beſt Rule I know 
is, to begin with the mildeſt Aperitives, gra- 
dually aſcending pro re nata to the moſt pow- 
erful, as we have digeſted them; nay, when 
you come to the laſt mentioned Claſs, I would 
ſtill recommend to change your Method, or- 


dering one while the cooling, diluting Remedies, 
another while your ſpecific Aperitives, and 
ſo on alternately, the one, v. g. for the Morn- 

Sing and Evening only, the other in the Inter- 
@ vals. But you are to ſuſpend intirely the Uſe of 
your Aperitives, if you find the Heat, Senſi- 
@ bility or Pain of the Matrix to be augmented. 
When theſe are corrected you may return once 
more to the Uſe of the former Remedies, I 
© would have you alſo to be cautious and cir- 
cumſpect in the Uſe, as well of aſtringent In- 
ections into the Vagina, as of Aſtringents in- 
ternally taken, both which are frequently per- 
nicious; leſt by ſtopping the accuſtomed Flux 
ſo ſuddenly the whole Body may ſuffer; re- 


member alſo to add Narcotics, particularly 
Opium to every Bole or Opiat of the ſtronger 
Aperitives; each Doſe may contain + or + 
Grain of Opium, Thus the relaxed Solids 
yield, without Danger of Rupture or Inflam- 
mation, to the rarified Fluids, 

As to the laſt-mentioned Cauſe of the Fluor 
Lymphaticus, viz. the Relaxation of the U- 
terus, whereby a total or partial Neri Proci- 
dentia happens. This is to be treated by re- 
ducing the Matrix to its proper Place, or re- 

| ſtoring 
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ſtoring its Tone, if it be only over relaxed. 
The Matrix being once reſtored, its Relaxz. 
tion in the one as well as the other Caſe is to 
be remedied by the Aſtringents before- men- 
tioned, and the other Corroboratives; as hot 
Baths, or made of vitriolic and ferrugineou 
Waters, which if not powerfully purgative, 
may be alſo taken internally. Fomentations 
and Ducciæ of the ſame may be uſed; t 
which add the Fumes of Bath-waters received 
into the Vagina; nay, all that I have ſpoke 
of in the Cure of the Relaxation of the Ori- 
fice of the Matrix. 

The Accidents proceeding from the Quality 
of the Humour, particularly when it is acrid, 
of a yellow or green Colour, Se. theſe, | 
fay, are commonly Exulceration, or only Heat, 
Pain, and the like; which threaten a PH] 
or a Scrrrhus, degenerating into a Cancer. If the 
_ tft, the moſt you can do is to palliate the Evil. 

. In order to this, and to remedy the other Ef- 
fects aforeſaid, bleed the Patient, at leaſt once 
a Month, purge her gently as often, with 
Manna, or a Dilut. Caſs. or this diſſolved in 
mineral Water, mildly purgative; your Ca- 
thartics ſhould not exceed this Kind. Then 
order diluting and cooling Remedies, particu- 
larly Milk Diet, and Narcotics, Morning and 
Evening; the Dole at Night to provoke Sleep, 

being larger, thus the Pain is checked. Let the 
Patient alſo frequently drink of the Decoction 
of Malv. Alth. or boiled Emulſions, and bath 


often, But Veneſection is the only Remedy 
you 
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you are to depend on. As to your aperitive 


Remedies you are to baniſh them intirely in 


this Cure. 


2 


C HAP. XII. 
Of the Furor Uterinus. 


H O' this Diſorder is commonly ranked 
| among thoſe of Women, their Parts of 
Generation being very much concerned therein; 

yet I would rather refer it to the Diſorders of 
che Head, inaſmuch as it principally conſiſts 
in a Delirium, either Melancholicum or Mania- 
cum, both which I have obſerved, Theſe Pa- 
tients conſtantly and immodeſtly ſpeak of the 
E venereal Action, ſolicit Men thereunto, make 


rouls upon Vene 

The Antients called this Affection Nympho- 
mania, thinking that the Clitoris, which they 
called N ympha, was its only Seat. Hence 
Mptagg e is ſaid of the Section of the C/i. 


torts, 


Cavusss. 


The firſt and principal Cauſe of this Furor 
ls a preternatural Irritation in the Parts of 
Generation; whence violent Impreſſions are 
made on the Brain. The Explication of the 
former 


immodeſt Poſtures, and their whole Diſcourſe 


IK 
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former I propoſe to give here, referring that 
of the latter to the Treatiſe of the Diſorders 
of the Head. 
Phyſiology teaches us that the venereal 
Stimulus is ſeated, 1, In the Clitoris. 2. In the 
Vagina, 3. In the interior Part of the Utery, 
Tho' the laſt is not as ſuſceptible of theſe Im. 
preſſions, as the two former, being leſs ner. 
vous; nevertheleſs it contributes to augment 
the Pleaſure: For we ſee that brute Animals 
when big with young, abſolutely refuſe venerei 
Commerce with their Males; the venere| 
Stimulus being then diminiſhed by the Fztu 
in the Matrix. Yet I am not ignorant of the 
Objection of ſome, who cite the Hiſtory of 
Julia Daughter to Auguſtus Ceſar, and Wit 
to Agrippa, who, they ſay courted more the 
embraces of Men during her Pregnancy, than 
at any other Time; ſaying that brute Animals 
refuſed ſuch Commerce in that State, for want 
of Reaſon and ſufficient Senſe of Pleaſure, or 
becauſe they were meer Brutes, But for my Part 
ſeveral Reaſons convince me, that Women big 
with Child are not as ſenſible of theſe Pleaſures, 
as when they are not; wherefore I conclude 
that the Uzerus contributes to the Production 
of Love-pleaſures, 


* _—k =_— = = 


Mi % => bk © & we Fam a: Bo. Con nn 


The Impreſſions made on the above Seats 4 
or Parts of Generation, by their reſpective Hu- 00 
mours, may be compared to the Impreſſions * 
made on the Stomach by the Humor Gaſir'- Th 
cus, Cc. in exciting Appetite: Wherefore the Me 


Ardor Venereus will be in Proportion to the 
Intenſity 
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iatenſity of the Stimulus, and Diſpoſition of 
ES: hc Solids. 1. If the Organs be too ſenſible 
Ind inflamed, the Vibratility of the Nerves will 
be ſo great, that they will be ſuſceptible of the 
Slighteſt Impreſſions; juſt as the Fingers, 
when inflamed, thro' the Tenſion of their 
E Nerves, cannot bear the leaſt Touch, nor the Eyes 
eren the Rays of Light; andthe greater the Ten- 
non is, the greater will be the Effect of Im- 
preſſion, 2. The Abundance and Acrimony 
Jof the lymphatic Humour of the Clitoris, of 
the ſeminal Humour of the Vagina, and other 
Humours of the Matrix, as the Humor Lac-. 
eus, &c, 3. The Combination of the two 
former Cauſes, in which Caſe the venereal 
W Appetite. is extremely intenſe, Now to the 
Explication of each of theſe Cauſes, 

1, The too great Senſibility of the Uterus 
proceeds from the Rarefaction, Efferveſcence 
and Heat of the Blood, eſpecially if any par- 
ticular Impediment puts a Stop to its Motion 
in the Uterus. The Heat of the Blood is cauſed 
by drinking of ſpirituous Liquors, uſe of ſalt 
Meats, exceſſive Exerciſe, particularly of the 
Parts of Generation, which have more Effect 
on hot bilious Conſtitutions than any other; 
becauſe of the natural Rarefaction and Heat 
of their Blood. But this Affection is moſtly 
obſervable in Women at the Approach of 
their Menſes; nay Brutes rarely admit the 
Approaches of their Males, only at that Time. 
This is ſtill more common in Women, whoſe 
Menſtrua are ſuppreſſed, For the Quantity 
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of Blood then ſtagnant, without Iſſue in the 
Dterus, conſiderably diſtends its nervous Fi. 
bres, whereby they become more ſenſible. The 
Cauſes of Suppreſſion, as alſo Tumours, &. 
which put a Stop to the Circulation of the 
Humours in the Uterus, we have already ex. 
plained; to which add, that feveral Obſerys. 
tions atteſt the tumified Hemorrhoids by their iſ 
Contiguity to the Uterus and Communication WR 
with the Veſſels of that Organ, to have pro- 
duced this Diſorder. 
2. The Cauſes of Acrimony are, the to 
great Quantity of Blood; Lymph of the C/itori; 
ſeminal Humour of the Vagina; and lad 
of the Matrix; for the Impreſſions are in 
Proportion : Wherefore, high-fed Women, par- 
ticularly theſe who make exceſſive Uſe of {alt 
peppered, or other high- ſeaſoned Meats; who 
are ſubject to violent Paſſions of the Mind; fre- 
quent Watchings at gaming; theſe I fay, are 
chiefly diſpoſed to this Evil. But a ſuperior 
Degree of Acrimony is induced by the Retention 
of the Bile, 

3. The third Claſs of Cauſes conſiſts in the 
Combination of the two above explained; and 
they are more frequently united than ſeparate; 
for one alone is hardly capable of producing 
this Furor; but the two jointly never fail. 

It will be neceſſary to make the following 
Reflections on this Diſorder. 

1, If the Delirium be not Eſſential, the Fu 
ror Uterinus is not; nor is it otherwiſe pro- 


rly a Furor. 
pe * . The 
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2. The Furor may be Eſſential, or Sympto- 
atic; the laſt is the moſt frequent. If it 
[riſes in Conſequence of having read obſcene 
Wooks, heard laſcivious Stories, or that the 
patients have been too much occupied with 
Thoughts of Venery, and that a Mama or 
W-lancholia ſupervenes; the ſubſequent Furor 
BS: Symptomatic: If on the contrary the Furor 
Wilt appears in Conſequence of, the mentioned 
W mprefſions made on the Uterus, and that the 
Delirium, whether Melancholicum or Maniacum 
ffterwards ſupervenes ; the Furor is Eſſential, 


Nection will be very uſeful in the Prognoſtics 
and Cure, 
3, The Impreſſions made on the Brain in 
Whis Affection, will be explained hereafter in 
he Hyſteric Paſſion ; wherein we ſhall demon- 
Wrate how ſome Women troubled with theſe 
Wits ſuffer ſuch Impreſſions as throw them 
very often into a ſimple Delirium or Mania, 
ithout any Symptom of a Furor Uterinus. 


SYMPTOMS. 


Moſt of the Accidents of this Diſorder have 
been mentioned in the preceding Theory ; 
yet we ſhall ſketch out the moſt conſiderable 
of them here, as I. A Delirium Maniacum or 
Melancholicum. The firſt is univerſal or Mentis 
/- W-2%:rratio about moſt Objects; beſides it is fo 
- "tenſe with regard to Venery, that the Pa- 


lent becomes intirely ſhameleſs, expoſes her 
{elf 
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Ind the Delirium is Symptomatic : This Re- 
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ſelf to all Perſons, and hardly quits a Man, 
if once ſhe can take hold of him; nay fo. 
ceth him to her Embraces. In the Delirium Il. 
lancbolicum the Patient is much more reſerved 
her Folly is confined to one or few Objed; 
ſhe reaſons ſtill tolerably well on all other 
and frequently bemoans her Misfortune; ye 
if ſhe finds an Opportunity of contenting bet 
Deſire, ſhe'll hardly miſs it. Yet her Thought 
are ſo fixed on Venery that her Blood becoma iſ 
daily more dry and Reſinous, her Solids be. 
come more vibratile, till at length ſhe fal 
into a real Delirium Maniacum, eſpecially if 
ſhe cannot content her Apetite ; and all thi 
without a Fever. 

The other Symptoms which accompany this 
Diſorder, are all the Offspring of the Del:riun: 
The Patient is ſometimes merry, frequently fad; 
is ſubject to Levity and conſtant Laughing; 
in ſhort is capable of all the Poſtures and Af. 
fections which regard or have any Relation 
to Love. She patiently bears all the Injuries 
of the Weather, neglects Reſt, eating and 
drinking, being wholly taken up with her 
darling Idea of Love, which over-powers of 
ſhades all other Impreflions and Ideas, juſt 3s 
(if I may be permitted to ſay) the Light of 
the Sun doth that of the other Planets; in 
Word, ſhe acts the Fool. 
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DiAGNOSTICSs. 


The Diagnoſtics of the Diſorder are mani- 
Feſt : But theſe of its Cauſes offer more Dif- 
Hculty; nor are they very neceſſary. As to 
he Phlagoſis and Acrimony, due Attention, 
ith what we have hitherto ſaid, will diſt in- 
zuiſn them. But what you are principally to 
earn, is whether the Delirium be Eſſential or 
Symptomatic. This you do by informing 
yourſelf, whether the Cauſe of the Delirium 
proceeds from the Matrix, or from the reading 
Bf obſcene Books, &c. as above. The follow - 
Ing Remarks in the Diſquiſition of the Diſor- 
er are very eſſential. | 
= 1. That the Furor Uterinus frequently ſprings 
rom the Abuſe of over hot Aperitives. Thus 
Weveral Obſervations prove that Sal Amoniac. 
Borax, Cantharides &c. have produced it. 

2, Powerful Emmenagoga have frequently 
Fcauſed it, eſpecially in hot and bilious Tempe- 
raments, 

3. And, what is ſtill more common, diffi- 
cult or ſuppreſt Menſtrua have given it Birth, 
as I have ſeen once or twice, But in this 
Caſe, the Furor is commonly removed when 
the Menſtrua appear, I have alſo met with 
a very rare Accident which produced this Diſ- 


order, viz. A certain Perſon, with intent to 
render the venereal Action more agreeable as 
G- WF "<1! to himſelf as to his Conſort, rubbed the 
Clans and Penis with Muſk diſſolved in aro- 

M matic 
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matic Oil, ſo that he raiſed a Phlogofis in the 
Woman's Vagina; whence a Furor Uteriny; 
happened. 

Finally, Remedies prepoſterouſly ordered for 
the Removal of Sterility, have given Room 
very often to this Affection. 

But to return to the Diſorder; When it be. 
gins, you'll meet with ſome Difficulty todiſcover 
it; becauſe the Patient, having ſtill ſome Com- 
mand over her Paſſions, will ſtrive to concel 
it; and, tho you diſcover a kind of Melancbolis 
you'll be ftill at a loſs to know whether it be: 
ſimple or an uterine one: So that, all the Mean 
you have now left, is to entertain the Patient with 
love Matters, and obſerve cloſely whether your 
Diſcourſe renders her more gay or merry, 
which if you diſcover, you may conclude there 
is ſome Defect in the Urerus, 1 


PROGNOST ICS. 


Theſe are founded on the Theory of the Di- 
order, In general it is not mortal, but extremely 
incommodious and deplorable ; wherefore it 
merits Attention. It is very difficult to te. 
move it in ſuch as have frequently had dit- 
ficult Menſtrua, particularly the firſt. The 
Cure is alſo difficult if the Diſorder be inve- 
terate, or in old Subjects. If the Evil be Eſſen- 
tial, and the Delirium Symptomatic, or Sym- 
pathetic, it is eaſier removed than when the 
Furor is Symptomatic, and the Delirium Ef, 
ſential. For, in the ſame Proportion that you 


remove the Vice of the Uterus in the _ 
| ale, 
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= Cafe, the Delirium is alſo removed; particu- 
larly when the Patient is eaſy and govern- 
able: This Diſt inction of the Delirium and 
Furor uter. we have before given. The Furor, 
with a Delirium Maniacum, or when the Pa- 
tent is equally diſtracted about all Objects, is 
more difficultly cured than the Delirium Me- 
lancholicum, wherein her Thoughts are bent 
only on one, or few, and that ſhe has ſtill ſome 
Command over herſelf. In general, the more 
aged the Patient is, the more inveterate and 
deeply implanted the Cauſe of the Diſorder is, 
the more difficult is the Cure. If the Evil 
holds for one or two Months, the Vice of the 
Brain becomes obſtinate; it degenerates into a 
real Mania, and the Diſorder is incurable, 


CURE. 


The preceding Diſorder, we may ſay, is com- 
poſed of two Affections; one of the Head, the 
other of the Uerus ; or it is compoſed of an Eſ- 
ſential and Symptomatic Diſorder at the ſame 
Time; both which, ſhould in all Appearance, 


„e removed, in order to cure intirely the Furor 
e lerinus. But as they require two different 
£ Principles, T ſhall take the Indications of Cure 
f from the Vice of the Parts of Generation alone, 
f which will be, nevertheleſs, directed in ſome 
Ne Meaſure to the Affections of the Head. As 
be Cauſes of this Diſorder in the Matrix 
u ae, 1. The Phlogofis, and preternatural Heat 


ad Senſibility of that Organ; 2. The Acri- 
| M 2 mony 
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mony of the Parts of Generation; 3. The 
Combination of both: The Indications are, 
1. To diminiſh the Heat and ſenſibility of the 
Uterus. 2. To ſweeten, dilute, cool and em. 
balm the Blood. 3. To combine the Reme. 
dies of the two former Indications ; ſo that 
by knowing them, you learn thoſe of the third 
Indication, 

To fulfil the firſt Indication, when you lean 
the Cauſe, you are to order frequent and c 
pious Bleedings, almoſt as in an incipient Mani; 
even to eight Times in two Days, or as the Pr 
tient's Conſtitution, &c. will guide you, Ste 
may be bled till ſhe ſwoons, without Danger 
You purge her next, as Mad-men are con- 
monly ; for the one as well as the other har 
their Thoughts ſo bent on the principal 0b 
ject of their Diſorder, that the Impreſſions of 
a Cathartic muſt be very ſtrong, to have ary 
Effect on them. Moreover their Blood is ſo 
compact and Reſinous that it demands pov- 
erful Remedies ; yet you are not to order tht 
reſinous Purgatives, ſuch as Falap. Scammin. 
Diagryd. &c. for fear of drying and inflan- 
ing the Humours more. So you muſt pie 
ſcribe the ordinary Cathartics ; augmenting thelr 
Doſe by the one third, or as the Patient's Con- 
dition requires. The Medicines particularly 
calculated for this Purpoſe are thoſe of tht 
aqueous Kind, whoſe Action does not hol 
long, but operates briſkly. Emetics deſerve 
the greateſt Encomiums for this Intent; be- 


cauſe they copiouſly evacuate the Bile, you 
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the Acrimony of the Humours is leſſened: 
Moreover, they contribute to remove the Ob- 
ſtructions, and other Vices, of the Brain; where- 
fore they ſhould be repeated, In the Intervals 
of Bleeding and Purging, frequent Clyſters 
may be adminiſtred. Let them be made of 
the moſt emollient Plants, as Rad. Alth. Malu. 
Portulac. Nymph. Fol, Branch, Urin. Hyoſciam. 
to whoſe Decoction add Sal, Prunel. 3jiT. or Sal. 
Saturn. Gr. xv.oralittleVinegar to every Clyſter, 
ordering one in the Morning, another at Night. 
Baths and half Baths are alſo very uſeful; 
for theſe as well as the Clyſters calm the Pain, 
Heat, Irritation, and Senſibility of the Nrerus, 
They are made of fimple Water, or of the 
preceding emollient Decoctions. Fomenta- 
tions, or Injections into the Vagina are like- 
wiſe fit for this Purpoſe: The former are made 
of emollient Decoctions; the latter of the 
lame, or of boiled Emulſions, or Ser. Lac. 
cum Cryſtal. Miner. or Sacchar, Saturn. to xv. 
Grains in every Pint of the Liquor; or in its 
Place Vinegar may be employed. Fomentations 
of the Vulva alſo do not want their Merit. 
ome recommend Peſſaries of Cotton ſteeped 
in the above emollient Decoctions, or made up 
with the Pulp of the ſaid Plants, and intro- 
duced into the Vagina. Theſe are the prin- 

cipal Remedies for fulfilling the firſt Indication: 
Now to thoſe of the 
Second Indication, which conſiſts in mitiga- 
ting the Acrimony of the ſeminal Humour, 
Tc, For this Intent, let the Patient drink very 
. | M 3 plentifully, 
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lentifully, even to five Pints a Day, of a cool- 
ing emollient Ptiſan, or Decoction of Rad. Alt, 
Nymph. Sc. adding to each Pint Sal. Prunel 
Zj. or Spir, Nitr. or Sal. Dulcificat, ad gras 
acidit, Thus the Heat, and Acrimony, of the 
Blood, and Bile, are corrected ; which is alſo 
done by mineral Waters, or pullet Broth emul. 
ſioned. This you do by pouring the Ag. Pull 
on the contuſed Seeds of Papav. Alb. Lin, 
Cannabis. Agn. Caſt. or on the 4 Sem. frigil, 
Thus may the above Decoctions be alſo emul. 
ſioned; to render them agreeable, they may 
be ſweetened with an Ounce of Syr. Mympb. to 
each Draught; which are to be taken only twice 
a Day, Morning and Evening, that they may 
not pall the Stomach, by giving them more 
frequently, In Summer, the Patient may drink 
of Whey, in which is diſſolved half a Drachm 
of Sal. Prunel, for each Doſe; or, what comes 
to much the ſame Purpoſe, the vitriolic Wa- 
ters. When ſhe has gone through this Me- 
thod, let her be confined, if poſſible, to Milk- 
diet alone, which for this Inſtant ſhould never 
be boiled. Nor are Narcotics to be for- 


got in this Cure; for they leſſen the Senſibility fi 
and Impreſſion of the Parts, and the Deliri- be 
um conſequently : They are commonly given ſc 
in a large Doſe by Night, to procure Reſt; N 
but in the Morning let the Doſe be leſs by half; WR./? 
in the Interval they may be alſo exhibited in ih of 
the ſame Proportion every four Hours. Let d 
the Narcotics be the moſt ſimple you can 5 

| 


find, For. this Reaſon you are not to wow 
; 7 | 111. 
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Pill. Cynogleſs. or Stark. becauſe they contain 
too many Aromatics; nor the Gutt, Anodyn. as 
they contain muchof the Spirit of Wine; for both 
theſe Preparations overheat the Patient; where- 
fore Opium ſimply is preferable, or diſſolved 
in a proper Menſtruum; becauſe it will not ſo 
augment the Delirium, by rarifying the Blood. 
As to the third Indication, it demands a pru- 
dent Combination of the Remedies of the two for- 
mer; which may be alſo alternatively employed. 
Having delivered the Cure of the Furor 
terinus, we now come to ſome Queſtions that 
regard it, as 
1. Where ſhould the Bleedings be inſtituted ? 
It is very reaſonable to imagine that they ought 
W to be performed in the Foot, in order to di- 
ert the Blood from the Head, and thereby 
check the Affections of that Part; which we 
find to ſuceed in all its Diſorders. This Pra- 
dice ſhould ſtill prevail the more, if we have 
any Expectation of provoking the Menſtrua 
thereby; as we learn from the Inſpection of 
the Parts, the Htillicidium of Blood, &c. But 
if we ſee no Expectation of this after the 
firſt bleeding in the Foot, the ſecond ſhould 
be ordered in the Arm. Tho all the former Rea- 
lons be very plauſible and good, eſpecially 
with Regard to the Provocation of the Men- 
Arua; yet if this does not happen, that kind 
of Bleeding may have the worſt of Conſe- 
quences; for thereby the Infarction and Phlo- 
get of the Matrix (the Source of all the 
Evil) are augmented: Wherefore I would re- 
M 4 com- 
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commend to bleed in the Arm alone; only 


when the Menſtrua are expeted, 
2. May the venereal Action be permitted 
in this Diſorder? Some are for it, others again 
it, The Argument of the former is, that 
hereby the acrid and corroſive Humours are 
lentifully evacuated, Thoſe of the adver{; 
— ſay, that it invites too much Blood 9 
the Urerus; whence the Phlogofis is augment. 
ed. Moreover, that one Man alone cannot 
content the Patient; and is alſo in Danger, 
becauſe ſhe will hardly quit him, without Vio. 
lence, when once he embraces her, 

As for my part, I would not only permit 
but alſo recommend this Action, when it can 
be legitimately procured ; if the Patient has on- 
ly a Delirium Melancholicum, and can till bi 
dle, ſomewhat, her Paſſions: Nay, I alſo te- 
commend it in the Intermiſſions or Intervals 
of a Delirium Maniacum : For J have ſeen 1 
Woman of ſome Conſequence, who, even in 
the Heat of her Fits ran to the Guard-houſc 
where ſhe remained among the Soldiers til 
her Appetite was blunted, returning home pet- 
fectly rid of her Diſorder. 

If the venereal Action cannot be lawfully 
procured, may Pollution be uſeful or permit 
ted? Though Caſuiſts forbid this Practice, Wo- 
men commonly prevent them. As to its Uti 
lity, I never found it to do any Service; ſo i 
may be eſteemed as a doubtful and ſuſpected 
Remedy; though you cannot hinder the Fa- 
tients of having conſtantly their Hands A 

Alva. 
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Yulva. You are to forbid abſolutely all ob- 


ſcene Hiſtories, Diſcourſes, and the like; for 
they invigorate the Patient's Imagination, and 
put her Parts of Generation into a greater 
Heat, 

4. It may be demanded whether the Pa- 
tient ſhould be whipped, or otherwiſe check- 
ed and reproved? If ſhe has ſtill any Govern- 
ment over herſelf, and has but a Delirium Me- 
lancholicum, 1t will do better to frighten her 
with a ſevere and grave Tone, making ſome 
Remonſtrances of her Folly to her. But if it 
be a Delirium Maniacum, ſhe will no longer 
liſten to Reaſon; therefore ſhe ſhould be 
whipped. 

5. What do we think of the four principal 
Specifics employed frequently in this Diſor- 
der, viz, Fol. Agn. Caft. or Viticis, Fol. & 
Rad, Cicut. Sal. Saturn. & Camplor. 

The Agnus Caſtus or Vitex, I've ſometimes 
uſed, to no great Purpoſe, in Ptiſans or De- 
coctions. 

The pretended cooling Quality of the Cam- 
pbora, which ſome celebrate for an Antive- 
nereal ſpecific, is chimerical; nor do I know 
any Remedy whoſe Virtues are leſs known; 
wherefore I rarely uſe it: Yet I am inclined to 
think that it heats rather than cools. | 


It is known to all the World, that the Cicuta 


or Hemlock is poiſonous, and that Numbers 
have been loſt thereby; as Vepferus, and others 
inform us; wherefore it ſhould not be uſed, at 
F 14;H leaſt 
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leaſt internally; but it may be moderately em- 
ployed in Injections. 

Moſt Authors affirm likewiſe, that the $4! 
Saturn. is poiſonous, and not to be uſed, but 
in Injections. So you are to inſiſt rather on 
the Remedies we have before given for the 
Cure of this Diſorder. 


_— 


CHAP. XIII. 
Of the Inflammation of the Uterus. 


HERE are four eſſential Tumours of 

the Uterus, of which moſt Authors ſup- 
preſs two, 1. The Eryfipelas; which they 
confound with the Inflammation of that Or- 
gan, thro' the Difficulty they meet in diſtin- 
guiſhing both. 2. The Oedema of the Ute- 
rus; which is as real as any other of its Tu- 
mours: For nothing is more certain than that 
it gives Room to the Fluor Lymphaticus above 
explained; hence it needs no particular Chap- 
ter, As to the Ery/ipelas, it belongs to the 
Treatiſe of cutaneous Diſorders. So two only 
of the eſſential Tumours remain, which are pe- 
culiar to this Treatiſe, viz. the Scirrhus and 
Inflammation of the Uterus. Of the latter ! 
intend to treat in this Chapter; becauſe it fre- 
quently gives Room not only to a Scirrhus, uy 
5. n alſo 
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alſo to an Abſceſs, Ulcer, or Cancer of the Ma- 
trix; of which I'll ſpeak, each in its Place. 

S 1nflammation in general is defined, a pre- 

ternatural Elevation of any Part, with Pain, 

$ Heat, Redneſs and Tenſion. Theſe are ſenſi- 

ble to the Touch, &c. in the Inflammation of 
the Uterus, | 


CAUSES. 


his Diſorder has three Cauſes, or rather 
Degrees. 1. The Stagnation of the Blood in 
the capillary Veins or Arteries ; and is called a 
8 ſimple Phlogo/is. 2. The Blood thus ſtagnant, 
frequently forces itſelf into the collateral Lym- 
phatics: This Degree is more intenſe than 
the former. 3. The Blood collected in the 
Lymphatics may rupture or burſt the ſame; 
whence an Extravaſation of the Blood in- 
to the Interſtices of the Parts will happen. 
Theſe preliminary Ideas are neceſſary for un- 
derſtanding the Theory of this Inflammation. 

The antecedent Cauſes of the above three 
Kinds or. Degrees of Inflammation, which 
we may alſo call the Succours or Auxiliaries of 
the ſaid Cauſes, are univerſal, or particular 
and local, Of the firſt Claſs are, 1. An univerſal 
Plethora: For too much Blood renders a Wo- 
man the more ſubject to this Evil. 2. A bilious 


or hot Temperament; which diſpoſes a Per- 


ſon more to this Evil, than a cold or phleg- 
it WT matic one, 3. The internal Uſe of Cantba- 
o ee. 4. The Quality of the Seaſon, Thus the 


pre 
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eſent Evil is more frequent in Summer, than 5 
in the other Seaſons. 5. Violent Paſſions of 


the Mind, particularly Anger, concur very much 
to its Production. 

The particular Cauſes of the Inflammation 
of the Uterus, which we may alſo call local 
are, 1. Its over ſoft and ſpongy Texture, 
Thus we ſee the Lungs very ſubject to Inflam. 
mation, through this Vice; for thereby it eaſi 
yields to the agitated Blood, 2, Various Tu- 
mours, or other Impediments, in the Subſtance 
of the Matrix, as Obſtructions, Ganglion 
Sc. 3. The various Diſpoſition of its Veins 
4. The Weakneſs of the uterine Veſſels in any 
particular Part thereof, from Ulcers, Excoriz 
tion, Eroſion, &c, Theſe conſequently will the 
leſs reſiſt the impelled Blood, for want of be. 

ing duly ſuſtained. 

' To explain the general Diſpoſitions of the 
whole Body, or the particular Cauſes of In- 
flammation, will not be enough, if we do not 
alſo demonſtrate what puts theſe Cauſes in 
Action; and how the Inflammation is deter- 
mined to the Urerus. The Explication of thele 
Difficulties depends on two general Heads 
1. That the Blood, in order to produce this 
Inflammation, is propelled in a more than or- 
dinary Quantity to the Urerus, though it be 
returned by the Veins in the natural Quantity. 
2. Or that it is received by the Veins in 4 
ſmaller Quantity than uſual, though we ſup- 
poſe no preternatural Afflux thereof, to that 
Organ: Or finally, both theſe may combined, 
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i „z, the Afflux of Blood may be greater, and 
its Reduction leſs than in the natural State. 


of WR 7, Reaſon and Experience convince us, that 
h the Blood is derived more abundantly than 

S uſual to the Uterus, if the neighbouring Ar- 
MN teries are obſtructed. Thus, how often do we 
„ce Inflammations of the Uterus ſpring from 
© te like Affections of the Bladder, Rectum, 
- WS and Hzmorrhoids, Ge. 
ruhe next Cauſe of this redundant Aflux 
„may be the violent Contractions of the Dia- 
© WT phragm ; whereby the Contents of the lower | 
5 WS Aorts are more forcibly ſhed into the Matrix. 9 
\ WT The Diaphragm is ſollicited to theſe Actions a 
by violent Emetics, Sternutatories, draſtic Pur- : 
£ gatives, by the frequent and ſtrong Efforts the 
N Patient makes in going to ſtool, hard Cough- 
4 ing, as in Rheums of the Breaſt, &c, But we 

are to preſuppoſe the local Diſpoſitions above 

explained, that theſe Cauſes may produce the 
1 Inflammation of the Uterus. 
4 2. The Blood is brought back by the Veins 
F in too ſmall a Quantity, when the uterine 
: Veſſels are ſtrangled or compreſſed, as, 1. When 
c the Menſtrua, actually flowing, are ſuddenly ſup- 
k preſſed, by the various cauſes before mentioned. 
1 2. By the repeated convulſive Contractions of 
F the Uterus in the venereal Action, too frequently 
0 uſed. 3. From the Irritation of the interiour 
J. durface of the Matrix, by acrid or cauſtic In- 
" WY j<fions, irritating Peſſaries, &c, by the Cor- 
f ruption of the After-birth; or by all that wound 
1 or contuſe it, as the Nails of the Midwife, in 


. the 
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the Extraction of the Fætus, &c. Thus far of Wi 
the Cauſes which ſtrangle the Veſſels; now a r 
theſe which compreſs the Veins. Such a: Ml 
various Tumours and Ganglions of the Urery; 
or the Obſtructions of its lymphatic Glands, Ml 
though this laſt Cauſe doth act fo flow, 
that it gives Room to Scirrhs, Cancers, &c. of Wt; 
the Matrix, rather than to its Inflammation, 


DIFFERENCES. WL 


Theſe are reduced to three Claſſes; the fiſt t 
comprehends the various Extent or Seat of th: Wn 
Inflammation ; the ſecond, its Degrees; the 


third, its Nature. if 

1. This Inflammation occupies ſometime Hb 
one Part, ſometimes another, of the Ureru, F 
as the anteriour, poſteriour, fund or lateral Hu 
Parts, and ſometimes the whole Matrix. t 


2, As to the Degree of Inflammation, it 
may be only a ſimple Phlogofis, a Phleg mom of 8 
Inflammatio per Irruptionem, or Extravaſa- Wi" 
tionem. 
Its Differences are borrowed from the n 
Nature or Quality of the Inflammation, which I 
may be phlegmonous, eryſipelatous, ædema- Wi * 
tous, or ſcirrhous. The firſt is learned from E 
the Greatneſs of the Tumour, Pain, Heat and It 
Redneſs, which laſt vaniſhes by Compreſſion; t 
but ſoon after returns. The Impreſſion of the It 
Ta& remains a long Time in the Oedema: e 


The Ery/pelas cauſes no ſenſible T — - 
ut 
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Ivot the Heat, Pain, Gc. are very intenſe: 
Ire ſcirrhous Inflammation is incompreſſible. 


SYMPTOMS, 


The principal Accidents of this Inflamma- 
W tion, are, 

1. Tumour, Pain, Heat and Tenfion in 
che hypogaſtric Region, or in the Seat of the 
Uterus. 

2. Redneſs of the Os Uteri, and preterna- 
tural Heat of the Vagina; whoſe Reaſons are 
manifeſt. 

z. Sometimes a Dyſuria or Heat of Urine ; 
if the anterior and lower Part of the Matrix 
de affected; or a Teneſinus, if its poſteriour 
Part; all which are owing to the Phlogeſis of 
theſe Parts, from the Heat, Sc. of the Ma- 
trix. 

4. Frequent Syncopes and Cardialgia; by 
Sympathy, and the Reflux of the Spirits into 
the Stomach and Heart. 

5. Febris Ardens, if the Inflammation be 
moderate; or Lipyria, if violent. The Pulſe 
1s very ſtrong in the former, with a general 
Heat ; in the laſt it-is imperceptible, and the 
Extremities are cold, as we explained in treat- 
ng of Fevers, This Fever may proceed from 
the Inflammation, and is then ſymptomatic; or 
it may be congenite, or produced by the ſame 
Cauſe, It intermits ſometimes, if the Crudi- 


3 — of the Prime Vie concur to its Produ- 
t On. 


6. Delirium 
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6. Delirium and Frenzy, with a dry and 
black Tongue; theſe are commonly the 
Conſequences of the Fever and Heat, with 
the Rarefaction and Determination of the 
Blood to the Head. 

7. Pain in the Groins and Loins, from the 
Diſtraction of the Ligaments of the Matrix. 

8. The Breaſts ſwell in the ſame Propot- 
tion with the inflamed Urerus. 


_ — 


** ** — * p : * * | | . A 


DriaGNnosTICs, 


Though the Diagnoſtic Signs are very ne- 
ceſſary in this Diſorder, yet they are difficult 
to be known; ſo we are to weigh the Circum- 
ſtances in order to diſcover them. 

1. The Inflammation is learned from the 
Tenſion, Pain and Heat in the hypogaſtti 
Region; which are augmented by the Tat. 

2. The Seat of the Diſorder ſhould be dil- 
covered; that it be not confounded with the 
Inflammation of the Bladder or Refun, 
From theſe you diſtinguiſh it, in general, by 
the Place to which the Pain is referred; for 
it is more ſuperficial in the Inflammation of 
the Bladder, as if it were in the Integuments; 
but very profound, as if about the Os Sacrun, 
in that of the Rectum: The Pain of the L. 
terus is ſeated in the Middle. Moreover, you 
diſcover a violent Heat in the Vagina, which 
is uncommon in both the foregoing Caſes; t0 
theſe add the extraordinary Heat and Reten- 
| tion of Urine, if the Bladder be affected, and 
Teneſinui, 


t 
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8 Teneſmus, if the Rectum. But ſome will ob- 
ect that the ſame Accidents are obſervable 
W when the anterior or poſterior Part of the U- 
terus are affected. This I own; but they are 
| not ſo intenſe in this Caſe, as in the former, 
Moreover, if the Bladder be inflamed, the 
F Pain is preciſely about the O/ſa Pubis, and 
the Inflammation of the Rectum is frequently 
communicated to the Fundament. If all this 
Wis inſufficient to help you in the propos'd Di- 
ſtinction, you are to have Recourſe to Phy- 
Wfiology, and inform yourſelf of the reſpective 
Functions of the Parts in Queſtion, and you 
vill thereby be guided to diſcover their parti- 
Wcular Læſſons. Whether the Inflammation be 
particular or univerſal, you may learn from 
the Extent and Seat of the Pain. If the an- 
Wtcrior Part of the Matrix be affected, the Pain 
lies about the O a Pubis and Vagina; if its 
Fundus, the Pain is referred to the Navel; if 
its poſterior Parts, the Patient complains of Pain 
at the Os Sacrum ; if the Sides of the Matrix 
be inflamed, the Pain is referred to one or 
both the Loins, &c. for we diſcover the Seat 
of the Inflammation here, juſt as, we do by 
the Relation of the Pain in a Peripneumony, 
Sc. If all the mentioned Parts be inflamed at 
the ſame Time, the Pain is alſo univerſal, 
3. The Nature or Quality of the Inflamma- 
tion ſhould be diſcovered, as whether it be phleg- 
monous, ereſypelatous, cedematous or ſcirrhous. 
The Diagnoſtics of this Claſs are purely ra- 
id N | tional; 
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tional; yet they may be learned by the Nature 
of the Symptoms, Thus if it be phlegmonous 
the Tumour, Tenſion, Pain and Heat are yer 
conſiderable, the Fever is acute, and is ſome. 
times a Febris Lipyria. But if the Elevation 
in the Hypogaſirium be very ſmall, the Pain 
and Heat exceſſive, with a Febris Lippria 
the Inflammation is eryſipelatous. If the Ty. 
mour be large and ſomewhat indolent, or 2. 
tended with moderate Pain, Heat and Fever, 
it is probable that the Tumour is œdematou 
When you diſcover that the Tumour is hard 
and renitent, and that the Fever, Heat and 
Pain are not very exquiſite, you may cos 
clude that the Inflammation is ſcirrhous. Thu 
by Attention you come to the Knowledye of 
the different Nature and Qualities of the li- 
flammation. 

4. You have no other Means to diſcover the 
Cauſes, but very uncertain Conjectures; ſo you 
are todepend on your Reaſon, the Knowledge 
of the Diſorder, and the different Circum- 
ſtances in this Search, Thus, if the Patient 
be of a bilious, hot and plethoric Conſtitution, 
you may conclude that thoſe Diſpoſitions have 
given Room to the Diſorder, If by the Tad 
or other Inſtances you diſcover a Scirrbu; 
Ganglion, or other Tumours of the Uteri,, 
the Inflammation has probably ſprung from 
thence. If you learn that the Patient had 1 
Ulcer or Excoriation of the Uterus, by tht 
various Humours, &c. excerned from that Oi- 


gan 
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gan, or if the Aſſiſtants or Patient tell you 
that her Menſtrua were ſuddenly ſuppreſſed, that 
ſhe had lately a difficult Delivery, that her Uze- 
rus ſuffered by the Extraction of the Placenta, 


or that Part thereof ſtil] remains, with ſeveral 


other Circumſtances of that Kind; you may 
reaſonably conclude that ſuch were the Source 
of the Evil. Moreover, by diſcovering the 
four-fold Quality of the Inflammation, as a- 
bove, you acquire {till more Light. After all, 
tho' you do not diſcover the Cauſe, the Conſe- 
quence is not ſo great, ſeeing the Cure is the 
fame, let the Cauſe be what it will, 


PRoOGNoSTICS, 


Theſe Signs turn upon three principal Ar- 
ticles; 1. The Inflammation in General. 2. On 
ts Differences or Species, 3. On its various 
Terminations, 

1. We are to conſider, that this is an In- 
flammation of an internal Part or Viſcus, 
which has commonly very bad Conſequences, 
Nor is any other Inflammation in the human 
Body ſo dangerous, but that of the Stomach 
or Inteſtines: Nay, it is hardly paralleled, but 
by the former alone. Therefore, as more die 
than recover from it, we may conclude in 
general that it is mortal. 

2. The Prognoſtics vary according to the 
Differences of this Inflammation, Thus, if 
It be mild and incipient, there is ſome Hopes 
af Recovery, but little or none if it be con- 

: N 2 firmed, 
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firmed. If only a ſmall Part of the Utery is 
affected, the Danger is not ſo conſiderable ag 
when the whole is inflamed. If the Symptoms 
be very violent, as Syncope, Agitation, con- 
ſtant Pain, Inſomnies, Delirium, &c. the Dan- 
ger is much more conſiderable, than when 
few or none of theſe Accidents appear. The 
Nature of the Fever alſo changes the Prognc- 
ſtic; for a Febris Lipyria is more to be ap- 
prehended (nay, you may give up the Patient 
as loſt) than a ſimple or ardent Fever. Fi- 
nally, the Danger is various, according to the 
Nature of the Inflammation. Thus an eryl- 
pelatous Inflammation is more dangerous than 
a phlegmonous one: This than the cedems- 
tous; in as much as the Quantity of Serun 
which attends it, contributes to relax the over 
diſtended Fibres : Yet this is ſtill worſe than 
the ſcirrhous Inflammation, which may be 
ranked among the chronic Diſorders ; conle- 

uently, will not ſo ſpeedily deprive the Pi- 
tient of her Life, as all the former kinds do. 
I content myſelf with the Prognoſtics of the 
above Kinds, thinking it is as uſeleſs as dif- 
cult, to enter upon the Prognoſtics of the 
individual Differences: I come now to thole 
of the third Article, or of the varicoſe, 

. Terminations of this Evil. Theſe ar 
Reſolution, Suppuration, Gangrene, and Indu- 
ration or Scirrbus. | 

Reſolution is the happieſt Termination. | 
happens in the Inflammation per flagnationen 


& irruptionem, rarely in that fer extravoſi- 
onen: 
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onem. Yet we ſometimes obſerve an Ecchymoſis, 
wherein there isan Extravaſation, tobe reſolved, 
But this is rare ; and the moſt favourable Ter- 
mination we can expect thereof is Suppuration. 
As to Reſolution, when it approaches about 
che gth or 10th Day, the Accidents gradually 
diminiſh in the ſame Proportion, till they in- 
tirely ceaſe without any Relapſe. This is what 
we may call the abſolute Cure of the Evil. 

Suppuration and its Conſequences, as Ab- 
ſceſs, Ulcer, &c, are the next Termination, 
which in ſome Reſpects we may eſteem fa- 
vourable, eſpecially when the Pus has a free 
Exit, as it has commonly here. This, I ſay, 
when Reſolution is not expected, begins to 
diſcover itſelf about the gth or 10th Day, by 
the Ceſſation of moſt of the inflammatory 
Symptoms, which ſtill return about the 12th 
Day, with a ſhooting Pain in the affected 
Part, 

A Gangrene or Mortification of the Part con- 
fiſts in the intire Ceſſation of the Oſcillations 
of the Solids ; which happens about the 4th 
or 5th Day, ſooner or later, according to the 
Intenſity of the Inflammation; and Diſtraction 
of the Fibres. Reaſon and Experience teach 
us, that the Suſpenſion of the Motion of our 
Solids, only for a Minute, brings ſudden 
death; ſo what happens in the whole, does 
allo in a Part thereof. This Termination is 
diſcovered by the weak, languiſhing and in- 
termitting Pulſe, by the ſudden and entire Ceſ- 
lation of all the Symptoms of Inflammation, 

N 3 Tenſion 
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Tenſion or Pain in the Uterus, the Extremitics 
begin to grow cold, Syncope, &c. ſucceed. 

Induration is denoted, if this fatal Term has 
paſt, as alſo that of Reſolution and Suppura- 
tion, with their reſpective Signs, and that you 
find a permanent Renitency or Hardneſs, dull 
or gravative Pain or Heavineſs in the Region 
of the Uterus, which commonly begins to 
diſcover itſelf pretty ſenſibly about the 22d Day, 
at which Time, if you meet with the above 
Signs, you may conclude there is a Scirrhu; 
formed in the Uterus. 


CUuRE, 


The Indications manifeſtly appear from the 
preceding Theory. The principal and moſt cu- 
rative Indications are, 1. To put a Stop to the 
growing Inflammation, and to diminiſh the 
formed Infarction. 2, The next is to relax 
the diſtended Fibres, that, by their yielding to 
the Impetus of the Fluids, the Pain may be 
diminiſhed, and the Vibration of the Solids 
preſerved. For when the Solids yield no more, 
they are in a kind of Ægquilibrium with the 
Fluids; whence Motion is ſuſpended, and 
a Gangrene induced. 

3- The Violence of the Symptoms is to be 
checked, This is principally done by dimi- 
niſhing and appeaſing the Pains; For from 
Pain commonly ſpring the Febris Lipyria, 
Gangrene, &c. ſo by leſſening or removing 


the former, the latter will be in like — 
| | ; 
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The firſt Indication is fulfilled by one only 
Remedy, viz. Bleeding; for hereby is diminiſh- 
ed the Quantity of Blood and animal Spirits ; 
and conſequently the contractive Force of the 
Heart and Arteries, as alſo the Velocity of the 

Circulation; ſo the Maſs and Velocity of the 
Blood being reduced, its Impetus is proportional- 
Ely. Moreover, the Column of the Blood in the 
Veins being diminiſhed, the obſtructed Capil- 
Haries thereby diſcharge more freely their Con- 
tents into the venal Trunks. All this ſhould 
ſufficiently encourage the Phyſician to bleed 
plentifully the firſt and ſecond Day, nay every 
fourth Hour, or five Times a Day. For all 
Modern Phyſicians agree in this Practice. 

Some of the Antients, particularly Galen, 
ordered theſe Bleedings to be inſtituted in the 
Foot; but all the Moderns chooſe rather the 
Arm. But you'll object, If the Menſtrua 
begin to appear, is not Galen's Method prefer- 
able? I own this Queſtion is very intricate 
and difficultly ſolved. Yet to determine the 
Matter, you muſt weigh whether there is more 
to be expected from the Derivation of the 
Blood to the Uferus, in order to the menſtrual 
Evacuation, or from its Revulſion to the Arm, 
Ec. in order to diminiſh the Infarction: This 
leave to your Judgment, and the Circumſtances 
of your Patient. It is certain, that if many 
Drops of pure Blood run by the Vagina, you 
may venture one Bleeding in the Foot, but 
the next in the Arm, eſpecially if the firſt 
does not ſucceed. Nor ſhould a few Drops 
N 4 of 
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of a Mixture of Blood and Lymph determin ; 
you to this Preſcription. After all, the mot 


common and ſafe Practice in general, is t 
bleed always in the Arm. If the Patient has; 
Febris Lipyria, ſmall Pulſe, Coldneſs of the Ex. 
tremities, &c. which are not ſo frequent here y 
in the Inflammation of the Stomach ; yet inthe 
one as well as the other, you are to bleed plent 
fully. Nor ſhould the Aſſiſtants, or Appearance, 


of the Diſeaſe, deter you from this pracic; 


for hereby the Patient's forces, which were he. 
fore abſorbed, and as it were ſmothered, ar 
now revived, and the Pulſe invigorated, [! 
you are any way ſhocked at the Conſequencs 
of ſuch Bleeding, you may order a gentle Cor 
dial, as will be hereafter preſcribed, to be 
taken immediately after the Veneſection. A 
to the Ligatures of the ſuperior Extremities 
or the Cupping Glaſſes applied to the Patient. 
Thighs, ſo much recommended by the An- 
tients, they are no longer in Uſe, and they 
are not only of no Service, but rather prej- 
judicial, 

Second Indication. This conſiſts in relu- 
ing the Fibres of the Uterus; wherefore the 
Patient ſhould drink very -plentifully, or ® 
ſome recommend every Quarter of an Hout 
of the following Ptiſan, Sc. ex Rad. Mak 
Alth. Pariet. with a little of Rad. Nymp6ee, 
or what is more common Ag. Pull. or as ſome 
recommend, a Lemonade, I have frequent!) 
fucceeded in this Intention, with Ol. Angi. 
dulc, or equal Parts of this and the Syr. All. 


Beſides theſe Remedies taken by the Mouth, 
| topick 


— n 
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topick Remedies are alſo very uſeful, asClyſters; 
which relax the Rectum, and ſerve as a kind 
of Bath for the Uterus; but they ſhould not 
be too large, for fear they may over diſtend 
the Rectum, and compreſs the Matrix. They 
are made of the Decoction of Flor, Solan. 
Capit. Papav. Alb. Verbaſe. Branc. Urſin, 
Viol. to every Clyſter of this Decoction 
vou add an Ounce of the Oil of ſweet Al- 
monds. Theſe Clyſters are alſo made of 


1 Ag. Pul. emulfionat. or the ſame Water with 


Hr. Pap. Alb. 
Next to Clyſters in order, are Injections 
made into the Vagina. They are compoſed 
of the preceding Liquors intended for the Cly- 
ſters, or of Ser. Lat. Aiinin. cum Pauxill. Croc. 
orient. et 4 gr. vel gr. j. Opii. Fomentations of 
the aboveſaid emollient Decoctions are like- 
wiſe uſeful; as are alſo emollient Cataplaſms, 
to which you add Succ. Hyoſciam. Solan. &c. 
Thus far of the Remedies of the ſecond Indi- 
cation, which relax the affected Part and pre- 
vent Gangrene. Now to theſe of the 
Third.Indication, or ſuch as calm the Pain : 
Theſe are Anodynes and Narcotics, which 
ſhould be preſcribed from the very Beginning 
of the Diſorder, The anodyneRemedies we have 
partly mentioned in ſpeaking of the Emollients 
Ec. aboveſaid. The Narcotics on which we 
are to depend moſt are the following, which 
are digeſted in ſuch Order as to begin with the 
mildeſt, {till aſcending gradually to the moſt 
powerful, as Occaſion will require, For you 
ae always to begin with the moſt gentle, 2 
t 
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that in a ſmall Doſe; becauſe you are to order 
a ſmall Quantity of your Narcotics in every 
Preſcription, as in your Injections, Clyſters, E. 
mulſions, &c, The Narcotics are a ſimple De. 
coction of Cap. Papav, Alb. Syr. Diacod, vel 
Papav. ejuſd. ad Zvj. Laudan, + gr. aut 
Tint. Anodyn. ad Gutt. xxv. This is the moſt 
common Doſe of theſe Drops: Yet it varies 
conſiderably according to the Quantity of Spi- 
rit of Wine which enters their Compoſition, 
this being arbitrary. Pill. Cynogloſs. a iij ad 
vj. gr. But this is too ſtrong a Narcotic; there- 
fore you ſhould have Recourſe very rarely to it, 

We now come to ſome important Reflect. 
ons which regard the Cure of this Inflamma- 
tion, | 

1. The Patient is to be ſparingly nouriſhed, 
nay to be confined to pullet Water, permit- 
ting rarely richer Broths, and when ſuch ar 
neceſſary, let them be made of Veal; which, 
as well as the Pullet Water may be emulſioned 
with the 4 Sem. Frigid. contuſed, on which 
you pour the faid Broths, or you boil the Seeds 
therein. ; 

2. A free Diſcharge of the Urine muſt be always 
procured, which is ſomewhat difficult in this 
Diſorder, the Veſica and its Sphincter being al- 
feed with a kind of Phlogofis; wherefore 
beſides the Remedies before-mentioned, let the 
Patient's Ptiſan be charged with Sal. Prune!. 
or Nitr. Purific. to zſſ in each Pint. 

3. That the Phyſician may not be eſteem- 
ed diſobliging, whilſt the Aſſiſtants m_ 
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the Patient to be extremely Weak, for the 
Reaſons before mentioned, he is to permit 
{ome mild Cordial in a very ſmall Doſe, com- 


bined particularly with the Narcotics. The 
© following is to this Purpoſe, 


R. Ag. diftillat. Card. Benedict. Ulmar. vel 
Scabigſ. ex duab. tantum Fij. Confect. 
Hyacinth. aut Alkerm.3y. Ag. Flor, Aurant. 
5j. Lil. Paracel. gutt. xxv. f. Pot. 


As the Lilium is very ſtrong, it may be very 
often left out, or given in a ſmall Doſe. Thus 
the Patient's Pulſe is conſiderably invigorated. 
But tho you permit theſe mild Cordials, you 
are to prohibit intirely the Uſe of Wine, or 
any other ſtrong Liquors or Aliments. 

4. After three or four Days thus employed 
in bleeding, diluting, relaxing, &c, you may 
order a gentle Cathartic, which you durſt not 
do, during the Violence of the Symptoms and 
Tenſion of the Solids. By this Means the 
ſtagnant Bile, and Crudities of the Prime Vie, 
are evacuated, the Fever is leflened, and the 
Heat and remaining Orga/mus of the Diſorder 
are check d. This Medicine may be compo- 
led of the emollient Apozem before mentioned, 
with an Ounce of Manna or Caſſia mundata 
or Caſs. dilut. in Ser, Lact. ad 5jil. 

5. About the fifth, ſeventh or eighth Day, 
according as the Violence of the Diſorder be- 
zins to decline, you are to employ your In- 


ſections for the Vagina, which are to be a little 
| more 
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more diſcutient than the Injections mentioned 
in the Cure. They are made of the Deco- 
ction of Artemis. Matricar, cumFlor.Chamen:| 
vel Melilot. But in the Uſe of theſe, and mor: 
particularly of the former Injections, whilſt the 
Parts are very painful and violently diſtended, 
you are to obſerve that they muſt be very gently 
conveyed into the Vagina, for fear they may 
otherwiſe augment the Pain, GS. 


CHae. XIV. 
Of the Abſceſs of the Uterus. 


F the Reſolution of this Inflammation doe 
not ſucceed by the Remedies hitherto pro- 
poſed, and that after a little Remiſſion of the 
Symptoms, they ſoon after return, the ſecond 
Termination of this Diſorder, viz. Suppurz 
tion, will probably happen ; whence the Ab- 
ſceſs will be formed. 
An Abſceſs in General is defined a Colle 
ction of Pus without Iſſue; this is applicable to 
the uterine Abſceſs; nor am I of Opinion that 
a Collection of Pus in the Cavity of the Uteru, 
may properly be called an Abſceſs; becauſe i 
has a natural and free paſſage by the Os Utert 
and Vagina. 
Cauſes of the uterine Abſceſs may be three. 
1. A Phlegmon or genuine Inflammation. 2 
Suppurated Tubercles. 3. Incyſted T 
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of that Organ, viz. Meliceris, Steatoma and 
Atheroma, whence ſpring Phlegmonous, Tu- 
berculous and Steatomatous Abſceſſes of the 
Uterus, The Theory of the firſt is manifeſt 
fom what we have hitherto ſaid of Inflam- 
mation, particularly that per Extravaſati- 
mem, which commonly ſuppurates thro* the 
Attenuation of the ſtagnant Blood, and the rup- 
tured or contuſed Capillaries, which are blended 
together, with the Difſipation of what is moſt 
fluid, nothing remaining of the Blood but its 
fibrous Part. Thus is formed the Pus, which 
differs from the gelatinous Part of the Blood, 
in its more intenſe Whiteneſs, and that it is 
not ſo ſubject to coagulate. 

The ſecond Species of Abſceſs, or the Tu- 
berculous one, ſprings from the Scirrhous Ob- 
ſtruction of ſome Lymphatic Glands or Veſſels 
in the Uferus, whole Inflammation and Su 
puration is provoked by Blows, Falls or Con- 
tuſions on the Region of that Organ, as alſo 
by many and laborious Births. Their Contents 
are commonly more fluid in the Center than 
in the Circumference, the Suppuration fre- 
quently beginning there, as the Matter is fitter 
tor Motion, The Pain and Tenſion are here 
always proportional to the Extenſion of the 
Tumour, which is ſeldom great. 

As to the incyſted Abſceſs, its Theory wou'd 
not only lead us too far, but alſo from our 
dubject; ſeeing the Meliceris, Steatoma and A. 
{beroma properly belong to the Treatiſe of 


Tumours; ſo it is ſufficient for our preſent Pur- 
| poſe 
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5 to know that there may be formed thre- 
inds of Abſceſs in the U7erus, of which befor 
Nevertheleſs you may remark of the incyſtel 
Tumours in General, that they common! 
take their Riſe from the Spiſſitude of the 
Lymph induced by a venereal, ſcorbutic, 9 
more frequently by a Scrophulous Virus; tho 
we obſerve it ſometimes to proceed likewik 
from the ordinary Cauſes of Spiſſitude withou 
any particular Virus. 


DIFFERENCES, 


The Abſceſſes of the Matrix differ, 1. With 
Regard to their Cauſes, which may be Phe. 
monous, Tuberculous or Steatomatous, 2 
before. 2. They are diſtinguiſhed into incipient 
and confirm'd, or Abſceſſus Fiens & Fadi. 
The Symptoms of both differ conſiderably, 
3. They vary with Regard to the Place they 
occupy, as the anterior, poſterior, or lateral 
Parts of the Uterus, its Fundus, Neck, G. 
4. They are divided into large and ſmall: The 
Phlegmonous Abſceſs is commonly the lary- 
eſt, the Tuberculous ſmaller, the incyſted ot 
Steatomatous Abſceſs is the leaſt of all. 5. Thele 
Abſceſſes vary according to the Variety of thei: 
Iſſue; for ſome open into the Urerus, ſome 
into the Vagina, Rectum, Bladder, Groi, 
Abdomen, &c. They moſt frequently open 
into the Uterus or Vagina, meeting leſs Re- 
ſiſtance that Way than by any other, thro the 
Weakneſs of the inner Coat of the — 
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if the Abſceſs be near it; whilſt the Reſiſtance 
of the other Tunics, and the Compreſſion of 
the ambient Parts, hinder its Eruption fre- 
quently by any other Paſſages. Moreover the 
inner Tunic has ſuch a Number of Blood Veſ- 
ſels on its convex Surface, or betwixt itſelf 
and the muſcular Coat of the Uzerus, that it 
gives room to this Inflammation oftner than to 
any of the reſt. If the Abſceſs burſts into the 
| Bladder, the Pus is carried off by Urine; if 
into the Rectum, it is diſcharged along with 
the Faces. As to the Abdomen it rarely paſſes 
that Way; but when it does it is mortal, 


SYMPTOMS. 


The Accidents of the incipient Abſceſs are 
much the ſame with theſe of Inflammation, 
diz. Pain, Heat, Tenſion, Fever, &c. which 
intermit for ſome Time, then appear when 
duppuration begins, as Hippocrates ſays, Omnia 
recrudeſcunt dum fit Pus. Theſe are very ſen- 
ible in the phlegmonous Abſceſs ; leſs in the 
Steatomatous; but almoſt inſenſible in the tu- 
berculous ones, through their Smallneſs. 

The Abſceſs being once formed, all the 
Symptoms of Inflammation vaniſh, or are at 
leaſt confiderably leſſened ; becauſe the Circu- 
lation in the adjacent Veſſels, by the Redu- 
dion of the Tumour, is become eaſier, the 
Tenſion is quite over, as alſo the Fever, only 
2 flow one, which ſometimes doth recur in 
the Afternoon, with cold Fits and Redouble- 

ments, 
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ments, terminated by a general Moiſture or 
Sweat. But theſe Fits, Coldneſs of the Extre: 
mities, flow Fever and Mara/ſmus, gradual| 
augment and become more ſenſible, The Sweat 
becomes really colliquative: All which ar 
owing to the Pus which is daily abſorbed into 
the Blood, as the Nature of the Symptoms and 
the white or purulent Sediment of the Patient; 

Urine manifeſtly demonſtrate. 


Me. 4 tg 0 


DiaGNosTICs, 


— 


Theſe Signs comprehend four Articles, 1. The 
Exiſtence of the Abſceſs, which we learn by 
the Concurrence of the Symptoms aforeſaid, 
as Tenſion, Pain, Heat, Fever, redoubling 
at Length by Night, cold Fits, Sweat, Ec, 
2. Weare to diſtinguiſh the Species of the Dit- 
order; as whether it be phlegmonous, tuber- 
culous, or ſteatomatous. The firſt is known 
by the Senſibility of the preceding Inflamma- 
tion of the Uterus and its Accidents, which 
was not diſperſed. If no ſuch preceded, and 
that the Patient was ſubject to various Obſtru- co 
ctions, as well of the reſt of the Glands of in 
the Body, as of the Uterus; that ſhe was al- 
flicted with a Fluor Albus, particularly of tie int 
lymphatic Kind, we have Reaſon to ſuſpect 
the Abſceſs to be tuberculous, If we meet is 
none of theſe Signs, and that the Tumour 15 
ſoft and indolent, it is probably a ſteatoma. 
tous Abſceſs. Though the two laſt are real 
and confirmed, by repeated Obſervations; — 
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they are not ſo frequent as the former. 3. We 
hould learn the Seat of the Abſceſs. This we 
do partly by the Ta, if the Abſceſs be in the 
lacteal Parts of the Uzerus; or by viewing the 
Excrements and Urine, or rather by obſerving 
if the Patient ſuffers when ſhe goes to ſtool, 
or in Micturition. If the former, the Abſceſs is 
in the poſterior Part of the Uterus, near the 
Rectum. If the latter, it is in the anterior Part 
near the Bladder. 4. The Extenſion of the 
Abſceſs ſhould be known. This we learn very 
near the Matter, from the Extent of Pain; 
though the Pain and Tenſion are commonly 
more extenſive than the enſuing Abſceſs, as is 
manifeſt, 


PrRoGNosTICSs. 


All Abſceſſes in general are very troubleſome, 
and ſometimes dangerous, particularly thoſe of 
at internal conſiderable Viſcus, ſuch as the Ma- 
trix: becauſe it can never be perfectly eva- 
cuated nor deterged; but the Danger varies ac- 
cording to the Iſſue of the Pus. If it paſſes 
Into the Abdomen, it is always mortal; the 
Conſequence is alſo dangerous, if it penetrates 
into the Bladder, Rectum, or Gtoin. Nay, 
though the Paſſage by the Uterus and Vagina 
8 more wholeſome, and though it gives room 
to no Gangrene, yet it creates an Ulcer of the 
Matrix, which is commonly mortal. 

If the Abſceſs be very large, it threatens 
more than a ſmall one, and the more profound 

0 it 
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it is, the greater is the Danger ; for, before it 
burſts, the Patient being unable to bear the 
Slowneſs of its Rupture, periſhes by the he&ic 
Fever, Maraſmus, &c. The Phlegmonay 
Abſceſs in general, thro' its Speedineſs and 
Extenſion, is more dangerous than the Steats 
matous or Tuberculous; the Fever and other 
Accidents of the two laſt being very mill 
Moreover, the Steatomatous being ſo cloſe 

ly confined by a compact ſtrong Cyſt, it» 
difficultly ruptured, and little Pus enters the WW 
Blood, which in ſome Meaſure may be ab 
faid of the tuberculous Abſceſs; but partin- WW 
larly becauſe of its Smallneſs. Yet it my WW: 
be dangerous another Way, viz. by degene- WW | 
rating into a Scirrhus, or cancerous Ulcer, 


CURE. 


This Treatment comprehends only a fer 
' Remedies, ſome of which are intended for the 
incipient Abſceſs, others for the confirmed one 
All the Remedies employed in the Inflamms 
tion may be alſo in the former, as frequent 
bleeding, Diluents, Clyſters, emollient Iny- 
ctions into the Vagina, Cataplaſms, Foments 
ctions, Narcotics, &c. thi 
As the confirmed Abſceſs cannot be previ 
ed or removed by the foregoing Remedies, a vat 
by any other I know, we are to leave te Gr 
Work to Nature. If, by examining the Vg 
and Os Uteri, the Tumour does appel 
that Way, it may be opened with a 4 
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cet. This being done, we are to employ 


Ldeterſive Injections, &c. and the Diſorder 
ic vill be thus cured. But unfortunately the 
vu; WT Tumour ſeldom preſents itſelf in the Vagina, 
or 0s Ureri; wherefore we are to attempt its 


Rupture by other Means, as by ſneezing, vo- 
miting, coughing, purging, - or any other 
Thing that ſhocks the Body, and puts the Dia- 
phragm, &c. into violent Contractions. Theſe, 
I own, are ſufficient to burſt the Abſceſs of the 
Uterus, when ſeated on or near its internal 
coat; whilſt the Reſiſtance of the reſt hinders 
ts Rupture any other Way, for the Reaſons 
already given. The Abſceſs thus opened is to 
be treated as an Ulcer, of which immediately, 
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he Of the Ulcer of the Uterus. 

Ne | | | 
m. VERY Ulcer is a Solution of Continuity 
ent with Effuſion of Pus. By this kind of 
. kEfuſion it is diſtinguiſhed from Wounds, c. 

ith This Ulcer may have its Iſſue and Seat in 


the concave Surface of the Matrix, or may 
ent be more; profoundly lodged, and have other 
no vrious Iſſues, as by the Rectum, Veſca, 
te Croins, Cavity of the Abdomen, Ge. | 
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CAUSES; 


Theſe are in general three: 1. An Abſceſs of 
the Uterus. 2. An Eroſion of its internal Tunic 
3. Wounds, The Cauſes of an Abſceſs we 
have detailed in the preceding Leſſon, wherein 
weremarked three kinds of Abſceſs, viz. Phleg. 
monous, Tuberculous and Steatomatous, which 
cannot be properly called Ulcers, becauſe they 
do not ſuppoſe a Solution of Continuity, til 
their Contents procure themſelves a ſenſiblelſſi. 

2. As Erofion and its Cauſes are very fr- 
quent, they merit our Attention the more. Thi 
happens in the Uterus, as on the Surface of the 
Body, from the Application of any acrid a 
corroſive Body, as the Lap. infernal, &c. The 
Cauſes of Erofion in the Matrix are many, 
1. An inveterate Fluor Albus, or rather Lyn- 
pbaticus, whoſe Conſequence is commonly an 
Ulcer of this Organ; becauſe the incipient or 
recent Fluor Albus ſo relaxes the Fibres there 
of, that the ſupervening Acrimony of the 
Humours in the inveterate Fluor eaſily cot- 
rodes them. 2. The Corruption of the Fetu 
or Placenta in the Womb. For what b 
more capable of Corroſion, than the Matte 
thence” reſulting, Vet this Cauſe is not ve! 
frequent. 3. Aerid or cauſtic Injections, whicl 
ſome wickedly employ to procure Abortiol 
But as this Cauſe is moſtly concealed, you | 
have ſome Difficulty to diſcover it. 4. The 


frequent Uſe of Cantbarides, which 1 mn s 
m 
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more obſervable among Men, as a Stimulus to 
excite Luſt, than among Women, only ſuch 
2s are barren, whom I found very often to 

of WW take this Drogue, which has much the ſame 
ic, Effect in the Uterus, that it produces in the 
Stomach or Kidneys, Sc. which it frequently 
corrodes. 5. Corroſive Semen infected with the 
Virus Venereum. For as it produces Bubo's 
Chancres, &c. in ſeveral Parts by its Acrimony, 
or as it ulcerates the Vagina, Proſtatæ, &c,' 
in a Gonorrbæa; ſo does it act on the very 
Matrix. This Cauſe is very frequent, We 
alſo obſerve that a ſcorbutic or ſcrophulous 
Virus has the ſame Effect, tho' not ſo frequent- 
ly as the former, 6. And laſtly, acrimonious 
Menſtrua, or the uterine Humor lacteus, may 
give Room to this Erofion, Now we come 
to the Cauſes of the third Claſs or af the 
Wounds of the IUrerun. 1 
3. The Urerus, like all other Parts of the 
body, is ſubject to Wounds, from cutting or pe- 
netrating pointed Inſtruments, The moſt fre- 
quent Occaſion of this kind is obſervable in the 
Uſe of the Hook or Gaff employed by Mid- 
wives in the Extraction of a dead Fztus. We 
ave alſo ſome Examples of Ulcers of the 
Uterus in Conſequence of its Puncture by a 
long Pin or Needle, in order to kill the Fætus 
and haſten Abortion, as ſome Women hei- 
nouſly practiſe to ſave their Reputation. 
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| Theſe are principally borrowed from the 
Cauſe and Quality of the Ulcer. 

1. With Regard to the Cauſe, When the 
Ulcer Springs — Abſceſs, it may be three. 
fold, vz. phlegmonous, tuberculous and ſtea. 
tomatous. The firſt is very large, the two la 
are ſmall and circumſcribed... If it proceeds 
from Eroſion, it may have four. different De. 
nominations, vi. verolic, ſcorbutic, ſcrophu- 
lous, and ſimple Ulcer, or that which ſprings 
from the diy Cauſes of Acrimony. Lat. 
ly, it may have its Denqmination from the 
inflicted Wound. 

2. The Ulcer may be of ſeveral kinds, with 
Regard: to its Quality, as a ſimple, ſcirrhous 
or carcinomatous Ulcer ; the laſt being now 
and then attended with. a darting . pungent 
Pain. The following Differences are of leſs In- 
partance ; ſuch particularly as are derived from 
the Seat of the Ulcer; in the Neck or bottom 
of the Matrix, in its anterior, peſterior, ot l. 
tergl Parts; ſuch as have their Iſſue in the Re- 
dum, Bladder, Groins, Abuamen, Ge. Of 
this Claſs are, alſq the Differences of a pro- 
found and ſuperficial Ulcer, the one * 
commonly the Effect of Eroſion; the other 


of Wounds of the Uterus. This Ulcer.i 18 allo 


diſtinguiſhed into fiſtulous and ſinuous; with 


a great Number of other minute Differences. 
SYMP 
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SYMPTOMS. 


The firſt and moſt eſſential Symptom of an 
Ulcer, is, an Efflux of Pus or purulent Matter, 
which infallibly proves the Exiſtence of ſuch 
a Solution of Continuity. The greater Quan- 
tity of the Matter denotes a profound Ulcer, 

a ſmaller argues a more ſuperficial one. If the 
Pus be blended with Blood or like Sanies, ſe- 
rous and reddiſh, it is an Argument that the 
Humour is ſo corroſive as to erode the Blood- 
Veſſels. 

2. Mortal Hemorrhages frequently oper 
rene the Ulcer of the Uterus. This proceeds 
from the Erofion of ſome larger Arteries, or 


W ome Effort which the Patient makes, where- 


by the weaken'd and ill ſupported Arteries, 


I thro' the Conſumption of the ambient Parts, 


are ruptured, Or finally, this exceſſive Flux 
may. be produced by the Fever and Rare- 
faction of the Blood, which naturally runs 
where it finds leſs Reſiſtance, „or into the 
Uterus. 

3. Slow Nur tally augmenting, ll it 
becomes very ſenſible, particularly in the Af. 
tennoons y Sbirerings or Cold- fits, which 
terminate in nocturnal Senn Maroſmus and 
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D1iaGNosSTIcCs. 


Buy the Help of theſe Signs we are to deter. 
mine five Things, 1. Whether there be an 
Ulcer in the Matrix. 2. This being diſco. 
vered we are to learn its immediate Cauſe, 
Its antecedent Cauſes. 4. The Seat and 
Bangen of the Ulcer. 5. Its Quality, 
I. The Exiſtence of the Ulcer is learned 
by the Effuſion of Pus. For it cannot be con- 
founded with any other Evil, but an invete. 
rate Fluor Albus, whoſe Matter ſometimes ap- 
proaches to the Nature of Pus, by its Tens. 
city, and grey or whitiſh Colour: Juſt as the 
lymphatic and purulent Spittles are difhcultly 
diſtinguiſhed in ſome Diſorders of the Breaſt 
I own. this Diſtinction is difficult to all but 
experienced Perſons, who only are capable to 
diſtinguiſh theſe Humours by the Tact or 
Sight; juſt as experienc'd Gold-ſmiths diſcover 
pure from fictitious or adulterated Gold. 80, 
beſides this Rule I know no other to give you, 
than that the Pus is always more compact and 
fetid,, tho not ſo tenacious as a lymphatic 
humour, which has rarely an Ill-ſmell. Butthe 
ſureſt Sign of all is the permanent and fit 
Pain in the Ulcer, which we ſeldom or never 
obſerve in a Fluor Albus. 80 by combining 
theſe Signs, you diſtinguiſh, this Ulcer from 
all other Diſorders of the Uterus, 

2. To diſcover the immediate Cauſe of the 


Ulcer, Wa are to learn Whether it was an Far 
= cels 
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ſceſs, Corroſion, or Wound which preceded it. 
Theſe you know from what we have ſaid, as 
well in the Abſceſs of the Uterus, as in the 


preceding Theory. Moreover, the Patient will 
inform you of moſt of them, if you except 
only the acrid Injections, Cc. whoſe wicked 
Intent will oblige her to conceal them. 

z. The antecedent Cauſes of this Ulcer 
are a ſcorbutic, venereal or ſcrophulous Virus, 
or the ordinary Cauſes of Acrimony. Theſe 
you are to examine ſeparately, by the Help of 
their reſpective Signs. I own the Scurvy 


| rarely produces any Ulcers of the Matrix: 


But the two latter. are frequent Cauſes - 
thereof, If you diſcover none of theſe Vices; 
you may conclude the Diſorder has ſprung 
from the ordinary antecedent Cauſes of an 
Ulcer, eo 

4 The Magnitude or Extenſion and Seat 
of the Ulcer are learned by feeling the Region 
of the Uterus, Inſpection of the Vagina and 
0s Uteri, Seat of the Pain, &c. If the laſt be 
univerſal, or in the whole Extent oft he Uterus, 
the Ulcer is likewiſe, If the Patient has pain- 
ful Stools, it is ſeated in the / poſterior Part 
o the Uterus; if ſhe ſuffers in Micturition, it is 
in the anterior Part; if in the lateral Parts of 
the Matrix, the Pain is in the Groins; the 
Eflux of the Pus gives alſo Light herein: 
For if it is diſcharged by the Anus, or Urethra, 
or both together, the Evil is ſituated near the 
Rectum, Veſica, or has its Iſſue by both Or- 
Baus. If the Pus is not diſcharged by the Anus, 
8 Bladder, 
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Bladder, Vagina, Groins, &c, and that the 
Region of the Urerus is ſoft, flaccid and no 
longer tumified, and that Pain and Tumour 
of the Abdomen ſupervene, the Ulcer has pro- 
cured itſelf a Paſſage, whereby the Pus is dif. 
charged into the Abdomen; whence inevitz. 
ble Death. 
5. The Quality of the Ulcer is eaſily learned 
If it be ſcirrhous, there is an indolent renitent 
Tumour in the Region of the Matrix, or x 
painful hard one, if it be carcinomatous. A 
profound or ſinuous Ulcer is diſcovered by : 
great Quantity of grumous or thread-like Pu; 
A ſuperficial one by a ſmall Quantity of ſe- 
rous Matter. | 


PrRoGNoOSTICSs, 


Take it as a general Rule, that all the U. 
cers of the Urerus are dangerous; yet the Dan- 
ger varies, 1, According to the Quality of the 
Part, which is. very nervous, and conſequently 
hard of Cure. 2. The Diſorder - is trouble- 
ſome, becauſe of the Situation of the Part, 
which is, as it were, the Emunctory of all 
the Impurities of a Woman's Body ; wherefore 
it is continually moiſt, and the Ulcer is diff- 
cultly cicatrized. 3. The Ulcer cannot be de- 
terged, being too remote from the Uſe of To- 

pie Remedies: But if it be expoſed to their Ap- 
plication, there are ſome Hopes of Recovery: 
4. The Danger varies according to the Nature 
and Intenſity of the Cauſe: For a recent {light 


one 
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tinate Vice; which is alſo more dangerous. 


deduced, 1. From the State of the Uzerus, - 
which if it be ſcirrhous and hard, or over 
{oft and relaxed, by a babitual Fluor Albus, 
Sc. it leaves no Hopes, On the Contrary, if 
it be well conditioned, the Vice recent and 
ſlight, it may be cured, 2. From the Quan- 
tity of Paus; which if it be great, the Ulcer 
is large, profound and fiſtulous: If it be ſmall, 
the Ulcer is alſo. 3. From the Quality of the 
Pus; which if white, uniform and balſamic, 
the Ulcer is benign; if grey, fetid and gru- 
mous, it threatens great Danger. 4. From 
the Seat of the Ulcer. - For the Danger is 
greater, when it is ſeated in the Bottom, than 
when in the Neck of the Uterus. Nor is it 
in ſome Reſpects ſo very dangerous, when it has 
ts Diſcharge by the Rectum or Bladder, ſeeing 
proper Remedies can be immediately conveyed 
thereunto. A recent is leſs dangerous than 
a inveterate Ulcer. 1 

Finally, the following Accidents of this 
Evil, are the Fore-runners of Death, uin. 
when the Ulcer is fiſtulous, and above all, ſcir- | 
nous; at the ſame, Time. For there is 
then a Complication of three Diſorders, via. 
Ulcer, Scirrbus, and Fiſtula. The fame Thing 
may be ſaid of a carcinomatous Ulcer, or that 
attended with;a flaw: and hectic Fever, ma- 
ons Selling of the Feet, Maraſmus, Ge; for 
ll $M) FIT 10 1 2810 erinner this 
r. 
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one is eaſier removed, than an inveterate ob- 


The particular Varieties of the Danger are 
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this is commonly the fatal Cataſtrophe of this 
kind of Ulcers © Sa 
An Ulcer of the following Characters is fa. 
vourable, viz. when it is produced by an ac 
cidental and tranſitory Cauſe; as a ſimple 
Wound ſuppoſes no permanent Vice in the 
Blood, is ſuperficial, ſmall, and near the Va. 
gina, or expoſed to external Remedies. And 


finally, if it be a venereal Ulcer, which is 


cured the eaſieſt of all, being commonly re 
moved by the Treatment of the Lues. 


 CuRE. 


Before all Things, it muſt be diligently er- 
amined, whether the Ulcer is venereal or not; 
becauſe the former requires a different Cure 
from all the reſt, being moſtly removed by 
the antivenereal Remedies. In order to treat 
theſe Ulcers, you are to know, 1. Whether the 
Ulcer be ſeated in the Fundus or Body of the 
Uterus, or, 2. In or near the Os Uteri, or ap- 
p_ in the Vagina. 3. Whether it be veto. 
ic; for the Cure- of theſe three Species of 
Ulcers is different. n 

The Treatment of the firſt Kind requires 
four Indications. 1. To correct the vicious 
Acrimony of the Blood. 2. To deterge the 
Ulcer. 3. To conſolidate the ſame, 4. To 
check and calm the Pain, Inſomnia, & 


which Indication is very preſſing from the Be- 


ginning of the Diſorder, as may alſo Deter- 
ſion, when the Ulcer is very foul. 


1. The 
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1. The Remedies which fulfil the firſt In- 
dication are Broths, Decoctions, Apozems, Cc. 
made of anodyne, diluting and cooling Sim- 
ples, as Lactuc. Chicor, Borrag. adding Cryſtal. 
Miner. or Sal. Prunel. to the Decoctions; the 
Broths are made of the ſame Remedies boiled 
with Veal or Pullet. For this Purpoſe is re- 
commended Ser, Lact. chalybeat, which you 
ſweeten with Syr, Violac. 3 ſſ. to every Draught. 
But I know nothing more efficacious to tem- 
perate and embalm the Blood, and conſolidate 
the Ulcer, than Milk, to which you may con- 
fine the Patient for her entire Diet, taking 
Cow's Milk twice a Day, or at her Meals, and 
Aſſes Milk in the Intervals. The Cow's Milk 
may be diverſified (if it diſguſts the Patient) 
by the Addition of Rice, Eggs, DecoCtion of 
China, or Barly, &c. which alſo contribute to 
ſweeten the Blood; or you may add to the 
Milk Suc. ve] Deco. Cherefol. Agrimon. Fu- 
mar, or the ſecond Lime- water: Vitriolic or 
terruginous Waters alone, ſuch as Les Eaux 
4 Barrege, &c. correct this Vice of the Blood 
very powerfully. Baths and half Baths of ano- 
dyne emollient Plants are alſo uſeful. The 
Order of theſe Remedies depends very much 
on the Seaſons; for in Winter you order the 
der. Lact᷑. chalybeat. &c, In Spring, the Baths 
and half Baths: In Summer, the Ser. Lag. 
limply,..or the vitriolic Waters: In Autumn, 
Milk, and its Preparations, Vet nothing 
ſhould hinder the ſimultaneous Uſe of all, if 
the Evil preſſes. | | 


> 


| 
| 
| 
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2. The Deterſion of the Ulcer demands in. 


ternal and external Remedies, Injections being 


the chiefeſt of the laſt Claſs; though ſome 


call them Remedia * en the! Inter. 


nal and externlal. 

The internal Remedies are Bruchs Deco. 
ctions or Apozems, compoſed of Fol. Agrin, 
Pimpinel. Aicbimill. Bugul. Sanicul. Virg. Aur, 


Sec. As theſe are gentle Vulneraries, they ar: 


ſomewhat aſtringent and deterſive. A light 


Decoction of Sarſaparilla or China is ver 


uſeful for this Purpoſe, particularly the Ching, 
being leſs heating, and an excellent Vulnerary 
and deterſive, may be recommended to the 
Patient for her ordinary Drink. In every 
Doſe. or Draught of the preceding Remedie 
you may order ſome Balſams, as Balſam, d: 
Cobaiba vel Alb. Canaden. ad vj. Gutt, There- 
benth. 3 ſſ. or you may eſcribe the Balſams 


with an appropriated Syrup, as Hr. Cafil. 


Vener. Stratum ſuper Stratum, or in Boles 
with brown Sugar *. As the repeated Circu- 
lations and Windings which theſe internal Vul- 
neraries are obliged to make, before they arrive 
at the Uterus, fo much weaken, or almoſt anni- 


hilate their Virtue, we are obliged to have Re- 


courſe to external Vulneraries, when we find the 
leaſt Opportunity from the Seat of the Diſcale 
The chiefeſt of theſe Remedies are Inje- 


Rions, which are frequently made of Whey 


and brown Sugar, which is deterſive. If the 


The Turpentine is commonly beat up with the Yelk of an 


Egg, that it may be the cafier blended with all other * 
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Pain is leſs, and that you want a more power- 
ful Deterfive, inject Ag. Hord. cum Mell. Ro- 


ſat, If it muſt be ſtronger, let the Injection 


be prepared of a Decoction ex Fol. Matric, 
Ariftoloch. Artemiſ. &c. cum. Mell. Narbonenſ. 
If the Ulcer be very fetid and foul, add a lit- 
tle of Unguent. Agyptiac. or Collyr, Lanfranc. 

To deterge the Ulcer of the Matrix, ſome 
experienced Surgeons recommend Fumigations, 
which are made of Paſtils of Pulu. Maſtich. 
or Myrrh, cum Balſam. T acamabac. p. aq. & 
Gutt, quibuſd. ex Balſam. Canad. Capiv, vel 
Nerdhinth, but take Care that the Fumes be not 
too hot, when they are received into the Uzerus. 

z. That the Ulcer be well conſolidated, the 
Remedies of the firſt Indication are neceſſary, 
in order to correct the Acrimony of the Hu- 
mours, and to produce laudable Succus Nutri- 
tin; to aſſiſt which Intent, the Ulcer ſhould 
de alſo properly deterged. The Remedies of 
the one and the other Indication we have al- 
ready given, and to put the laſt Hand to the 
tealing of the Ulcer, the following Remedies 
ſhonld be employed. Injections of the De- 
coction of aſtringent Plants, properly ſpeak- 
ing. Of this Claſs are Fol. Agri mon. Pin- 
pinel, Sc. with the ſecond Lime-water: Warm 
or Bath Waters, particularly ſulphureous Wa- 
ters are ſucceſsfully uſed in the Injections: Such 
are the Waters of La Chapelle and Barrege; 
but the Waters of Balleruque, &c. are over- 
charged with Salts, which violently irritate the 
affected Part. 
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The Fumigations before- mentioned are alſo 
efficacious in this Indication; or add the fol. 
lowing to the mentioned Balſams, viz, Thu, 
Gum. Juniperin. Therebinth, p. æ. omnium; for 
theſe are very deſiccative and incarnative. 

4. The fourth Indication is fulfilled by Nat. 
cotics, beginning with the mildeſt, as Deca. 
Papav. till you come, as Occaſion requires, 
to the moſt powerful, as Laudan. or above all 
the Gutt. Anodyn. | 

The ſecond Article above-mentioned, re- 
gards the Ulcer, which preſents itſelf to our 
View; or that which is ſituated near the 0; 
Lreri, or in the Vagina. This requires the 
ſame Indications with the preceding Ulcer, 
only the Injections are to be more deterſive in 
the preſent Caſe; nor are we to inſiſt ſo much 
on internal Remedies herein: Becauſe the Ulcer 
thus ſeated, may be dreſſed with the common 
topical Remedies, by the Help of the Specu- 
lum Uteri; wherefore employ the common Di- 
geſtive, which you are to render more or lels 
ſtrong, pro re natd. It is compoſed of Ther:- 
binth. Vitell. Ov. & Ol Hyper. conveyed on 
proper Pledget to the affected Part; which at 
every dreſſing ſhould be cleanſed by a deterlive 
Injection, as above. If the Ulcer be very ſe⸗ 
tid, employ Tin#. or Pulv. Myrrb. mixed with 
Ol. Hyperic, You afterwards come to dreb 
with Balſam. Areci & vitell. ov, But as the 

Vagina is continually moiſt, and thereby give 

room to fungous Fleſh, you may employ i 


that Caſe, Balſam Virid. Metens, ordering the 
| Patient 


"7 
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patient to keep her Bed conſtantly; though 1 
bare ſeen ſome, thus affected, walk abroad, 
with the Vagina tented with the Medicaments 
hitherto mentioned,” _- 

We come now tothe third and laſt Claſs be- 
fore-cited,, viz. when the Ulcer is the Effect 
of a venereal Virus. When there are plauſi- 
ble Reaſons to ſuſpe& this Taint, the mercu- 
rial Frictions muſt be ordered; but at very 
diſtant Intervals, and very lightly, for fear of 
railing a Salivation, which muſt be avoided; 
herefore_ let them be employed every third 
xx fourth Day, prolonging the Cure for two or 
hee Months. Let the mercurial Ointment 
e conveyed into the very Vagina; nay, on 
e Ulcer itſelf, The Ointment ſhould: be al- 
mays made with freſh Lard, Balſam.” Capiv. 
r freſh Oil, particularly Oil of Cacao, which 
rely becomes rancid or acrid; which is of 
aſt Service in this Evil, wherein Irritation 


nuſt be n * 


—— 
* 


CHa p. XVI. 
Of the Gangrene of the Uterus. 


ITHERTO we have treated of ſome of 
the Terminations of Inflammation, v/z. 
lolution,. and Suppuration, with its Con- 
ences, We now come to the third. Ter- 


ent | 
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mination, or G ne; reſerving the laſt, or 
Scirrbus, for another Chapter. 

A Gangræna and Sphacelus differ only in 
Degree of Intenſity, both of them being 
Mortification of the affected Part. The for. 
mer is an incipient Mortification, the latter: 
confirmed one. The Signs of which are the 
Coldneſs, Inſenfibility, Relaxation or Softneſ 
and livid Colour of the affected Part; i 
which are perfect in the Sphacelus, but imper 
fect in the Gangrene. Theſe Symptoms regal 
the Evil in general; they are nevertheleſs appl. 
cable to the Gangrene of the Irerus, which n 
ſtrictneſs Tam not obliged to explain here; ina 
much as it belongs to the Treatiſe of Tumour, 
wherein I have explained it. Yet to give you 
a brief and exact Idea of it in the preſent 
Diſcourſe, you have only to recollect what 
conſtitutes the Life of any Part of the living 
Body. This you will neceffarily acknowledge 
to conſiſt in the Oſcillations of the Solids, 
particularly of the Arteries, which are thc 
Primum Mobile of the Veins, Nerves, &. 
The Mortification, therefore, of any Part l 

the abſolute Privation of theſe Oſcillations; 
- whence Circulation is deſtroyed, and the dym 
ptoms above-mentioned induced, 


To diſcover the Cauſes of a Gangrene, 
have only to examine what it is that delif0) 
the Vibrations of the Solids, Having laid dow! 

l 


thus 
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this Notion of the Mortification of any Part of 
the living Body, Reaſon and Experience in- 
form us, that it may be produced by three 
Cauſes in general. 

1. The moſt frequent Cauſe of a Gangrene 
ij the too great Plenitude of the Arteries, where- 
by they are diſtended beyond their Tone, fo 
that they are afterwards incapable of reſtori 
themſelves. Thus the Motion of the Arteries 
is loſt, which being the Source of the Motion 
of the other Solids, their Action is alſo ſuſ- 
ſpended. This is what we ſee in the Infar- 
Gon of the Capillary Arteries in violent In- 
lammations, wherein Gangrenes frequently 
upervene, as alſo in exceſſive Eryfipelata, Com- 
preflion of the Arteries from Ligatures, &c. 
2, The next Cauſe of Mortification, is the 
Relaxation of the Tunics of the Arteries and 
ther Parts Whence the leſs elaſtic Veſſels 
ally yield to their Infarction; as we obſerve 
in Oedemata, &c. whoſe Serolity contributes 
o the further Relaxation of the Solids, eſpe- 
ally when the Tumours are inveterate. This 
alſo obſervable in ſome Conſtitutions, re- 
ced and impoveriſhed by preceding Diſor- 
les, or old Age. Yet theſe Diſpoſitions are 
ot of themſelves capable of producing a Mor- 
ation, without the Intervention of ſome 
curing or auxiliary Cauſe, particularly the 
Impreſſion of the Part thus diſpoſed, by the 
eight of the Body, Thus we ſee the ſoft 
Parts on the Hip-bone, and on ſeveral others 

ST tho e in 
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in the Body, ſuffer after this Manner, by lying 
too long thereon, - - 
3. The laſt Cauſe is the Deſtruction of the 
arterial Veſſels. The remote Cauſes of this 
Claſs are known to every Body, as being very 
apparent, for they act like the Lap. Caufic, 
which burns and cauterizes the Parts to which 
0 is applied, as we ſee by the Eſcbara which 
it produces; the ſame Effect we ſee allo pro- 
— by ordinary Fire, which dries a 
burns the Veſſels. Juſt as theſe two lf 
named Cauſes act, io doth a phagedmic 
Ulcer, whoſe acrid corroſive Matter deſtroys 
the circumambient Parts. Such like Ulcer 
are formed in the Uterus, as well as in the 
reſt of the Body. All the other Cauſes f 4 
Gangrene in the Uterus are comprehended 
- under the three e ones above- men- 
tioned. 

Now the Uterus may be mortified in two 
different States, 1. In its natural Stuation, 
2. When it is out of its natural Seat, as | 
the Procidentia Uteri, A Gangrene in the 
firſt State commonly happens, 1. From 2 w. 
olent Inflammation, in common with all the 
other Viſcera. 2. From a phagedznic c- 
roding Ulcer, In this Caſe the Gangrene i 
not as extenſive as the Ulcer, being con 
to its Margins alone, whilſt the Gangrene it 
the former Caſe is as large as the Inflammation 
was. | 
When the Matrix i is turned out ot its nat 
ral Place, as in the Procidentia Uteri, the Gr 


grene 


es a. | 
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arene is the Effet of the Oedema alone, the 


Veſſels being then glutted with Serum, relaxed 
ind ſtrangled; whence an abſolute Atonia and 


Gangrene, 


DirFERENOES. 


1. The firſt and moſt important Diſtin- 
ion of a Gangræna Utert is into that which 
befals it, in, or out of its natural Situation. 

2. Into an incipient or recent, and invete- 
rate or confirmed Mortification. The former 
; called Gangræna, the latter Sphacelus or Side. 
ratio; the firſt yields ſome Hopes of Cure, 
be the ſecond none, 

3. The Mortification is particular or univer- 
fl, The former may occupy the Neck or 
Bottom, poſterior, anterior, or lateral Parts 


of the Urerus; but the laſt attacks the whole. 


SYMPTOMS. 


The Accidents of an incipient Gangrene are 
Yrious, according to the Nature of the Evil. 
1, In the inflammatory and eryſipelatous 
Gangrene, the Symptoms redouble with the 
ame Violence, as in an incipient Suppura- 
'0n; that being, as it were, the laſt Effort of 
Nature; the Fever, Heat, Pains, &c. become 
xcelſive, But as ſoon as the Mortification 
begins, they ſuddenly ceaſe, without any Re- 
M; whilſt in the Suppuration, they are ſoon 
ter kindled: Moreover, in the laſt, they gra- 
hs dually 
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dually diſappear and return, In the former, 
ſuddenly ceaſe, and never re-appear. 

2, In the phagedænic Gangrene the Pain is 
dull and profound; the Fever and other Acc 
dents are very inconſiderable. 

3. In the œdematous Gangrene, little or 
no Pain, Fever or Heat, Cc. appear; becauſe 
this Evil ſprings from the gradual Infarction 
and Relaxation of the Veſſels, through a n- 
dundant Serum, not of Blood, as in the other 
Gangrenes. Thus far of the Symptoms of 
the incipient Kinds of Mortification, But 
when the Gangrene is once formed, the Phe- 
nomena of the various Species become the 
ſame, all the mentioned Accidents ceaſing, To 
theſe ſucceed freqdent Syncopes, languid and 
intermitting Pulſe, from the Reſorption of the 
putrid Miaſmata of the mortified Part, Cold- 
_ neſs of the Extremities, with longer and more 
conſtant cold Fits, or Shiverings of the whole 
Body, than in a Suppuration ; there is an ab- 
ſolute Relaxation and Want of Tenfion in the 
mortified Uterus, with Putrefaction and Et- 
fufion of an acrid Sanzes, 


DiaGNosSTICs. 


Theſe Signs regard, 1. The Exiſtence od 
the Evil, 2. Its Cauſes, 
1. The Gangræna Uteri is diſcovered * 
firſt Sight, if the Womb is turned out of in 
Place and expoſed to View, by its Coldnch, 
Softneſs, Inſenſibility, livid and black Colos 


like 
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ke to a dead and corrupted Carcaſe. But if 
t be mortified in its proper Situation or Place, 
he Matter is more difficult, having no other 
cans to diſcover it, but by rational Signs, as 
jc augmented Intenſity of the preceding Ac- 
idents; with their ſudden and abſolute Ceſſa- 
ion; a miſerably weak and intermitting alte 
ſyncope, Coldneſs, &c, ſucceeding. 

The Exiſtence of the Evil is difficultly learn- 
d when it ſprings from a phagedænic Ulcer; 
Aas the Exiſtence of a preceding Ul- 
8 the Accidents of that Evil, and the 
Quality of the Matter, which is ſanious, grey, 
id of a Thread- like Form, we may plauſibly 
onjeture the Gangrene to have ſprung from 
lat Source. 

All Species of Gangrene make very ſpeedy 
ropreſs in the Urerus, becauſe of its Texture; 
o that in twenty-four Hours, from a ſimple 
angrene it turns to a real Sphacelation ; in 
dich Caſe the Parts remain without any Senſe 
Feeling, either when cut or prick d with 
harpInſtrument, whilſt a fetid and cadaverous 
eam exhales from them. 

2. The Cauſes of a Gangræna Iteri are 
ally learned, from what we have hitherto 
ad of the inflammatory, ulcerous, or cdema- 
us Mortification, 


PaoGNosTICS. 


We may pronounce the Gangræna Uteri in 
Fneral to be mortal, if Nature or Art does 
« ſeaſonably intervene, the one by the Ex- 

5 P 4 tirpation 
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tirpation of the mortified Part; the other h 
its Separation from the living Parts, by the 
Help of Suppuration, which we obſerve by 
a red and inflamed Line, which helps us t 
diſtinguiſh the one from the other, being th 
common Limit of both. Yet after all, th 
Prognoſtic cannot be very favourable, « 
pecially if the Uterus be mortified in its mu- 
ral Situation, where we cannot ſee nor cone 
at it; but the Danger is much leſs, as 1. 
ſhall obſerve in the Cure, when the mortifd 
Uterus is expoſed to the Sight and Touch. 
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1. To remove all the Cauſes of Gangrene 
2. To corroborate the relaxed and weakened 
Solids. 3. To raiſe and ſtrengthen the Pulſe, 
4. To extirpate the mortified Part. 
I. To remove the Cauſes, If the Ganger 
ſprings from a ſanguine Infarction, or 11 
flammation, repeated Phlebotomy is the only 
Remedy; but the ſole Remedy in this Indica 
tion for the Removal of the phagedænic anc 
cedematons Gangrene, may, alſo for the Infiam 
matory one, is profound Scarifications, made i 
the very Quick: For by this Means the in 
flamed Veſſels have room to yield the more - 
| their Diſtenſion, and perhaps may thereby tc 
| act on their Contents; in the phagedznic Gat 
grene, the purulent Sanies finds a proper Iſſe 
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Finally, In the œdematous Species, the Se- 
rum is thereby plentifully diſcharged; ſo that 
the Veſſels are, after a Manner, depleted. 
Wherefore I eſteem this Practice to be very 
00d, But unfortunately, it cannot be inſti- 
tuted, whilſt the Uzerus is in its natural Seat, 
which is the moſt uſual Caſe. So we have 
nothing to depend on in that Emergency, but 
Phlebotomy, as above. 5 
2. We are to reſtore the natural Tone to 
the weakened Veſſels, that they may regain 
their Oſcillations; This Indication is chiefly 
fulfilled by the Help of acrid Remedies, as 
Ag. Vit, Camphorat. vel. Ag. Vit. cum Sal. 
Armoniac. Neither this nor any other Reme- 
dy of the Kind have any Effect on the mor- 
tiied Part; ſo it is to be applied to the living, 
in order to empty the Veſſels, and throw off 
what is mortified. Wherefore let the ſcarified 
Fleſh be fomented and bathed with the pre- 
ceding Liquor, luke-warmed, till the Patient 
complains” of Pain. This Practice has room 
only, when the Uterus is intirely or in Part 
out of its Seat; for when it remains in its 
proper Situation, we are to have Recourſe to 
Injections, prepared of the Decoctions of Ar- 
temis. Matricar. Ariſtoloch. 9 — to which, 
according to the Intenſity of the Evil, and 
Neceſſity of greater Irritation, you may add 
Tine. Myrrh, Unguent. Agyptrac. Collyr. Lan- 
franc. Ag. Phageden. which laſt is made of a 
Diſſolution of Mercur. Sublimat. with Lime- 
water. Though all theſe Remedies are very 
GOT TION powerful 
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powerful and Efficacious in other Diſorders, 
yet they commonly miſcarry in the preſent, 

If the Mortification be ſeated in the /. aging, 
Vulva, or prolapſed Uterus, you may order 
a Cataplaſm of Sal. Armoniac. Fulig. and Ver. 
digreaſe, or Unguent. Agyptiac. applied to the 
affected Part. If theſe are ineffectual, as com- 
monly they are, employ the Diſſolution of 
Mercury by the Spirit of Nitre or Ag. Fort, 
with which you bath the mortified- Part, or 
dreſs it with a Pledget dipped in the ſaid Li- 
quor: Or finally, you touch it / gently there- 
with, as the Degree of the Gangrene will re- 

EEC 1 ot >. dans) , 

9 If by theſe or the preceding Remedies, the 
mortified Part falls off, you dreſs afterwards 
as in a ſimple Ulcer, of which we. have ſpo- 
ken in the precedent Chapter, -. 

3. The Syncope, intermitting and weak 
Pulſe, Cc. are to be remetlied by a cordial 
Potion of the following Waters, Fc. Ag.Stillat. 
Card. Bened. Meliſi. Scord. twoOunces of two, 
or an Ounce of each, if you employ all together, 
To theſe you add Confett, Alkerm. de Hyac:nth. 
vel Theriac: ad z jſſ. & pro re nata, Sul. Vola. 
Ammoni ac. vel C. C. Lil. Paracel. &c. 

4. This Indication conſiſts in the Extirpa- 
tion of the mortified Part, if all other Methods 
fail: But it can be inſtituted; only in the Pro- 
cidentia Uteri, the Part being then ex poſed to 
this Operation, which is the only Remedy then 
remaining. This Practice is confirmed and 
authorized by ſeveral Obſervations: Vet it s 
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commonly mortal, nor can I anſwer for its 
eucceſs, if it be attempted, Nevertheleſs, all 
Things weighed, if you be encouraged to 
perform it, make your Ligature as high as 
poſſible, three Fingers Breadth, at leaſt, above 
the Mortification, the Evil being commonly 
more extenſive than it appears to be, 
This I never ſaw performed. But I have 
obſerved a carnous Tumour or Sarcoma in 
the Vagina, which I miſtook for the morti- 
fied Uterus. This Tumour the Surgeon ſuc- 
ceſsfully cut off, and the Patient was ſoon 
after cured, IE T 


* 1 


CAP. XIV. 
Of the Scirrhus of the Uterus. 
A's the Explication of the Reſolution, 


 ———Y 


Suppuration and Mortification of the 
mmation of the Uterus, the next Termi- 
nation, of Courſe, is the Induration or Scirrbus 
of the ſame Organ, in Conſequence of its In- 
lammation. 1 4 

A Scirrbus in general is a hard or reni- 
tent and indolent Tumour, without Heat and 
Pain, This. Definition is applicable to the 
Scirrbus of the Uterus, which is attended with 
neither Pain, Heat nor Redneſs; becauſe it is 
2 lymphatic not a ſanguin Tumour. This 
Difference betwixt a Scirrbus and Inflamma- 
tion 
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tion is eſſential: Moreover the Scirrbus ;; 
ſeated in the Glands, lymphatic Veſſels, or 
lacteals of the Urerus; the Inflammation in 
the capillary Arteries: This is ſuddenly formed, 
or per Fluxionem; the Scirrhus by Degrees 
or per Congeſtionem; tho' other Scirrhoug 
Tumours are alſo formed by an impercepti- 
ble Progreſs, as are likewiſe the Atheroma, Ste. 
atoma, Meliceris, Ganglion, &c 


Cavsss:. 


The principal Cauſes of a Scirrhus in the 
Uterus, is the Spiſſitude and Induration of 
the uterine Lymph or Milk in their different 
Veſſels. The Cauſes of this Spiſſitude are ge- 
neral or remote, and particular or immediate, 
whereby the general Vice is determined to the 
Uterus, rather than to any other Viſcus. 
The Cauſes of the firſt Claſs, are all thee 
which inſpiſſate the Blood. For this being 
vitiated, all the Secretions, as Milk, Lymph, 
&c. are alſo; becauſe they retain the Quality 
of their Source. The Cauſes of a ſpiſſid Blood 
are, 1. Hard, indigeſtible, terreſtrial Aliments, 
Bacon, or any other, Fleſh dried by ſmoak, 
all kinds of falt Fleſh, Cc. 2. The different 
Vices of Digeſtion, tho' the Aliments be good. 
3. Violent Paſſions of the Mind, as Grief, 
and all other Commotions which endanger 
a melancholic Humour. 4. A venereal, ſero- 


phulous or ſcorbutic Virus. 
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The particular Cauſes, or thoſe of the ſe- 
cond Claſs are, 1. A Spiſſitude of the Hu- 
mours in the Uterus produced by the Inje- 
ion of Semen tainted with the Lues. 2. Over- 
cold Injections of other Liquors made into the 
Uterus, ſuddenly condenſe the Fluids thereof. 
sudden external Cold, cauſes a Conſtri- 
dion of all the Fibres of this Organ; whence 
the Fluids ſtagnate and become ſpiſſid. This 
s frequently obſervable in the menſtrual Flux, 
Time of Delivery, Sc. 4. A natural or acci- 
dental Relaxation and Atony of the uterine 
Fibres, which gives Room to the Stagnation 
of the Humours. This is a frequent Con- 
{quence of many and laborious Births, or Ab- 
ortions, Contuſions, Sc. 5. Inveterate Ob- 
ſructions of the Uterus attended with a Fluor 
Abus, Chlorofis, &c. whereby the uterine 
Lymph or Milk ſettle at Length in their proper 
Receptacles, their Circulation being interrupted 
by the mention'd Obſtructions. This is one 
af the moſt frequent Cauſes of a Schirrus in 
the Uterus, 5 


R 


DIF ERENCES. 


1. This Scirrhus may proceed from the Spiſ- 

ltude- and Induration 25 the uterine Lymph, 

or from the ſame Qualities of the uterine Milk. 

2. This Scirrbus is perfect and exquilite, or 

imperfect. The firſt is very hard, renitent 

and indolent; the ſecond is only ſo in a milder 
free. 
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3. It may be univerſal or all over the Ma. 
trix, and partial, or in ſome few Points there. Ml : 
of, | 
4. It may be ſimple, or complicate and com. 
bined with other Tumours of the Urerus ; Wt 
Oedema, Phlegmone, &c, whence the various 
Names of Scirrbus Oedematoſus, Phlegmy- 
noſus, &c. the former is ſomewhat ſoft and 
indolent; The latter is harder, more ſenſible 

and painful. 


{ 
SYMPTOMS, | 
| 


1. Weight in the Hypogaſtrium, when the 
Patient ſtands or walks, and that in Propor- 
tion to the Magnitude of the Scirrbus. 
2. Difficulty of lying on the well fide, or 
that oppoſite to the Tumour, For by lying 
thereon the Diſtraction of the adhering Parts, WW t 
by the Weight of the Scirrhus, is troubleſome to WM! 
the Patient. But if the Tumour is painful, ſhe . 
can lie on neither Side, For the Diſtraction of 
the Parts hinders her of lying on the well Side; Wt 
and the Compreſſion of the Scirrbus by the in- 
cumbent Viſcera forbids her lying on the iſ" 
affected Side, So ſhe is obliged to lie on het ll © 
Back only. _ 
3. The Mfenſtrua are intirely ſuſpended, it UW 
the Scirrbus be univerſal; or partly, if it b* Wi 
particular; the Reaſon is evident, of 
4. Violent Hemorrhages ſometimes happen Wh ® 
in both Caſes, Becauſe moſt Part of the ute- 
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ine Veins are varicoſe; whence they are eaſily 
roptured, and ſuch a Quantity of Blood flows, 
5 endangers the Patient's Life. | 
5, Dropſy of the Abdomen or Uterus. For 


the compreſſed Lymphatics are ſoon dilated, 
whence the Lymph and Serum eaſily tranſude 
into the ſaid Cavities. 

b. If the Scirrbus be not equally hard, but 
ſomewhat ſoft in ſeveral Parts, it eaſily ſup- 
purates. Whence all the Symptoms of an 
Abſceſs in the Uferus, along with the Scirrhus. 
But if it be very hard in all its Parts, it rather 
becomes carcinomatous, of which Diſorder 
tereafter, 


D1iaGNnNosTICS. 


Theſe Signs are threefold. Some regard 
the Exiſtence of the Diſorder, ſome its Di- 
linftion from Pregnancy, Molæ, &c. ſome 
nally its Cauſes, | 

1, The Exiſtence of the Diſorder is known by 
the Concurrence of the before mentioned Symp- 
toms, as a hard indolent renitent, and circum- 
ſcribed Tumour, tho' it be ſomewhat con- 
cealed under the Oſſa Pubis, yet you diſcover 
theſe Accidents by preſſing the Hand upon 
ie Region of the Os Pubis, and by exami- 
ning the Patient, who likewiſe, thro' the Weight 
the Tumour, cannot ſtand or walk with- 
ot ſome Difficulty, 
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and Growth of a Scirrhus is very inſenſible, and 
ſometimes none at all. But even in one 
Month, Pregnancy is conſiderably advanced. 
3. In Pregnancy the Breaſts gradually ſwell; 
in a Scirrbus they become flaccid. 4. In 
incipientScirrhus the Menſtrua commonly flow, 
in Pregnancy they frequently ceaſe, 5. Prey. 
nancy begins with the uſual Accidents of Nau- 
ſea, Diſtaſte, vomiting, &c, none of which 
attend the Scirrbus. 6. About the fourth or 
fifth Month, the Infant begins to ſtir in the 
Womb; which a Scirrbus, as is evident, ne- 

WOE eto ꝛm! Eee at at Lp 
A Scirrhus is more difficulty diſtinguiſhed 
from a Mola. But in this the Signs of Preg- 
nancy have ' preceded, It is alſo larger and 
ſofter than. the ſcirrhous Tumour, But it 
Pregnancy be combined with the Scirrþu, 
the Matter is ſtill more difficult, So, as they 
rarely begin together, you are to examinewhich 
of them preceded the other, by. its particular 
Signs. An Example of a Scirrbus complicated 
with Pregnancy I have once ſeen in a mat- 
ried Woman, whoſe Husband I cou'd not com- 
vince of the Truth thereof. Nor wou'd I fe- 
commend to you to take the Pains of ſuch 
Conviction, the Husbands being too obſtinate 
in 


2. It ſhould be. diſtinguiſhed from Pregn 

and a Mola. From the 2777 in as — 
as 1. The Scirrbus is harder and more circum. 
ſcribed, than Pregnancy, which is attended with 
a ſofter and larger Tumour, 2. The Progrel 


” 5 9 A i x1 P73 


OF WOMEN, 225 


in this Caſe, to agree with your Sentiments. 
As to the Diſtinction of a Scirrbus in the Uterus 
from a Dropſy of the ſame Organ, I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew it in the Chapter of that Diſ- 
order, | 

z. The different Kinds and Cauſes of this 
Sarrbus are diſcovered as follows: 1, A partial, 
and univerſal Scirrbus are diſcovered by their 
different Extenſion. 2. A perfect Scirrbus is 
known from an imperfect one, by its ſuperior 
Hardneſs and Renitency, 3. A phlegmonous 
Scirrbus is learn'd by its Painfulneſs, Senſibility, 
Heat, and Fever, which it induces; whilſt an 
elematous Scirrbhus is diſcovered by its Softneſs, 
Indolence, want of Heat, Fever, &c. 4. The 
lfteal Scirrbus is very difficultly diſtinguiſhed 
from the lymphatic one: But you are to ob- 
etre, that the former is commonly ſeated in 
the concave Surface of the Uterus, where the 
afteals are moſtly diſtributed ; whilſt the latter 
b lodged on its convex Surface, where we 
icover moſt of the uterine Lymphatics, 


ProGNosTICS. 


The Scirrbus of the Uterus is a very trou- 
belome Diſorder, and commonly incurable, 
for ſeveral Reaſons, 1. Becauſe the impacted 
Matter is too hard and indiſſoluble. 2. Tho 
It be diſſolved, it cannot be reduced into the 
Courſe of Circulation in the ſame Proportion 
becauſe the Veſſels neceſſary for this Purpoſe 
re conſumed, dried up, and their Cavities de- 
lroyed ; Conſequently this Evil is very ob- 


Q ſtinate, 
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ſtinate. And tho' the pernicious Conſequen- 
ces Which it uſually has, as various Dropſies, 
Cancer, Maraſmus, &c. abſolutely require its 
Removal; yet the Attempt is very dangerous; 
Becauſe the Remedies neceſſary for this Pur- 
poſe, as aperitive and attenuative ones, haſten 
its Suppuration, or change it into a Cancer, 
The former happens, if the Scirrbus be ſoſt 
and imperfect; the latter if it be very hard 
and perfect. Nevertheleſs its Diſcuſſion may be 
attempted, if the Tumour be ſmall, recent, 
ſomewhat ſoft, and void of Pain: For the Mat- 
ter is not ſtill come to that Degree of Hardnelz 
as to reſiſt the Action of proper Remedies. 
But if the Scirrhus be very large, inveterate, 
and painful, its Cure ſhould not be undertaken, 
I, Becauſe the Magnitude of the Tumour and 
impacted Matter is ſuperiour to the Effect of 
all Remedies. 2. Its Texture is too hard. 
3. The Uſe of aperitive Remedies may induce 
a Cancer, | 


Cu RR. 


As the Seiyrbus is a hard indolent Tumour, 
compoſed of a ſpiſſid and indurated Lympb, of 
Milk, it is plain, that the Indications of Cure 
are, 1. To remove the antecedent Cauſes of the 
Scirrbus, as the Spiſſitude of the Lymph 0! 
uterine Milk. Yet if the Evil be too great 
and inveterate, we are obliged to content ou! 
ſelves with the Diminution only of this Diſcal 
But if on the contrary the Scirrbus is N 
n an 
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and recent, we proceed farther, or to the next 
Indication, vi z. 2. To ſoften and attenuate the 
impacted Matter. 3. To diſſolve and reduce 
it into the Courſe of Circulation. 
I. To cortect the Spiſſitude of the Lymph 
and Milk, Medicine propoſes the following 
Means, viz, Broths or Apozems made of Rad, 
Ering. Anon. Bruſc. Aſparag. half an Ounce 
of all together, or an Ounce, if only two are 
employed, The following are prepared the 
ſame Way; but they require not as great boil- 
ing as the former, half an Hour being ſufficient 
for theſe, Fol. Agrim. Pimpinell. Syſymbr. aquat. 
Scalopendr. But be ſure not to make the Broth 
too rich by putting too much Fleſh therein. 
To tender theſe Preparations the more effica- 
cious, you may add ſome of the following 
Salts to every Draught of the Broth, Tart. 
Chalpbeat. à If. ad Dj. Flor. Martial. ad gr. 
wil, Arcan. duplicat. Sal. Glauber, Tart. Vi- 
tridat, ad Iſſ. aut 3j. Theſe you order for 
fourteen or. fifteen Days. But if you deſire 
w act more gently, employ Ser. lact. chalybeat. 
or imple Whey in which you diſſolve ſome 
af the preceding Salts, or you mix therewith 
duce. : depurat, Fumar., Scolopendr. Naſturt. 
which are very efficacious in ſweetning and 
careCting the Blood. png 
The vitriolic Waters, taken in a proper 
Yaſon, but in a ſmall Quantity, as a Pint eve 


le, WY powerfully: anſwer this Intent; and their flow 
all Ner gradual Uſe adds to their Efficacy. 
nd 15 Q 2 It 
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Day, continued for two or three Months, very 
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If the Uſe of the preceding Remedies doth 
over-heat- the Patient, ſhe is to drink Aſſes 


Milk; or for want of this ſhe may take Goat 
Milk, and ſuſpend the Uſe of the ſaid Reme- 
dies; or take the Milk in their Intervals, til 
this Symptom is corrected. Nay, the Milk may 
be uſed with vitriolic Waters; which Theory 
many condemn, but Practice confirms the Ad. 
vantage thereof. This is the palliative Cue WW 
of a Scirrhus in the Uterus. But if the Ci. 
cumſtances encourage you to proceed farther, Wil 
you may attempt to ſoften and diſſolve the 
Scirrhous Matter. Wherefore, | | 
II. To fulfil the ſecond Indication the fol- 
lowing Remedies are recommended, as, | 
1. Baths and Half-Baths made of fimpl: , 
Water, or emollient Decoctions. The full WW ; 
"Baths are the more-uſeful, if the Patient's WW 1 
Breaſt, Sc. will bear them. - You are to have , 
\Recourſe to theſe as often as the Scirrbus 1s 
hot or painful. 6 1 
I neither the Patient's State, nor Seaſon wil! WW \ 
admit of the Uſe of theſe Remedies, order a 
2. Cataplaſms of the Pulps of Pariet. Bran. u 
Dein. Nympb. Viol. Malu. Alth. quib, add, In 
Mucilag. Sem. Phil. cum Ol. Lin. This yu ol p| 
apply to the Region of the Uzerus, and you A 
tene w it, as often as it dries. Tho' the Num- th 
ber and Thickneſs of the Teguments reſit MN; * 
very much the Action of theſe Remedies, ei 
we find that they are ſometimes very uſctu. Wl 27. 
If theſe have not room, you muſt recur WH 
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3. To Fomentations of emollient Plants, in 
which you dip fine Flannel,” and apply it to 
the Patient's Hypogaſtrium. Theſe are fre- 
quently more efficacious than the Cataplaſms; 
becauſe their Parts are more ſubtil and 
— If you durſt not employ theſe, or that 
are of no Service, you are to come 

4. To Injections made of emollient Deco- 
ions as in the firſt Indication. Yet the Vagina 
or Os Uteri of ſome Women is ſo narrow, as 
to exclude all Attempts of this Kind, 

5. You may order moderate Clyſters, for 
large ones gravitate too much on the Ureras. 
Theſe are prepared of the emollient Plants 
before-mentioned. They ſhould be continued 
2 long time, in order to ſoften” and relax the 
Strrbus in the Matrix. Which Ruleſhould 
be alſo underſtood of the Free hitherto 
mentioned, 

III. This laſt Indication conſiſts in diflolving 
and attenuating the harden'd and impacted 
Matter. Internal and external Remedies are 
employed for this Purpoſe. Of the firſt Claſs 
ure Boles, Pills, Tablets, of aperitive attenuat- 
ing Remedies. The ſecond: Clafs comprehends 
Flaſters, Cataplaſms, &c. of reſolutive Simples; 
lo the former Compoſitions are made up of 
1 following Aperitives, three or four _ at 
à 11me, 

1, Preparations of Iron, pardicukirly: ſock as 
e aperitive, as Croc. Mart. ad gri xviij. Flor. 
Mart ad gr. xv. Tart. Martial. ad 85 XxXiv. 


23 2. Pr epa 
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tt 2. Preparations of Mercury, which are little 
or no Way purgative, as Athiop. Miner. xvii, 
Gr. Mercur. Dul. ad eand. Doſ. Panac. Mer. 


curiul. in minor. De. 


3. Neutral Salts, as Arcan, duplicat. Tart 


Vitriol. Sal. Glaub. any of which you may 
order in Opiats, Electuaries or Boles to xyjj, 
or xx. Gr. | | 
4. Your hot diuretic and aperitive Powder 
of Mulleped. Bufon, Cicad. to xv. Gr. of each. 
5. It the preceding Deobſtruents are not 
ſufficient to remove the Evil, ordering them, n 
re nuta, as they are digeſted, - you may at 
length come to the Uſe of the Gums, being 
the moſt efficacious Aperitives we know, ſuch 
are Gum. Am moni ac. Sagapen. Badell. Galban, 
Opopan. from iv. to vij. Gr. made into Boles, 
Tablets, Electuaries, Cc. with ſome appro- 
priated Syrup or Conſerve, To diſſolve theſe 
in the Stomach, afford them a proper Vehicle, 
and dilute the Blood; after every Doſe, the 
Patient may take a large Draught of the Sr. 
Lat. aperitive Broths or Decoctions aboveſaid. 
Nor ſhould you forget to purge the Patient fre- 
quently during the Uſe of theſe Remedies, 
that their conſtant Repetition may not dil 
guſt the Patient. So you may order even 


feventh Day a moderate Doſe of Diagrhd. 

Pulv. Cornachin, Cc. 

Whilſt theſe Remedies are internally em- 
ed, you may order at the ſame Time 

your topical Remedies, in the ſame Proportion; 


as Cataplaſms of the Pulp of the Leaves, or . 
ars | ther 


— 
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tle ther of the Roots of Cicut. Bryon. Cucum. 
ij, /e. Irid. noſtrat. cui add. Ol. Lumbri- 
er. cg. or you may preſcribe the Emplaſtr. de 

Cicut. Diabotan. to which you may add Em- 


rt, r. de Vigo, or de Ran. cum Mercur. Qua- 
ay BY uplic. Theſe as well as the Cataplaſms ſhould 
ij, be frequently renewed, purging the Patient at 
certain Intervals, as above, Tr 
en Before I put an End to the Treatment of 
. the Scirrbus in the Uterus, it will be nece(- 
ot m to make the four following Reflections 
70 WR thereon. - ./ | | N 
a 1. As ſoon as you diſcover Heat, Pain or 
Is WY Tenſion of the Matrix, during the Uſe of the 


receding Deobſtruents, you are immediately 
to ſuſpend their Uſe, to which you ſubſtitute 
Phlebotomy, in order to prevent. the unpend- 
ng Inflammation, or Cancer of the Uterus. 

2. You are not to employ theſe Aperitives 
in the Time of purging; nor are you to purge, 
particularly if the above Symptoms appear, 
with any hot or irritating Cathartics, But you 
muſt content your ſelf with gentle ones, as 
Mann. Caſs. Rhabarb, &c. eds nn 

3. In the ſame Proportion that the attenu- 
ating apperitive Remedies are employed, Di- 
luents and Narcotics ; ſhould be likewiſe, as 
alſo emollient Injections, Baths, Plaſters, Cc. 

4. If the Scirrhous Tumour. is not. reduced 
or diminiſhed by this Method, it is in Vain to 
torment the Patient with a radical or curative 
Treatment; ſo the palliative Cure alone is to 
be employed. i KI T0 alli ä 
Q 4 CHAP, 
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c H 4A P. XIII. 
1 "Of. ths, Jogſted,” Tumors: of the 
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HE SE Tumom are formed of a Cif 
dex Caßſaule, which incloſe, on all ſides: 
Ipitnd Humour. This C is ſometimes of: 
hard or griſtly Texture. The Volume of the 
Tumour is various, being ſometimes large, 
ſometimes” ſmall. The Conſiſtence of the 
included Matter is fo various, as to give Ric 
to different Tumours, If it be like melted 
Lard or Greaſe, the Tumour is called Sea. 
roma. If it be whitiſh, more liquid, or like 
Broth, it is named Atheroma. If it be {till thin- 
ner and like Honey, it is termed Meliceric 
All incifted Tumours are reducible to theſe 
three Species. Theſe Evils in general are cal- 
led in French, Loupe, or Gbete. They are vi 
rious according to their Magnitude, as abore, 
or their Seat, being ſometimes placed on the 
'convex Surface of the Uterus, but more fre- 
quently betwixt the Tunics of this Organ, ot 
in its Concavity, the lymphatic Veſſels and 
Glands being more numerous in both Place 
than in the former. 1 
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CAUSs Es. 
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Theſe in general proceed from the lymph 
of Milk of the Urerus, The Tumors of the 
former kind may happen in any Part of this 
Organ, but more frequently betwixt its Tu- 
nics; whilſt the milky Tumors are more 
frequently obſervable on its concave Surface, 
the uterine lacteals being more numerous in 
that Place than in any other therein. 

That the Lymph or Milk may produce 
theſe Tumors, it is neceflary that their Cir- 
culation ſhould be intercepted or impeded in 
their teſpective Veſſels. For whilſt they free- 
ly circulate, they can never form any Ob- 
ſtructions, 6 Ts. F 

1. The Circulation of the uterine Lymph 
i; interrupted by a Grumus of the ſame Fluid, 
wedged as it were in its proper Veſſel ; or the 
Evil may proceed from the Compreſſion of ſome 
of the Lymphatics. The uterine Milk is ſtop- 
ped in its Courſe by the ſame Cauſes. . 2. The 
one as well as the other thus ſtopped, ſhould 
preſerve ſome Degree of Fluidity, otherwiſe it 
would degenerate into a Scirrbus, thro' its 
p Hardneſs. 3. It is requiſite for the Formation 
"Wl «theſe Tumours, that the ſaid Liquors ſhould . 
continually flow to the growing Evil, or ob- 
ſtructed Part; ſeeing we obſerve it to augment 
continually, But the Afflux of the Humours 
ſhould be in a very ſmall Quantity, the Growth 
ar the Tumor being inſenſible. Theſe Prin- 

| ciples 
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ciples, I think ſhould be neceſſarily admitted 
into this Theory, in order to explain the For. 
mation of theſe Tumors, 

From what we have hitherto ſaid, it ap. 
pears that the Ciſt of theſe Tumors is nothing 
elſe, but the Tunis of the lymphatic Gland 
or Veſſel, or Veſicula lactea of the Utern, 
which, tho' naturally very ſmall, frequent 
acquires the Bulk of a large Egg, thro' the 
Ductility, or, if I may ſay, the Dilatability ofthe 
ſaid Tunics; but this ſhould be brought about 
gradually and without Force, otherwiſe, thel: 
thin Membranes, which I may compare 9 
Cob-webs, may be burſt, But tho' they be 
very weak and pliable originally, what i 
ſurprizing, is that in Proportion to the Growth 
of the Tumour, they alſo become thicker and 
more compact, whilſt their Diſtenſion, wou'l 
ſeem to render them thinner, But this Dif. 
ficulty will vaniſh, by conſidering that the 
Afflux of the Lymph or Succus Nutritius i 
more abundant in this Caſe, than if it rolled 
freely in the fame Veſſels. Thus do we cb. 
ſerve in the Attrition and Compreſſion, which 
attract, as it were, the Lymph into other Parts 
that thereby they grow the larger and ſtronge!, 
as we ſee in the Hands of thoſe who work hard, 
which the Author of Nature has thus prov: 
dently diſpoſed, the better to Wente their 
Labour. 

Theſe inciſted — are 1 fimple 


VIS. . they are formed only of one Veſſel 
| | or 
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or Veſicle, and ſometimes compounded, parti- 
cularly when they are formed of many toge- 
ther. The various Conſiſtence and Colour of 
the included Matter, are owing to its primi- 
tive Spiſſitude, Delay in its Ciſt, and to the 
Mixture of other Humours therewith, as the 
Bile, Milk, or pure Lymph; whence it is 
yellow, white, or limpid, Cc. from hence 
proceeds the Difference of the Steatoma, Athe- 
roma and Meliceris. Py 
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Having explained the Seat, Manner or For- 
mation and Change, as well of theſe Tumors 
s of the Places wherein they are obſerved, we 
now proceed. to their Diſtinctions. 

1, They are divided into lymphatic and 
lacteal inciſted Tumors. Both the one as 
well as the other may be ſoft or hard, of a 
larger or ſmaller Volume. The lymphatic 
Tumors may be ſeated in all Parts of the Ma- 
"” ; the lacteal ones in its concaye Surface 
Only. ö | "$473 

2, Theſe Tumours are ſimple, or compoſed 
of many Cavities, &c. "+: 94 


—ę—ũ— 
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' SYMPTOMS. 


1. The Elevation and Tumor of the Hypo- 
gaſlrium are much the ſame as in the Scrrrhus, 
dpecially- when its Volume is conſiderable. 

or 2. Weight 
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2. Weight and Heavineſs in the fare Re. 


ion. 

4 3. Uneaſineſs, E a profound and dull, ta. 
ther than an acute Pain in the fame Part 

| 4. The Patient is more inclined to ſie 
on her Back or Belly than on her Sides, 
eſpecially if the affected Side be painful, other 
wiſe ſhe may lean thereon. 

5. The Menſtrua commonly ſubſiſt during 
this Diſorder. It is rarely attended with Fe. 
ver, and is frequently fo ſmall as to be im 
ceptible, if the Phyſician's Touch be not wer 
delicate. Finally, of all the Diſorders of the 
Uterus, I know none in general, that Incom- 
modes leſs than this. 


DriacNosTICs. 


The principal Intention of the Diagnoſtic of 
theſe Tumors doth conſiſt in diſtinguiſhing 
them from the Inflammation, Pregnancy, 
Dropſy, and Scirrbus of the Uterus. ' 

1. In the Inflammation, the Matrix acquires 
a larger Volume, the Pain and other Symp- 
toms are much more conſiderable, particular: 
ly. the Heat and Fever are very acute, the 
Region of the Uterus cannot be touched with- 
out a Senſible Augmentation of the Pain, Whill 
the inciſted Tumors are diveſted of all theſe Ac- 
eidents, and do gradually encreaſe: But the 
Inflammation of the Lrerus is ſuddenly formed, 

2. Theſe Tumours are diſtinguiſhed: fron 


Pregnancy, inaſmuch as the Tumor of the lat. 
ö of 
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ter is Arge in the Middle of the Hypo- 
roftrium, the former always on one Side or 
the other, being thus determined by the al- 
ternative Compreſſion of the Muſcles of the 
Abdomen, as they are very much expoſed 
to the Action of thoſe Parts, Moreover in 
three or four Months, the Infant not only 
becomes ſenſibly bigger, but alſo moves in-the 
Uterus; neither of which Qualities are ob- 
ſerveable in the inciſted Tumors. Add to this, 
that the Menſtrua commonly ſubſiſt during theſe 
Tumours, which they rarely do in pregnancy. 

3, They are diſtinguiſhed from a Hydrops 
Uteri, inasmuch as the Tumor of the latter 
s in the Middle of the Hypogaſtrium, equally 
ditends the ſame, and renders it ſmooth, and 
aways doth ſuppreſs the Menſtrua, whilſt they 
ſubſiſt in the preſent Diſeaſe. 

4. They are not caſily diſtinguiſhed from 
2 Sarrbus, eſpecially an incipient or recent 
one, which has not till acquired ſufficient 
Hardneſs. But the Scirrbus is commonly in 
all its Degrees harder and more renitent; and 
tho” you cannot well diſtinguiſh them from 
eich other, the Conſequence will be no way 
prejudicial to the Patient, both being , equally 
ncurable, and requiring the ſame Remedies. The 
only Advantage you can propoſe to your ſelf 
rom, this Diſtinction, conſiſts in making a 
lt Prognoſtic, which is very different with 
Regard to the Conſequences. of both theſe 
„ og 
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Theſe Tumors are very hard, if not impoſ. 
ſible to be cared. For to remove them, the 
obſtructing Matter ſhould be diſſolved, attenu- 
ated and abſorbed. But this is extremely dif. 
ficult, the Humour being on all ſides ſurround. 
ed with a compact firm Capſula, not like that 
of an Ecchymofis, which by the ambient ab. 
ſorbing Veſſels is ſoon reduced into the Courſe 
of Circulation, The Difficulty is till aug- 
mented by the Obſtinacy of the Cauſe; but 
above all, by the Indeſtructibility, if I may 
ſay ſo, of the Capſula, which cannot be re- 
moved by any other Means in the preſent 
Caſe, but by Extirpation: But this has no 
Place in the Tumors of the Uterus. 

Tho' the Difficulty of this Cure is in ge- 
neral very great; yet it changes according to 
the Magnitude, Conſiſtence and Inveteracy of 
the Tumour, If it be ſmall, ſoft and recent, 
it may, by great Care, be reſolved. If large, 
hard and inveterate, it is incurable. For ex- 
ternal inciſted Tumours of this kind rarely 
admit of cure by Reſolution; conſequently 
the Matter is more difficult with Regard to in- 
ternal ones. For at moſt, you cannot expect an 
other Diſcharge, but a ſpurious Suppuration and 
a depraved Pus; whence a ſteatomatous Abſcels 
of which before. This commonly gives Birth 
to Fiſtulæ or ſinuous Ulcers of the Uterus 
and the Ciſt ſtill remaining, always hinders the 


Conſolidation thereof. This proves that the 
4 x: il Prog- 


3 


Prognoſtics of this Evil ſhould «chiefly turn 
pon the Difficulty of curing it. The Sup- 


vation above-mentioned is commonly indu- 
he iced by frequent Child- bearing, touching, com- 
u- eeſling or contuſing the Tumour: - 
if the Evil does not ſuppurate, it is rarely 
d. argerous. For whilſt it remains ſoft and 


miform, it never gives room to the above 


at ; 
1 WMConſequences; nor does it become carcinoma- 
ev, or prejudicial to Life or Health, or cre- 


te any other Accidents, if not ſometimes a 
Hdrops Uters. 


CUuRE. 


You are to expect no other Cure here, but 
d palliative one; nor ſhould a prudent Phyſi- 
tan attempt any other. Wherefore the palli- 
tive Treatment of the Scirrhus, as well the 
adications as Remedies, may be transferred 


of icher, for we have no other to propoſe for 
nt, Ms Cure. Hence you are to order frequent, 
ge, et gentle Purgation; mild Diuretics, parti- 
x- Wſcilarly of the vulnerary Plants. Diluting re- 


hing Remedies combined with Aperitives. 
ty Thus in Spring and Autumn, may be em- 
in- Pboyed for two Months a diuretic Ptiſan, with 
ny WF? bole or Opiat of ſome aperitive Remedy, 
nd WPuticularly of the Ætbiop. fin. Ign. parat. 
fs, lich is excellent. If you are encouraged to 
rt1 Wſiroceed to a radical Cure, make uſe of the 
5; Wwe Remedies we recommended for that 
the N purpoſe in the Scirrbus, as your ſtronger A- 
the Hferitixes, diſcutient Plaſters, &c. always re- 
0g- | membring, 
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membring, as in the Scirrbus, to ſuſpend the 
Uſe of all heating Remedies, if the Pain or 
Heat of the Matrix be augmented, and to ſub. 
ſtitute in, their Place, diluting, cooling, and 
narcotick Medicaments. ; 


.CHraP. XVII. 
U the Cancer of the Uterus. 

Cancer in general, is a hard renitent 

and painful Tumour, or more trial 
ſpeaking, it ſhould be defined a Scirrhus, be- 
come exquiſitely painful: For by the Pan 
alone it chiefly differs from the Scirrhu, 
This general Deſcription of a Cancer agres 
with that of the Urerus. 

The Progreſs of a Scirrbus degenerating 
into a Cancer, is obſerved to be as followeth: 
1. The Scirrbus is ſomewhat painful, and 
ſo imperceptible, that it is not ſenſible with. 
out ſome Compreſſion ; but at laſt it becomes 
acute, and as they ſay, Dolor lancinans, datt- 
ing, as it were, now and then. 2, The Sci 
rhus becomes much larger and more ample, 
and that ſuddenly: So that in the Space dt 
fifteen Days or a Month, it becomes twice, 
by one third bigger than it was before. 3. A on 
grows in Bulk it becomes angular and rugged fra 
or as they ſay, Scabroſus. So that of round 
it becomes uneven and irregular, 4. The * 
bove Angles and Elevations daily become moi 
eminent and ſenſible; the Skin which coves 


it becomes ſinoother, more painful and red. 
4 | 2, Finally, 


» 
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Finally, the Skin is broke, a Fiſſure appears in 
the Cancer, its Lips are everted or retorted, a 
kind of Ichor or acrimonous Seroſity, not Pres, 
flows, therefrom; a ſoft, fungous and ſprout- 
ing Fleſh appears about the Fiſſure, ; 
That all the preceding Symptoms of a Can- 
cer may appear, it is reaſonable to think, that 
the ſcirrhous or obſtructing Matter is rarified; 
otherwiſe, the growing Cancer could not ſo 
ſuddenly ſwell, and become ſo large as we ob- 
ſerve it. But this Rarefaction is irregular, vg. 
lt is not equally in all Parts of the Tumor, 
x the Protuberances thereof ſufficiently prove. 
Moreover, it could not be juſtly ſuppoſed that 
the ſcirrhous Matter was equally diſpoſed and 
hardened, or that there was an equal Reſiſtance 
In all Parts of the Tumor. Nor can you 
my any important Conſequences from the 
tate of the Skin in this Evil, ſeeing it is 


* 


d 


* little or no way changed during the whole 
"Courſe of the Diſorder, till the Tumor be- 
"comes very large, at which Time it is ſome- 


wat inflamed, and is at length burſted. And 
liough this Rarefaction happens in the ſcir- 
Nous Matter, yet it never becomes Pus, but 
ather an acrid Serum expreſſed from the Lym- 
Phatics; for the dried Lymph is ſo hard and 
Ompact, and the Arteries are ſo incruſted and 
ſraitened therewith, that their Oſcillations, 
0 neceſſary for the Formation of Pus, are 
mpeded and almoſt ſuſpended, Nor do I 
pt, in the Explication of this Phenomenon, 
& chimerical Sentiments of the Chemiſts, 

ka e Se. 
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&c. who by their Salts or other fictitiou; 
Principles, endeavour to explain their Fermen- 
tation, On the contrary, I imagine it to be: 
natural Conſequence of the lymphatic or k. 
cteal Matter 1 the Scirrbus in the Matrix, 
put in Motion by ſome occaſional Cauſe. Thus 
we fee that Lime and Water,. though they 
contain no contrary Principles, ferment, and 
_ cloſely join the Stones in a Building, We ſee 
alſo by the Fermentation of the Filings 0 
Iron mixt with Urine, Salt or Garlick, hoy 
it ſwells and cloſely adheres to all the ach. 
cent Bodies, filling up all the Vacua. Such 
a fermentative Quality I admit in the 
ſcirrhous Matter. This Rarefaction, as we re. 
marked, is not equally in all Parts of the Tu- 
mor; and though we ſuppoſed a perfect Ho- 
mogeneity thereof, yet the Cauſe does not 
equally act in the whole: Hence the Angle 
Protuberances, &c. before mentioned. 


CausEs. 


To examine the Cauſes of a Cancer, we 
need only to enquire into the Cauſes of Rare 
faction and Tumefaction, or how the ſcirrhous 
Matter from immoveable and unactive becomes 
moveable and active. The Cauſes capable af 
doing this are reducible two Claſſes. 1. To 
ſuch as excite Motion in the ſcirrhous Maß- 
2. To thoſe which are capable of raiſing col- 
ſiderable Heat therein, without any Motion 
from external Bodies. | 


The 
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he Cauſes of the firſt Claſs are, 1. All 
nde and frequent Contrectation or preſſing of 
the Hand on the Scirrbus; as we find not only 
the Patient, but alſo ſome Surgeons, who fre- 
gently do this. Whence it earlier degenerates 
no a Cancer. 2. Contuſion or Strokes made 
thereon; 3. The too frequent Uſe of powerful 
heating Aperitives or reſolutive Medicaments, 
s Plaiſters, Sc. 4. The too great Acrimony 
f the Blood and Lymph, ahd in general the 
Suppreſſion of faltiſh Excretions, as the Bile, 
Une, Gr. which powerfully irritate and ra- 
ny the Scirrhus. 3 

The Cauſes of the ſecond Claſs are flow Fe- 
or any, other which holds a long Time, 
hiritzous Liquors, Paſſions of the Mind, im- 
moderate Watchings, the Application of hot 

nedies, &c. 


DIFFERENCES. 


The firſt and moſt important Diviſion of a 
ancer is borrowed from the Time which it 
as held, Hence it may be diſtinguiſhed into 
retent or incipient, and into an inveterate 
Ir confirmed Cancer: In the former the Pain 
$ not frequent nor conſiderable; in the latter 
is almoſt continual, and extremely acute, 
Ihe inveterate Cancer may be ſoft, or bard 
d tenitent, according to the Degree of Rare- 
action. The confirmed Cancer is alſo occult 
open: In the firſt, the Skin which covers 
is ſtill whole without any ſenſible Change; 
R 2 in 
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in the ſecond, it is ruptured, and an Ulcer 2 
pears. This Diana is uſeful in the Diags 
noſtics. 

The Degree or Intenſity of Pain offers: 
other Diſtinction. In ſome it is tolerable, 
others violent: Some have been obſerved with 
out any ſenſible Pain. Theſe Varieties depend 
on the Degree of Rarefaction and Number of 
| Neves in the affected Part. 

Another Difference ſprings from the Seat d 
the Cancer in the Matrix, as its Bottom, Nec 
or lateral Parts, &c. ſome Cancers are diſtin 
guiſhed by the Nature of their Spmptoms 
Thus violent Pain, Inſomnia, &c, attend 
ſome, whilſt they hardly appear in others 
Some are characterized from the particular ot 
predominant Vice of the Blood; others fro 
Contuſions, Strokes, &c. which gave the 
Birth; and ſo on of other innumerable Caſes 
of the ſame Kind. But the firſt Difference i 
the moſt important of all, 


” 


SYMPTOMS. 


'The principal Symptom of a Cancer is the 
Pain which attends it ; this may be exceflive 
or. moderate. Whilſt it was a ſimple Sir 
rbus, without Rarefaction of the indurated 
Lymph, the Parts were ſo condenſed and in 
movable, that no Diſtraction or Pain was dt 


ſetvable. But as ſoon as the Tumor beg!"s 
to ſwell, the nervous Fibres are neceſſarily cit 


tended or diſtracted, the Continuatn 
| af 
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which gives Room to an habitual Pain; and ve 

often the ſudden Ebullition of this included 
Matter in ſome Points of the Tumor ex- 
des dartmg Pains. The Oſcillations of the 
uteries are alſo ſometimes very ſenſible in 
his Evil, particularly if it be attended: with - 
Fever, as we learn from the State of the 
hlſe, Beſides theſe various Pains, there are 
likewiſe frequently erratic ones in the Can- 
&, which are communicated to the adjacent 
Pats; nay, propagated to a great diſtance 
tom the Evil, and ' ſometimes the whole 
length of ſome of the Nerves: which are diſ- 
tibuted therein. For we rarely obſerve any 
«ute Pain in general, but is extended farther / 
thn the Action of its Cauſe; all which is 
laufibly explained by the Continuation and 
Communication of the Nerves. 

2. The preceding Pain has alſo its particu- 
ar Effects, and that in Proportion to its Degree 
ad Intenſity : Theſe are Reſtleſſneſs, Watch- 
gs, Indigeſtions, &c. which likewiſe in their 
Turn, produce a flow Fever, Conſumption, ' 
Maraſmus, and the like. Finally, all theſe 
Accidents frequently cauſe a Dropſy of the Ma- 
nx or Abdomen. | * 

If the Cancer be occult, the Matrix diſ- 
charges nothing but a whitiſh Serum; if it be 
Yen, an Effuſion of Ichor or purulent Serum 
& always obſerved, 


. 
— 
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'Disonosrres. 


The Exiſeuee of ts Diſorder ſhould be 
firſt learned; this being once diſcovered, the We 
Species: ſhould be examined next. p 

1. A hard, renitent, and painful Tumor in Wo 

the Hypogaftrium, preceded by an indolent i 
_ Sctrrbus, plainly evinces the Exiſtence of « Wu 
Cancer. Theſe you learn by the Touch, Ex. 
mination of the Patient, and ſometimes by Wi 
Inſpection; ſome Protuberances and varicole WM 
Veins, cauſed. by the Compreſſion of the th 
Scirrbus, appearing in the Vagina, or near A 
the Os Uteri, From the Similitude theſe va- WW 
ricoſe Veſſels appearing on all Sides, and ter- 
minating in the Scirrbus, have with the Sea- e 
Crabb, this Tumor has been called Cancer. pr 

'2; The Species of Cancer are diſcovered, WW"! 
1. If nothing is diſcharged by the Uterus but tu 
a limpid/pellucid Lymph, it is an occult Can- = 

cer; if acrid Serum or Tchor appears, the Bhi 
Cancer is open. 2. By continual and violent Win 
Pain, the inveterate Cancer is diſtinguiſhed WI” 
from a recent one. The other Species of les WI” 
Note, as theſe of the Extenſion, Seat, &c. of [pe 
oy Evil, are eaſily learned. | 100 


eee 


Whether the Cancer Ureri be —— or oc- 


cult, iaxeterate or open, if it be once con- 
fir med, 
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frmed, it is always incurable; though we have 
ome Obſervations which atteſt that there were 
ome Cancers of the Matrix abſolutely cured : 
Yet Lam apt to think, that theſe were rather 
recent and benign Scirrhi, or incipient Cancers, 
wrticularly of the venereal Kind, which a- 
lone admits of a radical Cure; though if it be 
jiveterate, it is as incurable as any Cancet of 
a other Species. 6 1 

The Cancer Uteri being of this Quality, 
no prudent Phyſician will attempt to treat it 
with any other, but with the palliative Me- 
thod. In order to execute this more effica- 
douſly, we ſhould endeavour to know what 
Cancers'continue long, and which kill the Pa- 
tent early. Of the firſt Claſs are all Cancers at- 
ended with little or noPain, which are uniform, 
preſerve the fame Uniformity and Figure a long 
Time, and have few or no Inequalities or Pro- 
taberances, Of the ſecond Claſs, on the con- 
tary are all Cancers which are exquiſitely 
panful, frequently change their Figure, are open 
nd ulcerous, diſcharge abundance of 1chor, 
for theſe ſoon corrode and deſtroy the Matrix; 
wnſequently take away the Patient's Life very 
ſreedity, Theſe Variations therefore confider- 
bly change the Prognoſticks, even with Re- 
fd to the palliative Cure. | 


Cure. 


All the Reſource of Medicine in the Cure 
aka Cancer Uteri, is confined, 1, To the Mi- 
R 4 tigation 
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tigation of the Pain, internally by Narcotics I kt 
exterpally by Anodynes. 2. To the Preven- 
tion of immoderate Hæmorrhages, which are 
ſometimes obſervable in this Evil. 
Io proceed methodically, in fulfilling the 
two precedent Intentions for a palliating Cure 
e mn e ee E 

1. To preſeribe an exact Regimen, forbid. 
ding the Uſe of Fleſh, ſpiritous Liquors, high- 
ſealoned Meats, Sc. the Patient on the con. 
trary muſt be confined: to Rice, Rice- Cream, 
freſh Eggs, Gruels, Pottages, GS. 

2. You are to order a gentle Cathartic, as ian 
Ol. Amygd. dul. or a Dilut. Caſſ. intirely be. 
niſhing ſtrong and irritating Purgatives, {ef 
they may augment the Evil. This Purgation 
ſhould, be performed once a Month. 

3. Bleeding muſt be employed now and 
then; but more abundantly if the Men/trus 
are ſuppreſſed, and if the Heat and Pain ot 
the Matrix be conſiderable, than when the 
Menſtrua flow, and the Pain is quelled, tho 
in all Caſes, it ſhould not be omitted. 

4. Let the other Remedies you employ be 
of the alimentary Kind; otherwiſe, they may 
fatigue and diſguſt the Patient, by their fie- 
quent Exhibition. Wherefore medicinal Broths 
in which you boil Rice, Frogs or Cray-fiſhare 
very uſeful. If the Seaſon and Patient's Co 
ſlitution permit you, let her be confined, for 
intice- Nouriſhment, to Milk alone, taking 
Cows Milk at her Meals, but Aſſes Milk in 


the: Intervals, If ſhe cannot bear the wo 
| et 
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kt Jes in its Place, Ser. Lad. chalybeat, 
oe mixed with the ſecond Lime- water, or with 
the Juices of Sy/ymbr, Agquat, Charefol. or di- 
filled Milk; or finally, gentle, light, vitriolic 
Waters, which will not pall the Stomach. 

We are not to content to ourſelves with in- 
ternal Remedies alone, but we muſt alſo have 
Recourſe:torexternal or topical Remedies, ' as, 
1. Baths and Half-baths, The laſt are pre- 
ſerable, becauſe they gravitate leſs on the Body; 
bat they ſnould be neither too hot nor to cold. 
The former attract the Humours too abun- 
tantly- to the affected Part; the latter excite 
wo great a Conſtriction therein. The former 
Remedies may alſo give Room to mortal Hæ- 
motrhages of the Urerus. 

2, If bathing is not convenient, employ a- 


dane Injections of Succ. Solan, Semperviv. 
a I Corificat. ana. 3 ij. aut 3 in. tepide injic. Theſe 
may be injected alone, or contuſed in a Mortar 
ra Lead, till they become black, being im- 
0 pmegnated with the Particles of that Metal; 
or they become the more anodyne thereby; 
x you may add ſome Drops of Mercury to be 
J ontuſed with the whole, that the Injection may 
! compoſed at the fame Time of the juices, 
„ad Particles of Mercury and Lead; whence 
ei becomes the more efficacious. If you de- 
ee to vary your Formulæ, you may add a 
wall Quantity of Plumb. Calcinat. or what 


10 vill do better ob Sacchar. Saturn. to the ſaid 


in Juice, 


. 
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144 + þ # F : a Þ 
any , C#_ 3 3I* ' # % ; 


250 OF THE'DISEASES 


4 - 


Pecottion' of the ſame Plants; or a ſt 


Decoction of Frogs, or Sea«Crabs; or add the 


Powder of theſe Animals, or of Toads to be 
mixed with Broths, which you may alſo injedt 
When the Pain of the Matrix is violent, 
you are to order in the ſaid Juices, Decoctions 
or Broths, Cerufs. vel Trochiſe. Alb. Rbas Ji, 
aul Syr. pap. Alb, 3 ff. vel 5; j. for every in- 

jection. | ET ; 

If the Cancer be ſeated in the Neck of the 
Womb, or appear in the Vagina, you may 
boil the ſaid Juices" to a proper Conſiſtence, 
or add thereunto, as well as to the mentioned 
Broths and Decoctions, a ſufficient Quantity 
of Wax, to render them more adheſive, that 

they may remain the longer on the affected 

Part. | . | TH 

As to the Remedies which immediately 
check the Pain, they are Narcotics; nay, the 
moſt powerful, frequently repeated, or given 
every fourth Hour; but in a ſmall Doſe, 
The Narcotics which ſhould” be- preſcribed 
here, are Tin##. Anodyn. or Laudan. Liquid. 
from vj. to x. Gut. in the different Liquors 
which the Patient drinks. 

The moſt violent, and commonly mortal 
Accident of this diſorder, is an immoderate 
Hæmorrhage, which ſometimes ſupervenes 
thro the Corroſion of the Blood-veſſels, of 
their Rupture, from the ſadden burſting of the 
Skin, Sc. or from the ſudden Rarefaction of 


the ſcirrhous Matter, the Veins being 1 the 
me 


3 


If you cannot procure the Juice, order 3 
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mne Time varicoſe, or the Arteries aneuriſ- 
matic: So that the Flux is proportional to the 
Diamater of the ruptured Veſſel. It is ſome- 
times: ſo violent, that the Patient inſtantly 
die, or falls into a long Syncape; in whi 
lit, vou are to have more Confidence in ſtopping 
he Hzmorrhage than in all your Remedies; 
ret as. it does not continually hold, you muſt 
have Recourſe to powerful aſtringent or ſtyp- 
tic Remedies, of Which we ſpoke in the im- 
nadetate Menſtrua. Of this Claſs are Sang, 
Dracan. Cret. Brigantin. Pulv. Balauſt. or, 
what is preferable and more in Uſe, A9. 
Rabel, given ad grat. Accidit. in the Patients 
la, &c. Theſe are given internally, _ 
The - external Remedies are frequent Inje- 
tions of Decoct. Balauſt. aut Cort. Granat. 
düed in Forge or Smith's Water; or you 
nay inject Succ. Burſ, Paſtor. Plantag. in 
wich you diſſoloe a ſufficient Quantity of 
W 
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_ the. Dropſy of the Uterus. 
HE: Name Dropſy, would ſeem to in- 
timate only one ſimple Diſorder of the 


Vierus, yet in ſtrictneſs it comprehends four; 
tho” a Dropſy be commonly defined a Colle- 


gow of Water or ſuch like Humour in ſome 


Part 
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Part of the Body; which in the preſent Cafe 
is found in the Matrix, whoſe Dropſy is 
four-fold. ' 1. A Hydrops aſcites of the Ute. 
rus, being like that of the Abdomen. 2, Hy. 
drops Hydaticus, or veſicular Dropſy of the 
fame. 3. Hydrops Tympaniticus, formed by 
Air. 4. The Oedema of the uterine Tunics, 
which may be alſo called Anaſarca, Leuce- 
Pblegmatia, or &dematons Dropſy of the L. 
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terus. Theſe four Kinds of Dropſy are juſtly . 
diſtinguiſhed in the Matrix; for their Reality WW 
is averred by Experience and Obſervations; the WW p 

Water and Veſicles, or Hydatides in the two 
firſt Kinds being frequently diſcharged, and the Ne 
Diſorders thereby cured; or they are diſcovered WC 
in the Matrix as well as the Oedema, after WU 
the Patient's Death. As to the Air, its Exi- WC; 
ſence in the Matrix is as authentically proved WW n: 
by the ſame Experiments; but particularly in WW 
the venereal Action, wherein it is ſometimes ba 
abundantly diſcharged. Now to the Explica WW! 
tion of each of theſe Species in particular. V 
1. Hydrops Aſcites: The Cauſes of this WAN 1! 
Droply evidently appear by conſidering the 8 
Structure of the Organ. In general, this E- N 
vil cannot be formed without the Concurrence Bhi thr 
of two Cauſes. 1. A Diſtillation of Serun s: 
or Lymph into the Cavity of the Matrix. Wi Ly 
2: The Obſtruction of its Orifice ; both . 
which we ſhall explain in Order. 1. The bsc 
Lymph diſtils into the Matrix by Tranſudi- 50 
tion thro the Tunics of its Veſſels, or by Fi- - 
\ 


tration thro' the uterine. Veſicles. As to the 
FARE Tranſudation, 


rener 
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Tranſudation, it requires no great Detail, ſee- 
ng Lower's Experiment has ſufficiently proved 
tat it never happens, but when the Circula- 
ion of the Blood or Lymph is intercepted in 
any Part. Theſe Humours being once retard- 
ed or impeded in their Courſe, they neceſſa- 
ny diſtend their reſpective Veſſels. | The Coats 
of theſe Veſſels thus enlarged, afford a Paſſage 
thro' the dilated Interſtices of their Fibres, to- 
te diſtending Lymph; whence it iſſues qua 
lata porta, By the ſame Mechaniſm hap- 
en the Dropſies of the Breaſt and Abdomen. 

Theſe Principles once laid down, it is eaſily 
conceived, that the uſual Impediments of the 
Circulation of the Lymph and Blood in the 
Vterus, are the ſcirrhous Tumours, Tubercles, 
licatrices, hard Calloſities, inciſted Tumours, 
tay, violent and repeated Convulſion of the ſame 
Oman, whereby its Fibres acquire at length an 
tabitual or permanent Contraction. 2. The 
Philtration of the Lymph thro' the uterine 
Velicles doth happen by the ſame Mechaniſm. 
Theſe are intended by Nature, as we fre- 
quently - remarked, for the Secretion of the 
Milk: But if this becomes too liquid and Serous, 
ho a redundant Lymph, and that the Matrix 
8 at the ſame Time conſiderably relaxed, the 
Lymph or Serum will be preternaturally effuſed 
ato the Cavity of the Matrix. This Accident 
scommon in an habitual Fluor Albus or Lym- 
fbaticus. ' But, as we obſerved before, it is not 
enough that the Serum is diſcharged into this 
Cavity, if it be not retained therein ; wherefore 


we 
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we come to the fecond Claſs of Cauſes, of 
thoſe which obſtruct the Os Uter:. 

All the Orifices or Paſſages of the human 
Body are ſtopped or effaced only, by three 
Cauſes, 1. By Obſtruction. 2. By Compre. WW"! 
| fron, 3. By Conſttiction. 1. Every Obſtry. Wh 
ion is produced by a viſcid glutinous Matter, 
as it happens hete. 2. The Compreſſion is 
owing to Scirrbi, Tubercles, Calloſities, and 
ſuch like Tumors of the Matrix. z. Con. 
ſtriction proceeds from the convulſive and per- 


"= manent Contraction of the Fibres of the Ma- 
trix, as we obſerve in exceſſive Venery : Seve. i 
ral obſervations confirm the Reality of all theſe " 


| Cauſes. But you muſt not expect that the 
Obſtruction, Compreſſion, and Conſtriction of 
this Organ, always concut to the Production 
of this Dropſy, tho' ſometimes two or more 
of them may be combined together. Vet one 
alone, as the Obſtruction or Compreflion, &c. 
along with the Obturation of the Os Uteri, is 
ſufficient to create it; for without the laſt, the 
Water will iſſue out as faſt as it is diſcharged 
into the Matrix; conſequently no Dropſy will 
happen, as we ſee in an habitual Fluor Lymplu- 
ticus. We alſo find that the Os Uter! is ſtopped, 
without any Dropſy in Conſequence thereof; 
becauſe the Lymph does not diſtill into the 
Matrix, fo the Obſtruction of its Orifice, and 
the Tranſudation of the Serum at the fame 
Time, ſhould concur, to give Riſe to the Dil- 
order. | 

2. Hye 
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2. Hydrops Matricis Hydatidicus, This 


I conſiſts in a great Number of Veſicles of a 
an Wer thin, membranaceous and pellucid Tex- 
del ue, filled with a tranſparent Serum or Lymph. 
e Antients were ſurprized at theſe turgid, 


and as it were floating Bodies, for want of 
knowing their Origin. But modern Anatomy 
; Wis diſperſed this Cloud, by informing us that 
aa bey are nothing elſe, but the ſwelled Inter- 
lies betwixt the Valvulæ of the lymphatic 
Veſſels, thro' ſome Obſtructions formed in or 
rar theſe Valves; ſo that the Number of lym- 
tatic Veſiculæ is proportional to that of the 
 WMdlirudted Veſſels. The intercepted Courſe of 
bel ie Lymph therefore is owing to the Com- 
of Wirfion or Obſtruction of the lymphatic Veſ- 
n Ws: But this Compreſſion muſt be very gen- 
re We, or capable to comprets only the moſt ten- 
e er and yielding Veſſels, ſuch as the Lympha- 
„es; for if the Blood-Veſſels were compreſſed 
„eeby, a ſanguine Inflammation would rather 
ne ipervene. Theſe Principles once laid down, it is 
d eident, that Hydatides may be as well en- 
ill Wfrodred in the Matrix, as in any other Part 
be Body; ſeeing that Organ is abundantly 
d, Whiniſhed with Lymphatics, particularly in 
H; concave Part, where the dilated Veſſels 
he ret leſs Reſiſtance: Nor is the Occluſion of 
nd e Os Uteri neceflary for the Formation of 
nc Ns Kind of Dropſy, ſeeing the Serum is in- 
add in thoſe Receptacles. All this is found- 

upon Experience, as we are aſſured. More- 
-, Obſervations tell us, that theſe lympha- 
tic 


E 
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tic Veſicles have been frequently diſcharged oy 
of the Matrix; others ſuſtaining a contrary & 
timent, affirm, that they are deſtroyed or burſteg 
therein, and their Contents only expreſſed, the 
thin Membranes ſtill adhering to the Matrix 
on whoſe Surface theſe pendulous Bodies were 
obſerved, as they ſay; but I doubt yery muc 
the Reality of ſuch Veſicles. I have, I own 
met with a Patient, who waited on a Lad 
of Quality; this Patient had a growing Ty 
mour in the Region of the Uterus; but 
did not know to what to attribute it, She 
conſulted me, I examined her Diſorder, anc 
as I thought, I diſcovered an Infant in the 
Womb: Yet as the Caſe was very doubtful 
J durſt not make any decifive Judgment there 
upon, eſpecially till I learned more of the Pi 
tient's Miſtreſs, Sc. becauſe ſhe told me that 
ſhe was not married, which rendred the Mat 
ter the more delicate; but for want of farthe 
Informations at that Juncture, and being nh 
portuned by the Patient, I was obliged to pre 
ſcribe ſome Remedies to amuſe her till m. 
next Viſit, which was ſoon after; at whicl 
Time the Patient told me, to my Aſtonilh-h;, 
ment, that my Remedies did Miracles, anc 
that ſhe diſcharged ſomething ex traordinat 
out of the Womb. This Iexamined, and found 
it to be an Infant, with hisInteguments intir1)Mili 
covered with Hydatides ; which when I E 
ed her, ſhe acknowleged that ſhe was mal 
ried, and that ſhe was obliged to conceal f 


leſt her Miſtreſs ſhould not receive her * 
| | ict 
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her Service, if ſhe knew any thing of the 
Matter. This Effect of my Remedies ſur- 
rrized me the more becauſe they were v 
gentle, indifferent Things, which I ordered 
with no other View but to borrow more Time. 
This Accident; with a great many more of 
he fameKind, which I have obſerved, convinced 
neat length, that the Hydatides of the Matrix 
were of this Species, vi. formed in the Integu- 
ments of the Infant, or Mola; and that the 
jmphatic Veſicles formed in the very Ma- 
jrix, are either fictitious, or at leaſt ſeldom 
blerved. | 

3. Tympanites or Hydrops Tympaniticus. 
his Dropſy of the Matrix is as real as any 
if the former. It is a windy Tumour, and 
has been frequently miſtaken for Pregnancy. 
It may be formed two Ways: 1. By the fim- 
ple Rarefaction of the Air in the Cavity of 
e Matrix, or in its Fluids. 2. By its Fil- 
tation into this Cavity. 

1, It is as reaſonable to think, that the Air 
þ by Heat elevated and diſingaged from the 
tumours diſtilled into the Cavity of the Ma- 
"x, as it is from boiling Water by the Heat 
Fire; ſeeing many Experiments prove the 
niſtence of a great Quantity of Air in both 
Humours. To this Affection Women of a hot 
ious and acrid Temperament are very ſub- 
et; ſuch as are diſpoſed to frequent venereal 
onvulſions have a Phlogoſis of the Uterus, 
at the Time of Menſtruation, . or a Py 
8 ot 
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hot and eryſipelatous Itching of the ſame Or. 
. ..: | | 
92 The Air may be collected in the Cavity 
of the LUrerus by Filtration; for as the Blood, 
contains a great Quantity of aerial Particles, 
why ſhould not they be ſecerned therefrom, 
as well as the Bile, Urine, and all other Secre. 
tions? This is no Conjecture, but Matter of 
Fact; for we find a certain Quantity of Air 
in the internal Ear, or in the Canales Seni. 
circulares. This ſome Authors call Aer Jn- 
natus, being contained there from our very 0. 
rigin. Yet this Air has no Communication 
with the external Air; for I don't underſtand 
here the Air of the Cavitas Tympani, which 
communicates with the external Air by the 
the Aquæduct of Silvius. But this Air grows 
in proportion to the Organ, or Receptacle 
which contains it; conſequently it is ſecerned 
from the Blood. The ſame Thing may be 
ſaid of ſome freſh-water Fiſhes, which have 
a Veſicle full of Air in the Cavity of thel 
Ear, which encreaſes in Proportion to the 
Growth of the Animal. Do not we obſerve 
the ſame Thing in the human Body? Fo 
what is the Tumour of the Teſticles callec 
Pneumatocele, but a Collection of Air betwi 
the Membranes of thoſe Organs? Yet all th 
muſt be neceſſarily derived from the Blood 
and lodged in thoſe Parts by Filtration. Bu 
how comes this to paſs? It happens as ofie 
as the Blood is, 1. Dry, reſinous, and dell 
tute of Seroſity to a certain Degree. 2. uy 
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the Pores of the uterine Glands or other Veſ- 
ſls are dry; for then the Air eaſily eſcapes. 
Theſe two Principles once laid down, nothing is 
afer than to conceive the Filtration of the 

ur in the ſaid Caſes. 5 | 5s 

4, Oedema, Hydrops Oedematoſus, or Anaſarca 
Matricis. This is obſerveable in an inveterate 
Flur Albus; and happens by the ſame Me- 
chaniſm as the Oedema of the Feet, &c, 
whoſe Explication is very caſy, and which we 
me frequently hinted at. 


SYMPTOMS. 


Theſe Accidents have nothing particular 
um the Dropſies of other Parts, in general, 

1, The Volume of the Uterus is augmented 
all theſe Species of Droply. 

2 The Weight of this Organ grows in 
Proportion to its Bulk in all the Dropfies, but 
the Tympanites. 

. The Patient cannot walk without great 
Vificulty, She alſo fuffers by lying on the 
ell Side, thro' the Diſtraction of the diſtend- 
Uterus, which in that Situation is not ſup» 
4 Her Reſpiration is very difficult, the Di- 
Mragm being preſſed into the Cavity of the 
aſt by the Volume of the Uterus. This 
Vficulty is ſometimes ſo great, that the Pa- 
ent is threatened with Suffocation, whence 
e cannot fit upright in her Chair. 

S 2 LY F 1 
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F. Finally, this Dropſy frequently becom 
univerſal, induces ſlow Fever, Maraſinus, Ge 


DiIAGNOST ICs. 


A Detail of the diagnoſtic Signs of this Di 
order, is not only long but intricate; for th 
Dropſy of the Uterus fhould be, 1. Diſti 
guiſhed from that of the Abdomen or Aſcite 
from Pregnancy, Scirrbi, and all other Ty 
mours of the Matrix. 2. All the Species 
this Dropſy ſhould be diſhinguiſhed from ei 
other. | 

1. The Dropſy of the Matrix is diſtingui 
ed from that of the lower Belly, by the Ex 
tenſion of the Tumour ; which in the form: 
is prominent, circumſcribed, round, and co 
fined to the Region of the Uterus; whilſt 
the latter, the whole Abdomen is equally tum 
fied. In the Dropſy of the Uterus the Tumo 
is always ſpherical, whether it be recent « 
inveterate; but in the incipient Dropſy oft 
Abdomen, the Belly is flat. Moreover, 
_ examining the Matrix, by the Touch, of 
the Help of the Speculum Uteri, if the Droj 
ſy be confined to the Abdomen, the Os U! 
and other Parts of the Matrix are in 
natural State and Situation; but if it be 
Dropſy of this Organ, the Vagina, 0. 1 
rinum, Gc. are ſoft, relaxed, and this 
fice conſiderably depreſſed or advanced in 
the Vagina, by the proper Weight of 


Matrix. 
9 2. Th 


OF WOMEN, 22861 
2. This Dropſy has been very frequently 
onfounded- with Pregnancy, nor are they ea- 
fly diſtinguiſhed: Yet 1. By examining the 
State of the Uferus, the Matter is not ſo dif- 
icult; for in the Dropſy it is perfectly round 
nd ſpherical ; but in Pregnancy, the Infant's 
Head makes a ſenſible Elevation near the Na- 
x, whilſt the reſt of the Region of the Womb 
x flat, 2. Theſe two Caſes are diſtinguiſhed 


Menſtrua are intirely ſuppreſſed, but ſeldom 
n Pregnancy, before the ſecond or third 
Month. About the third or fourth Month, the 
ymptoms of Pregnancy, which preceded, 
alſo help to diſtinguiſh theſe two Affections; 
beſe Symptoms, I ſay, vaniſh about that Time: 
but they daily augment with the growing 
Dropſy, in which alſo the Breaſts are ſoft and 


al, wait till the third or fourth Month of 
Freenancy,” and the Motion of the Infant in 
de Womb will - deciſively convince you of 

de Truth. | 
3 The Dropſy of the Uzerus is diſtinguiſh- 
d from the Scirrbi and ſcirrhous Tumours 
f the ame Organ, in as much as theſe Tu- 
outs are always in the Sides, never in the 
ddle of the Matrix, as the Dropſy appears. 
oreover, the Volume of theſe Scirrbi is 
nuch leſs than that of the Dropſy: They 
alſo irregular, and never round as this 
proply, Finally, by the Touch we diſcover 
oy theic 


by their Symptoms; for in the Dropſy, the 


laccid, whilſt they are full and ſwelled in - 
Tenancy. If all theſe Signs be till equivo- 
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their ſuperior Hardneſs, Renitency and Inc- 
quality; while the uterine Dropfy is ſoft, yields 
to the Touch, and is regularly ſpherical, 
The Species of the Dropſy of the Utery; 
are diſtinguiſhed from each other, as follow. 
eth: 1. The Aſcites, veficular Dropſy and 
Oedema of this Organ, are diſtinguiſhed by 
their greater Weight and Diſtraction, from th 
Tympanites of the ſame Part. Moreover, thi 
windy. Tumour grows larger or ſmalter, ac 
cording to the Degrees of Heat or Cold, tc 
which the Patient is expoſed ; For Heat tarife 
the included Air and augments the Tumour; 
but Cold condenſes the Air and leſſens the Tu 
mour; as we obſerve in a Bladder filled wit 
Air and expoſed to the ſame Varieties of Hea 
and Cold. But none of theſe Phenomena arc 
obſervable in the other Species of this Droply 
As to the Diſtinction of the Aftites and vel 
cular Dropſy of the Matrix, the Symptom: 
of both being the ſame, I know no Methoe 
of fixing it; ſo I leave it to be decided | 
your own. good Senſe, Knowledge of the Par 
and a ſtrict Scrutiny, The Oedema of the U 
terus is diſtinguiſhed from all the other Kinds 
of Dropfy, by the continual Fluor Albus dt 
Lymphaticus, which attends it; the Os Uteri 
is open and relaxed, but the Tumour alway! 
ſubſiſts. ; 


Pro 
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Preevosvries 


The Dropty of the Urtrus is very aifficle 
p be removed for two Reaſons, 1. By its own 
Nature. 2. By its Cauſes. For what is more 
cult, not only to diſcover, but alfo to cure 
an the Scirrhous Tumors, Tubercles, Ob- 
tion, Relaxation, &c. of the Matrix. The 
Nature of the Diſorder affords alſo very little 
pes of a Cure. For how difficult is it to re- 
we the return the ſtagnant Seroſities into the 
od, to prevent its future Extravaſation, and to 
hook the remaining Lymph? If you except 
4 few, the reſt of the Prognoſtics are 
Lande with the Aſcites of the lowet Belly. 
Beſides the Obſtinacy and Danger of this 
Norder, with Regard to its Nature and Cau- 
5 it — Rill worſe, if we confider its Conſe- 
For what is more threatning than 
ly, Leucophlegmatia, flow Fe- 
„ Mergſmus, Se. which are the natural 
Mpring of an inveterate Dropſy of the Uterus. 
lireover” the Conſequences of the Cauſes are 
Fatal: Such are Cancers, ſpurious Suppura- 
Oc. which ſupervene from the Sctrrhous 
Weides, Se. of this Organ. 
But this-Dropſy in General is not ſo dan- 
Frous as that of the Abdomen, for the Quan- 
tf of ſtagnant Serum is leſs here: Conſe- 
nently the Patient, as Experience proves, will 
Port it the longer. Moreover in the Drop- 
of the Matris: the Serum acts only in one 
84 Part. 


. 
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Part. But in that of the Abdomen all the Part: I 
therein contain'd ſuffer by Putrefaction, Gan. Ml i 


grene, &c. Finally, the Cauſes of the abdomi- 
nal Dropſy are commonly more inveterate, 2 
are the Obſtructions, Scirrbi, Ec, of the 
Liver. | 

In the next Place we are to conſider the yz 
rious Dangers, Advantages or Diſadvantages of 
the different Species of this Dropſy. Thus, 
the moſt tolerable and leaſt dangerous of all i 
the Tympanites, For it does not ſo muc 
incommode the Patient in her daily Labours 
being light and ſupportable. 2. The Hydry 
Hygatidicus is fomewhat worſe, but not ſ 
troubleſome or dangerous as the Aſcites Uter! 
becauſe the Serum is contained in thoſe Velicle 
whereby its Action on the Surface of the Ma 
trix is prevented: Yet the Weight is muc 
the ſame in both Kinds. 3. The Oedema 15 n 


in Degree of Danger and Inconveniency, which de 

has the Effects we explained in the Fluor Iyn io; 

pbaticus; yet it is in ſame Reſpects leſs dang ©! 

rous than the preceding, 4. And laſtly, tiny"! 

worſt and moſt pernicious of all is the Ait lie 

Uteri, For the extravaſated Serum relax ve 

more and more the Matrix, corrodes its Sui "1s 

ſtance and finally throws it into a Gange 

ar Sphacelus; whence inevitable Death. as 
| « 

8 5 Cau; 

| | CURE, (crib 

The Cure of the Hydrops Uteri is not on 3 


long but conſuſed. For there are four diſtin 


Die 
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Diſorders, as we obſerved, , to be treated there- 
in. Yet for the Sake of Order, and to abridge the 
Cure, I ſhall, 1. refer the Treatment of the 
Hydatides to that of the Mola. 2. The Hy- 
drops Oedematoſus I have treated in ſpeaking 
of the Fluor Lympbaticus. Wherefore, Þ'll 
ſpeak at Preſent only of the Aſcites & Tympa- 
mites Uters. wy args int) 

In the Cure of the Aſcites we ſhould pro- 
poſe to, our ſelves two Views, 1. to remove the 
Obſtructions or Impediments of the Os Uteri, 
which is a kind of Puncture. If this cannot 
be performed, we are to come to the next 
View. 2. To return or abſorb the ſtagnant 
derum into the Courſe of Circulation. 

The firſt Indication is fulfilled by the Help 
of a Canula introduced into the Os Uteri. This 
luſtrument ſhould be obtuſe, round and perfo- 
ated in its Sides, not in its very Extremity, leſt 
the viſcid Matter in the Os Uteri, &c. ſhould 
ſop or obſtruct it. This Operation is very 
aly, if the ſaid Orifice be only obſtructed 
vith a mucilaginous viſcid Humour. But if 
he Paſſage be ſtopped by Compreſſion from 
deirrbi, Tubercles, Cicatrices or the like, 
tis almoſt impracticable, thro' the Reſiſtance 
od the Tumors. If you are fo happy as to 
perform this Operation, the next Thing that 
naturally preſents it ſelf is to remove the 
Cauſes. But if you miſcarry, you muſt pre- 
(cribe ſome other Methods of opening the Paſ- 
ze and diſcharging the Water, which is 
lmetimes done by hard riding, or violent 
| 5 Shocks 
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Shocks otherwiſe procured ; none of which ate 
fo efficacious as the Canula, yet you muſt 
have Recourſe to them. Such are Cathar- 
tics, Emetics, or if theſe wont be ſuffici. 
ent, you may order acrid irritating Remedies, 
which ſtimulate the Matrix, and throw it 
into convulſive Contractions, that thereby the 
Water contained in its Cavity, may be expreſ- 
fed. Thus we order ſtimulating Remedies 
to be injected into the Rectum, in order to pro- 
mote its Contraction and the Excluſion of its 
Contents. Three different Forms of Remedies 
are employed for this Purpoſe. viz; Injection, 
Peffaries, and Perfumes. | 

Theſe Injections are made of Decoct. Rad. 
Afar. Fin. Sem. Sabin. zj. Calaminth. Pug, j. 
add. ſi neceſſe et, Sem. Cumin. Pug. j. Let the 
whole Injection conſiſt only of four or five 
Ounces; adding to every Injection a little of 
ſome irritating Oil, as Ol, Irin. 

If you obſerve the Water to diſtil never ſo 
little, you may continue the Uſe of theſe Re- 
medies. If not you may have Recourſe to 

Peſſaries made of Pulv. Colocinth. Zi. Sat. 
Petr, Iſſ. Mec hoacan. 3j. boiled with Honey, 
or Pulv. Rad. Ciclamin. Ejul. Ana zj. Sem. Ni- 
gel. Rom. An ij. which you alſo prepare with 
Honey. "Theſe you convey into the Vagina 
or Rectum. | 
- Perfumes or Suffumigations are likewiſe 
made of the ſame Remedies reduced to pow- 
der, adding the Powder of Nutmeg, all which 
you ſprinkle on the Coals, that their Fumes 
* may 
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may be received into the Vagina. Theſe do 
powerfully excite the Contractions of the Ure- 
rus, ſo as to cauſe very frequent and abundant 
pollutions. But the Canula is ſtill preferable to 
al of 3 if all theſe Methods fail of 
promoting the Eruption of the Water, to try 
Means you muſt ſtill recur to e 
certain and tedious Remedies, ſuch as 

1, Strong Cathartics of the Claſs of Hydra- 
gogues, as the Circumſtances will demand. Of 
this kind are Turbith, gummos. Diagryd. Me- 
cboacan. Scammon. Falap. &c. You are always 
to begin with a ſmall Doſe, ſtill augmenting 
the fame pro re nata, v. g. you begin with 
| Jalap or Scammony to xv Grains only. But I 
would always recommend to add ſome Salt 
to every Doſe of theſe reſinous Purgatives, 
that they may adhere the leſs to the Inte-- 
ſtins. Sal. Tart. to x Grains is uſeful here. 

Some recommend the Ag. Vit. German. as 
a very efficacious Hydragogue. This is the 
Tin&ture of Falap. and 1rid. Florentin. extra- 
ded with Spirit of Wine. Its Doſe is from 
ij to Zvj. or as ſome give it to 3j. 

In the Intervals of Purgation, the Patient 
ſhould uſe aperitive Broths of Rad. Eryng. 
Anon, Rub, Tinctor. Petroſelin. Ap. an Ounce 
of each, if you employ but three at a Time. 
Oryou may make theſe Broths of Fol. Cherefol. 
Yymbr. aquat. Scolopendr. Ceterac. imo Capill. 
anum, To theſe you may add, if you like, 
Milleped. Sal. Glauber. Arcan. duplicat. Some 
Phyſicians of more Affurance'add Fol. Sabin. 

5 to 
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to the ſame Broths, but they are too irritating, 
therefore I never make uſe of them for this 
Purpoſe, 
If the Patients Diſorder or Taſte demands 
other Remedies, you may vary your Preſcrip- 
tions, and order Boles of the aperitive Prepa. 
rations of Iron or Mercury, which 1 think (uf- 
- ficient to propoſe in General, having treated of 
the particular Remedies of thoſe Claſſes in the 
Scirrhi, &c. of the Uterus, To theſe you 
may add. Pulv. Milleped. Sal. Glaubr. Arcan. 
quplicat, or, what ſome infinitely eſteem and 
recommend as a great deobſtruent and diuretic, 
Borax to xxv. gr. it is frequently combined 
with 'Pulv, Croc. orient. ad gr. xij. quib. add, 
Parum Pulv. Sabin. But I would adviſe you 
to be always very careful in the Quantity of 
. ambiguous Remedies, ordering rather a half 
than the full Doſe of them, 1 
Sudorifics ſhould not be neglected in the Cure 
of this Diſorder. $o, you may recommend 
the Fuſcul. Viperin. Decoction of the Woods, &. 
Next to theſe Remedies, you are to employ, 
1. Fomentations and half Baths of the De- 
coctions of Bryon, Cucum. Silveſtr. Bacc. Lair, 
& Juniper. Fel. Agrimon. Flor. Ebul. or theſe 
may for Efficacy's Sake, be boiled in a Lixiviun 
Sarmentor. nor would I recommend this Bath 
to aſcend higher than to the Patients Privities 
or Offa Pubis. 2, Clyſters ex Decoct. Matricar. 
Artemis, & Puleg. quib. add. Ol. Nuc.For this 
is a powerful Diuretic. 3. Plaſtets applied to 
the Region of the Uerus ; tho ther wry 
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is weakned by the: Number of Integuments 
which cover the affected Part; yet they are 
uſeful. The moſt in Vogue for this Purpoſe, 
is Emplaſtr. de Bacc. Laur. which is alſo a 
conſiderable Diuretic. | 

Theſe are all the Remedies I know for the 
Cure of the Aſcites Uteri, The internal Reme- 
dies hitherto mentioned are principally employ- 
ed when the Canula has no Effect on the Os 
Uteri; which, I own are very tedious and of 
2 doubtful Iſſue. But that Operation is the 
chiefeſt and moſt curative, ſeeing it procures 
a Paſſage for the Diſcharge of the Serum as 
faſt as it is diſtilled into the Cavity of the Ma- 
trix. As for the Puncture of the Uterus in 
any other Part when the Canula has no Effect, 
| would not recommend it: Becauſe it is, at 
moſt, 1, But a palliative Remedy. 2. It can 
hardly be performed without Violence in this 
Caſe, the Matrix being naturally of a very 
hard and compact Texture. 3. The Conſe- 
quences of Puncture in a nervous ſenſible Part, 
as the Matrix is, are known to all the World 
to be very pernicious. Before I quit this Sub- 
ect, it will not be amiſs to ſay ſomethin 
of the Treatment of the Tympanites Uteri; 
which in general is much the ſame with the pre- 
cedent, their Cauſes being much the ſame, only 
that the Conſtitution of the Blood in the Tym- 
pamtes requires ſome particular Reflections, be- 
ing very dry and reſinous; conſequently is diſ- 
poſed to create Heat or Inflammation in the 
Uterus. Wherefore its Remedies, _— 

me 
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fame with the foregoing, demand ſome par- 
ticular Modifications with Regard to that In. 
flammatory Diſpoſition, So the Cathartics 
and Aperitives employed in this Species ſhould 
be milder than thoſe uſed in the former. Nor 
ſhould they be ever exhibited without the 
Uſe of Diluents, which ſhould be very fre- 
2 Here you may employ full Baths to 
the very Neck, even of warm Water: For no- 
thing is more efficacious and agreeable to the 
Patients Condition: Afterwards you may re- 
commend mineral Waters. 
If the Urerus be hot and painful, and that 
a Fever, high Pulſe, &c. are kindled, ſuſpend 
the Uſe of all heating and aperitive Remedies, 
bleed frequently, let the Patient drink abun- 
dantly of cooling diluting Liquors ; nay you 
may confine her, if Neceſſity require, to Milk 
Diet alone, | 


CH AP. XXI. 
Of the Procidentia Uteri. 


HIS is alſo called Prolapſus, Deſcenſus, 

I Ge. Uter:. It is a very common Diſot- 
der. The Uterus therein preſents itſelf in the 
Vagina, betwixt the Labia Pudendorum, ot 1s 
intirely prominent and viſible out of the Vulva. 
The vaginal Membrane may have theſe 
different Degrees of a Prolapſus, as its thin and 


corrugated Texture proves, when viſible, Some- 
times 
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imes it is the very Body of the Matrix that 
pears thus. Hence there are two Kinds 
of Procidentia to be remark'd here, the one 
of the Vagina, the other of the Uterus. The 
Part of the Vagina that falls out is only a 
Duplicature commonly of one Part of its 
ternal Membrane. As to the Uterus, tho 
ts Body thus appears, it is never inverted, as 
ome Authors imagine. 


CaUusEs. 


1, A Part or Portion of the Vagina falls out, 
o its Relaxation and Diſtention, juſt as Part 
the Membrane of the Inteſtins falls out in the 
Anus of Children, thro' its Laxity. The 
(ſes of this Relaxation are difficult Births 
of all Kinds, whether thro' the ill Situation 
of the infant in the Womb, his monſtrcus Size, 
Cc, or any other Caſe that requires the violent 
Introduction of the Midwife's Hand. Thus 
de external Tunic of the Vagina is over di- 
ended, relaxed, and as it were gathered into 
folds, whilſt the internal or carnous Tunic 
contracts itſelf. Hence the Former is by De- 
mes lengthened and advanced to the Vulva. 


TY RV wu x 


5, 

- WY {ic ſame Thing may proceed from an habi- 
ne dl Fluor Albus of the Matrix or Vagina. 
bor the Vagina is hereby perpetually bathed 


nd relaxed. Hence we rarely obſerve an in- 
ſc WW "fterate Fluor Albus without a Procidentia 
ad eri. As the Alvi Procidentia happens in 
e- Conſequence of habitual ſerous Diarrhceas, or 
cs n weak and reduced Subjects. 2. The 
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2. The Matrix falls out of its Place, yet 
is never inverted, as we ſaid before. But its 
Weight puſhes and advances the vaginal Mem. 
brane before it, ſo that its Body appears ex- 
ternally, with the Os Uteri externum expoſed 
to the Eye and Tact. Nor is it probable that 
this great and compact Body ſhould be ſo re- 
laxed and diſpoſed, as to paſs thro' this Orifie 
in its Inverſion, as ſeveral Authors would hare 
it, for Reaſon and Experience run counter to 
their Sentiment; yet they zealouſly ſuſtained 
not only this Syſtem, but alſo ſought for ſome 
Cauſes of Relaxation in the Ligaments of this 
Organ, whoſe Laxity, they pretend, gives 
Room to the Procidence of the Uzerus, being 
incapable to retain it any longer in its proper 
Situation. But tho! I granted theſe Authors 
their darling Relaxation, it would prove no- 
thing. For theſe Ligaments, tho' well con- 
ditioned, particularly the round ones, contri: 
bute rather to pull down the Matrix. As to 
the broad Ligaments, being a Production of 
the Peritonæum, they are always ſo lax as to 
be incapable of ſuſpending ſuch a weight) 
Body as the Matrix. What I have advanced 
about the Function of the Ligamenta rotunds 
is evident to any ſenſible Perſon, by conſidering 
their Direction, Origin and Inſertion, as Ana- 
tomy - teaches, Wherefore I hold that the 
Matrix is retained in its natural Place and 
Situation by the ambient Parts, its Adheſion 
thereunto, and its own Bulk, Juſt as tit 


Inteſtins are in their proper Place by the ei 
vironnig 
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ſroning Parts without the Help of any Li- 
ments: But when the Vaginaà is ſo relaxe 

s to give way to the incumbent Weight o 

the Uterus, a Procidentia of this Organ will 
pervene; juſt as a Rupture of the Inteſtines 
both happen in Conſequence. of the Relaxa- 
ton of the Annuli of the abdominal Muſcles. 
© that according to the Intenſity of this Re- 
kxation the different Degrees of Rupture, ac, 
Procidentia will arrive. The Genuine Cauſes 
lterefore of the Uter: Procidentia are ſuch; as 
crate the Relaxation and Diſtention of the, 
[agina; as all difficult Births which require 
be Introduction of the Midwife's Hand; has, 
tual Fluor Albus; and the reſt as in the 
Cuſes of the Relaxation of the Vagina. 


lfection, it appears that Virgins and ſuch, as 


oer underwent the Operations, Births, Cc. 
1- ¶ boreſaid are very rarely ſubject to this Diſorder; 


{2 conſiderable Vice of Conformation of their 


of bes of Generation does not concur thereunto. 
obe preceding vicious Diſpoſitions of the Ma- 
rand Vagina once laid down, the occaſional. 
cd Cauſes which promote as well the Rupture, of. 
% elnteſtines, as the ProcidentiaUteri, are violent 
ing aghing, as in inveterate Rheums; vehement 
na- rezing, Vomiting, repeated and ſtrong Con- 
the ectons of the Diaphragm and abdominal 
and loſcles in the Excretion of the Fæces; Strokes, 
ion ntufions, or Falls on the Region of the 
the rut, &c. But theſe Cauſes alone and. of 


emſelves are incapable of producing this Diſ- 
: + ie * order; 


* 


From what we have hitherto ſaid of this. 
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order; ſo the preceding Difpofitions are eſſen- 


 DIiFFERENCES. 


The Procidentia Uter; is twofold, The 
one of the internal Membrane of the Vagina; 
the other of the Body of the Womb. Each 
of theſe Species is threefold, or rather compre- 
hends three Degrees of Prolapſus. Thus the 
Fall of the vaginal Membrane is incipient, 
when a Duplicature or Fold thereof begins 
to advance in the Vagina: It is incomplete 
When the Membrane begins to appear near the 
Orifice of the Vagina: And finally complete 
when it falls quite out of the Vagina and ap- 
pears like a fleſhy Bag. The Prolapſus of the 
Body of the Uterus may go thro' the ſame 
Degrees, till - it appears likewiſe externally 
Thus the Rupture of the Inteſtines is {aid to 
be incipient, when they form'a ſmall Tumor 
in the Annuli of the abdominal Muſcles. It 
is incomplete, when the Inteſtines are a little 
advanced into the Production of the Perits- 
næum, which covers the ſpermatic or ſemina 
Veſſels. Laſtly it is complete, when they fall 
in or near the Scrotum. 4 


SYMPTOMS. 


1. Mare or leſs Pain according to the De- 


gree and Intenfity of the Prolapſus. Thi 
ſprings from the Diſtraction of the V ogy 
al 
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ind other ſenfible Parts, to which the Matrix 
connected, thra' the deſcending Weight of 
this Part. | 
2. Whether the Prolapſus be complete or 
ncomplete, ſo that the Matrix is in the 
Fukoa or betwixt the Labia Pudendorum, its 
Veſſels are ſo -cortipreffed, particularly the 
Feins which are leſs elaſtic and yield more 
than the Arteries, that an Inflammation of the 
wopending Part commonly enſues. | 

. If the Matrix remains for a conſidera- 
kk Time in that Situation, the Compreſſion 
till remaining, it turns into a Gangrene; or by 
de continual Afflux and Stagnation of the 
Umph, the Part being always expoſed to the 
(old and other Injuries of the Air, it becomes 
virhous. ä 

The ſcirrhous Uterus thus abandoned or 
| to itfelf frequently becomes carcinomatous, 
um the Heat and Acrimony of the Urine, to 
wich the propending Part is continually ex- 
„ The Uterus, eſpecially the Part thereof 
ich is near the Labia Vulvæ, is ulce- 
ted, from the Acrimony of the ſcalding U- 


6. The Patient ſuffers very much in making 

me or going to Stool, from the Compreſſion 

the Rectum and Veſica by the Uterus. 

7. Finally, ſome general or univerſal Acci- 

kits ſupervene in this Affection, which it has 

common with a great many other Diſor- 
I de T. | ders. 


hi 
ind 
and 
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ders. Theſe are univerſal or particular Drop- 
ies, flow. Fever, Maraſinus, c. 


DriacnosTics. 


In this Article, we are to diſtinguiſh, 1, The 
Prolapſus Uteri from that of the Vagina 
2. An incipient Procidentia from a complete 
One. E ; | | 
1. The Deſcent of the Vagina is known 
by its Softneſs, thin and membranous Texture 
that it is full of Folds and irregular, not 
round like the Matrix. Nor do you find 
any Hole or Orifice in it, as you do in that 
Organ: Moreover its Bulk is much le{ 
than that of the Uterus. To which add, that 
in the Deſcent of the Vagina, you can make 
the Round thereof by introducing your Finger 
which you cannot do in the Procidentia Uters. 


> (I aþma - ard HS _— > OO www ect 


2. By the oppoſite Qualities you learn th 
Deſcent of the Matrix. For you disco 
a Hole or Orifice in this, its Volume is greater, iſ 
more round and ſmooth: than the Formerly": 
Nor can you make the Circle of the Y/agin l 
with your Finger, in this Prolapſus Uteri. b. 
As to the Diſtinction of the complete fro "ny 
the incomplete Prolapſion, it is very eaſy, fro th: 
what we have faid; as alſo to know when! 
the collapſed Uterus is inflamed, ſcirrhous N 
carcinomatous, Sc. | lg 
But the Difficulty is not only much greateſ, 50 
but of more Importance to diſcover an nl 
minent Prolapſus, in order to prevent "wit 


Yet 
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op- ve, if the Patient feels a dull and gravative 
pin in the Region of the Uterus, preternatu- 
zl Weight, Diſtraction, Difficulty of walking 
nd the Pain augmented thereby; if, finally, 
hy introducing the Finger into the Vagina, 
jou can eaſily touch the Orifice of the Uzerus, 
ud that the Vagina is very ſhort; moreover, 
the mentioned Cauſes of this Prolapſus 
i ſome of them have preceded; you may 
wnclude that a Procidentia Uteri will ſoon 
uppen. | 
know no Caſe wherein you may be deceiv'd 
nexamining the Exiſtence of this Diſorder, 
ut the following, which I once met with 
nmy Practice. I was ſent for to viſit a 
Woman of about fifty Years old, who had 
kreral, Children, and afterwards a large 
ad habitual Fluor Albus, in whoſe Vagina 
peared at Length a large Tumor weigh- 
ng about five Pounds. It was white, ſmooth, 
ſpherical and very like the Uterus, tho' ſeve- 
a Reaſons gave me room to ſuſpect that it 
us not that Organ. Yet I concluded at 
kigth, . with an experienced Surgeon, that 
t ſhould be reduced to its natural Seat: But 
Sit was pendulous out of the Vagina, and 
kat its Bulk was too great, all our Pains were 
ot. in this Attempt: Moreover, it had no 
oper Place to receive it, as is manifeſt, ſee- 
ug the Matrix remained in its proper Seat. 
but this Tumor being menaced with Morti- 
ation, we agreed that it ſhould be extir- 
pated, This we did by a ſtrait Ligature of 
; 4 ſilk 
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filk waxed Thread which we tied about the 
Peduncle of the Tumor. S0 that it fell of in 
a ſmall Time, and was happily cured by the 
common Method of other Wounds. 

The Tumor, thus cut off, I diſſected, and 
found it to be a greaſy Body, which came to 
this Bulk in the Vagina. This, I own, had 
ſo much Refemblance to the Urerus, that it 
may impoſe on a great many for that Organ, 
ſo I would recommend to you to be very 
careful and prudent, as well in making your 
Prognoſtics, 4s in treating ſuch Tumor. 


= =, =. tho 


 PkocnosTics. 


The Uteri Prolapſus is rarely dangerous, 
For Women bear it a long Time. I have {en 
ſome who were affected with it for thirty 
Years, Yet it is a very difagreeable and 
incommodious Diſorder, not only, to the Pa- 
tient, but alſo to Men. Its Confequences may 
be alſo troubleſome, as an habitual Fluor Lyn- 
pbaticus, which commonly attends it. Or it 
may be dangerous by the Inflammation, Scir- 
bus, Carcinoma, &c, which it induces, But 
if it be flight, incomplete, and without any 

ermanent Vice, in a young Woman, Sc. it 
is the more fupportable. On the contrary if 
it be large, inveterate, inflamed, ſeirrhous or 
carcinomatous, in an old Subject, &c. it is ex- 
tremely troubleſome and dangerous. 
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When the LUreri Procidentia is diſcovered, 
it preſents two Indications. 1. to reduce the 
Matrix. 2. To retain it in its Place. To 
theſe you may add a third Indication, which 
netimes doth offer itſelf, viz, to prevent an 
mpending Prolapſus, and hinder its Progreſs. 

J. To fulfil the firſt View: If it be only 
: Deſcent of a Side or Part of the Vagina, 
tis eaſily reduced. It is ſomewhat more dif- 
tcult-to replace the Matrix. But this Ditfi- 
alty is in Proportion to the, Degree of the 
Prodafſus. . Thus a commencing one, or whilſt 
the Matrix is in the Vagina, is more eaſily 
reduced, than when it falls into the Vulva; 
and this, than a complete one, or when the 
Vterus falls down intirely. Yet if the deſcent 
« the'Matgix be recent, the Reduction is 
immediately practicable. But if it be invete- 
ate, or has held for any Time, as fix Weeks 
« wo Months, you muſt employ the follow - 
ug Means. 

1. Order a ſimple Clyſter, or a Solution of 
lata, in order to evacuate the Redum. 2. Let 
le Patient void her Urine; that the Compreſſion 
the Vagina may be removed on all Sides, 
or ad the Paſſage be rendered freer, 3. Order 
„ee or four Bleedings, as well to relax the 

Vierus and Vagina, as to diminiſh the Vo- 
ame of the former. 4. Employ emollient 
2 lataplaſms ex Mic. Pan. or emollient Plants, 
1 4 to 
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to vrhich you add Mucilag. Sem. Pfil. or Li 
or Caſſi mundat. Theſe, as well as the follow 
ing Emollients, you are to continue accordin 
„to the Inveteracy and Duration of the Evi 
g. Baths, half-Baths or Inſeſſus, and Injection 
are employed; Theſe: are made of Malv. Bi 
: malv. Sc. or of Milk and Saffron, The LU 
rus and Vagina being” ſufficiently relaxed b 
theſe Remedies, you attempt the Reduction 
For this Purpoſe, the Patient ſhould lie on he 
Back, her Hips higher than her Head, an- 
her Legs as far aſunder, as ſhe can bear the 
Then with your Fingers put back the Ute 
rus by Degrees, where you find leaſt Reſiſtanc 
For one Side, or where the Vagina ſtill re 
mains, is commonly free. Nor are you tt 
uſe any Force or Violence in this Operation 
For the very Prolapſus would be preferable 
to the Reduction thus performed. Moreovet 
you are not to be too haſty in attempting it 
for the Relaxation of the Uterus requires ver 
often a long Time. 
I here deſignedly paſs by ſeveral Method 
recommended by the Antients, and pra&tiled 
by ſome ſkilful Phyſicians, for reducing thi 
-Uterus, as the Application of a red hot Iro 
near this Organ, ſhewing the Patient a Rat 
or any other thing that may frighten her. Fat 
all theſe are vain Reſources, incapable of re 
ſtoring the UNrerus to its natural Seat. No 
has there been ever yet diſcovered any Mul 
cle in theſe Parts, which, by its Contraction, 


thro' the above Means, may have this Effect 
= | on 
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on the collapſed Matrix. So I recommend 
rather the Operation before deſcribed, 

II. The Uterus reduced to its proper Seat, 
ſhould be therein retained. Therefore after 
the Operation is performed, let the Patient 
keep her Bed for fifteen or ſixteen Days, with 
her Thighs cloſed, or what will do better, 
ber Legs acroſs, and her Hips raiſed, as a- 
dove. The Peſſaries recommended by ſome 
for this Purpoſe are uſeleſs. Having proceed- 
ed thus far, the relaxed Uterus and Vagina 
ſhould be - corroborated, 

1. By Injections ex Deco. Rad. conſolid. 
Maj. Eguiſet. Tormentil. Balauſt. Malicor. Su- 
nach. Theſe may be boiled in common Water, 
or, what is more efficacious, in Smiths-Water: 
For this braces the Fibres very powerfully. 

2. Baths and half-Baths are made of the 
ſame Decoctions: Or the above ſimples may 
be reduced into Magdaleons or Peſſaries along 
with Honey; or they may be formed of Sang. 
Dracon. &c. and Honey. Or, finally, inſtead 
of Peſſaries, you may dip a Piece of fine Lin- 
nen in the above aſtringent Decoction, an 
convey it into the Vagina. | 
z. Suffumigations of combuſtible, and ſome- 
what oily: Remedies, as Thus. Maſcul. Rof. 
Rubr. Maſtich. | 

To theſe external Applications you may 
add the Uſe of internal Remedies,. as Sang. 
Drac. Corn. Cerv. Alum. Rup. Corall. pp. of 
which you may make Electuaries with ſome 
propriated Syrup, or Tablets, Sc. If 
ok they 
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Dole is a Drachm per Day, Thele Remedies 
act well, yet ſlowly: But they rarely ſuccced 
in this Intention except in young Subjects. Aſter 
all, neither theſe, nor the preceding Medi- 
caments do ſufficiently corrugate and ſtrengthen 
the Vagina in any Age, ſo as to prevent a Re- 
lapſe of the Urerus: Wherefore we are com- 
monly obliged to have Recourſe to the Circy- 
tus Uterinus; which, I own, is incommadi- 
ous in the Beginning; but the Patient is ſoon 
accuſtomed to it. Some make it of Gold, 
Silver or. Iron: But all theſe are too hard and 
infupportable. Hence one made of Cork, and 
covered over with Wax, has been invented: 
This, 'being very pliable, permits the Patient to 
walk, exerciſe herſelf, nay to admit the Ap- 
proach of Man, as well almoſt as ever. This 
has alſo the ſame Effect here that a Bandage 
has in Ruptares. Moreover, by preſſing the 
Uterus into the Abdomen, the Vagina becomes 
longer and ſtreighter. Finally the Uerus being 
thus retained, if the Patient grows fat, all the 
Vacua are filled therewith, the Fibresare diſtend- 
ed, and the Paſſages grow narrower, Whence 
the Deſcent, as well of the Uterus as In- 
teſtines, is prevented, Whilſt we ſee on the 
contrary, that the Deſcent in both Caſes 1s 
facilitated, when the Patients who are fat be- 
come lean. Thus far of the radical Cure of the 
Prooidentia Iteri. 

The next thing that demands our Attention, 


is to prevent the impending Prolapſus. There 
are 
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ie two principal Remedies recommended for 
this Intent, $458 

1. To cortoborate and ſtreighten the Vagina 
by the Uſe of all the preceding Aſtringents: As 
Baths, half-Baths, Inſections, &c. Hot and ſul- 
phureous mineral Waters are very uſeful for 
Bathing; their Fumes may be alſo received 
nto the Parts by the Help of a Funnel. 

2. Sudorifics are recommended. Theſe are 
axtremely uſeful in phlegmatic Conſtitutions. 
Order a ſtrong Decoction for fat and bloated 
Perfotds : But a Bochetum or gentle Ptiſan for 
thin and poor Habits, The moſt uſual Su- 
dorifics for this Purpoſe are Guiacum & Sar- 
ſoparit/a, But in Spight of all your Efforts, 
you are. frequently obliged, even in the im- 
pending Prolapſus, to have Recourſe to the 
Circulus Trerinus. 
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CHAP. XXII. 
0f the Afections of the Ovaria and 
Tubæ Fallopianæ. 


HE Ovaria and Tubæ Fallopianæ are ſub- 
ject to moſt of the Diſorders incident to 
the Matrix. Both are ſometimes affected at the 
ame Time: But the Ovaria and Tube are 
frequently affected alone and independent of 
ay Diſorder of the Matrix. Yet of all the 
Hils of this Organ, none are ſo often ob- 
ſervable 
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ſervable in the Parts aboveſaid, as the Tu- 
mors hitherto explained ; as well of the hot as 
cold Kinds. Such are Inffammations, inciſted 
Tumors, Dropſies of all Kinds. Nevertheleſß 
ſuch Tumors, and particularly Scirrhous ones 
are not very frequent in thoſe Organs. I have 
ſeen a Patient, who was opened after her Death, 
in which one of the Tubæ was ſo diſtended 
with Serum that moſt of the Aſſiſtants ima- 
gined it to be a ſecond Matrix. | 

In the Ovaria are ' ſometimes diſcovered 
hairy Tumors, whoſe Explication has intox- 
icated the Brains of ſeveral Theoriſts, Theſe, 
T think, are nothing elſe but abortive Con- 
ceptions, the impregnated Egg with its Te- 

ments remaining in the Place, till it forms 
a Kind of ſteatomatous Tumor, the Fetus 


being putrified therein. But its Hair being WW © 
more incorruptible than the reſt of its Body WAN 
{till enjoys a Kind of Vegetation, juſt like the WW 1 
Hair of moſt other dead Animals, which after WW tr 
Death grow longer; tho' in Reality, this de- WW th 
pends on the Retraction of the Skin wherein Wil © 
they are implanted. Moreover the Heat of 
the Part in the preſent Caſe makes ſome Di- Wi 
ference: For it contributes to the ſaid Vegeta- Wi "i 
tion, which is not obſervable in dead Bodies. . 

art 


That the impregnated Ova may thus remain 
in the Ovaria is as probable as that they ate 
frequently ſtopped in the Tube Falloprane ei 
Abdomen, as ſeveral Obſervations prove. This 
Explication of the hairy Tumors of the Ov 


ria, I think, is very genuine and ſimple: ww 
ore 
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hre I never heſitated to aſſert, that all young 
women in which I found ſuch Tumors had 
ad ſome. Commerce with Men. 

As your Intent is to learn all the Affections 
of the human Body, it would be unjuſt to con- 
al any of them, as far as I could diſcover 
hem, from you. Wherefore I ſhall not bluſh 
b tell you that a crowd of various Diſorders 
uppen to Women, in Conſequence: of the 
detention of their ſeminal Humours in the 
ſenereal Action and Erythi/mus. * 
Hence ſpring Dropſies, ſteatomatous Tu- 
nors, Gc. of the Ovaria; juſt as it happens 
iter the Retention of the Semen in the Teſti- 
des of Men. Whence Spermatocele, Scirrhus, 
dc. of thoſe Organs (4 

As to the Cure of all thoſe Diſorders of the 
Ovaria and Tube, they are treated the ſame 
Way as the like Diſorders of the Uterus. 
Thus the Inflammations of the ſaid Parts are 
treated by frequent Bleeding, Diluents, Gc. 
their cold Tumors with Aperitives, Purgatives, 
vc. As to the Abſceſs of theſe Organs, they 
re ſometimes happily diſcharged by the Force 
df Nature, or the Pus remains in the Abdomen, 
where its Effects are frequently mortal. In this 
Caſe as in all other internal Abſceſſes, you 
re to employ internal vulneraries, &c. 
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4. 7 H A P. XXIII. 
of tbe Hyfteric Paſſion, 


1118 Diſorder 1s the moſt common, oh. 

[ ſcure; confuſed and extenſive of all the 
Diſeaſes to which Women are ſubject ; ſo that 
we may juſtly call it Morbus Proteiformis, for 
its various Aſpects. 

Tt is called Sufocatio or Strangulatio Li- 
rina, Vapores Hyſterici, Malum Matris, Epi- 
lepfia Matrieis, Strangulatio, Suffocatio, E. 

pilepia, &c. thro the ſympathetie Difficulty of 
Reſpiration, Affections of the Head, like theſe 
of the Epilepſy, Ge. | Hyftera ab Afﬀettione 


Uters. 
We cannot propels to deſcribe this Diſor- 


der otherwiſe than by its eſſential or Pathog- 
nomonic Signs. Theſe are four. 
I. Before the hyſteric Fit or Paroxyſm, 
ſome po pm or particular Motion of the 
Matrix doth happen. 

2. A convulſive Conſtriction or Contracti- 
on of the muſcular Parts of the Neck; whence 
ſapervene a Tumor of the ſame Parts, with 
difficult Reſpiration. 

3. Convulſive Contraction of the Breaſt, 
whereby it ſeems to the Patient, as it were 
ſurrounded with an iron Ring. 

4. The Patient imagines to feel a Globe ot 


Ball as big as an infant's Head, or the Fiſt, 
| to 
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v move or roul in the Abdomen. This the 
pod Women and ſome Phyficians have, and 
o to this very Day, attribute to the Motions 
of the Uferus: As theſe are eſſential to this 


Hection, I have ſelected them out of many 
nore. For all the Functions of the human 
body are hereby impaired, tho' not all in the 
ime Subject. Thus 1, The animal Functi- 
ms are attacked with Convulſions, Lethargies, 
noplectic Fits, &c. 2. The vital Functions, 
x: offended, as it appears by dithcult Reſpi- 
ation, flow Sighs, Oppreſſion, Fainting, &c. 
The Affection of the natural Functions ap- 
es by the different Vices of Digeſtion, 
klching and breaking Wind, which are con- 
lant, and ſometimes Conſtipation and Diar- 
theas, / | | 

To theſe you may add the following A- 
adents, which are frequently obſervable in this 
tvil, Such are the alternative Succeſſion of 
teat and Cold, the Patient ſometimes com- 
daining of the one, and immediately after of 
de other. One while ſhe is very pale, ſoon 
ter extremely red: She feels a Stiffneſs on 
ne Side, a Palſy in the other: The Con- 
ulions are fixt in the Fund of the Eye, er- 
nic in the reſt of the Body: The Pulſe is 
requently deficient in one Side, in the other 
tis very manifeſt: She is ſubject to frequent 
lawmning, Hiccups, &c. In ſhort there is not. 
i Diſorder of the human Body, but the pre- 
ent may aſſume its Shape. Yet its Approach 
ad Attack do happen ſuddenly, and ceaſe as 


ſpeedily, 
I 
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Speedily. This \ is the Idea and Deſcription 


of the Diſeaſe; now of ite 
an © e ids fs et 
nabbed WERE. re, 


. ty A nn 1 ; 
The Origin of the hyſteric Fits is ſo ob. . 
ſcure and intricate, that I know no Author 


who has well explained or touched their Cauſcs 
But that I may proceed a little farther an f 
more, methodically in this Subject; it will b 


neceſſary to lay down ſome few certain gener; 
Propoſitions, by whoſe Means we may are 
in a Kind of Progreſſion at the Source of ti, 
Diſorder, Wherefore, .,_ . |. ... 
1. It is known by repeated Experience, tha. 
all the Symptoms of the hyſteric Fits, ani 
conſequently the Diſorder, ſpring from Cc 5 
vulſion; as the Hardneſs and Conſtriction offi; 
the Neck, Breaſt and lower Belly evidently 1 
ann 2 wit . | 
2. This Convulſion is ſympathic, not dio. 
pathic. That is, the Varieties of this Convul- 15 
fion are owing to the Impreſſion made on the 
Brain, which, ſympathizes with the affeGed 65 
Uterus. Hence the primitive Seat of the Evil Th 
is the Matrix, the Brain being only ſeconds- In 
rily deranged in its Functions. Thus we ſer wo 
how vomiting, ſneezing and ſuch like Con- * 
vulſions happen per Conſenſum. For bow 
wide in Appearance is the Cauſe, which iti 
tates the Membrana Pituitaria, from the 
convulſive Contraction of the Diaphragma, 7 
Muſcles of Reſpiration, and the other Faru rur 
| ha | employed 


— . 
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imployed in ſneezing. The ſame Thing may 
e ſaid of vomiting. A 
That the Brain in this Caſe is ſecondaril 
feed, is alſo proved by the ſudden —. 
ud Ceſſation of the Symptoms of the hyſteric 
fon. For if there had been any real or 
heal Vice in the Brain, as the Infarction of 
k Veſſels, it would require ſome Time as 
well for its Formation, as for its Reſolution: 
Wherefore the Symptoms ſhould gradually ap- 
rat and decline. But the contrary is ob- 
fred in the preſent Diſorder; juſt as we find 
heezing, vomiting, Cc. to ceaſe, as ſoon as 
he Cauſes which produced them are removed 
tom the Stomach and Membrana Pituitaria. 
Moreover, after the Paroxyſm of the hyſteric 
Fits, all the Symptoms intirely vaniſh: But 
t the Brain was really affected, ſome Rem- 
unt of its Vice would have ſtill ſubſiſted, as 
i Head-ach or the like, Conſequently the 
(ngin of the Evil muſt be elſewhere, which 
Ives Room to our third Propoſition, viz. 
3. That the hyſteric Fits take their Riſe 
tm the Impreſſions made on the Uterus. 
This Propoſition, as being the only one, I ima- 
Jie, on which may ariſe any Difficulty, is 
red by the following Arguments, 1. Be- 
wſe this Paſſion is kindled at the Approach 
f declenfion of the Menſtrua, eſpecially when 
ky are difficult or intirely ſupprefſed, theſe 


on 


o fits recurring periodically, as the Veſſels of 
ol Uterus are glutted with Blood. The fame 
od ling may be ſaid ofthe Suppreſſion of Flood- 
{ | U ings 
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ings. 2. The hyſteric Paroxy/m is terminated 
by the Excretion of a Humor out of the J 
gina, which probably irritated that Part and 
produced the Evil. 3. Matrimony is a { 
vereign Remedy in this Affection; which pre 
ceeds from the Action of that Part, whereb 
it diſcharges itſelf of all noxious Humours anc 
acquires more wholeſome Diſpoſitions. 4. If 
all theſe Proofs do not content you, conſul 
only the Patient, and you will find, provides 
the be accuſtomed to the Diſorder, and fome 
what attentive to all that paſſes, that at its 
Approach ſhe feels ſome ſenſible Motion 
Change or Impreſſion in the Uterus. 5, Ane 
tomy informs us, that in the Urerus, Tub 
Fallopianæ and Ovaria of Women ſubject to 
this Evil, are very frequently obſerved va 
rious Tumors, as Scirrhi, Cancers, Abſce 
ſſes, c. | 
Thus we have. proved, if I be not miſta- 
ken, the Nature, Cauſe and Seat of the hyſteric 
Fits, by this immediate and evident Progrel- 
fion. 3 | | 

Nou that we have proved this Evil to ſpring 
from ſome Impreſſions made on the Uterus, 
whereby certain Senſations are raiſed in the 
Brain,” we are to examine what theſe Senſations 
are; which, muſt own, is a very difficult 
and intricate Difquiſition, thro' its Variety, 
&c. For we find, 1. that Impreſſions, tho 
made by the ſame Cauſe, have various Ettects 
or Senſations according to the Part or Organ 
© "427 SE on 
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n which they act. Thus what will excite 
(oaghing by its Action on the Trachea Ar. 
ria, will create vomiting by its Action on 
de Stomach; and Diſtaſte, &c. by acting on 
te Tongue. Hence Vin. Emet. being applied 
v the Eyes, doth prove an excellent deſicca - 
tre ophthalmic Remedy, whilſt it excites vo- 
titing by being received into the Stomach. 
Thouſands of other Examples of this Kind 
my be cited. 2. Impreſſions and their 
lets arc alſo various according to their In- 
ty; nor do the moſt violent Impreſſions 
mays produce the ſtrongeſt Senſations, Thus 
te gentle Tickling of the Noſe with a Feather, 
wof the  Fauces with the ſame, will produce 
keezing- or vomiting, with which this Im- 
reſin bears no Proportion; whilſt a more 
wolent and painful one on the ſame Organs, 
vill have no other Effect, but ſimple Pain. 
al this is applicable to the Nerus, wherein 
wlent Impreſſions produce the ſame Effect as 
n other ſenſible Parts of the Body. Thus we 
wely find that the hyſteric Fits attend the 
lammation of this Organ; tho' its Impteſ- 
in is very intenſe, Wherefore the Impref- 
ins made on the Nrerus, in order to produce 
e byſteric Paſſion, ſhould be very gentle and 
lgit; and their Action on this Organ has this 
Uh, whilſt the ſame Impreſſion made on 
Wer Parts, may produce a quite different 
efation,. As we have explained the Nature 
theſe Impreſſions, we ſhould come in the 
Ext Place to their Cauſes. Repeated Oblerva- 
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tions aflure us that the moſt uſual Cauſes © f 
this Impreflion are, 1. The preternatural Oſci 
lations of the uterine! Arteries, being over- K 
charged with Blood in difficult, ſuppreſſed, o 
otherwiſe vitiated Menſtrua; nay the Pleni i 
tude of theſe Veſſels in other Caſes, as at the 
Approach of regular Menſtrua, frequently give 
Room likewiſe to the hyſteric Fits. 2. A gentle 
Irritation of the Uterus, by an acrid Humo 
contained in its Cavity, or betwixt its Coats 
Hence we rarely find an habitual Fluor A 
without theſe Fitts. 3. The ſwelling of ti 
Matrix, Tube Fallopianæ, orOvaria by Scirriii . 
Cancers,, Dropſies, Abſceſſes; nay any loc: 
Vice or Diſorder: of theſe Parts, will prod. 
this Evil: Which we may explain by the Cong, 
preſſion of theſe Organs by ſuch Tumors, oils. 
by their Irritation thro? the acrid Matter which, 
they continually ſupply. 4. Another conlt: 
Cauſe of the hyſteric Fits is the Acrimony 
the ſeminal Humours of ſome Women, eſpe 
cially theſe of a bilious hot Conſtitution, whet 
for the Preſervation of their Reputation or « 
ther Ends, they provoke frequent Polluta en 
by irritating and rubbing the Parts of Gen 
ration. fen 


SYMPTOMS. le 


The Symptoms of the hyſteric Fits ate Wine, 
numerous, all the Functions of the humeſy 
Body being thereby affected, that we ſbouf⁰ 
reduce them to a proper Order to * ” ; on 
* n Wo 
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lion. Wherefore we ſhall divide them, 1. In- 
v eſſential Symptoms. 2. Symptoms of the 
{bdomen. 3. Of the Breaſt, 4. Of the Head. 


he whole Body. 

I. The eſſential Symptoms are four. 1. Va- 
tous Motions and Tenſion of the Matrix; 
mhereby ſome imagined it to be an Animal 
ontained in an Animal. Theſe Motions pro- 
ted from the Convulſion of the Uterus. Thus, 
fits ſuperior Fibres are contracted, the Uterus 
jill be elevated; if its inferior Fibres, it will 
k pulled down; if the lateral ones, it will be 
pulled to the right or left Side. 2. The Con- 
tation of the Neck and Fauces. This alſo 
rings from the Convulſion of the Muſcles of 
be Pharynx, Larynx, Fauces, Tongue, and 
Hyoides, which happens gradually, till it 
tduces difficult Reſpiration and Deglutition ; 
he Chin being at the ſame Time bent to the 
num, by the Contraction of the Muſcles 
lkerno. byoidei whoſe Action is fimultaneous 
mth that of the Muſcles of the Parts above 
tentioned. 3. A circular Conſtriction, which 
de Patients expreſs by an iron Circle which 
kems to ſurround their Body, about the lower 
Ribs, This is owing to the Convulſion of 
lik Diaphragm, which is connected to theſe 
arts, Yet this Conſtriction is only partial or 
equal; otherwiſe it would intirely ſuſpend 
eſpiration. 4, A Bowl or Globe ſeems to 
nove from one Place to another in the Patient's 
ahmen. This proceeds from the convulſive 
U 3 Con- 


; Univerſal Symptoms, or thoſe which affect 
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Contrackion of the Inteſtines and from the Air n 
which they contain, froth Ipdigeſtions, G.. 
for this Fluid is one while contained in the {i 
Interval of two contracted Parts of the Inteſtine WM" 
which when it ceaſes, the Air moves into an. il" 
other Part, where it ſtill meets the ſame Con. 

| 


fmement: Hence ſprings this uncommon Sen- 
fation. Thus you fee how four different Patty 
are eſſentially convulſed in this Diſorder, viz 
the Uterus, Neck; Diaphragm and Inteſtines, 
tho' the three laſt Parts be not primitively af 
fected in this Evil, yet they are by Sympathy, 
For it is a conſtant Rule that the Irritat 
on or other Impreſſions of one Part, bring ſe 
veral others into a' Conſenſus; witneſs the 
Irritation of the Membrana Pituitaria in 
fneezing, that of the Stomach in vomiting, of 
the Inteſtines and Womb in the Excluſion of th 
Feces and Fætut; with a thouſand other Ex 
amples as convincing as theſe, Why, therefore 
ſhould not the mentioned Parts ſuffer in 
Conſequence of the Affections of the Uterus. 
II. We next come to the Symptoms of the 
Aodomen, Theſe we have for the moſt Patt 
explained in the Diſorders of the lower Belly; 
yet we ſhall hint at the moſt conſiderable 0 
this Diſorder in the preſent Chapter, Moſt 
of theſe Symptoms are owing to the depraved 
State of the digeſtive Organs of theſe Patients 
For we rarely obſerve the hyſteric Fits but in 
Perſons of a cachetic habit, ſubject to Indige- 
ſions, who are too luxurious, or commit ſome 
Excels in their Diet. Hence we find that Wo- 
A | men 
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nen who eat and drink exceſſively are ver 

bbje&t to this Evil, from the Indigeſtions which 
ach a Life doth create, Hence alſo we ob- 
eve that ſuch Patients, in the Intervals of their 
fits, are commonly diſguſted; and are ſubject to 
piea and Malacia, thro' the Vice of the dige- 
he Ferments, which cauſe not the ſame Im- 
reſſions as in the natural State, The various 


xe likewiſe the Effect of a vicious Liquor 
Gufricus; and from theſe ſprings the Air in 
be Inteſtines and Stomach, Or you may ex- 
Jain theſe different Vices of Digeſtion by the 
wemented Tenſion of the Stomach and In- 
tines, from the Affections of the Nrerus inde- 
endent of any other Vice. Hyſteric Women 
ne alſo frequently conſtipated ; either becauſe 
the vicious State of the digeſtive Organs con- 
kits the Aliments into a viſcid clammy and 
willous or Paſte-like Matter; or becauſe the 
bile is commonly deficient in this Caſe; or 
inally, becauſe of the Tenſion of the Stomach 
ud Inteſtines. The Patients alſo void but little 
Urine during the Paroxyſm thro' the Conſtric- 
bon of the Spbincter YVefice; and their Urine 
it this Time is very clear and Limpid, the 
pure Serum only being then expreſſed or ſtrain- 
din the Kidnies thro' the Narrowneſs of the 
Mages: But when the Fit declines, the Urine 
8 very. turbid, This, ſome explain by the 
Relaxation of the Parts, whereby the retained 
Tartar of the Urine has now full Liberty to 
un therewith ; yet I would rather explain this, 

| VU" by 


_digeſtions, whether too quick or too flow, &c. 
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by the Effuſion of a lymphatic or ſerous viſcid 
Humour, which, after the Paroxyſm, is di 
charged out of the Vugina and mixed with 
amn 70) Pour pt ben 5 

III. Moſt of the Symptoms of the Breaſt 
ſpring from the imperfect, as we ſaid, Con- 
vulſion of the Diaphragm and Heart. For 
if the Contraction of the one or the other was 
total, Reſpiration, and the Circulation of the 
Blood would: be intirely ſuſpended; whence 
mevitable Death. Theſe convulſive Contrac- 
tions of the Diaphragm produce difficult, pain- 
ful and ſhort Reſpiration, and frequently, as it 
were, per Subſultus; thro' the ſudden but un- 
equal and intermittent Shocks of the contracted 
Parts of the Diaphragm. The Suffocation 
proceeds from the Conſtriction of the Breaſt 
and Larynx. The Symptoms of the Brealt 
which ſpring from the Heart, are weak and 
intermiting Pulſe, ſometimes manifeſt in one 
Arm, and as it were, intirely deficient in 
the other, with ſeveral other Varieties of this 
Kind. All which are owing to the Degree 
and Intenfity of the Contraction of the Fibres 
of the Heart. There are two other particular 
Accidents which we may reduce to this 
Claſs of Symptoms. 1. Vawning, which 
is ſympathetically raiſed by the obſcure and dul 
Impreſſions which the ſtagnant Blood excites 
in the Lungs, ' 2, Hiccough from the Impret- 
fions made on the ſuperior Orifice of the So- 
mach by the vicious Humours therein contail- 
ed, as the Bile; &c. Both theſe Symptoms * 
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pen by a hidden Mechaniſm, whereby the Or- 
gans of Reſpiration are thrown into à ſimul- 
uneous and ſympathetic Contraction. 

IV. The Head is ſubje& to various Affec- 
tions in theſe Fits, ſuch as Sleepineſs, Le- 
thargy, Delirium, &c. which are the more 
ſurprizing inaſmuch as they ſuddenly appear 
and vaniſh without leaving the leaſt Yeſtigra. 
Nor ſhall I pretend to give you their genuine 
Explication, contenting my ſelf only to fay 
ſomething of them in Quality of a probable 
Conjecture. For this Purpoſe the Dura Mater 
ſuggeſts us the beſt Reſource I know. For it 
is very reaſonable to think, that in the men- 
toned Affections this Organ 1s contracted 
fer Conſenſum. Hence it compreſſes the Brain, 
nd propels the Spirits into the Nerves, with 
Regard to which it per forms the ſame Func- 
tion, as the Heart doth with Regard to the 
Arteries in the Expulſion of the Blood. That 
the Brain is thus compreſſed, ſeems to be 
manifeſtly proved by the Plenitude of the ju- 
war Veins, Infarction of the Blood-veſſels of 
the Head with the other Accidents of this 
Fart, which are very like thoſe: of an Apo- 
plexy or Epilepſy. So that the Contraction 
o the Dura Mater is more eſſential in the 
Explication of theſe Accidents, than any other 
Agent I know. For how could we other- 
vile anſwer for the ſudden Lethargy and De- 
rium, which are frequently total in this Evil. 
The Convulfions which ariſe: therein, never 
happen till the Head is ſenſibly affected. Then 

you 
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ou may obſerve an Opiſtbotonos, Emproſthut- 
— univerſal e or particula —— x may 
be ſeen ſometimes in one Leg or Hand, ſome- 
times in another, Sc. according as the animal he 
Spirits are propelled into one Part more thanx 
the other. \ 
The Experiments of Pachioni that famous 
Phyſician of Rome, contribute very much to 7 
the Explication of theſe Symptoms, For he 
cut off part of the ſkull of a living Dog and 
thereby. expoſed the Dura Mater, on which 
he ſprinkled ſome acrid Powders, &c. in con- 
ſequence of which he raiſed various Convull- 
ons, according to the Quality and Quantity 
of the Things applied. Which evidently 
proves that the Dura Mater in all parallel 
Caſes, whether mediately or by Sympathy, or 
immediately, may have the ſame Effect. 
The Convulſions and Delirium thus ſub- 
fiſting, the Patient frequently mutters ſome in- 
articulate Words, which Regard moſt com- 
monly what have made the greateſt Impret- 
fion before on her: They often turn on love 
Pleaſures, which employ very much the At- 
tention of hyſteric Women, or ſhe exclaimsat 
the Aſſiſtants, &c. For it happens in the 
hyſteric Paroxyſms juſt as it dot 45 Dreams, 
which moſtly turn on the Objects which en- 
gaged our Attention, while waking, But 
the Delirium is owing. to the Change of Ten- 
ſion in the Fibres of the Brain, ſuch as were 
Tjchrone before, being now Heterocpron, 
and vice ver ſa. 
V. The 
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v. The univerſal Symptoms or theſe of the 
hole Body may be all explained by this con- 
tant Principle, viz. that the Capacity of all 
he Arteries of the human Body in this Diſor- 
kr is preternaturally contracted, either by the 
iftion of their muſcular Fibres, or by that of 
he circumambient Muſcles. Hence ſpring the 
Ficiſſitudes of Paleneſs and Redneſs, the For- 
ner whilſt the cutaneous Arteries of the Face 
re ſtill contracted ; the latter when the Veins 
of the Face alone are compreſſed, or that the 
ollateral Arteries of the other Parts are con- 
mated; whilſt thoſe of the Face are free, 
he Viciflitudes of Heat and Cold are explained 
by the ſame Principle. For when the Veſſels 
mein great Tenſion and Convulſion, the Cir- 
ulation languiſhes, and Cold enſues: But when 
the Convulſion is over, the Blood is rarified 
ind plentifully conveyed to all Parts of the 
body, From this violent Contraction of the 
Heart and Arteries, ſprings alſo the weak and 
ntermittent Pulſe, the Veſſels remaining with- 
vat Action like ſo many iron Tubes. Hence 
pring alſo cold Fits like thoſe of an Ague: 
but a general Moiſture or Sweat ſucceeds, ei- 
ther thro' the Relaxation of the cutaneous Fi- 
hes, or their Contraction, whereby they ex- 
freſs the Lymph of the ſuperficial Arteries. 
If the Cutis is contracted, a ſuperficial Coldneſs 
Obſerved, which frequently riſes to the higheſt 
Degree or to a Horror. When this Conſtri- 
tion is over, proportional Heat doth follow. 
Numbaeſs very often ſupervenes, not from any 
nervous 
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nervous Affection, but from the Lentor of the 
Circulation, whereby the Humours ſtagnate in 
the muſcular Parts. This is ſometimes in one 
Member, ſometimes in the other. From the 
tame" Cauſe ſpring alſo Pandiculations, a dull 
Impreſſion being made in the muſcular Parts 
of the Body, in order to invite their Contra 
con to expreſs the ſtagnant Fluids. This 28 


well as the former is a pure and ſimple mecha. 


nic Motion, | 

From what we have hitherto ſaid, we may 
\ deduce. the following Principles. 1. That 
the radical and chief Cauſe of the hyſteric Fits 
is ſeated in the Uferus or in its Appendages, the 
Vagina, Tube Fallopianæ, Ovaria, Gc. 2, That 
the Varieties or rather different Intenſity of 
theſe Fits are owing to the different Vice of 
the Crudities and other Humours of the Sto- 
mach, Fc. 3. That this Evil may be com- 
plicated with ſeveral other Diſorders, as an ha- 
bitual Palpitation of the Heart, Scirrhi, Can- 
cers and other Tumours of the Matrix, Ge. 
Jaundice and ſeveral other Diſorders. Hence 
ſprings a Complication of the Accidents of the 
hyſteric Fits, and of thoſe of each of the 
precedent Diſorders ; whilſt in a healthful ſound 
Woman otherwiſe, the Symptoms of this Di- 
order are fimple and genuine. 4. That the 
Affections of the Matrix bring ſeveral othe! 
Parts into a Conſenſus, as the Impreſſions of 
the Stomach, do, v. g. how often have Poiſons 
received into the Stomach induced vari 


Convulfions, Syncape, Sweats, Cc. all 1 
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re Affections of diſtant Parts. When I ex- 
preſs the Word Sympathy, I dont pretend to 
explain theſe Symptoms by occult Qualities; 
but rather by a pure, fimple and certain me- 
chaniſm, which I alſo have mechanically ex- 
plained in my Treatiſe of the Diſorders of 
the lower Belly.. As to any other Differences 
or Varieties of this Diſorder, I know none 
that merit a particular Section; for in Reality 
al the Differences of the hyſteric Fits confi 
in their Degree or Intenſity alone. | 


 DiacnosTics. 


In the Diagnoſtic Signs of this Diſorder 
three Things are to be examined, I. Its Pa- 
roxyms ſhould be diſtinguiſhed from ſeveral 
other Diforders which they reſemble, 2. The 
Degree or Intenſity of the Diſorder ſhould be 
diſcovered. 3. Its antecedent Cauſes. 8 

I. It is extremely difficult to diſtinguiſh the 
Fits of this Diſorder from ſeveral other Af- 
tions, particularly Syncope, Apoplexy, Epi- 
lepſy, nay from Death. For the Symptoms of 

have a very great Likeneſs the one to the 
other. Vet it is of the greateſt Importance to 
diſtinguiſh them, Wherefore 

1. The hyſteric Fits are diſtinguiſhed from 
a Syncope z 3 the Pulſe is very weak, or 
imperceptible in the former; in the latter, 
tho weak, yet it is manifeſt. But you'll tell 
me that a {light or mild Fit of the hyſteric 
Paſſion will not weaken ſo much the Pulſe, 
but 
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but it may be in the fame Degree as in the 
Syncope. This I own, wherefore you muſt 
have Recouſe to other Means, as the Redneſ 
of the Face, which frequently attends theſe 
Fits, tho the  Extremities be cold, whilſt the 
Scope is never without Paleneſs. The Syn 
cope rarely holds longer than half an Hour 
the hyſteric Fits ſubſiſt much longer. Theſe 
Fits are never deſtitute of their eſſential Symp 
toms, as a convlſive Conſtriction of the Neck 
Breaſt, Abdomen and Uterus, which are neve 
obſerved ina Syncope. Moreover, in the former 
the Patient during the Fits lays her Hand o 
the Abdomen, which proves that this is the 
affected Part. But in general, three Parts 0 
what are called Syncopes in Women, are moſt 
ly hyſteric, eſpecially if they be habitual and 
recur frequently. 

2. The hyſteric Paſſion is diſtinguiſhed frc 
an Apoplexy, in as much as the Pulſe in the 
latter is ſtrong and as ſeemingly well as in the 
natural State; all the Parts of the Body are 
flaccid and relaxed; but in theſe Fits the Pulſe 
is weak, and ſome Parts at leaſt are rigid anc 
convulſed: In the Apoplexy we obſerve a con 
ſtant Ratling or Stertor chiefly in Inſpiration 
thro' the Wideneſs and Vibrations of the oc; 
curring Cartilages, the Parts being relaxed 
But in the hyſteric Fits, Reſpiration is impet 
.ceptible, and above all are attended with 4 
convulſive Rigidity of the Parts above- men- 
tioned; whilſt the ſame are relaxed in the 


Apoplexy. 
25 Pens | 3. Theſe 
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e 3. Theſe Fits are diſtinguiſhed” from an 
(Mſpileply by the Firmneſs and good Condition 
| 

(Mi Deficiency in the former. The Epilepſy is 
ended with Froth of the Mouth, from the 
[ 
mhereby the Air which meets a free Paſſage 
worked and blended with the Saliva. But 
r meet with no ſuch Accident in the hyſteric 
fits, Moreover the four Pathognomonic Symp- 
ams accompany theſe Fits, none of which are 
dlervable in the Epilepſy. But you are to 
dſerve that this Explication has Place only 
wen the hyſteric Paſſion is ſimple. For when 
tinduces a formal Epilepſy tho' ſympathetic, 
te Matter is more difficult, ſo you muſt have 
courſe to what preceded or attended the 
Norder. * 


wt only ignorant Perſons, but able Phyſicians, 
we frequently miſtaken the one for the other, 
ad ſo have contributed to the untimely Bu- 
ul of ſuch unfortunate Patients, who would 
Witherwiſe have lived ſeveral Years after- 


ds. To avoid this unhappy Conſequence, 
cu are to examine, with the utmoſt Strict- 


ord you no Light, you are to recur to Re- 


mall here, that we may compare it to the 
neſt Hair; yet this alone is ſufficient to 
ain Life for a Time, In order to diſ- 
cover 


if the Pulſe in the latter, and its Weakneſs 


lernative Convulſions of the Jaws and Tongue, 


4. It is of the greateſt Importance to di- 
inguiſh this Diſorder from Death; for ſome, 


els, the Patient's Pulſe and Heart: Tf theſe 


ration, which is ſometimes ſo extremely 
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cover whether Reſpiration ſtill ſubſiſts, there 
are three Methods commonly practiſed. . 
To put a little Cotton in the Patient's Mouth, 
which ſhould be very attentively obſerved. If 
any of the Hairs move, it denotes the Patient 
to be ſtill alive, and @ contra. 2. If thi 
Method does not ſtill convince, you may a 
ply a poliſhed dry Looking-glaſs to the Pa- 
tient's Mouth, on which, if you find the leaſt 
Moiſture, you may conclude the Patient is not 
yet dead. 3. If you be left in a Doubt, you 
may order a Drinking-glaſs to be exactly filled 
with Water, and put upon the Patient's Breaſt. 
If you obſerve the leaſt Fluctuation in the 
Water, or that the Glaſs is overturned, you 
may be aſſured the Patient is not dead. Theſe 
three Methods you are to eſſay, before you 
pronounce any thing of the hyſteric Woman: 
Yet though they all fail, and that you are {till 
doubtful” of the Matter, you are not to fay 
ſhe is dead, nor ſhould you permit her to be 
buried, till, by the bad ſmell of her Body, you 
are convinced of the Truth. 

II. The Degrees of the Diſeaſe you eaſi) 
learn from the Number of the Symptoms, their 
Intenſity, or both together. Thus if the Symp- 
toms be very numerous, that the Head, Neck, 
Breaſt, and lower Belly are affected with vio- 
lent Convulſions, &c. the Diſorder is in the 
higheſt Degree. If only ſome few Parts be 
moderately convulſed; that the Patient has 10 
Delirium, &c, the Diſorder is ſupportable. 


3. Ti 
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III. The antecedent Cauſes of the Diſorder 
ue learnt from the Aſſiſtants, or from the Patient 
ifter the Fit is over. Thus you'll find whe- 
ther it be a Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua, Lo- 
chia, habitual Fluor Albus, or Excoriations, 
Vicers and Tumors of the Womb, &c. But 
this Diſquiſition is of little Importance, only 
with regard to ſome Attention that is to be 
made to the different Cauſes in the Method 
of Cure, . | 


 PrRoGNoOosTICs, 


The hyſteric Paſſion in General is a very 
athcult obſtinate Diſeaſe, rarely admitting of a 
ndical Cure. This I chiefly underſtand of 
tis Diſorder when it is habitual, inveterate 
nd confirmed; not of recent, accidental, or 
rafitory Fits, whoſe Cauſe may be removed. 
but the moſt inveterate Fits of this Kind are 
wely mortal; 1 ſay rarely; becauſe we have 
bme Examples of Women who died of this 
Diſcaſe, the Reſpiration and Circulation of their 
Jod, being without doubt intercepted, Hence 
ſhould never promiſe a radical intire Cure of 
uch an obſtinate Diſorder, Yet it is not e- 
qully obſtinate and hard of Cure in all Re- 
bets: For if it be recent, accidental, and 
produced by fortuitous Cauſes, it is much ea- 

cured, than an inveterate one. In young 
Women it is more curable than in aged ones: 
or in the former, the Suppreſſion of their 
Menſes, Lochia Gc. may be corrected, _ 

8s X e 
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the Effect removed, or at leaſt diminiſhed 
But Women advanced in Age cannot exped 
this Benefit, their Menſtrua being naturally 
ſupended : The former moreover may be mar 
ried and impregnated, two ſovereign Remedie 
for this Diſeaſe, of which old Women deſpair 
Obſervations alſo prove that Dropſies of the 
Uterus frequently remove hyſteric Fits; which 
J fancy cannot happen by the ſame Mechaniſ 
as in Pregnancy, in which the Uterus is ef 
laxed, its Veſſels diſtended with Blood, thi 
noxious Humours being partly diſcharged b 
the Action and Help of Coition. But in the 
Dropſy of this Organ, I know no other Me 
chaniſm but the Diſtention of its Fibres, which 
T own may give a different Tone and Di 
poſition thereunto, as their Relaxation and Di 


latation in the firſt Caſe. 


CU RE. 


The Cure of the hyſteric Fits comprehend 
1. Their Treatment in the Paroxyſm. 2. It 
their Intervals in order to prevent a Relapſe 
3. The moſt renowned Specifics recommended 
for their Removal. 

In the actual Fits of this Diſorder, two Indi 
cations preſent themſelves, 1. To check and 
correct the Impreſſions made on the Uterui 
and to divert the Influx of the Spirits ine, 
other Organs. 2. If this Effect cannot M. 
procured, the Impetuoſity and violent Agiti 

ne * N tio! 
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ton of the animal Spirits ſhould be quelled 
x diminiſhed by the Uſe of Narcotics, 

I. To fulfill the firſt Indication, the Patient 
ring the Fit ſhould be laid on her Bed, 
yith her Head and breaſt more elevated than 
he reſt of her Body, that by this means the 
Duphragm may have the more Room to act 
5 entertain Reſpiration, being by this Situa- 
ton freed of the convulſive Agitation and in- 
ambent Weight of the Inteſtines. Moreover 
lis Situation favours the Deſcent of the Blood 
no the lower Aorta; whence the Head is 
mfiderably eaſed. The Phyſician may af- 
tmwards indulge the Fancies of the good Wo. 
den, who commonly, in this Caſe, employ 
nctions of the Patient's Thighs, whereby, as 
y imagine, the Blood is diverted from the 
terus, eſpecially if they are made down- 
ads, and that the Urerus may be reduced to 
k proper Seat. But all this is chimerical : For 
e good Effects obſerved in this Method, are 
Wang to the Impreſſions made by that means 
the Thighs, and the Derivation of the Spi- 
Is thereunto; wherefore, they may be as 
ll rubbed upwards as downwards. The fol- 
Wing Remedies are much more efficacious, 
bey comprehend all fetid volatile Simples, 
ich by their Impreſſions on other Organs 
y cauſe a Revulſion of the Spirits from the 
trix; Such are the Feathers of a Partridge, 
. the Warts, hard Excreſcences, the Par- 
8 of Horſes Hoofs, Horns of Cow and other 
mals. 4/5. Fætid. Caſtor. Sagapen. ana p. 

X 2 49. 
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g. of which laſt you may form a Kind of 

Bole with ſome combuſtible Matter. This 
you burn, as well as the former Drogues, ſo 
that the Patient can conveniently receive their 
Fumes; or ſome of old Paper, Amber, T: 
| bacco, or the Leaves of Tanſey and Rue 
may be contuſed and introduced into her Ne 
ſtrils. All theſe ſhculd be employed the ons 
after the other pro re nata, as well to con 
tent the Aſſiſtants, as the Patient's Imagine 
tion, and to inſpire them with great Notion 
of the Phyſician's Ability, 

If the precedent Remedies are unſucceſsful 
employed, Sternutatories may be ordered, Te 
bacco is too gentle, wherefore the following 
are neceſſary, viz. Pulv. Sinap. Rad, Pyretr 
Caſtor. ana p. æg. This Powder you bloy 
through a Quill into the Patient's Noſtrib 
You are alſo ſometimes obliged to have Re 
courſe to Hellebor. & Sem, Staphis Agr. Tha 
you ſhould leave nothing unattempted in Or 
der to recover the Patient, you may preſcrib 
alſo acrid Clyſters of the Decoction of Mercu 
rial. Artemiſ. Puleg. Rut. in which you boi 
Sem. Cumin. Bacc. Laur, Fruct. Ariftoloch. tut 
or three of theſe Simples at one Time are {ut 
ficient. So that you may try all if the Fit! 
very long. To each of theſe Clyſters may b 
added Ol. Rut. Zij. or Hier. Picr, Iiij. or Vil 
emet. turbid. Zij. After the Uſe of theſe Clyſter 
you may order ſimple hyſteric ones of t 
laid Plants, without the Hiera Picra or Vil 


emet. but you may add a little of the oY 
[Ln 
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Vrine or Oxycrat. or make a Clyſter of one of 
beſe and a ſufhcient Quantity of Wine. 

If all theſe Methods are not enough to con- 
tnt the Aſſiſtants, you may permit them to 
ab and warm the Patient's Extremities, as they 
xe accuſtomed to do; and what is more eſſen- 
ful, you ſhould order ſome antihyſteric Potion, 
fthe Patient can ſwallow it, which you learn 
ly conveying ſome Drops of Water into her 
Fauces, and ſee their Effect. If Deglutition is 
ntercepted, it is not prudent to adminiſter any 
lquid Remedy, for fear by its Stay in the 
Fauces, it may glide under the Epiglottis into 
be Trachea Arteria, and ſo produce cough- 
ng and augment the Convulſions. If the Pa- 
tent's Condition requires this Potion, let it be 
wmpoſed of Ag. Meliſſ. or Carmelitar. Simp. 
%. Cinnamom. Hordeat. Matricar, Artemiſ. 
lard. B. Pæon. Mar. Ceraſor. Nigr. Flor. Au- 


his 


ell 


A rartior, Tiliæ. If you employ but two of theſe 
0 Waters at once, two Ounces of each will be 
| ficient, If three, Ziff. of each will be 
4 enough. Some highly recommend for the 
* ame Purpoſe Ag. trium. Nuc. In each Doſe of 
der preſcribed Waters, may be put, one or an- 
auer of the following Remedies. Pulv. Vale- 
i "> Ser. Pæon. Mar. Tiliæ. or what is 
bort efficacious, Caſtor. ad gr. xij. or Theriac, 
＋ a0 3j. or Tint. Anodyn. ad Gutt. xxxvj. the re- 


warkable Efficacy of the two laſt is owing to 
be Laudanum which they contain. For this 
Rlaxes the Solids and attenuates the Fluids: 
gu Locher Remedy very much in Vogue in theſe 

8 X 3 Fits, 
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Fits, is the Ol. Gagates, a Kind of blackiſh 
Amber. It is very hot and irritating, and is 
given in Ag. Matricar. Artemis, &c. to ſome 
few Drops. Thus you irritate the Noſe, Sto- 
mach, Rectum, Sc. in order to divert the 
Influx of the animal Spirits from the Uterus. 
But if you do not ſucceed, that the Fits fill 
ſubſiſt, and that the Convulſions are conſide. 
rable, you are to treat them almoſt like an 
Epilepſy, by plentiful Bleeding, if the Patient's 
Pulſe will permit you: But, as it is commonly 
very weak and imperceptible, bleeding in that 


Caſe would be hazardous; wherefore the moſt Wi; 
ſovereign and undoubted Remedy is the Emetic, . 
of Tart, Stibiat, Sojub. to 3 Grains or more, . 
Yet it is difficult to make the Patient vomit WW; 
in theſe Fits thro' the convulfive Tenſion of WW; 
the Diaphragm, whoſe alternative Action and Wh 
Relaxation are neceſſary for this Effect. . 

I finiſh with recommending a Remedy of WM: 
which I ſhould have ſpoken in the Beginning. Wi, 
But the good Women are ſeldom behind hand i, 
with it: For they employ it ſeaſonably enough, Wilt; 
as did formerly ſeveral famous Phyſicians, of Wii 
whom this Cuſtom was borrowed, vig. to in- n 
troduce ſome few Grains of Zibeth. or Muſc. Wi; 
alone, or tied up in a Piece of Linen, into the Bil, 
Vagina. The principal Effect of theſe proceeds Wil, 
from the Irritation they excite in the Vagina, il, 


and the Pollution thence reſulting, For by 
this Means the morbid and noxious Humou!s 
of the Uterus are partly diſcharged, as we com- 


monly ſee theſe Fits to end in ſuch Evacuati- 
| ons: 
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as: Juſt as we ſee any offenſive Matter in the 
Fye to raiſe a redundant Flux of Tears, where- 
uit is waſhed away. | | 

Il. The Treatment of the hyſteric Paſſion in 
he Intervals of its Fits, in order to prevent 
heir Return, chiefly conſiſts in the Removal 
the different Cauſes of the Diſorder. Thus 
{it ſprings, 1. From the Suppreſſion or Di- 
ninution of the menſtrual Flux, or from the 
Retention of the Lochia or Floodings, theſe 
Imcuations ſhould be reſtored, The Method 
f provoking the former, we delivered in the 
wpprefſion of the Menſtrua : That of the lat- 
tr we ſhall give in a particular Chapter, 2. If 
he Irritation and Fits ſpring from the Acri- 
mony of a Fluor Albus, you'll find the Cure, 
n the Chapter of that Diſorder. 3. If from 
de Abundance and Acrimony of the ſemi- 
Wil Humours, recommend Matrimony if it 
an be legitimately procured, to your Pa- 
lent; if not, employ the Remedia Anti- 
ahrodifiaca mentioned in the Chapter of 
te Furor - Uterinus, 4. If the Evil proceeds 
hom Scirrbi, Cancers or other Tumors of the 
lerus, &c. preſcribe anodyne diluting Reme- 
les, alternatively uſed with Aperitives. The 
peritives are the gentle Preparations of Mars, 
8 Tart, Mart. Solub. Sal. Mart. Rever, Croc. 
Mort, Ror. Maial. pp. The Preparations of 
Mercury which do not purge, as the Ætbiop. 
Miner, Mercur. Violac. Panacea Mercurial. 
ul in a ſmall Doſe, intermixing with their Uſe 
lachs, half-Baths or Semicupia, Apozems, De- 

X 4 coctions 
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coctions and other diluting Remedies, as Ser 
'La#. Chalybeat. Aſſes Milk, your mineral Wa 
ters, eſpecially thoſe of the ferruginous, vitri 
olic or acidulous Kinds. But all theſe aperi 
tive Remedies, as the antient Notion ſuſtain 
ſhould be blended with Bitters; for, ſay thi 
good Women, as the Noſe requires ſtimulating 
Remedies, and other Parts ſweet ones, fo dot 
the Uterus demand Bitters. But let this Op 
nion be well or ill grounded, you may permi 
Decoctions made of Chamedr. Chamepit. Cen 
taur. Min. & Abſynth; to render bitter you 
Purgatives of Ca. Coch. Man. & Infuſ. Fo 
Senn. Narcotics may be alſo preſcribed no 
and then, beginning, as we always recom 
mended, with the gentleſt of that Tribe: No 
are you to forget in this prophylactic Treat 
ment an exact Regimen, you are to order Di 
ſipation and company keeping, as allo Ex 
erciſe to your Patient; for theſe laſt alon 
have frequently cured very obſtinate hyſter! 
Paſſions, by recalling the Menſtrua, Li 
chia, Sc. | 
III. We now come to the third and laſt Mem 
ber of this Cure, which conſiſts in the De 
tail of ſome Remedies, eſteemed as ſo man) 
undoubted Specifics for the hyſteric Fits. The 
are, 

1. Ungul. Alc. Pulveriſat. ad zſſ. It is give 
in an Opiate or liquid Form in ſome antihylte! 
Water. Vet it is not better than the Hoofs0 
Horns of other Animals, 


a — — — — — — 1 — ＋˙1 .. 2 __ — 1 — 


TT ny wy > xt Cr wm 


2. In 


„ OF WOMEN. + 4313 
2. Inflamed Camphire extinguiſhed in ſome 
antibyſteric Water, as we mentioned before. 
This, tho ſerviceable, does not anſwer its 

t Encomiums. - 

Catuli or Juli Nucum, which are a Kind 
of Flower which appears about the budding 
Nuts, This dried and reduced into Pow- 
ter, is given to 3j. in Pills or liquid Form. 
Yet it is little worth: But it may amuſe the 
Patient's Imagination. If this cannot be con- 
reniently found the Ag. trium Nuc. may be 
ſubſtituted in its Place. This is made by 
diſtilling the firſt or ſoft Nuts. The Water 
thence extracted is thrown on others, and 
thus for three ſeveral Times on freſh Nuts 
till the Water is ſufficiently ſated with their 
Qualities, It is a common Drug in our Shops; 
but of no great Service. 

4. The good Women extreamly praiſe the 

Powder of a dried After-birth, which ſhould 
be of the firſt-born, and of a Male, as they 
will have it. This Powder is given to 3j. Some 
eſtcem it an infallible Remedy in the hyſteric 
Fits: But I think it is inferiour to Goat's Blood. 
For it is not ſo aperitive, nor divides the 
blood, ſo much as this. 
F. One Part of Nux Moſchat. and two of 
common Sulphur exhibited in ſome of the pre- 
ceeding Waters, or given in a Bole, is no 
deſpicable Remedy, and preferable to the a- 
boxe · mentioned. 


6. Shining 
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6. Shining Soot or Fuligo Candens, is recom. 
mended to the Doſe of Zj. | 

7. The Powder of Jeat or Gagates, which 
8 a Kind of blackiſh Amber, is not Praiſe-wor- 
thy in this Diſorder. | 

8. A Decoction of Rad. Pæon. made in 

Wine, is given to 3j. It is very active. 
9. The Fæculæ Bryoniæ, which is the Se- 
diment depoſed by the expreſſed Juice of that 
Plant. It is preſcribed to the Quantity of 
xv gr. in Opiats, c. 

10. Wolf's Liver is recommended, as well 
in theſe Fits as in the Epilepſy, in both which 
Caſes I found it very uſeful, which I attribute 
to the Bile which it contains. Its Doſe is 3i. 
11. Pulu. Granor. Actes. or the Powder of 
the Berries of our common and dwarf Elder, 
the one being called Bulus the other Sambucus, 
Dole is Zj. 1 N 

The following are more juſtly eſteemed in 
the Cure of the hyſteric Fits, viz. Caſtor. 
This is a very efficacious Remedy in the 
preſent Caſe, as are alſo Aſs. Fætid. Galban. 
Sagapen. & Myrrh, If you order three of 
them together, the Doſe of the Powder of 
each may be four or five Grains in Boles Ec, 
the Tin&ures are more conveniently pre- 
ſcribed, that of the Caſtor. and Myrh. are com- 
mon in the Shops. A TinCture alſo of the Galban. 
AſſaFetid. & Sagapen. may be equally extracted 
with the Spirit of Wine. Theſe Tinctures 
may be preſcribed to x Drops in ſome anti- 
"al | hyſteric 
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ſteric. Water; in which you may likewiſe 
ut Theriac. to 3j. pro re nata. For this is a 
ialuable Remedy in this Diſorder, as well on 
Account of the volatile aromatic Particles 
which it contains, as the Laudan. which enters 
ts Compoſition: The Waters in which the 
receding Powders, Cc. are put, are the fol- 
bwing: Ag. ae Lat. Cerafor. Nigr. Cinnamom. 
lurdeat. Ag. Thertacal. Matricar. and the other 
Watets above named, whoſe Doſe we have 
likewiſe mentioned, that of the treacle Water 
stoZij. As to Purgatives they are very neceſ- 
ary in theſe Fits; for they evacuate the abun- 
unt Crudities which are collected in the 
Prime Vie by Indigeſtions and bad Aliments, 
ho'the Patients ſay they renew their Fits, Let 
dem be of Caſſia boiled, to Ziv. or Man. tho 
ley ſay it is vaporous, or Infuſ. Senn. all 
which ſhould be rendred bitter by Ab/ynth, 
Wamedr, Centaur. &c. 


t 
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i Of the Chloroſis. 

q 'HIS Diſorder is defined a Kind of 
n. Cachexy or depraved State of the Hu- 


d Wnvours, wherein the Patient's Viſage is ve 

es Wile, livid, lead-colour'd or blackiſh, attended 
j- With Pica and Malacia, general Laſſitude, 
ic Inactivity 


* 
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Inactivity and Heavineſs, Somnolency, œde- 
matous Swelling of the Feet by Day, and 


of the Viſage, eſpecially the Eye: ids by 


Night. „„ 
It is called in French, Les pales Couleurs, 
in Latin, Febris Pallida or Amatoria V. Irgi- 
num; in Greek, Chloroſis, or Color pallidus 
Women only are ſubject to it, thoſe particu- 
larly about the Age of ſixteen or ſeventeen 
Years, whoſe Menſtrua are diminiſhed or ſup- 
preſſed: Vet the Caſes wherein the Chlorojis is 
obſerved are, 1. The above-mentioned Girls, 
2. In Virgins or married Women; who, tho 
formerly well purged of their Menſtrua, but 
diminiſhed or intirely ſuppreſſed about the 
Age of twenty five or thirty, are frequently 
ſubject to this Diſorder, 3. In pregnant Women 
until the third or fourth Month of their Preg- 
nancy. In the two former Subjects the Ch/s- 
rofis is removed, as ſoon as the Menſtrua are 
reſtored; in the later when the Infant is capa- 
ble to conſume the ſuperfluous Blood. But 
as the Menſtrua are equally deranged in the 
three mentioned Caſes, what doth happen? 
It is evident that the Uterus is over-charged 
with Blood. This particular Pl/ethora creates 
a Tumor of the Hypogaſtrium, with Ten- 
ſion and Pain: The neighbouring Arteries, ac- 
cording to their Vicinity. to thoſe of the Uzerus, 
are ſucceſſively over-charged with Blood, as 
the Tliac, Meſenteric, and Celiac Arteries, From 
the Infarction of the Hypogaſtric Arteriss, 


Pain, Heavineſs, Laſſitude and a Kind of In- 
8 dolence 
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e ilence, particularly of the Thighs and 
d dor Parts, will ſupervene. From the Plenitude 
e the Iliac Arteries ſpring a Torpor, Tenſion 
ind Inactivity of the Feet. The Obſtruction 
of the Meſenteric Arteries gives Room to grip- 
ng. Heat of the Inteſtines, Conſtipation, Ob- 
WH fruftion of the Glands of the Meſentery, eſ- 
xecially thoſe of its middle, Finally the Li- 
ſer and Spleen are over-charged with Blood, 
thro! the Plenitude of the Celiac Arteries, The 
domach alſo is diſordered by the ſame Cauſes, 
yhich Organ we are to conſider the more, as 
this Diſorder acts ſome of its chiefeſt Scenes 
therein, For the Plethora of the Stomach, 
liſtends its Fibres, and ſo much changes its 
Tonus, that all the Impreſſions made thereon 
re entirely new and different from thoſe which 
t hitherto ſuffered, Thus if you change the 
Tenfion of fiddle-Strings, you'll have as many 
ad various Sounds, as the Degrees of Tenſion 
ae, In the Stomach likewiſe, the Vibrations 
Fill be of a new Kind, thro' the preternatu- 
ul Tenſion of its Fibres, Hence the Patient will 
laye ſometimes a Cibi faſtidium or Malacia; 
the Meats formerly grateful, now excite other 
lmpreſſions and Senſations. The Patient on 
the contrary ſeeks for unuſual Food or pre- 
poſterous Things, according to the Analogy 
they have with the Tone of the Stomach. - Thus 
ſhe will exceſſively deſire Coals, Earth, Plaſter, 


1 burnt Bread, Wax, and a thouſand other ſuch 
in. Things, whoſe Uſe and Deſire conſtitutes a 


1Ce Pica, That all theſe Symptoms ſpring _ 
the 
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the deranged Tone of the Stomach. may he 
proved, by the Change of Tonus in the Fibres 
of the Membrana Pituitaria in ſome Fever, 
For, thro' this change, the Patients who in 
good Health admired Tobacco, now cannot 
bear the very ſmell of it. The fame Thing 
may be ſaid of the Uſe of Wine, with a thou- 
ſand ſuch like Inſtances, I perceive that in- 
dependant of any Change of the Tonus of the 
Stomach, ſome may attribute the Diſguſt of 
Wine, &c. to the Depravation of the Saliua 
by the Reflux and Mixture of Bile. This, I 
own, may contribute to the Diſguſt, but it is 
rarely capable of itſelf to have this Effect. 
For we obſerve ſome Patients in whom the 
Bile cannot be accuſed; yet they are diſguſted 
by ſeveral Things which they formerly ad- 
mired; witneſs pregnant Women, who have 
no Regurgitation of Bile into the Blood and 
Saliva, Not only the Depravation of Taſte 
and other preternatural Impreſſions reſult from 
the vicious Tone of the Stomach, but allo 
Indigeſtions; the bad Quality of the Things 
eaten and defired in that State, concurring 
thereunto. - Hence ſprings a crude and viſcid 
Chyle: This inſpiflates the Blood, whoſe dif- 
ferent Parts will be therefore ill united and 
blended together, The globular Part which 
gives a red Colour to the Viſage, c. cannot, 
_ thro! its Spiſſitude, glide into the cutaneous 
Veſſels: But the ſerous part of the Blood being 
better adapted to their Diameters will take 1 
Place, hence Paleneſs: For the ſame Reaſons 
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the animal Spirits will become ſerous and un- 
active; and will conſequently give Occaſion 
to a general Weakneſs, Laſſitude, Heavineſs, 
domnolency, Indolence, and ſeveral other Læ- 
funs of the animal Functions. Hence ſpring 
likewiſe Oedemata of the Feet by Day, to 
which contribute the Patient's Situation and 
Indolency. The Viſage from a horizontal Si- 
wation will be ſwelled in the Morning, par- 
ticularly the Eye-lids, which are ſpongy, ſoft 
nd deſtitute of ſtrong Muſcles, whoſe Con- 
tation may expreſs the ſtagnant Serum. 

The Patient has difficult Reſpiration, eſpe- 
cally when ſhe aſcends, or walks in craggy 
meven Places; becauſe the muſcular Contra- 
tion neceſſary for theſe Actions doth expreſs 
nd propel the ſpiſſid Blood very abundantly 
n the Lungs, whoſe ſpongy Texture ſuffers 
lie Humours to glut the pulmonary Veſſels. 
Hence alſo proceed Palpitations of the Heart; 
lor the right Ventricle of the Heart cannot diſ- 
george itſelf without a Reflux of the expreſſed 
Blood, through the Plenitude and Reſiſtance 
the pulmonary Arteries. The Vena Cava 
Hendens, and jugular Veins, cannot diſcharge 
bemſelves of their Blood, through the ſaid 
lmpediments in the Heart and Lungs; the Ca- 
od Arteries therefore beat violently, Hence 
lie Patient has a kind of Fever, quick Pulſe, 
Cc, during the Diſorder. In ſhort, we may 
duce ſeveral other Symptoms from the In- 
ation of the Uterus alone, and the ſimple 
llechaniſm thereof, which we nn. = 

| tailed ; 
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tailed ; all being commonly the Effect of a dj. 
miniſhed or ſuppreſſed Menſtruation, to which 
a Cbhlorofis always ſucceeds. That theſe may 
ſpring from the ſimple Infarction of the 244. 
trix we proved by the Example of pregnant 
Women; yet I do not deny but they may be 
augmented by Indigeſtions, and other Circum- 
ſtances before- mentioned. | 
As for the Differences, they are ſo few in thi 
Diſorder, that they merit no particular Se- 
ction; for I know none but the three before. 
mentioned, viz, a Chlorofss of Girls, aged Mo- 
men, and ſuch as are pregnant. 
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In theſe we are to examine three things 
1. The Diſorder. 2. Its Degrees. 3. Its Spe 
cies. 

1. The Diſeaſe is manifeſt by the cedematous 
Swelling of the Face and Extremities, Pale 
neſs of the Face, Indolence and Heavineſs, lo 
litary and melancholic Humour, &c, _ 

2. The Degree of the Chlorgfis is learned fro 
the Number and Violence of the Symptom 
Thus if they be very numerous and violent at 
the ſame time, the Diſorder is in its highelt 
Degree. . by 

3. Its Species you learn by the Condition 0 
the Patient, Thus you ſoon diſcover whether 
ſhe be a young Woman about ſixteen or ſev? 
teen, or advanced in Age, .of twenty-five 0 Ihe: 
thirty Years, or, finally, if ſhe is een 
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PRoGNoSTICS, | 
The Chlorofis is very obſtinate, and diffi 
wltly removed, becauſe the Menſtrua are not 
ally reſtored ; yet it is rarely mortal: for 
bme bear it for ſeveral Years, Nevertheleſs, 
{ the Patient be naturally of a bad Habit of 

body, it may degenerate into various Dr 
ſes, Scirrhi of the abdominal Viſcera, through 
beit Infarction, flow Fever, Pthifis, &c. In 
ung Women, who were never regularly pur- 
gal of their Menſtrua, the Chlorofis is extreme- 
obſtinate thro* the Hardneſs and Compact 
te of their Uzerus ; and tho' you reſtore the 
Merſtrua, and that the Diſorder is ſeemingly 
ared, yet it frequently returns in ſuch Pa- 
tents Women of more Years, who formerl 
kd regular Menſtrua, are more eafily cured z 
krauſe the Paſſages of this Evacuation are, as 
t were, prepared and diſpoſed to give way 
mien the Blood duly preſents itſelf, Of all 
bele Patients, pregnant Women are the moſt 
ally cured ; for the Infant, about the fourth 
Month, conſumes the ſuperfluous Blood, which 
ae room to the Diſorder, and ſhe is intirely 
il thereof after Delivery. Such as from theit 
louth are ſubject to a Chloroſis, are commonly 
uren, or have morbid and langnid Infants ; 
bt a vigorous and good Generation is prevent- 
by the Denſity and Compactneſs of the 
llerus, as alſo its Obſtruction, and the vicious 
nſtitution of the whole Body, Matrimony 
| x. 78 very 
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very frequently cures it, by provoking the 
Menſtrua; for as ſoon as theſe appear, whic 
is commonly ſoon after the Conſummation of 
Marriage, the Diſorder. ceaſes. 9 
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This preſents three Indications. 1. To re 
move the Obſtructions and other Impediment 
2. To augment the Impulſe and Velocity e 
the Blood, in order to render its Momenty 
on the uterine Veſſels the greater. 3. To re 
lax the Veſſels of the Uterus, in order to giy 
way to the impelled Blood, 

The two firſt Indications are fulfilled by t 
ſame Remedies, via. by Aperitives and Atte 
nuants. The Simples of theſe Claſſes are y 
numerous; but I ſhall ſele& the following, 
being the moſt uſual and efficacious, of whicl 
you may make aperitive Broths, Apozems, & 
Rad. Ariſtoloch. rub, Tin&. Anon. Eryng. A. 
parag. Bruſc. Apii, an Ounce of each, it yo 
employ three together, or two Ounces, if yo 

order but two. To theſe you may add 4 
Artemiſ. Matricar, Puleg. Marrub. Origa 
Cbamedr. Chamaepit, three Pugils of three 0 
them, and ſo in Proportion to the Number yon 
employ. If you want to render theſe Decoction 
more efficacious, you may add ſome of the fol 
lowingRemedies to them; viz. Milleped. which. 
you contuſe, and throw the Decoction or Brote 
thereon. Borax is alſo very efficacious ; 
Doſe is gr. xy. or Arcan. Duplicat. & Tarl 
eres | Vitriila 
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ſitriolat. to 3M. Tart. Martial. Solub. to gr. 
wiv, Theſe Remedies, pro re nata, may be 
ontinued for twenty-two Days, or thereabout. 
h their Place you may alſo employ Ser. Lact. 
(balybeat. to which you add the Juice of Fu- 
wr, or Cherefol, Mineral Waters do Won- 
ers in theſe Caſes ; for they are diluent and 
peritive at the ſame time. If you fancy, or 
Occaſion requires, you may come to the Uſe 
{dry Aperitives, inſtead of the above liquid 
nes. Theſe you order in Electuaries, Lo- 
enges, Boles, and the like. The Ingredients 
Tart. Martial. Flor, Mart. Croc. Mart. 
ther. Ror. Maijal. pp. their Doſe in general 
tay be xx gr. After the Preparations of Mars, 
boſe of Mercury may take place, particularly 
ieh of them as are not purgative, as ÆAtbiop. 
ner, Cinnabar. Merc, Violac. Panac. Mer- 
Wal, The Merc, Viol. and Athiops are given 
x gr. the reſt to viij. Next to theſe are 
le Salts, but above all the Borax, to xij gr. 
teach Doſe; or you may employ the Arcan. 
Wplicat, to Iſſ. or Milleped. to 9j. The 
ums, &c, do not want their Merit for this 
apoſe, as the Af. Fetid, Aloe, Succotrin, 
O88 Myrrh ; which are given in a larger Doſe 
un the Galban. Sagapen. Gum. Ammoniac. 
u employ Honey, or ſome appropriated 8y- 
p to make theſe Remedies into Pills or Ele- 
beg vries; and Sugar, Cc. to make them into 
enges. See the reſt of this Cure in the 
þ „ ppreſſion of the Menſtrugng. 
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The third Indication is anſwered by ſeveral 
Remedies which relax the uterine Veſſels. Such 
are emollient Baths, half-Baths, Fomentations, 
Injections; to which Purpoſe mineral Waters 
may be alſo employed. Vid. Suppreſſ. Men 
After theſe Rewedies, you may recommend 
1. Matrimony, which is the moſt powerfy 
Remedy ta reſtore the Menſrua, as Experience 

oves. 2. Frequent Purgatives are very uſe 
ful, as are alſo Emetics, provided the Patient 
Breaſt can bear them; for the Contraction 
and Shotks excited by theſe Remedies contri 
bute to remove the Obſtructions, and to ex 


the Blood out of the uterine Vellels, 3 
Exerciſe, * whether on Foot, Horſe-back, in n 
Coach, Ge. in rough uneven Places, is allo aF. 
excellent Remedy to divide and attenuate th 

Blood, and make it flow by the Matrix. v 
Perfumes are very good in certain Caſes; they” 
are chiefly made of Scoriæ Anti monii project. 
ed on the Coals, and the Fume received b 0 
the nd into her Parts of Generation Ar 
TEL LEM 0 
— 0 
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0% Conception. obſ 
her 


* 9 E is hitherto treated of ſeveral L 92 
ons of Fecundation ; we now co An: 


to ſpeak of the other Articles which we Wen: 
miſed in our Prowmium; viz. the Mechaaiit of } 
and Conditions of Conception, without wile; 
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xe cannot comprehend Sterility, of which we 
halt treat ſoon after, till we come by degrees 
» ſpeak of Geſtation, Parturition, and the Nu- 
nion of the Fætus. 51 

Conception is the Formation of an Embryos 
h the Mother's Womb, or other Appendages 
Generation. A complete Embryo is defined 
Totum compoſed of the Parts of a human 
body, organized and united to an organized 
Placenta, both which grow in the Mother's 
Womb. A; | | it. 
To explain how this Myſtery of Nature is 
xrformed, let us begin with fome auxiliary 
x known and felf-evident Propoſitions, that 
hereby we may core by degrees to the Know- 
kdge of what we ſeek for. Wherefore, 

1. In order to conceive, the Union of the 
two Sexes, or of the Male and Female, is ne- 
elary, I know Naturaliſts will object, that 
mails, Earth- worms, &c. do not require this 
Copulation : But let them conſider that theſe 
Animals are each of them an Hermaphradite, 
wnſequently they need no other Aſſiſtance for 
Impregnation ; nor does this hinder the Male 
ck the one from enjoying the Female of 
the other. Beſides theſe, the Naturaliſts have 
Wlerved ſome vegetative Animals, which ad- 
here, or are twiſted about Trees, Rocks, 
He. but theſe, you ſay, cannot join any other 
animals, even of their own kind, being always 
confined to the ſaid Places: Vet the Uniformity 
of Nature requires the Union of the two Sexes 
fren in this Cafe, How it is performed we 

1 3 leave 
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leave to the Scrutiny of Naturaliſts. But what 
is Fact, is, that for the Conception of Man, 
this Union is indiſpenſably neceſſary. 

2. That Conception may arrive, it is neceſ- 
fary that the Semen of the Male ſhould enter 
into the Matrix, or into Part of it, or at leaſt 
into the Fundus of the V. agina. Harvey fays, 
that Mares, &c. engender very often by the 
ſimple Approach of the Parts of the Male to 
thoſe of the Female; fo that an imperfect 
8 is enough in that Caſe, accord- 

to him. This I will not at preſent at- 
pt to decide. I acknowledge that we 
obſerve no Copulation in ſome Fiſhes, but a 
ſimple Friction of their Parts of Generation, 
whereby they engender; yet the Generation of 
all perfect Animals, as Man is, require this 
Copulation, fo that the Semen may be convey d 
into the Parts above- mentioned. | 
In' the Semen of all Animals -are ob- 
ſerved other ſmaller Animals, which are very 
active, having a large Head, and ſharp and 
long Tail, much like young Frogs. Thele 
are very numerous, ſo that there are thouſands 
of them in the ſmalleſt Drop of the Semen. In 
the Semen of Infants, younger Animals, or 
ſuch" as are very old, theſe ſeminal Animals 
are few, weak, and languid. This Diſcovery 
we owe to'Lewenhoek' and his Glaſſes, fince 
whoſe Time the repeated Experiments of other 
curious Perfons have confirmed their Exiſtence. 
Nor are we to believe Verbeyen, who afſures 


vs they are nothing elſe but aerial Bulle. 5 
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4 In the Teſticles or Ovaria of Women 
xe contained ſeveral Veſicles, adhering to theſe 
gans by a Pedunculus, and are covered over 
ah .a common Pellicle, each in its proper 
lodge. Anatomy proves their Reality. In 
nult Women they are viſible, almoſt imper- 
eptible in young Girls, but flaccid in old 
Women. ; | | | 
5. There are as many of theſe above Veſi- 
des which fall out of the Ovaria, leaving 
ame ſmall Cavities or red Spots in the Ova- 
10, as there were Impregnations or Einbryo's, 
The Femals who had or have but one Em- 
h, have alſo but one Cavity or red Point 
n the Ovarium; thoſe who have had many, 
we likewiſe as many Cavities in their Teſti- 
s. This De Graaf has particularly ob- 
med. Theſe Veſicles, in order to quit their 
Pace, ſhould grow, augment in Bulk when 
mpregnated, and burſt at length the Pellicle 
which ſurrounds them, In Woman common- 
there is but one Veſicula thus ripen'd ; in 
nultiparous Animals there are many more, 
which give Room to ſo many Cicatrices of 
be Ovaria. The Ova thus dropped, are 
wveyed by the. periſtaltic Motion of the Tube . 
tallopiane into the Uterus. Some Phyſicians 
h that the Embryo in Miniature is contained 
n theſe Ova ; others maintain it to be only in 
lie Semen. of Man. Our Sentiments of the 
— will appear from the following Expli- 
n. 4 THE ES FRO 570 15 
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What we have hitherto laid down is Matter 
of Fact; but what we are to ſay for the fu- 
ture, I would have you take as a probable 
Conjecture only, or I may ſay ſomething 
weaker. Thus let us ſuppoſe that the above 
Veſicles of the Ovaria of Women contain 
each the Stamina or Rudiments of the Plz. 
centa, with the Tunics or Membranes, and 
other Appendages of the Fætus; and that the 
Seed of Man contains the Body of the Enbryn 
This Semen injected into the Matrix in all ef- 
fectual Conceptions, is abſorbed by the Veſch 
intended for that Purpoſe in the Uterus; 2; 
Experience proves: For Dr. Harvey aſſures 
us, that in a ſmall Time after Copulation he 
never could diſcover one Drop of Seed in the 
Matrix of Deers. This is what we fee 
in mercurial Frictions, Baths, Cc. where- 
in the various Fluids are abſorbed into the 
Courſe of Circulation. The fluid Particles of 
the Semen being thus abſorbed, the Animals 
therein contained remain in the Uterus, where 
they are cheriſhed and preſerved by the Heat 
and Seroſity of that Organ, for ſome {mall 
Time. That the fluid Part of the Semen is ab- 
ſorbed as aboveſaid, is alſo proved by the ſud- 
den Change which happens to the Fleſh, Milk 
and other Humours of all female Animals, im- 
mediately after effectual Coition; for all their 
Parts at that Time are very diſagreeable. The 
Aura ſeminalis thus conveyed by the Couric 
of Circulation to the Ovaria, the impregnated 
Veſicles begin to ſwell either by a certain Fer- 
re; IA mentation 
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mentätion or oſcillatory Motion exeited in 


their Parts by that Humour, till they come 


10 a certain Size, juſt as we ſee ſome Tu- 
mors on the Surface of the Body, which by 
the Laus of Nature ſuddenly ſwell in like 
manner. The tumified Veſicle burſts its Te- 
guments or Netinacula, and falls, as we ſaid, 
nto the Uterus ; or if many Ova are impre 

nated at the fame time, they all fall together, 
or the one ſoon after the other. Being re- 
ceived into the Uzerys, the Egg ſwims in the 
Serum of that Organ; ſo that, by the Laws 
of Hydroſtatics, the heavieſt Parts of the Ve- 
ficle fink or regard the Os Uters, and the light- 
eſt Parts its Fundus; and as the Placenta is ve 

loht and ſpongy, it is natural that it ſhonld 
regard the Fundus of the Uterus. The Placenta 
in the Ovum is commonly in that Part where 
the Veſicle adhered to the Ovarium, or where 
the Pedunculus is obſerved, The Ovum thus 
liſpoſed is probably attacked by one of the ſe- 
minal 'Animals before-mentioned, which till 
bare remained in the Cavity of the Urerus. I 
hay one, becauſe we may ſuppoſe that the Ovum 
bas but one Paſſage exactly accommodated to 
the Size of theſe Creatures. The Animal 
thus in Poſſeſſion of the Ovum, is fomented 
and nouriſhed therein, continually augmenting 
m Bulk, as does alſo the Placenta by means 
of the ſurrounding Serum or Lympha, till it 
adheres by the Part aboveſaid to the Bottom 
of the Uterus. But the other remaining Ani- 


mals, for want of a proper Place and Nou- 
n riſhment, 
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330 OF THE DISEASES 
riſhment, at length periſh. The Probability 
of this Syſtem appears by conſidering; that the 
Animals aforeſaid, as alſo the Veſculæ which 
manifeſtly drop from the Qvarza ſhould have 
been deſtined: for ſome. Uſe in Generation by 
Nature; but you cannot attribute a more play. 
ſible Uſe to them, than what we have men- 
tioned in our Syſtem of Generation, wherein 
the Union of all theſe things ſquares very well 
with that Intent. ms 1 
Now that we have eſtabliſhed our Notion 
of Conception and Generation, we are in the 
next Place to anſwer ſome Difficulties which 
may be made againſt our Syſtem. 

1. Why in this Sentiment ſhould an infinite 
Number of other Animals periſh, and but 
one only or ſome few | be preſerved ? For 
this ſeems contrary to the Simplicity and 
Uniformity of Nature: But do we know all 
the ſecret Receſſes of Nature, and all the 
Views of its Author? Moreover, why do fo 
many thouſand Ova remain uſeleſs in the Ova- 
ria, particularly of thoſe Women who never 
conceive ? In like manner, to what Purpoſe 
are the infinite Seeds of Plants, which periſh, 
or remain barren ? Nor are theſe Animals in 
the Semen of Man united to ſo many Souls, 
nor are they even the Rudiments of Man, on- 
ly in as much as they are joined to the Ova 
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or Veficule of Women. Nor do we know in Wl at 
what Time afterwards the Soul is united to BW Bc 
them; but that we conjecture in general, that Bl thi 
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this happens when Generation is perfect. 
: 3 | 2, How 
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2. How can we explain in our Syſtem the 
Union of the Veſſels of the Placenta to theſe 
of the Fætus, ſo that the umbilical Arteries 
of the one ſhould meet the correſponding Veſ- 
els of the other? The ſame thing may be 
aid of the umbilical Veins: And why ſhould 
not/all unite themſelves to the Breaſt or Head, 
s well as to the Navel to which they are al- 
ways tied? This Objection is of great weight, 
tor can we anſwer it otherwiſe than by faying 
that the ſmall Worm or Animal cannot enter 
the Pore of the Ovam only in one Senſe and 
ituation, ſo that it exactly fills the Paſſage ; 
ad that this Site being conſtant, and anſwer- 
ng the Views of Nature, the Parts of the Pla- 
enta and Fætus ſhould always correſpond to 
ach other in the ſame manner, juſt as we fee 
in the Veſſels of ingrafted Plants, which an- 
wer each other. This Opinion ſeems to be 
confirmed by what happens after the cutting 
nd Ligature of the umbilical Veſſels: For 
wt it where you will, approach the Placenta 
v Heat, or make any other Impreſſions you 
pleaſe thereon, the Infant never feels any of 
them; Whence it appears, that theſe umbili- 
al Veſſels are only an Appendage organically 
Uſpoſed, and, as it were, ſomething foreign 


o che Infant, united by ſimple Contact to his 
a umbilical Veſſels. Moreover, tie theſe Veſſels 
n what Diſtance you will from the Infant's 
0 i Body, it would be reaſonable! to think that 
de Part thereof betwixt the Ligature and Pla- 
fenta ſhould fall off by Mortification, _ 

| that 
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that the Remainder betwixt the Ligature and 
Infant's Belly ſhould ſtill remain, We find 
on the contrary, that the Separation of theſe 
Veſſels doth conſtantly happen in the fame 
Place, and independent of the Ligature, in as 
much as the Diviſton is made of itſelf near 
the Surface of the Infant's Body, on the inſide of 
the Ligature ; whence we may conclude, that 
in the original Formation of theſe Parts there 
was a certain Union of the umbilical Veſſels 
in that Place. So that the ſprouting Veſſels 
of the Placenta met thoſe of the Body of the 
Infant in that very Place. 

3. How do we explain in our Syſtem the 
Generation of Embryo's in the Ovarium, Tu- 
ber Fallopianæ, &c? Theſe, as well as the 
Obſervations which atteſt them, I ſuſpect very 
much. And if ſuch things are real, it muſt 
be that ſome of the Animals remaining in the 
Uterus, after the Injection of the Seed, have 
crept up by the Tube, till they met theſe 
Velicles in their Paſſage. 


4. What is the Origin of theſe Animals? 


This 1 anſwer by demanding what is the Ori- 
-j gin of the Veſicles in Woman's Ovaria? Some, 


know, fay that the Rudiments of all human 
Kind were contained in the Ovaria of Eve; 
and thoſe who maintain the contrary Sentiment, 
hold, that they were all contained in the Se 
men of Adam: But I do not believe either 


the one or the other; tho' I am intirely ig- 


norant of the Origin of the 2 as well as 


that of the other, So when I find the Reaſor 
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of the Origin of the Veſculæ in the Ovaria 
of Woman, I will eaſily account for the 
Origin of the Auimalcula in the Semen of 

g. How do I explain in my Syſtem the Si- 
nilitude that ſome Children have with their 
Fathers, others with their Mothers? The 
Head in Mules is like that of their Sire, the 
reſt of the Body like an Aſs, &c. for in our 
Sentiment all the Breed ſhould be like the Fa- 
ther, ſeeing they ſpring from his Seed. The 
Solution of this Difficulty could never be gi 
ren in the Syſtem of thoſe who hold that the 
Embryo is originally contained in the Veſicles 
of the Mother. But in my Syſtem it may be 
explained as-followeth : As the Embryo origi- 
nally proceeds from the Semen of its Father, 
it ſtill retains his Lineaments; but as the ſmall 
Animal afterwards introduces itſelf into the 
Pore or Paſſage of the Ovum, it is therein 
ſhaped, and, as it were, moulded ; whence it 
is more or leſs ſtamped to the Likeneſs. of its 
Mother, whoſe Lineaments are impreſſed by 
the Author of Nature on that Hole or Paſſage 
thro” which the Animal enters the Ouvum; ſo 
that if this Creature exactly fills the Hole, 
and is obliged to force itſelf, the Features of 
the Mother will be the more impreſſed on 
it; but if it be ſo little, as to enter with- 
out any Reſiſtance or Compreſſion, it will al- 
ways retain its Father's Features, In like 
manner you may underſtand the various inter- 
mediate Degrees of Similitude to the Father 

| or 


5 


334 OF. THE DISEASES 

or Mother, as the Embryo is more or leſs ſealed 
by the Narrowneſs or Largeneſs of the PaC. 
- ſage, Hence is alſo explained the Similitude 
which all the Males of one Family have with 
their Fathers, whilſt the Females are very 
like their Mothers. The former ſuffer nö 
Compreſſion in their Paſſage thro the Ovun; 
the latter, as being originally larger in this 


Cafe, are on the contrary very much compref- 
led and ſhaped like the Mother, 
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char. XXVI. 
Of Sterility, 


QTERILIT Vis a Want of Conception 
in a Woman of requiſite Age who duly 
ſuffers the Approaches of Man. 

That this Fault in Woman may be the bet- 
ter underſtood, you ſhould recolle& the four 
principal Conditions of Conception mentioned 
in the precedent Chapter. Theſe are, 1. The 
Injection of the Semen into the Uterus. 2. The 
Abſorption of its moſt fluid Parts into the 
Blood by Means of the lymphatic Veſſels of 
the Uterus, as we ſee the Mercury is abſorbed 
in venereal Caſes. 3. That the remaining 
Animals ſhould live and be well fomented by 
the Heat and Serofity of the Uteris. 4. That 
the Aura Seminalis conveyed into the Court 
of Circulation, ſhonld*penctrate into the Ov 
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rin and impreguate the ripeſt Egg or | Eggs, 
which according to their Maturity ſhould 
burſt the ſurrounding Membrane, deſcend into 
the Matrix, and receive the Animals there re- 
maining, as we explained before. $ 

To theſe four principal Heads are referred, 
Lege contrariorum, all the Cauſes of Sterility. 
Wherefore, 1. If the Semen cannot penetrate 
into the Iterus; 2. If its fluid Parts cannot 
de abſorbed; 3. If the Animals remaining in 
the Cavity of the ers do perith before the 
Ovum falls; 4. I ho all the preceding Con- 
ditions ſubſiſt, if the Veſicles in the Ovaria 
are not well diſpoſed for Fecundation, no Con- 
ception will enſue; conſequently the Woman 
will be barren. To give therefore an ample 
Idea of Barrenneſs, we ſhould explain the Im- 
pediments thereof comprehended under each 
of theſe principal Claſſes. Hence. 

I. The Introduction of the Semen into the 
Uterus is prevented by five Cauſes, 1. By the 
Obturation or Cloſure of the Os Neri, as 
ve obſerve in Pregnancy, Dropſy of the Ma- 
trix, and other Affections of that Organ. Yet 
ve ſometimes, tho rarely, meet Superfetation 
during Pregnancy. But this 1 before 
the Os Uteri is cloſed, and particularly in ſuch 
as are very falacious and hot; in whom, tho 
the Os Uteri be cloſed for ſome Time, yet 
their exceſſive Deſire of Venery, and the con- 
ſulſive Contractions their Matrix is in during 
the Action, procures ſuch a Divulſion in the 


he Uteri, that it Opp and receives the Semen, 
tho” 
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tho' a Fætus be contained in the Womb he. 
fore. 2. By the Compreſſion or Strangulation 
of the Os Uter: thro' Scirrbi, Tubercles, and 
other Tumors near that Place. 3. The In- 
troduction of the Seed will be impoſſible if the 
Orifice of the Matrix, Vagina, Gc. be oblite- 
rated or effaced; as may be obſerved in ſome 
venereal Ulcers, Exulcerations, or Excoriations 
of the faid Parts in difficult Births, &c. where- 
in we frequently obſerve theſe Parts to be tom 
or excoriated, 4. By the oblique or vicious 
Situation of the Os Uteri. This Fault is a very 
frequent Cauſe of Sterility. For when the 0: 
Uterti does not directly anſwer the Situation and 
Direction as well of the Vagina as Penis, as 
when this Orifice is turned laterally or to the 
Back or Belly, Sc. the Semen can never be 
injected into its Cavity, 5. It is neceſſary, in 
the venereal Action, in order to conceive, that 
the Vagina ſhould be contracted, and that the 
Os Uteri ſhould approach to the Extremity 
of the Prints; which is performed, as we te- 
marked before, by a ſympathetic Mechaniſm 
or Contraction of the Ligamenta Rotunda, Ec. 
So that all theſe Parts ſhould be exactly ad- 
apted to the Dimenſions of the Penis; which 
the natural Inſtinct and Senſation of Pleaſure 
do produce. But if all theſe Parts are flaccid, 
indolent, and as it were, inſenſible to Love-plea- 
ſures, the Orifice of the Matrix is too far 
from the Glans Penis, it will not ſufficiently 
pe to yield a free Paſſage to the Semen; 
conſequently Conception will not * 
75 e 
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eſect is obſervable in very cold, languid and 
genſible Women, and theſe particularly who 
te the Embraces of their Huſbands or Gal- 
nts, Thus far of the firſt Member or Claſs 
{Cauſes. .. 

ll. The fluid Parts of the injected Seed is 
a imbibed or abſorbed for two Reaſons, ei- 
ter becauſe the Body of the Matrix is im- 
xrvious, or becauſe the Seed remains not 
bo enough in its Cavity. 1, The Uterus is 
ut permeable when its Texture is too denſe, 
ul and compact, as it is in ſuch as never 
any Menſtrua; or tho they have been re- 
larly purged of them formerly, yet do now 
kbour under an inveterate Suppreſſion thereof. 
Ic theſe two Caſes preſuppoſe a Denſity and 
teternatural Refiſtance in the Matrix, from 
arrhi, Obſtructions, and ſuch like Affections 
I that Organ. This Impenetrability will alſo 
gervene, if the internal Surface of the re- 
w is covered, or, as it were, lined with a 
id tenacious Lymph, as we obſerve in an 
bllinate. Fluor Albus, 2. The Seed remains 
u long enough in the Matrix, in ſome 
les, wherein it is ſuddenly waſhed away, 
nan abundant Fluor Albus, Hzmorrhage or 
Ker frequent ſanguine Evacuations of the 
omb; when the Os Teri remains open a 


id, 
5 "> Time after the Injection of the Semen, 
far d that the Parts of Generation of the Wo- 


Wm are very wet. For this Reaſon ſome 
omen immediately after Coition, in order 


TY their bro, with Child, exerciſe 
ect N themſelves 
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themſelves heartily ; that thereby the Sen 
may be diſcharged out of the Womb. 
III. Tho' the Semen be injected into t 
Uterus, and abſorbed into the Blood; y 
if the Ovaria be not well diſpoſed to n 
ceive it, Conception will not enſue. For, th 
Fecundation may happen, it is neceſſary, th 
at leaſt, one Egg or Veſicle in the Ovariy 
ſhould be, if I may fay ſo, ripe and ſuſcept 
ble of ſome Degree of Rarefaction and Fe 
mentation. But if none of them be thus d 
poſed, Fecundation will be impeded, Th 
Vice of the Ovaria is frequently the Effet 
their Abſceſſes, Scirrbi, various Dropfics ar 
other Diſeaſes, of which I have ſpoken | 
the Chapter of the Diſorders of the Ovar 
Theſe Organs are alſo ill-diſpoſed or vitite 
in Women who are too young, or of a {ub 
ficient Age, but never had their Menſtrua: Fe 
in ſuch as are too young the Ova are too tend 
and inſuſceptible of the Impreſſions of the Sec 
which are neceſſary for Fecundation; in ol 
Women or thoſe who are paſt forty five or ff 
the Menſtrua are deficient, the Ovaria ate to 
rigid, denſe and wrinkled ; conſequently they ar 
incapable of Fecundation by a contrary Vice. 
IV. Tho' all the preceding Conditions att 
to be met with in a Woman; yet if the ſem 
nal Animals, one at leaſt, be not alive anc 
ſufficiently active, no Conception will enſie 
Wherefore as often as theſe Animals periſh in 
the Cavity of the Uterus before the Ovum falls 


or deſcends thereinto, it will not be umprepy 
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ted. The Animals are deſtroyed by acrid and 
purulent Humours, flowing from Ulcers of the 
Uterus; by an acrid inveterate Fluor Albus 
continual Hzmorrhage or Flux of hot and acrid 
Blood; by the exceſſive Heat of the Uterus, 
s we obſerve in ſome very hot and ſalacious 
Women. To theſe four mention'd Clafles of 
the Cauſes of Sterility, are alſo reducible an in- 
finite Number of other Cauſes of the ſame Diſ- 
aſes, as virulent or ill-cured venereal Caſes, 
aſt living, a worn out Conſtitution, &c, 

To the above four Claſſes, ſome add a fifth, 
which is the Want of Proportion betwixt the 
ed of Man and the Humour contained in the 
Oba of Woman. For, ſay they, in every ef- 
tcacious Fecundation the two mentioned Hu- 
mours once blended ſhould ferment: But that 
ey may ferment, they ſhould bear ſome 
analogy or Proportion with each other, which 
Condition we find is likewiſe neceſſary to pro- 
luce Fermentation in all other Liquors; where- 
bre if this be wanting in the aforeſaid ſeminal 
Humours they will fail in Fecundation. This 
*ntiment theſe Authors ſtrive to eſtabliſh by 
de Example of Man and Wife, who are ſepa- 
ately capable of getting Children with other 
ferſons; but never have this Effect by their own 
embraces. Tho' this Sentiment ſeems to be 
Pauſible enough; yet I am apt to reject it be- 
cuſe it explains Fecundation by occult Quali- 
nes without any real Mechaniſm; wherefore 
b would rather ſuppoſe, in this Caſe, the 
&minal Animals of the Man to be too weak and 

2 2 languid 
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languid, and that they bear no Proportion to 
the Woman's Matrix, which is exceſſively hot, Ml! 
whereby they are deſtroyed, This Wo. WM! 
man on the contrary may be impregnated by Wl | 

| 

( 


another Man whoſe ſeminal Animals are ſtrong 
and active enough to bear the violent Heat, 
Sc. of this Woman's Uterus, The Husband 
alſo may beget Childen on another Woman, 
whoſe Womb is more temperate and accom- 
modated to the Quality of his ſeminal Animal, 
Therefore this Phenomenon is more mecha- 
nically explained in our Syſtem, than by the 
obſcure Analogy or Proportion and other Qua- 
lities aforeſaid, 

As to the Symptoms of Sterility, I know 
None which it has in particular; if any appear 
therein, they are rather Attendants of the other 
Diſorders or Cauſes which gave Birth to it. 


DiacNnosTiIcs. 


The Diagnoſtics of the Diſorder are mani- 
feſt: But theſe of its Cauſes are very obſcure 
and intricate; as is the Origin of the Evil. To 
purſue the Matter more methodically, let us 
examine the reſpective Signs of the four Claſſes 
of Cauſes hitherto mentioned. 

1, The Obturation, Compreſſion, Cloſure, 
vicious Situation, &c, of the Os Teri are 
diſcoverable by the Touch. As to the Inſenl:- 
bility of the Vagina, &c. the Wife is © 


be examined about it, as alſo the nn of 
| are 


who will tell you if they have a mutual and 
reciprocal Pleaſure in the venereal Action. 
If Tumors, &c, compreſs the Paſſage, what 
preceded or followed will help to inſtru you: 
If none of theſe Signs appear, you are to pro- 
ceed farther, and examine, 

2. Whether the Woman has a Suppreſſion 
of her Menſes, Scirrhi, &c. of the Uterus; 
whereby you may learn the Denſity or Hard- 
neſs of the Matrix, or that it is internally 
covered with a ſpiſſid Lymph, as you may 
iure your ſelf in Caſe of an habitual Fluor 
Albus, &c. or finally, if the Seed be too ſud- 
&nly waſhed away by an abundant Fluor Albus, 
ot ſanguine Evacuations, &c. Wherefore you 
ue to examine both the Man, and Wife, to 
kar whether both of them immediately after 
Coition had their Parts dry; for in every fertil 
and efficacious Act of this Kind, the Parts of 
Generation are dry. If you learn nothing by 
Enquiry proceed to the next Claſs and 

3. The State of the Ovaria; examine whe- 
ther they be ſwelled, and of what Kind the 
Tumor is, whether it be ſcirrhous, cedematous, 
luppurative, &c. finally you come to 

4. The Examen of the Evacuations of the 
Uterus, to learn whether they are capable of 
deſtroying the ſeminal Animalcula, Hence 
you diſcover whether the Evacuation be puru- 
knt, an acrid Fluor Albus, acrid Flux of Blood, 
Ec. If none of all theſe mentioned Signs ap- 
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pear, and the Woman is barren, the Vice 


ſhould be referred, | 

5. To the preternatural Quality of the U:: 
rus or languid State of the ſeminal Animal, 
as we mentioned before; eſpecially if you dil. 
cover, that the Man and Wife ſeparately and 
with other Perſons, are capable of propa 


gating, 
PRoGNoSTICSs. 


Theſe Signs require no great detail; yet as 
barren Women ardently defire Generation, the 
Phyſician ſhould be acquainted with their 
State, in order to ſpare himſelf the Pains 
of preſcribing for ſuch as are incurable and 
who frequently ſollicit him for Remedies; 
as well as to ſave his Reputation. This Diſ- 
order in general is void of Danger. Sterility 
proceeding from the Obliteration of the 0. 
Uteri, from Scirrhi, Ulcers, Cancers, Drop- 
ſies and Abſceſſes of the Matrix, as alſo of the 
Ovaria, or when it proceeds from an advanced 
Age, is incurable; becauſe each of theſe Dil- 
orders, which like ſo many Cauſes gave it 
Riſe, is incurable. The Species of curable 
Sterilities, are ſuch as ſpring from Diſtorti- 
ons or vicious Situations of the Os Lier, 
Obſtructions of the Body of the Uterus; fuch 
as proceed from an over-hot or otherwiſe vi 
cious Temperament, from a Fluor Albus 


Suppreſſion of the Menſtrua, Hæmorrhage of 
frequent 
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fequent ſanguin Evacuations of the Uterus, 
he want of a proper Age, &c. 


CURE. 


To explain methodically the Cure of Ste- 
ality, we ſhould here enumerate all the Reme- 
ies for the many and different Diſorders which 
ne it Riſe, and of which we have partly ſpok- 
n hitherto, or ſhall hereafter. So it will be 
bficient for our preſent Purpoſe to ſketch 
ut the Remedies proper for the fulfilling of 
te Indications, with the Diſorders or Cauſes 
if Sterility; ranked, under the mentioned four 
rincipal Heads, and which are the moſt 
ammon Cauſes of this Diſorder. Hence, 

1. If the Orifice of the Matrix be oblite- 
ated by a Cicatrice in Conſequehce of a ve- 
real Ulcer, or ſuch as ſpring from the Lacera- 
m of that Organ in difficult Birth, &c. it is 
nin to. employ any Remedies; for that 

of Sterility is incurable. | 
But if the Diſorder depends on a ſpiſſid viſ- 
aus Matter, which obſtructs the Orifice of 

& Uterus, and hinders the Semen from entring 
Cavity, the cure may be attempted; by the 
emedies that attenuate and divide this Mat- 
and afterwards evacuate the ſame. Theſe 

I. Injections compoſed of vulnerary deter- 
e Plants. In the Time of injecting the Pa- 
eat ſhould be put in ſuch a Situation, as 
4 retain the Injection the longer in the 
gina, in order to act the better on the 

2 4 viſcid 
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viſcid Matter in the Orifice of the Matrix 
2. The Ag. Thermales are very efficacious fo 
this Purpoſe, 3. Peſſaries compoſed of atte 
nuating and irritating Plants, which produce 
the ſame Effect in the Vagina as they do 
the Noſe, viz. by their Irritation, they excit 
the Contractions of both Organs, whereh 
their viſcid Matter is abundantly expreſſe 
and diſcharged. 4. Finally, the Patient take 
internally aperitive Broths, Apozems and Elec 
tuaries, of which we have frequently treated 
hitherto. Theſe are the moſt efficacious Re 
medies I know, as well to divide and attenuat 
this viſcid Matter, as to reſolve the Tuber 
cles which ſometimes compreſs or ſtop thi 
Orifice of the Matrix. 

2. If the Orifice of the Nerus be turned ei 
ther to the right or left fide, or to the ReFum, o 
Os Pubis to that it does not preſent itſelf to the 
Vagina, we have no other Means to remedy thi 
Vice, but a convenient Situation of the Woman 
VIZ, exercere rem veneream five ab antic! 
foe a poſiica Parte. The Caſuiſts all condem 
theſe different Methods of embracing : 
Woman when they are employ'd only for Plea 
ſute's ſake, but when they are intended on 
for Genetation, and that this is impoſſib 
otherwiſe, the moſt rigid of them adm 
ſuch. | X 
3. If the barren Woman be naturally col 
and inſenſible of Pleaſure during the vencrea 
Action, that the Vagina does not contract 
ſelf, aud that the Orifice of the Matrix doe 
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not approach the Penis nor receive the injected 
Semen, let the Remedia Apbrodiſiaca be em- 
ployed, which are met with almoſt in all me- 
dicinal Books and which ſhould be made hot 
to warm the Patient. 

4. If the Semen be received into the Uterus 
and that it cannot paſs into the Blood, thro' 
the Obſtructions, Scirrbi, Cancer, &c. of that 
Organ, aperitive attenuating Remedies ſhould 
be employed. See the Cure of theſe different 
Diſorders. If the Evil ſprings from the Sup- 
preſſion of the Menſtrua, frequent Loſſes of 
Blood by the Urerus, an acrid and abundant 
Fluor Albus, you mult recur to their particu- 
lar Cures hitherto mentioned. 

5. If the ſeminal Animalcula of the Man 
cannot live in the Cavity of the Uzerus till the 
Ouum or Veſicula falls therein, thro' ſome pu- 
rulent Humour, a corrofive Fluor Albus, &c. 
we ſhould then employ ſuch Remedies as are 
proper to cicatrize the uterine Ulcer, .and cor- 
us the Vice of the Fluor Albus or remove 
t, Sc. 

6. Finally, when Barrenneſs depends on a 
local Vice in the Ovaria, as their inciſted 
Tumors, Obſtructions, Scirrhi, Hydatides, &c. 
employ your aperitive Remedies. After all, 
the Sterility proceeding from this Cauſe, is 
commonly incurable. Thus far of the Treat- 
ment of the Diſorders which cauſe Sterility ; 
now of the Cure of the Cauſes which produce 
it more frequently; theſe are three. 1. A viſ- 
cous ſpiſſid lymph which lines the internal 
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Surface of the Uterus, whereby the Semen can: 
not be abſorbed nor conveyed into the Blood 
2. The Relaxation of the Orifice of the Uterys: 
whence it cannot immediately contract it ſelf 
after the venereal Action, ſo as to retain the 
Semen long enough. 3. The exceſſive Heat 
of the Uterus, whereby the Animalcula are de- 
ſtroyed before the Ouum deſcends into the 
Matrix to be impregnated by one of them. 
The two firſt Cauſes are ſuſpected, when 
the Uterus is bathed with a redundant Quantity 
of Lympba, as we obſerve in ſome Women of 
a cold phlegmatic Conſtitution; ſuch as are very 
fat, have ſoft and flaccid Fleſh, and ſuch as are 
ſubject toa Fluor Albus. The Indications which 
preſent themſelves in this Caſe are, 1. To dryup 
the Humidity of the Uterus, 2. To attenuate 
and evacuate the redundant Lymph. To fulfil 
theſe Views, we are 1. to employ Purgatives; 
but above all, Emetics, which are the more 
efficacious, as the Patient is fat and phlegma- 
tic: For they ſhock all the Viſcera of the Al- 


domen, and plentifully expreſs this ſtagnant 


Lymph by ſtool, Urine, the Vagina, &c. Theſe 
different Organs, eſpecially the Matrix, being 
thus compreſſed by the Efforts of vomiting. 
Yet the Emetics are contra- indicated in ſuch 
as have a tender Breaſt, ſpit Blood, have 2 
Difficulty to vomit, &c. wherefore you are to 
employ Purgatives, particularly Hydragogues, 
as Diagryd. Falap. Scummon. Sc. Aperitive 


Broths and Apozems are alſo employed. They 


are compoſed-of vulnerary Plants, _ 
: | ile 


2 
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boiled in veal or pullet Broth to make the 
former ; no Fleſh is employed for the latter, 
To the Broths and Apozems are added ſome 
neutral Salts or Preparations of Mars. Along 
with the Broths and Apozems may be em- 
ployed aperitive Electuaries. Bath- Waters are 
alſo preſcribed in this Diſorder to be drank, 
or employed as Baths, Ducciæ, Injections into 
the Matrix in the very Time of bathing; or 
fnally the Patient may receive their Fumes 
by a Tunnel into the Uterus, which is one 
of the moſt effectual Remedies in Sterility of 
this Kind, or when it proceeds from a Fluor 
Aus; for it dries and fortifies the Tonus of 
the Matrix. Vulnerary Injections are alſo 
employed: They are compoſed of Abſynth. 
Matricar. Rut. Marrub. Pulp. Colocintb. Pulv, 
Myrrb. &c. That the Injections may have the 
better Effect, let the Patient be conveniently 
lituated. | "WE 

The Peſſaries which are introduced into the 
Vagina are compoſed of Hier. Picr. Galen. or 
Tinct. Sacr. Pulp. Colocinth. Sem. Nigel. Rut. 
and other irritating Drugs, which do not 
want a good Effect in this Caſe, by ſtimula- 


ing the Vagina, whoſe Contractions exprels 


abundance of ſtagnant Lymph and Phlegm. 
But to bring theſe Peflaries to a proper Con- 
liſtence, you are to add g. 5. of Honex. 
Perfumes are alſo very uſeful; wherefore 
take a ſufficient Quantity of Styrax, Labda- 
wm, Lignum Aloes. Scoriæ Antimon. Amb, 
Hav. Gagates, Lap, Hæmatit. of which 8 
af make 


{ 
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make Boles; theſe you throw on burning Coal, Mir 
and the Patient is to receive their Fumes into Mr 
the Vagina by the Help of a Tunnel, AJ! 
theſe Remedies act like the Peſſaries and Bath. 
waters, which are preferable to all the reſt: 
For they not only procure the Evacuation of 
the redundant Lymph and other ſpiſſid Hu- 
mours, which line the Matrix and Vagina, but 
alſo fortify both Organs. 
If the Matrix be too relaxed by the Pre. 
ſence of a ſimple redundant and ſerous Lymph, 
the Blood ſhould be diſcharged of its abundant 
Serum. The Remedies proper for this Intent 
are, 1. A ſudorific Ptiſan made of Guayac. 
Salſaparil. China, Saſſafras. 2. Broths made o 
Vipers, .Crabbs, &c. To which Remedies add 
your HydragoguePurgatives; for all theſe Reme- 
dies evacuate the ſuperfluous Serum by Stools, 
Urine and Sweat, whereby the Blood is purg- 
ed, and the Solids fortified. 
Aſtringent EleQtuaries age alſo uſefully em- 
yed in this Caſe. They are compoſed of 
Malicor. Sang. Dracon. Balauſt. Balſam Capiv. 
Cupula Nuc. quercin, Syr. Rol. Sicc. vel 5 Rad, 
Apen. 
The Patient may be bathed in Baths com- 
poſed of the Decoction of Pæœon. Artem. 
Aritftoloth. Sakv. Origan. Majoran. Stec hh. Roj- 
marin. Rut. & Bacc. Laur. & Juniper. wWhilſt 
the Patient is in the Bath, let her open the 
Labia Vulve from each other, and inject the 
Decoction of the Roots of Ariſtoloch. Matri- 
car. Fol. Aloes, &c. The Ag. Thermal. taken 


internally 


3 
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internally, Bath-wiſe, in Ducciæ or Injections, 
are alſo very efficacious. For they fortify the 


Solids, and evacuate the redundant Sero- 


ſties. 

Finally, when Sterifity proceeds from the 
Deſtruction of the Animals by the exceſſive 
Heat of the Urerus, we are firſt to examine 
the Certainty of the Diſorder, This we have 
Room to conjecture, when a Woman is other- 
wife well conſtituted, and that no other Cauſe 
of Stexility appears, but that the is of a vivid, 
bilious, hot and ſanguin Conſtitution. 

The Indications which this Caſe preſents, 
chiefly conſiſt in calming the Efferveſcence 
and Rarefaction of the Humours, and in re- 
ling the braced and overſtretched Fibres of 
the Solids, + 

Theſe Indications are fulfilled, I. by cooling 
Broths of Veal and Pullet, proceeding after- 
wards to the Uſe of Aſſes Milk, cold or aci- 
dulous mineral Waters, Baths of Warm-water, 
lnections into the Matrix, made of Ag. Hord. 
boiled Emulſions, and finally Clyſters made of 
he Decoction of Sem. Lin. 

Before I quit this Subject, I muſt obviate 
this Difficulty made againſt my Syſtem of 
Generation, viz. How comes it to paſs that 
Woman may be delivered of a white and 
a black Child at the fame Birth; ſeeing in our 
dentiment, all the ſeminal Animals are of the 
lame Kind, and that theſe are the Prienyiuns 
and Origin of the Embryo? 


© That 


* 5 
w * E * 


35e OF THE DISEASES 


That this Difficulty may be juſtly anſwer's 
we ſhould know in what conſiſts preciſely the 
black Colour of the Skin of the & egroes, and 
why, ſome Men are black in certain Countries 
and others white, in as hot Climates as thoſ 
of the former, as Æthiopia. We ſhould alſo 
know it a young Negroe, bred in a cold Cli- 
mate, would thereby loſe any of his natural 
Black; and if his Poſterity would in Propor- 
tion, as they recede from him, become whiter 
All which Queſtions I wave at preſent, as not 
being to my Subject; their Explication allo 
being too tedious, and the Digreſſion too wide, 


CHar. XXVII. 
Of Mors. 


Dr a Mole is underſtood a Maſs almoſt of 

a a ſpherical Figure generated in the Ute- 
rus, which may be miſtaken for an Infant in 
the Womb; it is of various Bulk, ſometimes Wi ot! 
of the Size of a large Nut, ſometimes as big Bi ot! 
as the Fiſt, ſometimes as big as any Infant; . 
nay, ſometimes larger than an Infant, at the WW E: 
ordinary Term, with his After-birth. The br 
Moles are alſo different in Subſtance ; ſome Wi we 
are pulpous, ſoft, and ſpongy, ſome membra- ¶ Inf 
nous, &c. they commonly have a Cavity, more B 
or leſs great, in their Middle. This is ſome- By wh 
times full of Seroſity, ſometimes of a great lon, 


Number of Hydatides, as large each as 2 WW Gs 
Grain 


, 
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Grain of Millet, and frequently as a Pigeon's 
Egg. . 1 
T might ſeem that the Conception of a 
Mole ſhould be performed the ſame Way with 
that of an Infant ; for the Symptoms of both 
are the ſame, and their Growth likewiſe. 
The Bulk of a Mole is much the fame with 
that of a genuine Infant: And when it does 
not exceed the ordinary Term of Child-bear- 
ing, its Excluſion is not more difficult than 
that of an Infant. | 


DIFFERENCES. 


Moles, as we remarked, differ, 1. By the 
Quality of their Subſtance ; ſome being pul- 
pous and ſpongy, ſome membranous, &c. 
2, They differ in Bulk; ſome are very large, 
others as ſmall as the Egg of a Hen or 
Pigeon; in which Caſe, they are commonly 
called a falſe or ſpurious Germe. 3. They 
liffer by their Cavities; ſome being very large, 


others proportionably ſmall ; the one and the 


ther is full of ſtagnant Serum, or Hydatides. 
4. They vary with regard to the State of the 
Embryo, In ſome we find no Veſtigia of an Em- 
Ho; in others, after a long and ſtrict Reſearch, 
ve find it dry, and no larger than the ſmalleſt 
Ine: Sometimes it appears as big as a Bee, 
Bird, and ſometimes larger, but always dried; 
Which argues that it took no Nouriſhment a 
long Time hefore. Thus far of the Differen- 
& of a Mole, Now we come to its Cauſes. 

| CAUSES, 
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CaUusSEs. 
If we believe the Antients, Moles are the 
ſole Product of menſtrual Blood retain'd in 
the Uterus. This they did not heſitate to aſſert; 
citing the Example of ſome illuſtrious, and 
virtuous. Widows, who were deliver'd of Moles 
a long Time after the Death of their Huſbands, 
and who were not ſuſpected of any carnal 
Commerce with other Men. Yet they agreed 
that this rarely happen'd in Virgins, thro' the 
Vivacity of the Circulation of their Blood; 
whilſt its Lentor contributed to the Production 
of Moles in Widows, by its Stay in the Matrix. 
Phyſicians are not ſo credulous at preſent as 
formerly; wherefore they affirm that all Moles 
are real Conceptions ; which cannot happen, 
unleſs there has been ſome venereal Inter- 
courſe between the two Sexes. Nor do 
they believe that a Waman can become 
pregnant through Imagination, Hence as of- 
ten as we meet Moles, we may aſſure that 
there has been Co-habitation with Man. But 
to explain what a Mole is, the Moderns have 
invented two principal Hypotheſes, The firſt 
is, that a Mole is a true Conception, perfect 
in its Origin, vig. that there has been the 
Union of an Ovum of the Woman with the 
Seminal Animal of Man; which laſt has pe- 
riſh'd in ſome Time, more or leſs, after Fe- 
cundation: And that the After-birth has not 
been detached or diſengaged, as in the natural 
| State; 


r e 
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state; and that it benefits of all the Nou- 
iſhment intended by Nature both for itſelf 
ind for the Embryo: Whenee it becomes ſo 
arge, but a deform'd Maſs, i 

The ſecond Hypothefis is, that the Mole is 
1 Veficle or Ovum, which was fecundated by 
: ſeminal Animalcule; but has adhered to the 
Uterus, and "augmented in Bulk, without an 
Embryo. To eſtabliſh this Sentiment, they cite 
the-Example of Moles, wherein no Rudiments 
of an Embryo can be diſcover'd; whence they 
conclude, that no ſeminal Animalcule has ever 
enter d it; whilſt the former Hypothefis ſuſtains 
the contrary, and fays that the Embryo has 
teriſh'd ſooner or later, which makes the dif- 
rent Bulk of the Placenta. As to the Moles 
wherein no Veſtigia of an Embryo are diſco- 
fer d, we may plauſibly explain them in this 
yſtem, by ſaying that this is owing to the early 
Lols of the ſeminal Animalcule, which was 
b little, and ſo dried up, that we can obſerve 
Remnant of it: But when it has lived for 
conſiderable Time in the Ovum, that then 
tis proportionally viſible. After all, you may 
ndifferently embrace either of theſe Syſtems; 
ſt it is Fact, that all Embryo's are the Reſult 
the joint Concurrence of both Sexes ; con- 
kquently a true Conception, 

To underſtand how a Mole happens in a 
ral Conception, you have only to form an 
lea of a wither'd Almond, whoſe Kernel 
" compare to a decay'd Embryo; whilſt the 
hell of this Almond, which may be com- 
Were | A a : pared 
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pated to the Placenta, grows proportionally ii l 
Bulk. 70 2d ( 
We now want to know what deſtroys the 
Embryo, earlier or later, in the Ovum. Thy 
Fetus, in its Growth may periſh by an Infinin 
of Cauſes; as by Dropſy, Inflammation, 0 
other Diſorders: Whence its Body will become 
ſo dry and corrugated, that it will be almo 
-imperceptible ; eſpecially if it periſhes ver 
early. Or, the Embryo may die from 
Fault of Organization, or want of Nutriment 
thro' the Knots, Obſtruction, or other Vice o 
the umbilical Veſſels; whereby the Circulatio 
is interrupted, and the Fætus deprived of Ne 
riſhment. Finally, a Defect in the Infant, 0 
in the annexed Parts, &c. both together, ma 
cauſe its Deſtruction ; which, as it happens ſoo 
er or later, will render the Embryo more 0 
{Jeſs conſpicuous; ſo that we ſometimes c- 
diſtinguiſh even the Sex, whilſt at other Time 
we find no Veſtigia at all: This we may cx 
plain likewiſe in the ſecond Hypothejrs, by lay 
ing that no ſeminal Animalcule has enter'd ſaci 
Veſicles, either thro' the Smallneſs of its Firs 
men, or the Largeneſs of the Animalcule, which 
could not penetrate. Or finally, becauſe the e 
minal Worms periſh'd in the Matrix, beforeth 


Deſcent of the Ovum : And tho' they remain ;- 
alive *till then, that ne'er a one of them v * 
U 


active or dexterous enough to enter the Eg3 
in which Caſes, the Veſicle may really augme 
in Bulk, and be nouriſhed without any En 
bryo, As for my Part, I imagine * a 
4 ; mir) 
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Embryo in every Mole, and that it is a true 
Conception. 

You. are to obſerve that the Midwives of 
Paris call the Moles wherein no Embryo is 
cover d, Faux Germes, or falſa Germina. 
dome even to conſole the Women, call Abor- 5 
dons wherein there is a real OO by the i 
ime Name. q 


SYMPTOMS. 


As a Mole is a true Conception, it is at- 
knded with the Symptoms of ſuch ; which 
terertheleſs vary in the Courſe of Child- 
eating. But Women who bear the Mole, feel ; 
kind of Weight in the Womb, like that of x 
Lump of Lead, which changes its Situation 
often as the Woman doth ; which Impreſſi- 
n a quick Child in the Womb doth never 
ate: Whence ſome experienced Women ea- 
ly diſtinguiſh the one from the other, 

2 A Mole gives a ſpherical Form to the 
damen; but in true Pregnancy, the Head 
f the Infant being towards the Navel, raiſes 
kind of Elevation or Tumour there, whilſt 
be Sides are flat; but the whole is round, if 
t be a Mole. 

3. If the Woman is big of a Mole, ſhe 
ls no Motion in the Womb, but that of 
dull Weight; In true Pregnancy, on the con- | 
ay, the Infant has an animal Motion, 1 
4. At the Term of Parturition, the Infant 
ds its own Excluſion; which a Mole, for 
A a 2 | want 
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want of Life and Action, never does: Whence 
it ſometimes doth remain Twelve or Fifteen 
Months in the Uterus, to the Woman's mani- 
feſt Danger, | 

F. If the Placenta be more nouriſh'd than 
the Embryo, the Maſs will be ſpongy and pul. 
pous: If the ſame happens to the Chorion and 
Amnos, the whole will appear membranous ;and i t 

in this Caſe the internal Cavity will be much l:(6,0 li 

6. If any Obſtacle interrupts the Circulati-W i 
on of the Lymph in the Placenta, many H-: 
datides will be form'd, ſo as to fill the whole 

- Surface of theſe Membranes. 
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a 
Theſe comprehend two States; the one « 
whilſt the Mole is in the Womb, the other ©: 
after its Excluſion, a 
In general all the Symptoms of a Ma/- gl" 
* whilſt in the Nerus, are much the ſame wit iy 
thoſe of real Pregnancy; but in the Coutſe 
of Geſtation, they vary a little, and give us 
ſome Light to diſtinguiſh both. 
I. We may ſuſpect a Mole in the Uteru, 
when upon any Motion, the Woman feels : 
dull Load, or Weight like a Ball of Lead v1 
2. When her Belly is round or ſpherical, he 
3. We may be fully convinced of the Truth in 
if at the ſame Time, the Patient during tb II 
whole Courſe of Pregnancy, has felt no Mo . 
tion or Agitation in the Womb, like that of. 


living Fetus. As for the laſt Sign, we mu du 
5 | wail che 
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wait till the third or fourth Month, before it 
will appear ; but if it does not then, and that 
we diſcover the two former Symptoms at the 
ame Time, we may juſtly conclude the Wo- 
man to be big of a Mole. FS 

After the Excluſion, we ſhould learn whe- 
ther it be a Mole or Abortion; tho' in Rea- 
ity, this Diſtinction is of little Moment: Yet 
n the Mole, the Membranes are almoſt obli- 
rated, and the Placenta makes more than 
the one half of the Volume; whilſt in abor- 
ive Births, it takes up no more than one 
third of the Maſs. In the Mole, the Ca- 
ity in the Centre is conſiderably diminiſh'd, 
ad is much leſs in Proportion to the Size 
o the Placenta, Moreover, when Abortions 
happen about the third or fourth Month, we 
aways find the Embryo in a good State ; but 
n a Mole, on the contrary, it is intirely cor- 


ugated and dry. 


PrRoGNOSTICS. 


The Mole in itſelf, threatens no Danger; all 
the Difficulty conſiſts in being deliver'd of it, 
which is not eaſily perform'd: For there is 
deither Motion in it, nor ContraCtion excited 
in the Uterus, as when there is an Infant. 
The Mele yields no Opportunity of being 
graſp'd by the Midwife's Hand to be extracted: 
Whence ſeveral Women have died of it, with- 
out being ever ſolicited to exclude it; which 
ſhould be chiefly underſtood of the larger 
Aa 3 Moles. 
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Males. As to the Cure of a Mole, we know 
no Means of preventing its Formation: Al. 
conliſts in aſſiſting the Woman, as we ſhall ex. 
plain in difficult or laborious Births. 


r 
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CAT. XXVIII. 
I ABORTTON. 


Y Abortion we underftand an untimely 
| Excluſion of the Fætus; which is diſen- 
gaged from the Matrix, and expelled before 
the ordinary Term, ſometimes a few Days, 
ſometimes a Month, two, or more, according as 
the pregnant Woman is diſpoſed thereunto, by 
Falls or other Hurts, which may happen at 
any Times of Pregnancy. 

To comprehend how the Infant is diſen- 
gaged from the Urerus, we are only to recol. 
lect how the Infant is attach'd thereunto, 
To handle this briefly, we are to obſerve that 


when the Yeficle falls into the Matrix, it * 
gently floats in a great Quantity of Serum, col. rt. 
lected in the Cavity of that Organ. Provident. 
Nature has render'd this Yeficle of unequal * 
Weight; whence the Placenta being lighten 
than an equal Volume of the reſt of the Ou 
holds the ſuperior Part, or Fundus of tha... 
Urerus; to which it always adheres, ſon nan 
times directly, or a little to the Sides. The rhe 
it receives plentifully its Nouriſhment; pati e 
cularly in the Beginning, ſeeing its Growth The. 
ſo ſpeedy, fo as to paſs in a ſmall Time fron... 


the Bulk of a ſmall Yzfcle, to that of an En 


bry0 
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yo, or falſum Germen, which we obſerve in 
ome Women at the End of a Month, | As. 
he Matrix by ſwelling becomes more pul- 
was, ſpongy, and diſpoſed like Dowe, to re- 
cive the growing Placenta, the Union of both 
aily becomes more fim and deep: So that 
ve may compare this Adheſion, to that of 
deal in ſoft Wax. The Matrix thus re- 
cives the Placenta like a round Cake: Hence 
Nature has placed many little Eminences and 
Depreflions in the internal Surface of the Ma- 
ix, for its ſtricter Union with the different 
Lobes of the Placenta. Moreover, we have fre- 
quently hitherto ſpoken of the Appendices cace; 
yhich are capable of being open'd and purſed 
wat their Extremities, either to give Way 
put a Stop to the flowing Humours, Theſe 
{hpendices become very turgid after Fecunda- 
lon, the uterine Milk being then very plenti- 
ful; whereby the Colatoria Lactea preſs by 
weir Dilatation the collateral Veins and Ap- 
fendices ; Whence the laſt are confiderably diſ- 
ended; yet they cannot be open'd at their 
ixtremities, being ſuſtain'd and implanted in 
be Placenta, which ſerves as a Point d appuy, 
hereby they do not yield as they do in Men- 
lruation, Nay, they grow ſo long in this 
Caſe, being continually extended, that they 
ne ten or fifteen Times longer than in their 
tural State, thro' the vaſt Influx of Blood. 
They alſo grow thick in Proportion ; ſo that 
We ſometimes find them as large as Quills, 
Theſe Veſſels, I ſay, being daily advanced in- 
u: Pores of the Placenta, render its mu- 
A a 4 tual 


It 
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tual Adbefion to the Uterus much the firm. 


er; but it is rarely complete before the third 
or fourth Month, when the Fætus requires 
, conſiderable Nouriſhment : And the greater 
this is, the firmer the Connexion will be, 
thro the Augmentation of the faid Veſſels 
Eminences and Depreſſions, &c. Now we 
are to examine what breaks this Adheſion, 
and diſengages the Placenta before the ninth 
Month, | 


CAus ESV. 


The too early Diſengagement of the Pla. 
centa from the Uterus, may be procured by 
three general Cauſes, 1. By the Extravaſation 

of Blood, Milk, &c. betwixt the Placenta and 

Uterus. This intermediate Liquor will cauſe 

their Separation, juſt as it would Paper glued 

to Wood. 2. If the Placenta be contracted 
and corrugated, it will ſeparate from the Ute- 
rus; juſt as a Wooden Pin, by ſhrinking and 
contracting, becomes looſe in an Augrehole 

Therefore all that corrugate the Placenta, 

may be referred to this Claſs of Cauſes. 3. The 

Placenta is diſengaged by violent Shocks, &. 

This Order ſeems good; yet I imagine it | 

more natural to diſtinguiſh the Cauſes of A. 
bortion into internal and external, The for- 

mer are of greater Conſequence. They ar 

deduced, 1. From the Vice of the Blood. 

2. From the Embryo, 3. From the Uteri. 

4. From the Mother. * 
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1. The Blood may cauſe Abortion by its too 


great or too ſmall Quantity; which two Cau- 
ſes are directly oppoſite the one to the other. 
Tho' the Infant requires a reaſonable Quantity 


of Blood; yet too much of it may create inflam- 
matory Infarctions, or ſtop the Circulation, and 
ſodeſtroy the Infant. Or the Plethora may give 
Room to a Rupture of the Blood Veſſels, vio- 
lent Hæmorrhages and Inundations of the Ma- 
trix, whereby the Placenta is detach'd, and 
the Infant deſtroy'd; or it doth periſh for want 
of Nouriſhment. And the longer it remains 
in the Womb, the longer the Hemorrhage will 
bold ; becauſe the ruptured Veſſels are kept 
conſtantly dilated by the Preſence of the Blood 
and Infant, which in this Caſe, perform the 
ame Thing, as a Ligature on the Arm in Ve- 
neſetion : Wherefore it is a conſtant Maxim 
with all knowing Midwives, to extract the In- 
fant as ſoon as poſſible, in thoſe Caſes; other- 
wiſe both the Mother and Infant would periſh. 
On the other Hand, the Infant may die for 
want of Blood to ſupport it, or at leaſt the 
Placenta will be thereby dried for want of 
Nouriſhment, will ſeparate and give Room to 

Abortion. | 
2, Abortion happens from a Defect in the 
Infant; if the Circulation be interrupted by any. 
Obſtacle, ſo that the Infant periſhes, the Pla- 
centa will fall off, and give Room to Abor- 
tion, The ſame Thing may happen, if the 
Infant be naturally too large and heavy, or is 
become ſo by Dropſy, or if there be Twins 
h at 
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at the ſame Time in the Womb; for theſe 
by their Weight and Motion, break the Ad- 
heſion of the Placenta from the Uterus : Hence 
Abortion. . | 4 | 

3. The Matrix will give Room to Abor- 
tion if it be too ſmall, and cannot yield, or 
be ſufficiently dilated by the growing Infant, 
and Placenta. If it be not ſufficiently pul- 
pous, ſo as to receive the Placenta profound- 
ly enough, the Adheſion will be fo ſuperficial, 
that it wall yicld to the leaft Effort; if the 
Matrix be too ſoft and relaxed, thro' the 
great Quantity of Serum which bathes it. In 
all theſe Cafes, I ſay, Abortion will ſuper- 
vene. 

4. Of the Mother's Side, Abortion may 
happen from violent Fevers, Small or French 
Pox, Vomiting, Teneſinus, Convulſions, Ge. 
all which, by the Shocks they excite in the 
Body, frequently have the above Effect. 

As to the external Cauſes of Abortion, they 
are ſtrong Purgatives, Emmenagogues, which 
over rarity: the Blood, and produce Hemor- 
rhages, fudden Paſſions, as Frights, Sorrow, &c. 
violent Motions, as Leaping, Dancing, riding 
in jolting Carriages, raiſing great Weights, 
Falls or Strokes on the Region of the U7erus ; 
habitual Fluxes, immoderate Evacuations, &&. 
all which contribute to produce Abortion in 
ſeveral Women; particularly when the Union 
of the Placenta with the Uterus is not very in- 
timate ; with ſome other Diſpoſitions (of which 
hitherto) otherwiſe they hardly produce this 


Effect. 
* | You 
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You may obſerve that there are ſeveral 
other Methods and Means of -procuring Abor- 
tion ; for how many abominable Remedies do 
ſome unfortunate Creatures employ, to the 
utter Shame of human Nature and Religion, 
to deſtroy their Fruit ? Theſe Caſes are but 
too common, in an Age ſo much corrupted as 
ours, | Thefe miſerable Women who covet 
Abortion, never want Miniſters of all Robes 
and Conditions, to put their wicked Intentions 
in Practice; who yield to their Deſires, and 
ſerve as Accomplices of their Ruin. I am 
lenderly acquainted with theſe Caſes; yet I 
know ſtill too many of them, to give you an 
Idea of their Wickedneſs. God forbid that T 
ſhould give you any Light into ſuch. pernicious 
Remedies, and diabolical Arts, which are em- 
ploy'd for ſuch execrable Purpoſes. Nor do I 
think that their Knowledge is neceſſary for 
you ; becauſe you can perfectly fulfil the Du- 
ties of your Profeſſion, in this Caſe, if you 
can but prevent Abortion, and check the 
Symptoms which it brings along with it, But 
this you can do without the Knowledge of 
theſe damnable Arts, Tho' the Accidents to 
which ſuch Abortions give Room, are fre- 
quently very pernicious ; and which theſe vile 
Creatures merit, as the juſt Judgment of God; 
nevertheleſs, Religion obliges us, as much as 
poſſible we can, to obviate their bad Conſe- 
quences, 14 


SYMPTOMS, 
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The Symptoms of Abortion are Twofold: 
Some are the Forerunners of a threatening 
Abortion, or ſuch as denote the Diſpoſitions 
to this Affection; others attend an impending 
or imminent one, which is, as it were, ready 
to happen. Of the firſt Claſs are, : 
1. A Pain in the Loins, or rather in the 
Bottom of the Uterus ; which correſponds to 
that Region, thro' the Diſtraction cauſed in 
that Organ by the Placenta, which menaces 
its Divulſion. | 

2. A dull or gravative Pain in the internal 
Parts of the Thighs, thro' the Diſtraction of 
the round Ligaments of the Matrix, which 
are expanded and inſerted therein, after they 
paſs 'thro' the Annuli of the abdominal Mul- 
cles. 

3. Slight Shiverings betwixt Fleſh and Skin, 
which are ſympathetic Convulſions of the cu- 
taneons Fibres, in Conſequence of the painful 
Impreſſions made on the Uterus: As we ke 
likewiſe in all other ſenſible, acute Pains ; and 
as we frequently obſerve in all conſiderable 
_Indigeſtions. 

4. The Belly from being eminent and pointed, 
as it was about the Navel, becomes flat and de- 

preſſed; which denotes inevitable Abortion, thc 
Infant having fallen into the Hypogaſtriun. 

This Argument of Abortion is the ſurer, if, 


F. The Infant is motionleſs ; which * 
a 
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that it is dead; or very weak, for want of Nou- 
riſhment. 

6. The Breaſts, which before were turgid, 
now ſubſide, and become flaccid, This denotes 
that the Placenta is partly, or intirely diſengaged 
from the Matrix; whence the uterine Lacteals 
are emptied, and a Paſſage procured for the 
uterine Milk ; wherefore it regurgitates from 
the Breaſts, finding leſs Reſiſtance in running by 
the Uterus. Thus it is not ſurprizing the 
Breaſts become flaccid in this Caſe. We now 
come to the Symptoms which announce Abor- 
tion ready to happen; as 

1. A ſmall Flux of Blood or Serum, which 
ouzes from the Uterus ; upon which follows the 
Efflux of the Waters, Flooding, Fc. for theſe 
denote a Rupture in the Veſſels of the Matrix, 
and that the Orifice of the ſame Organ is open'd; 
all which ſpeedily menace Abortion. 

2. The preceding Sign is the more certain, 
if at the ſame Time the Patient feels acute, 
cholic Pains in the Matrix; which ſpring 
from the Change of the Infant's Situation, or 
a Collection of Blood in the Uterus, and its 
convulſive Contraction, 

3. If ſhe complains of Pain about the Os 


vie WW Pubis and Os Sacrum, it denotes that the Infant 


has fallen down to the Orifice of the Matrix; 


ed, where it produces a Diſtraction, which the 


patient refers to the ſaid Places, tho wy are 


the no way affected. 
um. 4. The Patient ſuddenly feels a Deſire of 


going to Stool; but theſe are the Effect 


otes | of 
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of the Impreſſions cauſed or excited by the 
Child. 

F. Finally, the Patient is ſeized with Weak- 
nels, Palpitations, convulfive Contractions per 
Conſenſum, Syncope, and other Symptoms too 
tedious to be mention'd, © 


DiacnosTICs. 


A ptudent Phyſician ſhould foreſee a threat- 
ening Abortion, as well as that which is ready 
to happen; in order to prevent the Abortion 
in the former Caſe, and diminiſh at leaſt its 
Symptoms in the latter. 

To foreſee a future Abortion, the following 
Signs will be of Uſe; ſuch as are various Falls, 
Strokes, Plethora which appears by frequent 
Hemorrhages of the Noſe, and that the Pa- 
tient won't ſuffer it to be diminiſh'd by Phle- 
botomy, and that ſhe won't keep her Bed 
after ſuch Accidents, If theſe precede, and 
that the Pains of the Loins, Thighs, want of 
Motion in the Infant, Conſtriction of the Ab4:- 
men,&c. ſupervene, the Patient ſhould be adver- 
tiſed of the Neceſſity of Reſt, and the other 
Precautions neceſſary to prevent bad Conſe- 
quences. 

If Abortion really approaches, it will ap- 
pear ' manifeſtly, if the above Symptoms, ot 
fome of them, have preceded, and that more 
violent Symptoms follow ; ſuch as conſiderable 
Loſs of Blood, or ferons Flux from the Ma— 


trix, colic Pains of the Uterys, conſtant 
| Pains 
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Pains about the Offa Pubis and Os Sacrum; 


and above all, if the Patient is ſuddenly ſeized 
with a Deſire of going to Stool. Then it is 
in vain to attempt preventing the Evil; fo 
you are to endeavour to check the Symptoms, 


PrRoOGNOSTICS, 


In general, Abortion is reputed more dange- 
rous than a natural Birth; but above all, when 
it is violent, or ſuddenly procured : For, in that 
Caſe, the Placenta is ſo diſtracted from the 
Matrix, that ſome of it frequently remains at- 
tach d to that Organ; or, what is worſe, it 
brings along with it ſome of the very Sub- 
ſtance of the Matrix, or burſts ſome of the 
collateral Veſſels, and produces mortal Hæ- 
morrhages. From theſe Affections ſpring Ul- 
cers, Sc. of the Uterus, 

I may cite you ſeveral Obſervations of un- 
fortunate Creatures, who have miſerably pe- 
riſh'd after ſuch unnatural Ways; and that by 
procuring theſe violent and ſudden Abortions: 
For, if -they do not immediately die of Abor- 
tion, they commonly do by ſome of its bad 
Conſequences. In natural Births, on the con- 
trary, provident Nature works by Degrees, and 
as, 1t were imperceptibly ; the Placenta being 
gently diſengaged from the Urerus, without 
any Violence or Rupture, | | 

It the Patient has frequently ſuffer'd Abor- 
tion, ſhe becomes commonly barren, nay, if 
it happen but two or three Times; becauſe 
, it 


% 
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it pre-ſuppoſes a habitual Defect in the Pr 
tient's Body, Womb, or in the Infant, as theif 
Weakneſs, Sc. whereby the Fætus cannot ar 
rive at the natural Term, We daily ſee ſome 
Families to become extin& by this Means, 
Tho' a Miſcarriage in general is dangerous, 
yet the Danger is not equally great in all its 
Caſes; it varies principally according to the 
Time wherein it happens, Degree of the Symp. 
toms, &c, For, Abortion in the ſecond or third 
Month is leſs dangerous than when it happens 
in the fifth or ſixth Month; becauſe in the laſt 
Caſe the Infant is larger, and the Adheſion of 
the Placenta firmer : Both of which muſt be 
overcome hefore the Excluſion of the Fztus, 


CuRE. 


The Cure of Abortion is twofold : The one 
to prevent Abortion when it is threaten'd, and 
to allay its Symptoms; the other conſiſts in ſuc- 
couring Women who are ſubject to it, by any 
ſmall Accidents. And this is to be principal- 
ly employ'd when the Time approaches wherc- 
in they miſcarry, tho' no Symptoms of Abor- 
tion appear'd hitherto. | | 

When a Woman is threaten'd with Abor- 


tion, all Cauſes capable of producing it, ſhould 
be avoided, if poſſible. The Phyſician ſhould 
examine the Patient's Pulſe, to ſee whether (he 
is plethoric or not; of which he may be alſo in- 
form'd by the Patient's Regimen, her paſt Life, 
if ſhe be ſubjet to Melancholy, Grief, 1 
. 8 Wie 


which hindred her of eating; if ſhe be ſubject. 
so any great Evacuations, or impoveriſned by 
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preceding Diſorders. When the Phyſician 
diſcovers the Patient to have been reduced by 
theſe. Cauſes, and that ſhe is not plethoric, 
kt him beware of bleeding her; on the con- 
tary he muſt augment her Nouriſhment, and 
preſcribe her an analeptic Diet, or what we 
all reſtorative Food, This Diet conſiſts in 
keding the Patient with a ſmall Quantity of 
nouriſhing Aliments at a Time, not of over- 
hot ones; but of ſuch as comprehend many 
hlſamic nouriſhing Particles in a ſmall Bulk; 
ch Broths or Conſommatums made of the Juice 
of Fleſh-meat, apd taken by Spoonfuls; Gellies 
made of old Capons, Partridges, or freſh Eggs, 
to which you add the Juice of Veal or of 
theep's Hearts, ſpiritous Wine, as Canaty or 
Alctnt Wine taken by Spoonfuls now and 
then, or the Patient may dip a piece of Bread 
therein and eat of it. To make a rich Broth 
i the Capon and Partridge, let them be firſt 
boiled in good Broth ; afterwards their Wings 
re pounded in a Mortar, and the above Broth 
irown upon them, juſt as if you were making 
u Emulſion, the whole after Expreſſion is 
rain d and reſerved for Uſe, This Diet is 
acellent for a Woman that is menaced with 
Frog thro? her reduced and impoveriſhed 
ate. 1 Je 26h3. 261th 
But it is more important to place the Pa- 
len in a proper Situation. Wherefore let her 
ic on her Back, ſo that het Thighs and poſte- 
| " FS. 
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riour Parts be more elevated than her Belly 
that the Fztut by its proper Weight may not 
preſs on the Orifice of the Matrix, nor the 
Placenta be diſengaged. Thus let her lie, conti- 
. nuing her analeptic Diet for three or four Days 
or more, but moderately till ſhe recovers her 
Strength. . | | 
In all other Caſes but in the Impoveriſhment 
of the Patient's Conſtitution, or precedent He- 
morthages, ſhe ſhould be bled in the Arm if 
any Signs of Abortion appear, and above allif 
ſhe be plethoric; nay in this Caſe Veneſection 
may be repeated in the ſaid Place two or three 
Times todiminiſhtheP/etborga of theUerus, and 
to reduce her ſtrong and feverFh Pulſe, which 
is a common Attendant of this State. If the 
Patient fell, or received any Strokes on the lower 
Belly about this Time, 4 her be moderately 
nouriſhed, with light digeſtible Aliments; 
as Soup, Rice, Gruel, Gellies, Panadoes, 
freſh Eggs, little Wine, but no Fleſh-meat, ob- 
liging her ſtrictly to keep in bed. Theſe Pre- 
cautions are ſufficient to prevent Miſcarriage, it 
the Patient be only lightly threatned with it 
But if ſhe feels a pricking or painful Irritat- 
on in the Abdomen, a Deſire off going to Stool, 
Ge. we muſt employ Narcotics in a ſmall 
Doſe, in order. to check thoſe Impreſſions, 
but fo as not to ſtupify the Patient, Thus the 
Separation of the Placenta is frequently pre- 
vented. Vet weare ſometimes obliged to pro- 
ceed farther, tho' we do not ſometimes ſucce 
But that we thould leave no Method untrcd, 
- | * da | an 
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ind that nothing may ſeem defective to the 
Aſſiſtants, we preſcribe gently aſtringent and 
attenuating Vulneraries, in order, as it were, 
to reunite the Placenta, and facilitate the Cir- 
culation of the Blood. Theſe are Coral. p.p. 
Pulv. Rad. Tormentil. gr. Kermes. gr. Plantag. 
Sang. Dracon. Raſur. Ebor. Terr, Catech. Rad 
Tormentil, Maſtich. Macis, 2, 3, or 4 at a 
Time 4d gr. viij. vel ff, pro De. But the 
Macis being aromatic is given in a ſmaller 
Doſe, To theſe add Confect. Alkerm. vel de 
Hyacinth, ad 3. Syr. Papav. Alb, ij. Tint. 
Andyn. ad-Gutt. xviij. Different Compoſiti- 
ons are made of theſe Drugs, as Boles in Pan. 
4zym. or Tablets with Sugar, to be exhibi- 
ted every third or fourth Hour, There are 
allo Potions made of the diſtilled Waters of 
Plantain, Artemiſ. Meliſſ. Mentb. &c. with the 
former Simples, which may be varied ſeveral 
Ways to maſk their Quality, and content the 
Imagination of Women who love Variety. 
The following Remedies are extremely. in 
Vogue for this Diſorder, - ſo that it would 
kem to be a Crime to omit them; ,. Theſe 
we the Spod. or Ebur. Calcinat, C. C. Pphics 
frep.of each 3j. To theſe you add the Ger mina 
a three or four freſh Eggs, and ſome white 
Wine, For the Spodium is ſomewhat aſtrin- 
rent, the Heart's Horn is abſorbent, the Ovor. 
Cermina are ſudorific, and the Whitewine ape- 
titive and cordial. In uniting all theſe, ſome 
magine to do Miracles; tho the Remedy is 
dot as efficacious; as they fancy, Some Women 
„ are 
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are ſo deſirous to avoid Abortion, that they 
can never be contented. For they ſtill crave 
more Remedies: And they will expect you 
ſhould run over all the Materia Medica for 
this Purpoſe; wherefore you are obliged to 
yield to their Importunities, and order Plaſters, 
Unctions, Ointments, Fomentations, Ge. all 
which are really uſeleſs; but as they are not 
hurtful the Phyſician may comply with their 
Demands. The Plaſters are applied to the 
Region of the Loins, to retain, as they ay, 
the Infant in the Matrix. They are compo- 
ſed of Pitch, Incenſe, Sang. Dracon. Maſtich, 
Pulu. Roſar. Rubrar. Bol, Armen. Terr, Si- 
gillat. Spodium, Therebinth. &c. Theſe are ap- 
plied to the whole Region of the Loins, O. 
Sacrum, and are carefully conveyed even to 
the Navel, to render them, as they ſay, the 
more efficacious, If you have not Patience 
enough, Complaiſance, or ſufficient Time to 
order ſuch Preparations, you may preſcribe 
ſome officinal Plaſters, as Emplaſtr. contr, 
Ruptur. Emplaſtr. de Stæcbad. Sc. 

The Unctions are made with Ol. Myrrb. 
Ovor. Laterit. Pingued. Capon. Anſer. vel Pull, 
with which you rub the Patient's Loins, 
and Inguina: This amuſes only, and that 1s 
all. | | 

The Fomentations are made with the De. 
coction of Malicor. Gland. Cupreſs. Gland. 
Quercin, contuſ. Baluſt. They are boiled in 
Forge - water or in rough red Wine, But all 
theſe fatigue the Patient in Vain. 17 . 
| | 3 0 
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ſhould not be neglected; for if Abortion ſu- 

rvenes, as it does but too frequently, the 
Phyſician would be blamed, if he did not 
employ them. | 

The good Women have alſo another Piece 
of Practice, which conſiſts in rubbing the Pa- 
tient's Thighs, and Belly upwards; to employ 
dry cupping-glaſſes to her Breaſts and Shoul- 
ders; to make uſe of Ligatures applied to the 
Thighs, But all theſe are uſeleſs, if not hurt- 
ful, For the Ligatures derive the Blood plen- 
tifully to the Matrix; wherefore bleeding in 
the Arm will do much better. 

We ſhould not forget here a famous Re- 
medy, which has reigned at leaſt for an hun- 
dred Years paſt, and which we have from 
Crato, quondam Phyſician to three Emperours, 
This Remedy contains nothing ſingular, yet 
we ſhould know what it is, thro' its extraor- 
dinary Eſteem, 


R. Rad. Biſtort. Pult. Gran. Kerm. Por- 

. fulac. et Plantag. Pulv. ana Iſſ. Cori- 
andr. Pulv. Jj. vel ij. Sacchar. Cand. 
Dj. m. f. Pulu. pro. iv. Doſib. ; 


Each Doſe of this Powder is taken in a freſh 
Egg every four Hours, for four Days together. 
This Remedy cannot be bad. The Rad. Bi- 
fort, is a gentle vulnerary Aſtringent: The 
Kermes is cordial, the Plantain is aſtringent, 
and the Portulaca cooling. The Sugar and 
Coriander, ſerve only to give a more agreea- 
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ble Taſte and Flavour to the Remedy, yet it 
may be ſomewhat uſeful in other Reſpect, 
tho' not ſo much as it is reported. | 

Some Women have alſo fach odd Fancies as 
to cut very minutely ſame Crimſon Silk, and 
to take it in a Spoonful. But this ſhould be 
decompoſed to be of any Service, and this can- 
not be performed in the Stomach; we find 
that Silk affords by Diſtillation a volatile 
Salt, which it will not yield in our Stomach, 
Woman's Imagination 1s ſo trivial that ſhe con- 
fiders only the Colour of this Drug. Formerly 
Silk was dyed with Kermes, whence this kind 
of Colour is called Color Kermefinus, and the 
Kermes being in great Reputation for preventing 
Abortions, has given Room to the Uſe of this 
Silk, which is a meer Amuſement. 

It may be demanded whether the ſeminal 
Animalcule having got into theVeficula, may live 
there for ſome Time before the Veſicle ad- 
heres to the Matrix to draw its Nouriſhment 
from thence. | 8 

That it can thus live we may preſume; 
becauſe the Ouum is ſuppoſed not to adhere 
to the Bottom of the Matrix, till about the 
End of the firſt Month, in Woman; during 
which Time the Animalcule ſhould be nouriſhed 
by the Contents of the Ouum, &c. There are 
even, as ſome pretend, certain Animals in 
which the Placenta is never attached to the 
Uterus; whence ſome take Occaſion of di- 
ſtinguiſhing Animals into different Claſſes with 
Regard to their Placenta, Some they. call 

* | | Animalia 
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Animalia Placentiſera. Of theſe are Women. 
whoſe Placenta reſembles a round or circular 
Cake. Some have a Placenta called Cotyledon ; 
becauſe it reſembles a Kind of Cup like the 
Plant called Umbzlicus Veneris, as we obſerve in 
Cats and Dogs. Other Animals are called 
Glandulifera; becauſe their Placenta is a Maſs 
of Glands: Such are the Placentæ of Sows 
and Mares, In which Animals thoſe Authors 
pretend that the Placenta is never attached to 
the Matrix. But what is Fact, is, that if it 
adheres to that Organ, the Connexion is late in 
the afore-ſaid Animals. From this we may con- 
clude that the Animalcule may live and en- 
creaſe in Bulk in the Yeficula, tho' there be 
no immediate Connexion betwixt itſelf and the 
Matrix for ſome Time, | 
The ſecond Cure conſiſts in preventing 
Abortion. in ſuch as have frequently miſcar- 
ried before, and in avoiding its Accidents. 
Some Women never retain their Fruit till 
the ordinary. Term of Child-bearing; but dife 
burthen themſelves of it about the third or 
fourth Month. But if the Phyſician be ſo 
happy. as to make them paſs this fatal Term 
they eſcape and are delivered at the natura 
Time, Sed bic Labor, hoc Opus. For theſe 
Perſons are ſo diſpoſed to. this Accident, that 
by ſneezing, or ſpeaking loud, they are 
ſubject to miſcarry. This Kind of  Abor- 
tion preſuppoſes ſome one of the follow- 
ing Vices, viz. that the Matrix is ſo weak, 
3 tobe incapable of bearingthe Infant's Weight 
"7" NPC above 
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above two or three Months; or it is too re. 
laxed, and its Orifice remains open and is ne- 
ver exactly cloſed; or finally it is ſo little, that 
it cannot ſufficiently dilate itſelf to give Room 
to the growing Infant; whence he is fo ſtrai- 
ten'd, that he ſtrives to turn and tumble him- 
ſelf, whereby the Placenta is lacerated from the 
Uterus, and the Excluſion of the Ft 
haſten'd, 

To remedy this Defect, we ſhould propoſe 
to our ſelves two Views; the one leads us to cor- 
rect the different Diſeaſes of the Mother's Body 
in General, the other to remove the Vices of 
the Uterus. | | | 
In order to correct the firſt, we ſhould 
learn whether the Mother's Blood be acrid, 
ſpiſſid, too abundant, or defective. But the laſt 
Cauſe 1s rare; becauſe pregnant Women com- 
monly indulge themſelves and form much Blood. 

It the Blood be acrid, bleed in the Begin- 
ning of Pregnancy to prepare the Patient; 
then purge her gently pro re nata. If the 
Blood be acrid and ſpiſſid, let her take mine- 
ral ferruginous Waters, Goat's or Aſſes Milk, 
Decoctions of China or Sarſaparilla, Baths of 
warm Water, veal or pullet Broths, Whey, c. 
If the Blood be too abundant and not a- 
crid, you may content your ſelf with a good 
Regimen, bleed the Patient pretty often to- 
wards the ſecond Month, for we rarely blecd 
during the firſt, 

"I The next View conſiſts in correcting the 

Vice of the Matrix, If it be a 4 
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hard and compact, or too ſoft and relaxed, 
you muſt treat its Obſtruction with gentle 
Aperitives combined with Diluents. The A- 

itives are employed in Boles or Electuaries. 
If you preſcribe Emmenagogues, let them be of 
the mildeſt Sort; theſe are neceſſary, becauſe ſuch 
Patients never have regular Menſtruation; 
otherwiſe their Matrix would have been ſoft 
and pliable. If the Nrerus be hard and com- 
pa, let her uſe warm Baths made of the De- 
coction of emollient Plants, as Malu. Alrh. 
Parietar. Sem. Lin. whoſe Uſe may be occaſi- 
onally repeated, | 

If on the contrary the Uterus is too ſoft 
and relaxed, make uſe of Baths of the Ag. 
Thermal. or of aromatic Plants, as Majoran. 
Thym. Serpill. Roſmarin. Matricar, Salu. 
Abrotan. to fortify and ſtrengthen the relaxed 
Fibres,” For this Purpoſe may be employed 
aPtifan of the Woods, Nor ſhould the Woman 
cohabit for ſome time with her Husband; nay 
ſhe ſhould not lie with him for a Twelvemonth. 
For this Action relaxeth the Uzterus; where- 
fore ſhe ſhould refrain from him, till the Parts 
are ſtrong enough to bear, and to give Room 
to a happier Pregnancy. When theſe Patients 
ae once big with Child, they ſhould keep 
their Bed as ſtrict as poſſible; and tho' this 
Method is ſomewhat troubleſome, yet ſome 
Women are ſo reaſonable as to obſerve it; 
and by this Means the Placenta adheres the 
better to the DUrerus, and bears leſs on its Ori- 
bee, whilſt the contrary happens in a per- 
WE BOY ISTH | pendicular 
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pendicular Situation; wherefore the Patient 
Mould keep her Bed at leaſt till the fatal Term 


is paſt; Prudence even ſhould oblige the Phy- 
ſician to make her keep her Bed as long 
as poſſible, tho' ſhe may take a little more 
Liberty, when out of Danger. The Patient 
ſhould be alſo flenderly nouriſhed with di- 
geſtible Aliments, Women who live at their 
eaſe, commonly deſtroy their Infants by eating 
too much. For a Patient, who indulges her- 
felf with ſucculent nouriſhing Meats, and ex- 
erciſes little or nothing, forms too much Blood; 
wherefore ſuch require repeated bleeding, once 
in two Months, nay ſometimes once a Month, 
if the Patient be plethoric. But each bleeding 
ſhould be ſmall. 

Pregnant Women are commonly conſti- 
pated, becauſe the Infant in the Womb bears 
on the Rectum, and they nouriſh themſelves 
with ſuch juicy Aliments, that few Excre- 
ments are formed. Thoſe eſpecially are ſub- 
ject to this Accident, who exerciſe little, and 
who indulge Sleep. To remedy this Ac- 
cident, Clyſters of warm Water are preſcrib- 
ed, in which we frequently boil Sem. Ln, 
for this keeps the Patient looſe without pro- 
ducing mortal D:iarrheas, which may other- 
wiſe happen, We may likewiſe preſcribe for 
this Purpoſe Ol. Amygd. Dul. cum Vitell. Ouor. 
always ordering a proper Regimen at the fame 
Time. They ought alſo to go looſe in their 
Dreſs, and wear low-heeled Shoes, 

Thus I have ſeen the Infants of ſome con- 


fiderable Families to have been preſerved 5 
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the long wiſhed for Careſſes of their Pa- 
rents. I have ſucceeded in the Treatment of 
one Patient in particular in this Caſe, who 
was happily delivered of ſeveral Children 
afterwards, | 

The Phyfician is not to forget to apply 
ſome aſtringent Plaſter to the Patient's Loins, 
as the Emplaſtr. contr, Ruptur. vel Emplaſtr. 
pro Matric. que etiam malaxart poſſit ad p. &. 
If the Phyſician neglected theſe, he would cer- 
tainly incur the Reproaches of the good Women, 
who are ſeldom without a little Superſtition, 

Great Moderation ſhould be uſed, for ſome 
Time, in the conjugal Affair, during Pregnan- 
y; for ardent and frequent Copulations often 
cauſe Abortion, as J have known, 


C HAP. XXIX. 
Of Parturition. 


HE preſent Subject upon which we enter 

is extremely more difficult than any 
ve hitherto have had. I don't intent to give 
you here a complete Treatiſe of Midwifery ; 
tor this would lead me too far, nor is it ſo 
requifite for a Phyſician. Such as intend ta 
follow this Branch more cloſely, ſhould work 
and ſee the Operations thereof: Wherefore 
omitting the Species, I ſhall content myſelf at 
preſent to. giveyou a general Idea of the Matter ; 
therefore, in order to come to the Knowledge of 
| 7 difficult 
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difficult of preternatural Births, it is neceſſary to 
form a juſt Idea of the natural ones, which 
will render the Subject of our preſent Lecture; 
purely phyſiological, and will comprehend 
three principal Queſtions. 1, What determines 
Parturition at a certain or limited Time more 
or leſs. 2. What diſpoſes or relaxes the Part; 
of Generation in Women to give Way and 
yield to the Infant, and what are the protru- 
ſive Vires which exclude him. 3. What are 
the Accidents which ſupervene after Delivery. 
I. The firſt Queſtion is more curious than 
uſeful ; yet the Curiolity is Praiſe-worthy, Tho' 
the Time of Delivery 1s pretty fixt and uni- 
form; yet it may vary in one or more Days, 
nay in the ſame Woman at different Births, 
But it is always fixt and certain as to the 
Month; ſeeing it happens from the fifteenth 
Day of the ninth Month to the End or the 
thirtieth Day of the ſame: And tho' ſome Wo- 
men aſſure, that Delivery may happen ſooner 
or later than this Term; yet I ſuſpect very 
much that they are wrong in their reckoning, 
as being ignorant of the preciſe Time of Con- 
ception ; for that Nature ſhould be uniform in 
her Operations it is neceſſary, that Woman 
ſhould have her determined Time of Deli- 
very, as well as other Animals, tho' the Term 
be different, As to the Cauſes of this Term 
of Delivery in Women, Authors are variouſly 
divided about it, Some ſay that it is owing 
to a Collection of Meconium, fo called from 
its Reſemblanee to Opium, which the Gre- 
. cians 
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OF WOMEN. 381 
gians name after that manner; and the French 
Mid wives Poix gene. This being collected in 
the Infant's Inteſtines, irritates the ſame, renders 
the Fætus uneaſy, makes him ſtruggle in the 
Uterus, diſengage the Placenta, and haſten his 
own Excluſion, when the above Matter is in 
2 ſufficient Quantity, as they ſuſpect it 1s, at 
the uſual Term of Child-bearing. Others at- 
tribute this Effect to the Acrimony and Irri- 
tation of the Urine in the Bladder. Others 
on the contrary explain this Phænomenon by 
the Difficulty the Matrix has in yielding to 
the growing Infant, above a certain Pitch or 
Degree. The Infant being at length too much 
confined and ſtraitened, becomes uneaſy, and 
ſtrives by moving to procure himſelf a little 
more Room ; by which Efforts he detaches the 
Placenta, and promotes his own Excluſion. 
This theypretend to prove byExperience. For as 
they ſay, Twins are frequently miſcarried, thro' 
their Weight, and Want of ſufficient Room. 

I will not deny but the Impreſſions made 
by the Meconium and Urine, the Smallneſs 
dthe Uterus, and the Difficulty it has in dilating, 
may contribute to the Excluſion of the Fætus at 
the ordinary Term ; yet I pretend, that this may 
be better explained and more naturally by the 
lofant's Situation. That this may be the better 
underſtood, you are to obſerve that the umbi- 
lical Cord or Veſſels are attached to the Placenta, 
and the Placenta to the Matrix. The Infant 
810 an Ægquilibrium with the Waters, which 
urround him in his proper Integuments. The 

5 ſpecific 
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ſpecific Gravity of the Infant being the ſame 
with that of the Vaters, he freely and with- 
out conſtraint floats therein, and is equally com- 
preſſed on all Sides, the included Fluids ren- 
dring this Compreſſion uniform and gentle; 
whilſt, if the Infant lay dry in the Womb, he 
would continually ſuffer by the unequal Con- 
tractions of this Organ, its Compreſſion by the 
Muſcles of the Abdomen, &c, In this State 
the Infant has his Head upwards, and his Feet 
towards the Orifice of the Uterus, with his Face 
to the Mother's Abdomen ; during the firſt fix 
Months he remains in this Situation, his Head 
being towards the Mother's Navel, for his 
Feet are during that Time ſpecifically heavier 
than the Head: But this Part begins at Length 
to grow faſter in Proportion than any other; 
wherefore its ſuperiour Weight turns the Infant 
with its Head downwards towards the Orifice of 
the Uzerus, juſt as we ſee a Ball of Lead joined 
to a piece of Cork, by its ſpecifical Weight 
to fink; whilſt the Cork floats on the Surſace 
or keeps the ſuperiour Parts. This change of 
Situation in the Infant is owing to the ſpeedy 
Growth of the Brain. He is thus turned a- 
bout fifteen Days or three Weeks before the 
Delivery, which the Midwives, nay the Mo- 
thers perceive at that Time; wherefore they 
ſay that the Belly has then fallen. They found 
themſelves ſomewhat light and active before; 
but now they feel confiderable Weight on the 
Orifice of, the Matrix from the Compreſſion 
occaſioned thereon by the Infant's Head and 
1 | Shoulders; 
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OF WOMEN. 383 
Shoulders; whilſt the Feet are directed up- 
wards. _ 

2. The fecond Queſtion demands, Whatis it 
that diſpoſes the Orifice of the Matrix, with 
the Vagina and Vulva to dilate themſelves, and 
give way to the propelled Infant, and what 
are the Vires or Momentum which exclude 
bim? 

As to the firſt Part of this Queſtion, the 
conſtant Compreſſion which the Infant's Head 
Cauſes for fifteen Days or thereabout on the 
Otifice of the Irerus, gives alſo Room to the 
gadual Compreſſion and Infarction of the 
Veihs of this Orifice, Vagina, &c. whence they 
become cedematous by the Stagnation of the 
Serum, Thus the ſaid Parts are continually 
hathed and relaxed to a prodigious Degree, ſo 
that they may be conſiderably diſtended with- 
out any Danger of Rupture; whence we may 
remark the boundleſs Wiſdom of Nature, 
which prudently diſpoſes every Thing to its 
intended Term; whilſt all human Art could 
dot procure ſuch a harmleſs Dilatation, with- 
out forcing Nature: When the Vulva is diſ- 
covered to be œdematous, we always judge 
that Delivery is near at Hand. 

As to the ſecond Part of this Queſtion, it 
conſiſts in knowing what are-the Powers which 
exclude the Infant. Theſe are eaſily diſco- 
dered: For the different carnous or muſcular 
Fibres of the Matrix are found to be in a 
enſible Contraction at this Time. Ruy/cb 
las fancied a particular circular Muſcle in the 

Gb Bottom 
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Bottom of the Matrix intended for this Pur- 

e: But Anatomy has not as yet verified 
its Exiſtence, Beſides the Contraction of the 
Uterus, that of the Abdominal Muſcles, Dia- 


phragm,  &c. concurs likewiſe per Conſenſum. 


So the Simultaneous Contraction of theſe and 
the Uzerus are the Powers whereby the Infant 
is excluded. CO OY Ph 

That difficult and preternatural Births, of 
which we ſhall treat hereafter may be the bet- 
ter underſtood, it will not be amiſs to give 
at preſent a general Idea of the Progreſs of 
the Infant propelled by the above Vires in the 
Time of a natural Birth, which is as fol- 
loweth. _ | 

The Infant in the Womb, as we remarked 
before, has its Head for about fix Months 
towards the Mother's Navel, that by this Situa- 
tion, the Placenta may adhere the better to 
the Womb. Soon' afterwards he turns Head 
downwards; the Matrix is ſollicited by this 
Weight, according to the Mechaniſm above 
given, to yield at its Orifice to the propelld 
Chorion and Amnios; which, with the Waters 
they contain, form a kind of ſmall Pouch or 
Veſicle in the ſaid Orifice, This Protuberance 
ſhould. not be burſted too early ; but it ſhould 
be ſuffer'd to break of itſelf, if it does not de- 
lay too long, or till the Woman is really in 
Labour: For if it had been burſted too ſoon, 
the Extraction of the Infant would have been 
the more difficult, not being lubricated 2 


— 4 % — 


2-+ * — 1 - . * 9 s b 26 „ * 
—_— 
: 
tn 
3 © 


OF WOMEN, 385 
theſe Waters at the proper Time. In this De- 
oree the Matrix is ſaid to be open. | 

The Infant continually advances the above 
Protuberance; gradually enlarging the Paſſage, 
that the Crown of his Head may be felt: In 
which Caſe he is ſaid to be crowned; in 
French, Il eſt au Couronnement, The Birth 
s then advanced by the one third Part; the 
Midwife may at the ſame Time aid his Ex- 


duſion; which tho' ſhe did not, Nature alone 


would have done the Work. When the Infant is 
protruded into the Vagina to his Ears, he is faid 
to be in the Paſſage: Nor is it ſurprizing that 
the Infant's Shoulders do paſs, ſeeing his Head 
does; for it may be geometrically proved that 
the Circumference of his Head is greater, or 
i leaſt as great as that of his Shoulders, be- 
ng of a circular Figure, which is the moſt 
capacious of any, But this Proportion of 
the Head and Shoulders is obſerved only in 
Infants, not in Adults; wherefore when the 
Child's Head once paſſes, the Affair is almoſt 
der, unleſs by a vicious Conformation, his 
Shoulders be too large. The Infant being thus 
advanced, if the Membranes are not burſted, 
they may be then open'd,in order that theinclud- 
ed Waters, by their Effuſion, may lubricate the 
Vagina, Cc. whilſt the Remainder puſh for- 
ward the Infant. As ſoon as the Infant is 
excluded, the Midwife. ſhould carefully lay 
tim on her Knees, with his Face down- 
wards, to give a free Iſſue to the Waters 
be has in his Body, Noſe, Mouth, Cc. other- 

| Cc wiſe 
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wiſe be may be in Danger of Suffocation. In 
the next Place the Placenta is to be extracted; 
which uſually ſoon appears of itſelf, if it be 
not attach'd to the Uterus. But if it ill 
adheres to it, the Midwife muſt not act by 
Force; on the contrary, ſhe muſt ſeparate 
it gently, as we ſhall hereafter direct. The 
umbilical Cord muſt be now cut, having made 
a Ligature as well on the Child's Side, ason the 
Mother's, to prevent a fatal Hemorrhage 
to them both, You are alſo to obſerve that 
in natural Births, the Infant's Face is turned 
to the Mother's Coccyx; for if it had been turn- 
ed to the Of/a Pubis, the Noſe would have been 
cruſh'd to Pieces, and would be an Impedi- 
ment in his Excluſion: Beſides, it is neceſ- 
ſary that his Face ſhould be turned downwards; 
otherwiſe. the Waters would ſtifle him by en- 
tring continually at his Noſe and Mouth, which 
by this Situation is prevented. But the Infant's 
Noe being turned to his Mother's Coccyx, the 
laſt yields, as doth alſo the Noſe itſelf, being car- 
tilaginous and compos'd of ſeveral Pieces. The 
{ame Thing is to be underſtood of his Head, 
which is pliable, and compoſed of many Bones, 
whence it yields, and forms a Kind of Point 
in the Expulſion, adapting itſelf to the 
Paſſage; which it could not have done if it 
were hard or compoſed only of one Bone; yet 
after all, no Animal is ſo ſubject to diff- 
cult Delivery, and Pains as Woman, her 
Fetus's Head being larger in Proportion than 
_ that of any other Animal. 


Some 
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Some Authors pretend that in all Births the 
e  Pubis are ſeparated : But I fancy this 


never happens but in very difficult Births. 


For in natural ones the yielding ſoft Diſpo- 
ſition of the Infant's Head, with the ſame Diſ- 
poſition of the Mother's Coccyx are ſufficient, 
| own a Diſlocation of the Corcyx ſometimes 
doth happen in this Caſe; but this is eafily re- 
medied, | 

In the third place we are to explain the 


Symptoms which follow Parturition. The 


firſt and principal is a ſanguine Evacua- 
tion or Kind of Hemorrhage, which is ſome- 
times ſo conſiderable as to frighten the Aſſiſtants. 
This proceeds from the Appendices cace, 
which are now ſeparated from the Placenta 
and no longer ſuſtained thereby: They are 
I this ſtate very large and long, being very 
turgid with Blood, whence the Flux is large, 
but no way dangerous; on the contrary it is 
rery uſeful and neceflary, to unload thoſe 
Veſſels. 'This Evacuation holds three Quarters 
a an Hour or more, and the Flux retains 
t ſanguine Colour for three or four Days, 
bmetimes only twelve Hours, ſometimes twen- 
y four. But this ſanguine Colour begins to 
20 off by Degrees; of a dark Red it becomes 
ford, then like the waſhing of Fleſh, and at 
te End of ten or twelve Days the Flux is 
purely milky: But at Length theſe Floodings 
become ſimply lymphatic. The Locbia in 

eral continue more or leſs, according to the 
? aient's Temperament; the Heat of the Cli- 
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mate, the Manner of Delivery, and other Cir- 
cumſtances. I've ſeen ſome Women who had 
them for ſix Weeks, and did not give over till the 
Menſtrua appeared. While they flow and 
paſs thro the different Degrees aforeſaid, the 
Matrix and Appendices venoſæ are contracted 
in the ſame Proportion, and the Colatoria 
Lactea which compreſſed them are alſo eva- 
cuated. After Delivery, whether it has been 
performed in a Chair intended for that Pur- 
poſe or upon a Bed, the Woman ſhould be re- 
moved thence, and a folded Sheet ſhould be 
laid under her Hips in order to receive 
the Lochia; warm Linnen ſhould be applied 
to her Vulva, that the cold Air ſhould not 
enter the Matrix, which would be otherwiſe 
of very bad Conſequence. Grumous Blood 
ſometimes remains in the Cavity of the Uterus, 
in Lumps as big as Pigeon's or Hen's Eggs 
and frequently as large as the Fiſt ; whence 
ſpring violent griping or Colicks of the Ute- 
rus, much more painful than during the 
Time of a genuine Delivery, thro' the Inflam- 
matory State, or Kind of Phlogofis, of the 
Uterus. Afterwards the delivered Woman 
ſhould be treated with Embrocations on the 
Abdomen, if it be painful; if not, you may 
content yourſelf by applying a Compreſs dip- 


ped in warm Wine to the Belly, which is alſo 
ſecured with a Roller, that it may not be pendu- 
lous or too big. All other Animals have no 
Occaſion for ſuch Preparation. But ſome Mid- 
wiyes ſwathe the Patient's Belly ſo tight, that we 
nd; f 8 | are 
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are frequently obliged to looſen the Bandage, 
eſpecially if the Patient's Abdomen be painful, 
in which caſe, it would be better to have 
the Belly pendulous than to riſque the In- 
flammation of the Uterus &c. which may 
otherwiſe happen. ab, 

As to what concerns the Breaſts, we muſt 
wait for two or three Days till the Milk ap- 
pears ; then they are rubbed with the Oil of 
ſweet Almonds, on which is put ſome Tow 
or Cotton covered with a warm Linen and 
Bandage, to make the Milk take another Way. 
This Compreſſion hinders the Collection of 
Milk in the Breaſts, which may otherwiſe hap- 
pen. This is continued for ſome Time, - dur- 
Ing which the Patient ſhould obſerve an exact 
Regimen, taking only Broths, till the Febris 
Laflea is over, which commonly ends about 
three or four Days after the Birth. But fome 
of theſe Women, and even their Midwives 
recommend hearty Meals; and in ſome Pro- 
vinces they give Cheeſe, Soup or the like, to fill, 
as they ſay, the Vacuum left by the Infant. Yet 
this Cuſtom is very imprudent, and may do much 
Harm. Women newly delivered take the Oil 
of ſweet Almonds and a little Wine to prevent 
the colic Pains which happen after theſe Births: 
But all this is uſeleſs. | THORP een 

Having premiſed theſe general Ideas of Par- 
turition, Order requires that we ſhould come 
next to Births in particular, anddetail more par- 
ticularly their Circumſtances, firſt ſpecifying 
what is to be done in all natural Births. 

Cc 3 Three 


390 OF THE DISEASES 

Three Perſons are commonly concerned in 
every Birth, viz. the pregnant Woman, the 
Midwife, and the Phyſician, 
As to the firſt, 1. She is to give no At. 

tention to tranſitory flight Pains, commonly 
called Flies by the Midwifes; nor do expe- 
rienc'd Women ever mind them. 2. Let the 
Patient be commodiouſly ſituated, on 4 
Straw-bed, which yields leſs than any other, or 
let her be ſeated in a perforated Chair intended 
for this Purpoſe. 3. The moſt convenient 
Situation for the Patient is a reclined one, 
with her Shoulders a little elevated. 4. The 
Midwife ſhould preach Patience to her, and 
aſſure her of a ſucceſsful delivery. 

Next comes the Duty of the Midwife, She 
muſt pare her Nails ve ay cloſely, anointing 
her Fingers with ſome Oyl. Let her introduce 
them from Time to Time into the Vagina, to 
know the State of the Matrix. When the Time 
of Delivery approaches, the Orifice of the Lie- 
rus begins gradually to dilate; fo that the Breadth 
of a Three-livres Piece of the Infant's Head, 
like a Circle, is diſcover'd by the Finger, If 
it be not his Head, but rather his Hand, Foot, 
Placenta, &c. which thus preſents itſelf, the 
Part may be immediately perceived by the 
Touch. This Diſtinction is neceſſary; for, in 
the laſt Caſe, the Birth may be preternatural: 
On the contrary in the former. Moreover, 


the Mid wife ſhould take Care not to miſtake. 


a Pretuberance of the Membranes of the Fxtus 
with their Waters, for the ſoft Parts of his Bo- 
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dy. Tbis we learn by a kind of; Firmneſs 
and Reſiſtance in theſe, which is not obſerva- 
ble in the Protuberance. At length the Infant's 
Head is a little farther advanced; and is, as 
they ſay, au Courronnement. The Midwife 
ſhould in the ſame Proportion, relax the Va- 
gina with ſome oily Remedy, as freſh Lard, 
Capon's Greaſe, &c. Then the Woman. in 
Labour ſhould regulate her Throws, along 
with the mechanic Contractions of the Uterus, 
to propel the Fætus: Nor is ſhe to divide, as 
it were, her Efforts, by crying or otherwiſe, 
but is to make a great Inſpiration, and employ 
all the Organs of Reſpiration, with the Con- 
tration of the Diaphragm, abdominal Muſe 
cles, c. to aſſiſt the Operation, When his 
Head is in the Vagina, the Mother ſhould re- 
double . her Efforts, to advance the Infant's 
Shoulders ; otherwiſe, by the Contraction of 
the Orifice of the Matrix on the Child's Neck, 
he may be ſtrangled, if ſhe does not ſpeedily 
propel him; particularly when the Shoulders 
ire too large: Nor ſhould the Midwife, during 
all this Time, ſet any great Streis on the 
Gripings, or tranſitory colic Pains of the Pa- 
tient, nor take them for true Labour, When 
the Infant is deliver'd, let him be treated as 
we . mention'd before. If the After-birth is 
not deliver d immediately after the Infant, but 
remains on the contrary, attach'd to the re- 
rus, let the Midwife introduce her Hand into 
the Uterus, with the Cautions before- men- 
tion d, and diſengage it gently. Afterwards 

a | C 0 4 let 
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let ber apply a warm Linen to the Patient's 
Vulua; but ſo that it will not impede the 
flowing Lochia. An Hour: after the Birth, 
let the Patient take a little of the Oil of Sweet 
Almonds, to check her colic Pains ; tho' this, 
as before, does little in the Infarction of the 
Veſſels. Afterwards a kind of Cataplaſm of 
Ol. Amygd. dul. to Fig, with two or three freſh 
Eggs beat up and boil'd together to a proper 
Conſiſtence, may be applied to the Parts, and 
continued for two Days; renewing the ſame 
every ſix Hours. After theſe Remedies, a re- 
ſolutive or gentle aſtringent Decoction may be 
employ'd in fifteen Days after the Birth, 
to bathe the Patient's Parts affected. For 
this Purpoſe may ſerve Decoct. Hord. or Infi/. 
Roſar. Rubr. or, if a more powerful Remedy 
be | neceſſary, employ a Decoction of Balauft. 
Nuc. Gall. Malicer. made in Forge-water or 
red Wine. Add Sumac. Roſ. Rubr. Cupul. 
Glandul. quercin. in order to brace up the 
Parts relaxed. dra 
The Phyſician's Duty is the third Thing to 
be conſider d. His Aſſiſtance is neceſſary, eſ- 
pecially if the Birth be too long and diffi- 
cult, and the Patient's Pulſe is high, with 
ſome other Symptoms to be hereafter men- 
tion d. This is commonly the Cafe. of Wo- 
men in their. firſt Lying - in; wherefore, to 
prevent griping, and extraordinary colic Pains, 
and the Inflammation of the Parts of Ge- 
neration, Which in this | Circumſtance is to be 
apprehended, becauſe they are over my 
475 c 
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the Phyfician is to order a Bleeding, even in 


the very Labour. Let him order next a ; 
tle cordial Potion off ſome diſtill'd Waters, or 
ſpirituous Wine, ſuch as Alicant Wine, or the 
like: To which may be added, Ag. Cin- 
namom, hordeat. Confect. Alkerm, vel de 
Hyacinth. Nor ſhould he forget'to order a 
Clyſter, and make the Patient void Urine be- 
fore her Delivery; in order to evacuate the 
Rectum and Bladder, to give the more Room 
to the Infant, and render his Paſſage the ea- 
fier: Care being taken that nothing affording 
noxious Zfluvia enters their Compolition ; for 
fear they ſhould affect the Child. 

After giving you an Idea of natural Births, 
we now come to preternatural ones. In the 
former, the Bregma of the Infant's Head 
correſponds directly to the Orifice of the Ma- 
trix; in the latter, ſome other Part of him 
preſents itſelf to that Orifice, as his Hand, 
Foot, Shoulder: And even tho' the Infant's 
Ear or Occiput preſented itſelf, it may be call'd 
a preternatural Birth, becauſe it pre-ſuppoſes 
his bad Situation, The difficult and laborious 
Birth (of which hereafter) may be complicated 
with this, and even with the natural one. | 

1 ſhall firſt ſet down the Caſes of a preter- 
natural Birth, which are moſt oppoſite to a 
natural one: Wherefore, 1. The moſt op 
lite Situation of an Infant, in this Caſe, to that 
of natural Births, is, when his Feet, either ſepa- 
rately or jointly, preſent themſelves firſt to View. 
Inthis Caſe, the Midwives ſhould know whether 
there be two Infants in the Womb, for fear of 

24 | taking 
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taking a Foot of each. Midwives frequent] 
tie the Foot which firſt appears, with a Ribbon, 
for greater Precaution, till they diſcover the 
Foot of the ſame Infant, for Fear of being 
miſtaken, as above. The Infant's Feet being 
thus diſcovered, , muſt be wrapped in a dry 
Napkin. The Midwife afterwards draws 
him gently, by the Help of the Napkin, till 
the O Ilia, or the Infant's Waſte, is in the 
Orifice of the Uerus. Then the Infant's Hands 
ſhould be brought down cloſe to his Sides; ob- 
ſerving in the mean while, that if his Noſe be 
turn'd to the Oſa Pubis, it ſhould be converted 
to the Mother's Coccyx; not only that it may not 
be cruſh'd by theſe Bones, but that it may be 
no Obſtacle in the Extraction of the Infant. 
He being thus ſituated, and the Mid wife fre- 
quently dilating the Orifice of the Urerus with 
her Fingers, to render the Paſſage the larger, 
the various Contractions of the Patient ſhould 
concur with the Midwife's Efforts to exclude 
the Infant at the ſame Time, But if the In- 
fant's Chin, after the reſt of his Body is ex- 
tracted, remains embarraſſed in the Paſſage, let 
the Midwife turn it to the moſt advantageous 
Side, by putting her Finger into his Mouth. 
Tho' this Situation of a Fætus is really pre- 
ternatural, and ſeems the moſt difficult of all, 
yet, next to a natural one, it is the eaſieſt, be- 
cauſe the Infant's Feet offer a very good Hold: 
For in all preternatural Births, the Infant 
| ſhould be always extracted by the Feet; whilſt 
in all natural ones, he is deliver'd by the ow 
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2. If the Infant's Head offers itſelf laterally, 
its Shoulder, Ear, &c. let him be gently put 
back, and turned to the natural Situation, be- 
fore he is extracted. His Head being directed in a 
ſtrait Line to the Orifice, and the reſt of his 
Body in the ſame Direction; whereby the 
Birth becomes natural and eaſy. The Infant's 
Shoulder is placed the ſame Way, and the 
Birth becomes alſo natural; but with more 
Difficulty than in the former Caſe: Yet in 
both the Infant frequently ſtill preſents the 

ame Part. | PY 
3. If the Fætus's inferior Parts appear, as 
his Belly, Hip, Thigh, Sc. he ſhould be al- 
ways extracted by the Feet, after the Manner 
before” explain'd ; obſerving that the Mother, 
in this Caſe, ſhould lie horizontally on her 
Back, and that one Infant's Foot ſhonld not 
be taken along with that of the other, if they 
are Twins. Thus you may ſee that if the in- 
fetior Parts of a Fætus preſent themſelves, he 
ſhould be extracted by the Feet; whilſt if 
the ſuperior Parts firſt appear, he ſhould be de- 

lver'd by the Head, if practicable. | 
4. If one of the Infant's Hands be parallel 
and cloſed to his Body, whilſt the other re- 
mains erect in the Womb, or if both his 
Hands be directed upwards, and applied to 
his Head, whilſt he is to be extracted by the 
Feet,” the Conſequence, tho' apprehended by 
fome, cannot be ſo bad: For the Orifice of 
i Urerus is ſo diſpoſed to contract, when the 
liſtenfive Cauſe is taken away, that when the 
2 5 Infant's 
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Infant's Shoulders paſs,” it may ſtrangle him, 
by its ſudden Contraction on his Neck, whoſe 
Dimenſions are leſs than 'thoſe of the for- 
mer; or at leaſt, it may render the Birth the 
more difficult. But all this is prevented by 
the erect Situation of the Hands, as before; 

for theſe keep the Orifice equally dilated, til 
the Infant's Head paſſes. 

After theſe various preternatural Situations 
of a live Infant, we next come to ſpeak of 
the Extraction of a dead one. 

It is an Affair of great Conſequence, to know 
whether an Infant in'the Mother's Womb, is 
dead or alive; for if he be alive, both he and 
the Mother ſhould be equally conſerved and 
managed; or if he be very weak, that he may 
25 of Baptiſm ; and if he be dead, that 

e may be gently extracted at his Expence, to 
avoid hurting the Uterus, 

The Signs which denote' the Infant to be 
dead, are of two Kinds, VIZ, equivocal, or ra- 
tional and certain. Theſe of the firſt Claſs 
are learned from what preceded, as Strokes, 
Falls, &c. on the Region of the Uterus, ex- 
ceſſive Griet or Surprize, violent Convulſions, 
or what is more certain is the abſolute want 
of Motion in the Infant; tho' if he be very 
weak, this Sign is deceitful, Moreover, ſome 
Women miſtake the Motion of the Viſcera 
for that of an Infant, and vice verſa; in which 
Caſe the Midwife ſhould be very cautious, If 
the Infant be dead, there is commonly a Col- 


be pon of the Abdomen; the Breaſts become 
flaccid; 
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flaccid;. the Infant bears on the lower Parts 
of the Pelvis, and at the leaſt Motion of the 
Mother, the Child rolls in the Uternus- like a 
Lump of Lead; the, Bones of the Skull are 
wrapp'd over one another; an ĩchorous, lympha- 
tic Sanies flows from the Irerus; the Mother is 
ſubject to frequent Syncopes and other Accidents. 

The certain Signs of a dead Infant are, the 
State of the umbilical Veſſels, which in a 
live. Infant, have a briſk Pulſation ſenſi- 
ble to the Tact, whereby it ſhould be diſco- 
ver d. Nay, the umbilical Cord, by its ſimple 
Firmneſs and Elaſticity, proves the Infant to 
be alive; whilſt in a dead Infant, it is ſoft, 
indolent, yielding to the Touch, and abſolutely 
deprived of Motion. If the Infant be alive, 
dy putting the Finger into his Mouth, he will 
certainly ſuck it; on the contary if he be dead. 
If the Placenta firſt preſents itſelf, and that it 
is ſtill hot, it argues that the Infant is alive; 
on the contrary, if it be cold, the Infant is 
dead. But above all, if any Part of the In- 
tant's Body appears, and that it is livid, full 
of ſmall Veſicles, eaſily yielding and crumb- 


gins to putrifie, When once he is diſcover'd 
to be dead, he ſhould. be immediately ex- 
tracted by the Feet, as we do in all ſuch 
violent Births; and it is no Matter, in this 
Caſe, whether his Head be up or down, becauſe 
we need not then apprehend the Danger of 
luffocating him. One Difficulty preſents it- 
klf here, viz, the turning of the Fætus, in 


order 


ling, the Infant is not only dead, but alſo be- 
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order to diſengage the iliac Region, Shoulderss 
&c, for his Thighs are caſily turn'd; but the 
reſt of his Body is ſo ſoft and pliable, that it will 
ſill remain in the ſame Situation, which has fre- 
quently. impoſed on ſome Midwives for ſome 
other Obſtacle, If he cannot be thus extracted, 
let the Midwife employ her Gaff, or other In- 
ſtruments intended for this Purpoſe. But whilſt 
there ĩs the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect the Fætus alive, 
all Endeavours are to be uſed before the inſttu- 
mental Method of Extraction is attempted. 


— 


CH AP. XXX. 
Of difficult or laborious Births, 


N the preceding Leſſon, we have explain'd 

the various Situations of the Infant in pre- 
ternatural Births; in all which. he ſhould be 
always extracted by the Feet, never by the 
Head; that his Hands ſhould be cloſely ap- 
plied to his Sides, and that when his iliac Re- 
gion, or O Tha are in the Orifice of the 
Matrix, he ſhould be then turned a little, to 
facilitate his Extraction: And as in all Births, 
the Matrix immediately embraces and graſps, 
as it were, the Infant with his Membranes, as 
there is no intermediate Space, we ſhould bleed 
the Patient, in order to relax the Uterus; patti- 
cularly its Orifice, to render the Infant's Paſſage 
the eaſier and larger. Now Order requires, 
that we ſhould come to the Explication > 

| Itucu 


3 


— www tl £© , © * @ ©y3 ww © © KK. 


pd © RV Mo = — n ⸗ ow -« . . © a => 


— 
— 


| - © - 8 


= . 


OF WOMEN. 399 
difficult Birth; which may be deſcribed a Birth 
wherein the Placenta firſt preſents itſelf, or is 
attended with violent Symptoms; as immode- 
rate Hemorrhage, Convulſions, approaching to 
an Epilepſy, with a Hardneſs or Diſtortion of 
the Orifcium Uteri, Preſſute from Tumors in 
the Uterus,, or Parts adjacent, unſeaſonable 
Flooding, Straitneſs of the Paſſages, Weakneſs 
of the Mother, vicious Conformation of the 
Infant, Fe. tho' all the other Conditions of a 
favourable Birth be preſent. All the Species of 
laborious Births are reduced to the following. 
1. When the umbilical Cord or Veſſels firſt 
appear in the Vagina, before the Infant, fo 
that his Head being ſoon after advanced, may 
compreſs theſe Veſſels in the Orifice of the 
Matrix; whence the Infant ſoon periſheth, if 
he be not immediately deliver'd: For this 
Cord, and the Placenta, ſerve the Infant as 
the Organs of a kind of Reſpiration, indepen- 
dent of the Action of external Air; and this, 
thro' the exalted, as it were, ſpirituous Blood, 
which they convey and receive from the Infant. 
That the ſaid Compreſſion, as alſo ſudden 
Cold to which theſe Veſſels are, in this Caſe, 
expoſed, by congealing the Blood, or relaxing 
their Fibres, may kill the Infant in a Quarter 
of an Hour, or at moſt four Hours, daily 
Experience proves, This Accident happens 
in two Caſes, 1. When the umbilical Cord 
8 too long (tho! it is ſometimes too ſhort) and 
that it hangs from the Matrix. As ſoon as 
the Membranes are burſted, it eſcapes and ap- 
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pears in the Vagina. 2. If the Waters are 


very abundant, tho' the Cord be not too long, 
as ſoon as their Membranes are burſted, they 
hurry and ſweep this along with them thro' 
their Rapidity ; whence it is compreſſed by the 
Infant's Head being ſoon after advanced. 

In order to remedy this Accident, if 
the Cord be compreſſed by the Infant' 
Head, that it be ſtill hot, and the Infant alive, 

ou are firſt to return the Infant, and place him 
properly in the Womb, then to reduce the Cord; 
to hinder its Prolapſion, till the Infant's Head 
fills the Paſſage: Some Midwives apply a warm 
Piece of Linnen to the Orifice of the Uterus, 
But if it continually deſcends, is ſtill com- 

reſſed by the Infant's Head, eludes all your 

fforts, and that you cannot make it a natural 
Birth, the Patient is to be put in a ſuitablePoſ- 
ture, and you are to endeavour by gentle Means 
to extract the Infant gradually by the Feet. 

2. When the Placenta firſt preſents itſelf, 
which is learned by its ſpongy, ſoft Texture, 
and the great Quantity of Blood flowing from 
the Uterus at the ſame Time, thro' the Rup- 
ture of the Appendices cæcæ, and Separation of 
the Placenta, which ſuſtain'd them before, and 
hinder'd this Rupture. This commonly hap- 
pens from Strokes and Contuſions of the 
Womb, Shortneſs of the umbilical Cord, 
whereby the Motion of the Infant ſeparates 
the Placenta from the Uterus. The Placents 
afterwards floats in the Matrix, and eſcapes 


with the Waters, The ſame Accident will 


happen, if the umbilical Cord be twiſted about 
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the Infant's Body or Neck. The Conſequen- 
ces of this Accident are the Infant's Death, from 
a want of the Communication of the Mother's 
Blood with its Veſſels and the Placenta; immi- 
nent Danger of the Mother, . thro'..her-: pro- 
digious Loſs of Blood; wherefore we ſhould: 
ſpeedily ſuccour both. That this may be done, 
if the Placenta ſtill adheres to its Membranes, . 
which are alſo intire, they ſhould be broke, to 
come at the Infant's Body; which, after the 
Placenta and Membranes are reduced into the 
Uterus, ſhould be extracted by the Feet; for 
that is more eaſily perform'd in the faid Mem- 
branes, , than in the Nrerus, becauſe the Infant 
s more readily turn'd. in them, and put into 
proper Situation, thro'- their Lubricity and 
mucous Lining; whilſt, on the contrary, the 
rough and unequal Surface of the Nerus, would 
mpede this Operation. - But, if the Placenta, 
is diſengaged from its Membranes, and that 
theſe are broke, the whole appearing. before 
the Infant, they, or the. Placenta alone, may 
be firſt deliver d, and the Infant immediately 
afterwards extracted. Ds 81 
3. An immoderate Hæmorrhage from Strokes, 
Falls, and the other Cauſes mention'd in Abor- 
tion, conſtitute another kind of laborious Birth. 
This Accident is very fatal to the Patient, thro” 
the Loſs of ber Blood. Nor will revulſive 
bleeding, Aſtringents, or the like, impede it; 
becauſe the ruptured Veſſels are conſtantly kept 
open by the Diſtenſion of the Matrix from 
the included Infant; wherefore, to emedy this 
een e 
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Effuſion of Blood, the Infant ſhould be im- 
mediately deliver'd by Art, tho' the Mother 
be not as yet in true Labour. If the Uterus 
be ſufficiently open'd, and the Vagina relaxed, 
as they commonly are from the Blood which 
then bathes them, let the Infapt be extracted by 
the Feet. If they be not, let them be mol- 
lifed with Oil or freſh Lard, and the Infant 
afterwards deliver'd as before, and the Hz- 
morrhage will ceaſe more effectually than 
it would have done by all other Remedies. 
You are to obſerve that this Hemorrhage hap- 
- pens thro' the Separation of the Placenta from 
the Uterus, either in whole or part. 

4. The Convulſions which ſometimes riſe 
to the Degree of an Epilepſy, and which fre- 
quently ſeize Women in Labour, give Room 
to this Species of difficult Birth. Theſe Con- 
vulſions are ſympathetic, ſeeing they happen 
in Conſequence of the Affections or Impreſſi- 
ons made on the Uzerus, and not from any 
local Vice in the Brain. They are to be very 
much apprehended, : 1. Inaſmuch as they ab- 
ſolutely hinder Delivery. 2. Becauſe they fre- 
quently kill both the Mother and Infant; for theſe 
Convulſions throw the Matrix into ſuch a vio- 
lent Contraction, that it is equally on all Sides 
purſed up, and will not conſequently yield in 
its Oritice to the Excluſion of the Child. More- 
over, its tonic; and uninterruptive Contraction, 
as alſo. that of the abdominal Muſcles, &c. is 
incapable of propelling the Infant, whoſe Ad- 
vancement requires a ſucceſſive and protruſive 
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Motion of theſe Parts; wherefore, from the Re- 


tention of the Infant, we may conclude the ma- 
nifeſt Danger both of its and the Mother's Life. 


' Theſe Symptoms are obſervable in ſuch 


Women as have a hard and compact Urerys ; 
which will not yield to its Dilatation, eſpecial- 
ly in difficult and flow Births, | 

The Phyſician, in this Caſe, is to order 
ſome Bleedings in the Foot, in order to eafe 
the Head, as ſome Authors recommend. But 
23 theſe Convulſions fpring rather from the 
Affections of the Uterus, than from thoſe of 
the Head, I am of Opinion that two or three 


revulfive Bleedings in the Arm would do 


much better, as Experience proves. Next to 
bleeding, let him order acrid Clyſters of Hier. 
Picr. Vin. Emet. or the like, in order to ex- 
cite the periſtaltic Motion of the Inteſtines, 
which by Contiguity is communicated to the 
Uterus. As Emetics are very uſeful in all 
cnvulfive Diſorders, ſo are they in the pre- 
ſent Caſe ; but they ſhould not be indifferent- 
ly given to all Women thus affected; for the 
precedent Remedies ſhould” be firſt employ' d 
to relax the Matrix, and remove its tonic 
Motion: If the Urerus be thus diſpoſed, 
vith all the other Conditions requiſite for De- 
very, then the Emetic may be given to pro- 


mote it. On the contrary, if the Uterus be 


ill convalſed and hard, it would not be only 
n vain to order this Remedy, but alſo dange- 
tous, dy exciting theſe uſeleſs Efforts, which 
my have bad Conſequences; ſo the Phyſician 
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ſhould have recourſe once more to acrid Clyſters 
to re-eſtabliſh the Functions of the Parts, If 
all the precedent Remedies are ſtill vainly 
employed, a Narcotic may be exhibited as 
Tint. Anodyn. to xxv Drops in a cordial Po- 
tion to be taken at certain Intervals in the 
Space of four Hours, and this may check the 
Convulſions All theſe Methods frequently 
miſcarry in this Caſe; wherefore the Mid- 
wife is obliged at length to extract the In- 
fant by force. The above Diſtinction in the 
Uſe of the Emetic I thought neceſſary to in- 
ſert here, in order to reconcile the different 
Sentiments of Practitioners upon that Subject. 
5. This laſt Species of difficult Births is 
owing to the Hardneſs or Compactneſs of the 
Orifice of the Matrix; to the Largeneſs of the 
Infant's Head or the reſt of its Body; the 
Mother's Weakneſs, c. So, if her Pulſe be 
high and full, bleed her once or twice, and order 
Narcotics in a cordial Potion, But what is 
preferable in all theſe Caſes, if the Birth does 
not become natural and eaſy, is to employ 
force, and extract the Infant by the Feet. 

A very difficult Queſtion offers itſelf here, 
which we cannot paſs by, without ſaying ſome- 


thing of the Matter, It is demanded which 


in difficult Births ſhould be preſerved the Mo- 

ther or the Infant, The Infant's Life, I own 

ſhould be preſerved if poſſible in all theſe Ca- 
ſes without any Detriment to the Mother, But 

when there are probable Reaſons, that the 

one or the other muſt periſh in the ga 
3 mo 
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moſt Part of learned Divines and Phyſicians, 
Reaſon it ſelf and daily practice, affirm that the 
Mother's ſhould be ſaved at the Expence of the 
Child's; wherefore when Authority, Reaſon and 
Example concur in the Determination of anyAf. 
fair whatſoever, we ſhouldalways ſubmit thereto. 
Yet ſome Divines and Phyſicians of no ſmall 
Note maintain that the Infant's Life ſhould be 
rather - preſerved, that he ſhould not die in 
wane! Sin, which is waſhed away by Bap- 
tiſm. ' But, as the Weight of their Arguments 
is chiefly built on a religious Circumſtance, the 
Difficulty may be removed in moſt Caſes by 
adminiſtring this Sacrament to the Infant in the 
Mother's Womb, whether any Part of its 
Body preſents itſelf to our View, or whether it 
does not, ſo that the baptiſmal Water may be 
conveyed immediately on this Part by the 
Help of a Syringe, breaking its Membranes, 
if they intervene; which Practice ſhould be 
put in Execution in all difficult Births, before 
the Extraction of the Infant is attempted. 
For it is authoriz'd by able Divines and daily 
Example: Wherefore, rejecting the ſecond, we 
2 acquieſce in the Deciſion of the firſt 

arty. | | 
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CAT. XXXI. 


Of the Lochia, aud other Symptoms 
conſequent upon Delrwery. 
IN the preſent Explication J intend, 1. To 
I ſpeak of the Loclia. 2. Of the Colic 
ains, to which the former frequently give 
Room, and which hold for four or five Days 
after the Birth, 4. Of the Cauſes of immode- 
rate Lochia or Floodings. 
I. The Floodings called Lochia, and Purga- 
menta Puerperii, are in the Beginning in- 
tenſely red; they retain this ſanguine Colour 
for two Days, tho' it begins to fade inſenſibly, 
acquiringa white and milky one, 'till it becomes 
intirely white about the ninth or tenth Day, 
and at length it becomes purely Lymphatic. The 
Flux is red in the Beginning, by the Effuſion 
of Blood from the Venæ care or Appendices, 
which were inſerted in the Placenta, and which 
conveyed the Mother's Blood into that Organ 
whilſt the Union ſubſiſted, without the Extra- 
vaſation of one drop of it into the Cavity of 
the Uterus; but when the Placenta is ſeparated 
therefrom, theBlood is diſcharged by theſe Veſſels 
into the Matrix, as is alſo the uterine Milk. 
The Cauſes which put a Stop to this 
Flux are the natural Elaſticity, Tonus and 
Conſtriction of the faid Veſſels. But as the 
Tonus of the Appendices care is much 5 
45 than 
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than that of the Colatoria Lactea, the ſan- 
guine Colour of the Lochia diſappears ſoon r, 


giving Occaſion by Degrees to a milky one, 


which conſequently holds longer thro' the 
Weakneſs of the Colatoria Lactea, and thro' the 
Quantity and Stagnation of their Contents, 
which had no Iflue before this Time, as the 
Blood of the Venæ cace had in the Placenta. 
Moreover the vaſa Lactea have more Circum- 
volutions to retain the Milk the longer, whilſt 
the Blood of the ſaid Veins ſpouts out freely, 
till their Contents are evacuated, which com- 
mohly happens in two or three Days, but 
the milky Flux ſubſiſts to the ninth or tenth 
Day, till in the End by the flow Contraction 
of the Colatoria Lactea it becomes purely 
Lymphatic and ceaſes intirely. 

II. Women who are not accuſtomed to bear 
Children think that all their Pains are over, 
when once they are delivered: But they com- 
monly undergo others after delivery, ſuch are 
chiefly colicky Pains of the whole Uterus, 
or of its Sides, or which extend themſelves 
tothe Groins. The Cauſes of theſe Pains are, 

1. Grumous Blood remaining in the Nerus, 
which excites its Contractions and renews, as 
it were, the Labour, juſt as if it had been an 
Infant; nor will they ceaſe till this Blood is 
diſcharged; and tho' there be no ſuch ſan- 
gume Grumes in the Matrix, yet after De- 
_ there temains always a Kind of dul! or 
profound Pain, more or leſs according to the 
Piſſitude of the Blood. 

3 Dd 4 2. Some 
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2. Some Reliques of the Placenta frequent- 
ly remain in the Ccerus, which, ſolicit its Con- 
trations, and require that the Oriſice of the 
AMaerix ſhould be opened anew, 

3. The unequal: Infarction of the Uterus, 


which commonly happens in its left Side, 


being weaker than the right. For the ob- 
ſtructed Veſſels are ſo diſtended and compreſſed 
that they create Pain. 

4. The Diminution or Suppreſſion of the 
Lochia, whereby the weaker Side is alſo ob- 
ſtructed ; whence the ſupervening Contracti- 
ons of the Uterus-ſo preſs the diſtended Veſ- 
ſels, that Pain neceſſarily enſues, This Caſe 
is very frequent. 

5. The Pains of the Loins, Groins, &c, 
happen according as the Ligamenta lata, ro- 
tunda or other Parts annexed to the Matrix, 
are obſtructed and diſtended by the ſtagnant 


Blood, 
* 
SYMPTOMS, 


The Symptoms of theſe Pains are commonly 
few. and moderate, 1. The Pains are the moſt 


conſiderable Symptoms. 2, Theſe make her 


reſtleſs, and ſleep but little. 3. The Lochia 
are hereby ab, or conſiderably augmented. 
If the colic Pains be violent, the Contractions, 


of the Matrix are ſo great as to promote the 


Flux. But if they be mild, its Contractions 
and conſequently the Flux, are diminiſhed. 
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The Diſorder is manifeſt from the Pains in 
the Region of the Urerus. But the Cauſes 
are more difficultly diſcovered: Yet when you 
lee, 

1. Grumous Blood appear, this is the 
Cauſe 

2. If ſome Fragments of the Placenta are diſ- 
charg'd, or if you find what has been deli- 
yered of it not to be entire, you may ſuſpect 
that ſome of it has been retained in the 
Womb. 

3. If the Lochia do not flow, you have 
Room to ſuſpect this to be the Cauſe of the 
Pains. 

4. If none of the aig Cauſes can be 
diſcovered, you may attribute the Cauſe to 
the Infarction of the uterine Blood-veſſels or 
thoſe of the Ligamenta lata and rotunda. In 
which Caſe the Pains are fituated about the 
Kidnies or Groins. | 

But you are not to forget to diſtinguiſh 
the Colicky Pains of the Matrix from thoſe of 
the Inteſtines. The Pain is fluctuating in the 
latter; but it is fixt in the former about the Re- 
gion of the Uterus, without any ſenſible Ele- 


vation of the Abdomen. But, as the diminiſhed 


Size or Contraction of the Matrix has given 
Room to the Rarefaction and Dilatation of the 
inteſtinal Air, the whole Abdomen i is conſidera- 
bly tumified. 
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PROGNOST TSS. 

The Colicky Pains of the Marrix are rarely 

mortal, if they be not ſo violent as to pro- 
duce an Inflammation of that Organ. 


CU RRE. 


Immediately after Delivery, the Patient is 
to take Ol. Amygd. dulc, fin Ign. extract. et 
Fr. Capill. Vener. ana 55 But this Remedy, 
as we remarked before, has little Effect in the 
Infarction and other Impediments of the 
Womb. Some recommend a Glaſs of good 
Wine: But this is too ſtrong, and as ineffe- 
Qual as the former. Where fore, if the Colic 
be inteſtinal, order a carminative Clyſter of 
the Decoction of Matricar. Artemis, Flor. 
Mellilot and Cammomel, in gud cog. Bacc, 
Laur. vel Funip. add. Ol. Rut. f. Clyſt. You 
may afterwards. preſcribe an emollient Clyſter 
of Alth. Malu. Sem. Lin. cui add. Ol. Amygd. 
dulce. Vitell. Ovor. Embrocations are likewiſe 
uſefal : They are made with OJ. Sem. Lin. to 
which you add a little-of O. Rut. to render it 
the more efficacious: This may be done twice 
a Day, the Oils being warmed, and the Pati- 
_ ent's Abdomen being afterwards ſurrounded 
with warm Linen. 8 
If the Diſorder proceeds from the retarded 
Flux of the Lochia, order a Ptifan of Artemi/. 
Chamemel.to which you addO/, Cinnamon, or a 
little Saffron. If theſe be inſufficient, and that 


the Violence of the Pain contributes to go: 
708 the 
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the Flux, order ſome Narcotic, as a little 
Opium, or Thertac. 3j. If the Lochia be entirely 
ſuppreſſed, let them be treated, as we ſhall ſet 
down in the next Diſcourſe. If the Pain is ſitu- 
ated in the Loins or Inguina, order Emplaſtr. 
de Galban. with a little of Af. Fætid. to be 
applied to thoſe Parts, for all fetid Remedies 
are not only convenient here, but acceptable 
to the Patients. But what you are to count 
chiefly on are the Clyſters, Theriaca, and Em- 
brocations. 

As to the offending Bodies which remain 
in the Uterus, they are to be extracted by the 
Mid wife, and the reſt to be treated as deore. 

III. The immoderate. Lochia or rather Hæmor- 
chage, which happens after Delivery is a fre- 
uent Accident in this Caſe. But in General 
ome Women loſe a vaſt Quantity of their 
Blood, as five or fix Pounds in three or four 
Hours, whilſt others loſe not half a Pound 
during the ſame Time, tho' both find them- 
ſelves equally well; which depends on the va- 
rious Quantity of their Blood, and Diſpoſitions 
of their Veſſels, whether ſmall and hard, or 
large, ſoft, and varicoſe. Women after their 
firſt Birth and Delivery commonly loſe but little 
Blood; whilſt ſuch as have been frequently 
delivered, thro the lax State and Want of T onus 
in their Urerus, bleed very eopiouſſy. 

To know when this Flux is immoderate, 
we are to attend to the Symptoms, which if 
they be violent, as Syncope, Convulſions, &c. 
the Flux is to be eſteeme immoderate: From 

what 
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what we have ſaid appears the- firſt Cauſe of 
this Hemorrhage, v:z. the varicoſe Dilata- 
tion, and want of Tonus in the uterine Veins. 
2. The Rupture of ſome of the Appendi- 

ces Venoſæ which are implanted in the Pla- 
centa. For when they are not ruptured, their 
natural Conſtriction puts a ſtop to the Blood 
by Degrees. Hence it appears that all difficult 
Births, or ſuch as are attended with a for- 
cible Separation of the Placenta, give Occaſion 
to this Hæmorrhage. FOR 

3. The exceflive Plenitude of the uterine 
Veins, and preternatural Rarefaction of the 
Blood from Fevers, ſpirituous Liquors, fre- 
quent watchings, Sc. give Riſe to the ſame. 
Symptoms, 6. 34. | 
4. Some Remnant of the Placenta, gru- 
mous Blood, or other extraneous Bodies in the 
Uterus, excite its Contractions in order to ex- 
pel theſe Things; but they hinder it of contract- 
ing, and of being reduced to its natural Size; 
whence the Orifices of the ruptured Veſſels are 
conſtantly kept open till theſe Subſtances are 
extracted, | P 


SYMPTOMS. 


The Symptoms of this Hemorrhage are the 
fame with thoſe of all other Fluxes of the 
Kind, viz, Debility, a flow, weak, or inter- 
mitting Pulſe, the Facies Hippocratica, Syncope, 
Paleneſs ſometimes approaching to a White⸗ 
nefs, Vertigo, Dimnels of the Sight, Tingling 
in the Ears, G c. hes 8 
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The Diſorder is manifeſt; the Cauſes are 
more abſtruſe. But when we ſee, 

1. That the Blood ſpouts out per ſubſultus, 
and that we diſcover ſome Efforts to Con- 
traction, in order to expel the extraneous Bo- 


dies in the Urerus; we have Reaſon to ſuſpect 


they are the Cauſe of the Hemorrhage, 

2. If the Placenta was extracted by Force 
or that it was a violent Birth, the Napruf 
of the Veſſels is the Cauſe. 

3. If by feeling the Patient's Pulſe we dif- 
cover ſhe has a Fever, and that the Blood 
runs in an uniform, uninterrupted, but mo- 
derate Stream, the Rarefaction of the Blood 
and Plenitude of the Velicls may be juſtly ac- 
culed, 

4. If none of the precedent Cauſes can be 
eee, it is very probable that the Hæ- 
morrhage is owing to the Rupture of ſome 
naricoſe dilated Veſſels. | 


# 


PROGNOSTICS. 


Many women die of this Hæmorrhage; 
wherefore if it be violent the Patient ſhould 
be advertiſed of the Danger, Wat ſhe may 


not weer xf N herſelf. 


1. 
CURE» 
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It would perhaps ſurpriſe fome Perſons 
that we recommend bleeding in a Caſe where. 
in the Patient may periſh perhaps by a Hæ- 
morrhage: But Reaſon and Experience con- 
firm the Efficacy and Utility, of this Practice. 
That it may anſwer. the Phyſician's Intent in 
the preſent Circumſtance, it ſhould be per- 
formed once or twice in the Arm, to render it 
revulſive, diminiſh the Quantity of Blood in the 
uterine Veſſels, and by that Means to give Room 
to the Cicatrization of the Wound in the rup- 
tured Veins, The Patient's · Conſtitution, &c. 
will indicate the Number of bleedings. 

After bleeding we are to examine what the 
offending Bodies in the Womb are, or whe- 
ther there be any, as a Remnant of the Pla- 
centa, grumous Blood, Sc. If any ſuch are 
diſcavered, let the Mid wife extract them, which 
can be now eaſily performed, the Orificium 
Uteri being ſo relaxed by the Hzmorrhage. 

Having thus diſpoſed the Patient, let her be 
put in a proper Situation. The beſt is an 
horizontal one. For if her Head be elevated, 
the Blood - will be derived the more to 
the Uterus; if her Thighs and Nates are 
raiſed, the Blood will ſtagnate the more, 
and become grumous in the ſame Organ. The 
Patient being conveniently ſituated, an aſtrin- 
gent Ptiſan ſhould be preſcribed of chalybe- 


ated Water, wherein you extinguiſh a * hot 
ron. 


Iron. In this may be boiled Maſtic. or Rad. 
Conſolid. Maj. nay you may add 4 Ap Rabel. 
ad grat. Acidit. For this is very uſeful in all 
Hzmorrhages, If the Violence of the Flux 
ſill holds, you may preſcribe aſtringent Po- 
tions of the diſtilled Waters of P/antag. Burſ. 
Paſtor. Millefol. Rojar. Rubr. to which, is ad- 
ded Pulv. Balauſt. Sang. Dracon. Syr. Balauft. 
vel Coral, to which may be joined Narcotics 
occaſionally. A ſmall Quantity of this Potion 
is given every three Hours; or the following 
in Boles or Potions. Bal. Armen. Karab. Lap, 
Hemat. Gorall. Rubr, every two Hours, The, 
Doſe of all together i ina.Bole at each Time is to 
3j. or you may order Alum. Rup. Pulv. Sang. 
Dracon. Sacchar. Rub. ana gr. x. cum . g. Syr. 
Corall, ut f. Maſs. Pill. or they may be taken 
in Boles or Electuaries. 

If theſe Remedies fail, you may have Re- 
courſe. to Injections made into the V agina, 
cold or hot, pro re nata. Vid. Flux. uor. 
Immoder. You ſhould inſiſt very much, but 
prudently on your Narcotics, which are 
commonly ordered in cordial Potions. As to 
the Patient's Regimen, let it be very exact, 
nay ſhe ſhould take only Broths very ſparing- 
ly — by Spoonfuls, dipping a little Bread, if 
neceſſary, therein. Sleep and Relt ought to be 
encouraged, and 1 Abdomen ſhould not be 
ſwathed too tight; becauſe this ee en- 
IA the Di order 
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NS XXXII. 


4 of the Suppreſſion of the Lochia 1 


E vt ſ] poken of the Diſorders of Wo- 
men which are common to all the 
Sex, * is alſo neceſſary to ſpeak of ſome which 
are peculiar to certain Women after De- 
livery.” © Theſe principally ſpring from the 
Lochia and Milt. The Diſorders of the form- 
er are, the immoderate, ſuppreſſed or diminiſh- 
ed Lochia ; thoſe of the latter we ſhall explain 
in the next Diſcourſe. In the preceding Chapter 
was explained the immoderate Flux of the Lo- 
cbia; in the preſent will be explain'd their Sup- 
eſſion and Diminution. Nor will I treat of the 
Abſceſs, Scirrbi or Cancer of the Breaſts; be- 
cauſe they are general Diſorders which may 
happen to any other glandular Part: Moreover 
they belong to the Treatiſe of Tumors. 


To acquire an exact Kbobledg: of the 
Suppreſſion of the Lochia, we ſhould re- 
collect that the Appendices 7 engſæ and Cola- 
toria Lactea, after the Separation of the 


Placenta to- which they adhered, are left 


expoſed without Support; whence they Dif- 
charge their Contents till they are 2 rovie 
wWhic 
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which Flux will hold more or leſs Time 
according to the Patient's Temperament; 
whether replete or impoveriſhed; according to 
the Manner of Delivery, whether eaſy or na- 
tural, or performed by Force: For in the laſt 
Caſe the Flux is conſiderable, as it is alſo in 
replete Perſons, But as ſome Women have 
plentiful Lochia, and others very little, tho 
both are otherwiſe very well, our Rule in 
diſcovering the Immoderation whether ſeem- 
ingly large or ſmall, ſhould be the Nature of 
the ſubſequent Symptoms, which if violent, tho 
the Flux be ſmall, yet it ſhould be deemed 
morbid. Now, we are to examine what obſtructs 
theſe Lacbhia, or, which comes to the ſame; 
what ſtops the Effuſion of the Uterine Milk 
and Blood? Some of the following Cauſes of 
this Affection are really morbid, others are not: 
Which Diſtinction we ſhall take Notice of in 
the Explication of every Cauſe in particular, 
The Locbia are too early ſuppreſſed or di- 
miniſhed for one or another of the five fol- 
owing Reaſons. | BEE: 
1. Becauſe the Quantity of Blood and Milk 
in the Patient's Body is too ſmall and impo- 
veriſhed : This Caſe is not morbid,  _. 
2. When the flowing Blood is re 
inſpiſſated in the Urerus, either thro' the Mid- 
wite's Negligence, who did not timely or ſuts. 
ictently cover the Patient's Vulva, or becauſe 
the Patient imprudently expoſed herſelf to the 
cold by walking or other Accidents. in her 
Appartment, or by drinking of cool Liquors, &c. 
: E e 3 This 
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3. This Suppreſſion may happen thro' a 
convulſive Conſtriction of the uterine Veſſels 
from violent Paſſions of the Mind, as intenſe 
Anger, Grief, &c. for Paſſions have great In- 
fluence on nervous ſenſible Parts, of which 
we may count the Matrix to be one of the moſt 
conbderable.: {- nf ih, 217 
4. This Diſorder ſprings from the Deri- 
vation of the Lochia by other Emunctories, 
particularly a Fluxus Alvi, occaſioned by too 
much eating, a little before or immediately 
after Birth. for we find by Experience, if the 
Secretion of the Urine be augmented, Tranſpira- 
tion is diminiſhed, & Vice Verſa. This holds 
true of a Diarrbæa and Evacuation of the 
F. To theſe may be added another Cauſe 
which is very frequent in this Caſe, viz. the 
Compreſſion and as it were Strangulation of 
the uterine Veſſels, which is cauſed by the 
Inflammation of the Uterus. For we find by 
Experience, that whilſt the Inflammation of 
the Lungs or Veſica, v. g. ſubſiſts, neither Spit- 
tles nor Urine appear, or at leaſt in a very ſmall 
Quantity. The Cauſes of the Inflammation of 
the Uzerus, I have explained in their proper 
Place: The moſt frequent in the preſent Caſe 
are the Diſtraction or Dilaceration of the He- 
rus by the Midwife's Hands, or the violent Se- 
paration of the Placenta by any other Cauſes. 
Hence it appears that the four laſt Cauſes ac 
all morbid, but the firſt is not. 


Oy Me 
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S 5 Swelling of the Abdomen; which is ob- 
ſervable in all the preceding Cauſes; except only 
in the Diarrhea, This ſprings from the Re- 


: 


tention of the Lochia, whole Stagnation neceſ-. 


farily cauſes a Tumor. 

2. The Abdomen is painful, and the Pain 
frequently extends itſelf to the Kidnies, Hipps, 
Groins, &c. 

3. A Fever with its Symptoms from the 
phlogiſtic or inflammatory State of the Abdo- 


cold Fits, which are common in all flight 
Suppurations or convulſive and painful Con- 
ſtrictions of any Organ; both which may dy. 


Nolent 1 in this Caſe. 


Diacvos ies. 


The Suppreſſion of the Lochia or their Di- 
minution is eafily learned by attending to the 
precedent Symptoms, For we can't deem this 


Suppreſſion natural, when ſuch Symptoms 


appear. 


The Cauſes of this Suppreſſion are more. 
difficultly diſcovered. We ſhould above all 


examine, whether the Trerus be inflamed, or 
whether its Inflammation has given' riſe To 


the Suppreſſion: The Inflammation of the 


Uterus we learn by the Pain, Heat, Diſten- 
tion, dea and Hardneſs of the Region 
? Ee 2 of 
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nen. This Fever is attended with irregular. 
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of the Matrix; which is tumified, but not pain. 
ful in all the other Caſes, except in the inteſti- 
nal Flux, wherein the Adomen is ſoft, relaxed, 
and collapſed, which commonly happens a- 
bout the third Day after Delivery. | | 


PrROGNOSTICS. 


The Danger of this Diſorder does not de- 
pend on, nor ſhould it be derived from the ſmall 
Quantity or ſeeming Suppreſſion of the Lo- 
chia; but rather from the Symptoms which 
attend or follow the Suppreſſion, eſpecially 
theſe that accompany the Inflammation of 
the Uzerus, as violent Convulſions and other 
Affections of the Head, violent Fever, and in 
a Word, numerous and violent Symptoms. All 
which denote the extreme Danger of the Diſ- 
order, whilſt few and mild Symptoms, or ſuch 
as frequently intermit, yield great Hopes of re- 
moving the concomitant Suppreſſion. 
This Diſorder, eſpecially in the former Caſe, 
is to be very much apprehended likewiſe ; be- 
cauſe we can't indifferently or according to our 
wiſhes employ the principal Remedies which 
remove it, as bleeding, purging, &c, 


Co RR. 


Let bleeding be performed as much as the 
Patient's Temperament, &c, can bear it. If you 
expect to bring down the Lochia, by the ſmall 
Flux that ſtill remains, or appears now N 

7 2 | en, 


OF WOMEN. 421 
then, the Diſorder may be intirely removed 
by Bleeding in the Foot. But if the Luchig 
be intirely Þ oorefied and no Probability of re- 
ſtoring them, let the bleeding be inſtituted in 
the Arm; for, if in the Foot, it may give 
Room to the Inflammation of the Urerus. 

Vet there are many Phyſicians, for the Reaſon 
above mentioned, bleed always in the Foot. 

After bleeding, order plentiful drinking of 
an emollient diluent Ptiſan, as of Alth, Gramen. 
Canin, pullet Broths, in which you tiny boil 
ſome of the four cold Seeds. 

In the mean while preſcribe frequent Clyſters 
of emollient Plants, as Sem, Lin. Alth, and 
ſuch like Anodynes. Or if the Patient has eat 
too plentifully about the Time of Delivery, 
render, the Clyſters gently purgative with 
Caſſia; and avoid the Uſe ofaſtringent Medicines. 

Along with the Clyſters may be employed 
emollient Fomentations of Alth. Malu. Sem. 
Lin. &c. In the Decoction of theſe Plants you 
may dip a Piece of Flannel with which you 
cover the Region of the Uterus, and, if the 
Patient can bear it, you may order the boiled 
Plants in Form of a Cataplaſm to be appli- 
ed to the ſame Region. If the inflammatory 
State of the Matrix is caſed or diminiſhed 
by theſe Remedies, you may then ce 
your gentle Aperitives, as Saffron N 
Tea-wiſe. You may alſo order the Patie 
bath her Feet frequently in warm Water and 
let them lie therein for a while. For this Me- 
and thro? the Rarefaction of thoſe: Parts, ſo 

'Ee 3 plentifully 
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plentifully derives” the Blood thereunto, that 
the Patient's Head is conſiderably relieved and 
the Lochia frequently reſtored, 
_ Finally, when the Diſeaſe ſeems to be quite 
remoy'd or appeaſed, you may purge the Pa- 
tient gently with a Dilut. Caſs. in Ser, La#. 
taking care that the Caſſa be boiled with 
Bitters, to remove its yapouriſh Quality, as 
the Women ſay, and to correct its infipid 
Taſte. But if any Circumſtance of Pain, Sen- 
fibility, &c. in the Region of the Urerns 
ſhould diſſuade you from this Practice, return 
once more to your diluent, cooling Ptiſans or 
Apozems, made of Borrag. Cichor. Scolopendr. 
adding ſome appropriated Syrup, as Syr. Alth. 
Sc. and then come to your purgative Re- 


1 4 +3 


Evil, by the F orce, tho gentle, of ſuch In- 
jections. | +a 


you may con fidently order Eleftuar. Catholic. 
4 Ijſſ. and after the Patient is purged, let * 
5 l take 
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take ſome aſtringent Electuary, or the follow: 
ing Ptiſan of Corn. Cerv. or conſolid. Maj. then 
come to your gentle PT: a 


% 


CHAP. XXXIII. 

Of the Formation of the Milk. N 

G aer imagine that Milk is ſecerned from 
E 


o 
7—— 


— 


the very Blood. But moſt of the Mo- 
rns with more Reaſon derive it from the 
Chyle. Nor has it any immediate Veſſels 
whereby it is conveyed from the Organs of 
the Chyle to the Breaſts; but is depoſited in 
thoſe Organs by the ſanguine Arteries. The 
Chyle thus elaborated is depoſited in the Ye 
cule of the Breaſts, juſt as the uterine Milk 
is depoſited in ſuch Bodies, whence ſpring ſe- 
veral ſmall excretory Veſlels, which by their 
Union form larger Trunks, and at length Diſ- 
charge their Milk into the Uterus, The Vet: 
ſels are diſpoſed the ſame Way in the Breaſts, 
where the Ducts riſing from the Yefcule 
are called Vaſa Galactifeba. All which meet 
in ſeven or eight large Trunks, which termi- 
nate in ſo many Oriſces in the Nipple of the 
Breaſt. , From each of the ſaid Veſiculæ ariſes 
a lymphatic Veſſel which aſcends! to the 
ie Glands, whereall theſe mammary Lym- 
beer Hence in all painful Diſten- 
ons of the Breaſts from the Mus, c. the Pa- 
Ee + tient 
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tient feels a Pain in the Axillæ: Hence 
Obſtructions of yo axillary Glands in moſt 
W 0 

In Girls about ten or twelve' Years old the 
mammary Lymphaticks are very ſmall, ſo they 
receive no Humour but a thin Lymph which 
is returned into the Blood by the Way of the 
axillary Glands as above, not being ſpiſſid 
onen to remain in the Breaſts. 

But young Women about the Age of fifteen 
or ſixteen, grow not ſo ſpeedily as before, 
whence they form ſuperfluous Chyle, which 
by Degrees procures it ſelf a little Paſſage into 
their Breaſts ;/ wherefore the ſmall Quantity 
of it mixed with the Lymph of the Breaſts 
renders it more ſpiſſid and leſs permeable than 
before. For which Reaſon Part of it is retained in 
their Breaſts, which yield a Humour approach- 

ing to the Nature of Milk, which by its Spiſ- 
ſitude was incapable of rouling in the ſmall 
Pads of the axillary Glands. Hence the 
Breaſts then grow conſiderably, and they are 
deemed Mature Viro. 

Next to theſe are pregnant Women, who, 
from the Compreſſion of the Uterus and the 
Retention of their ſuperfluous Blood, have ſtill 
larger Breaſts and more Milk, as well in thoſe 
Organs as in the Matrix: T he one providently 
inſtituted by Nature to nouriſh the Infant 
whilſt in the Womb; the other i in its turn to 
feed it when delivered. And this is fre- 
quently obſerved of the Bteaſts even mel. 


Kee! t 
Keely after Conception. af 
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- Laſtly, Women newly delivered have for 
two Or three Pays flat, depreſſed, and emp 
Breaſts, thro' the Derivation of the Mi 
along with the Floodings. : But when theſe 
are once ſtopped, the Breaſts ſoon grow turgid, 
and they contain much more genuine Milk 
than any of the former; ſo that from the Di- 
tenſion of their Breaſts, their Senſibility, and 
the continual Efforts of the Milk, now de- 
rived to thoſe Organs, the Febris Lactea 
Springs, of which immediately. | 
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1 F the Febris Lactea. | 


Tas Fever as well as the milky Ab- 


-» 

7 

- - 
* 
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ſceſſes of the Breaſts are diſorders like- 
wile reducible to thoſe which immediately fol- 
low Delivery. _ af * 85 
This Diſorder ſometimes appears the ſecond, 
the third, and ſometimes the fourth Day after 
the Birth. It is ſubject to ſeveral Varieties ; ſome 
never have it, or at leaſt have a very mode- 
rate one: Its Manner of Beginning and End- 
ing is alſo various. It is commonly preced- 
ed and attended with Tenſion, Swelling and 
Pain of the Breaſts, which Symptoms frequent- 
ly extend themſelves to the Arm-pits. Tt com- 
monly terminates in -abundant Sweats, which 
are the more copious, as the Fever, cold 
F its, or Rigors were greater. Theſe Rigors 
2 : happen 
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happen commonly about the third Day after 
an irregular” e Then the above 8 ym- 
ptotns appear, The Pain in the Arm- pi is 
ſometimes ſo LY that the Patient is ob- 
liged to hold up her Hand continually, i in 
which Caſe the Fever is commonly violent. 
Women after their firſt Birth are commonly 
more ſubject to this Fever than any other, 
thro the Compactneſs and as it were Imper- 
meability of the Veſſels both of the Ureru: 
and Breaſts, But when theſe. Parts are once 
ſufficiently dilated to.receive or Diſcharge their 

ive Humours, ſhe ſuffers little or no 
Fever, at moſt it. holds no longer than twenty 
four or thirty Hours, in others only fix, the 
Pain and Tumour of the Breaſts, Cc. vaniſh- 
ing along with it. Others on the contrary, 
eſpecially ſuch as we mentioned before, have an 
acute Fever with Redoublements for four 
Days. Nor is it only terminated by Sweats, 
but may be alſo by vomiting or reaching to 
vomit, Reſtauration of the Lochia, Diarrbæa, 
Sc. Let us now examine the true Origin and 
Progreſs: of this Diſorder, which we have hi- 
there e de. 
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cCauss 


We e before ebe ah, the Pefcule 
Lacken of the Uterus and Breaſts, and how, 
by the Conſtriction of the former Qrgap, i the 
Lochia are ſtopped ; whence the milky Hu 
mour is derived to the Breaſts, which Hor: a 


GL 
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ſtrict Affinity with the Lrerus. At the Reflux 
of this Fluid to the Mammæ, of ſoft; pen- 
dalous, and flaccid, as they were before, they 
become by Degrees tenſe, painful, and tur- 
gid, and. that in proportion to the Quantity of 
Milk retain'd in the Blood ; whence the 'va- 
rious Degrees of the Fever evidently appear, 
as alſo from the Quality of the Milk: For if 
it be {weet, balſamic, and in a moderate Quan- 
tity, it will make no great Impreſſion on the 
Solids, nor Change in the Blood; conſequent= 
lil or no Fever, or other Symptoms, will 
pervene. But if the Milk be abundant; 
well the Breaſts, ſtagnates in their Subſtance, 
and thereby becotnts acid and corrofive, or is 
naturally aceſcent, in Proportion as it is returned 
into the Blood, it kindles a Fever, preceded by 
Irregular” cold Fits; both being violent accor- 
ding to the Degree of Acidity and Quantity 
of the Milk: For theſe Rigours never happen, 
if the Milk be not more or leſs acid, which 
inſpiſſates the Blood, and produces Cold Fits. 
The Breaſts, during this State, are not much 
tumified, thro' the Spiffitude of the Humours, 
whereby they cannot enter the ſmall Veſſels of 
the Breaſts ; whence the Breaſts are pendulous 
and ſoft during that Time. But as ſoon as 
the Blood is divided and attenuated by the Fe- 
ver, the Breaſts begin to ſwell, and the Fever 
ends in profuſe Sweats. If to the great Quan- 
tity of Milk, with the precedent Quality is 
added a large Quantity of Crudities in the 
Prime Vie, and other” Emunctories, as we 
4 S obſerve 
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oblerye_ frequently in ſuch as eat too much 


roy 


« 


about. the Time of their Delivery, or were ac- 
| tom d to glut and pamper themſelves, the 
Fever will not be only much the more vio- 


lent, but even putrid, and alſo ſubject to Ex- 


4 SL : 
bations. 
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_ The Febris Lactea ends commonly by 
Sweats, or colliquative Diarrbæas; the laſt 
thro', the Corruption of the Crudities in the 
Prime Viæ, and the Irritation of the Inteſtines, 
If the Sweat is not copious enough, it is re- 
compenſed by large Quantities of Urine; as we 
ſee in ſeveral other Caſes, particularly in Agues. 
The Diſorder may alſo terminate in other 
Diſcharges. Which when diminiſh'd, and the 
Diſeaſe mitigated, the Breaſts begin to ſwell a- 
"Wi till they come to a certain Pitch. The 
ain and Swelling in the Arm-Pits, is owing to 
the Infarction of the axillary Glands; to which 
is convey'd, by the lymphatic Veſſels, Part of the 
ſtagnant Humours of the Breaſts. The ſame 
Thing may happen to the Glands of the Neck. 


DIAGNOSTIOS. 


The lacteal Fever and its Symptoms are 
manifeſt; for what is more evident than, 
when after the Retenſion of the Locbia, in 
three or four Days, or more, frequently in fifty 
Hours after Birth, the Breaſts are ſwell'd and 
| | painful, 


painful, with the other Symptoms before- 
mention'd ; that the enſuing Fever is produced 
by the refluent Milk? The Fever is ſo mild 
and imperceptible in ſome, that the Phyſician 
is not called, nor is. his Preſence neceſſary 
eſpecially for thoſe who have undergone” ſe= 
veral Births, had abundant Lochia, &c, But 
if the Lochia were but imperfectly diſcharged, 
that the Breaſts are conſiderably ſwelled, that 
the cold Fits are violent, and the Apparatus 
of the Prime Viæ very abundant, &c, the 
Fever will be proportionably violent. 
VN. B. That the Terminations of the Milk 
in the Breaſts may be threefold, 1. That 
wherein it is drawn off by ſucking; for the 
Bteaſts being thus emptied, become ſoft and 
collapſed, without producing a Fever. 2. The 
Milk is frequently evacuated of itſelf by the 
Nipple; nay, in ſpight of external Corpreſ. 
fion, thro the Largeneſs of the Orifices of the 
Vaſa galafiifera ; ſo that the Patient will wet 
ſeveral Cloaths in a Day by this Evacuation. 
This Termination is allo happy. 3. Several 
Women neglecting or wanting the former Suc- 
cours, and intending to preſerve the Beauty 
of their Necks and Breaſts, ſuppreſs their Milk, 
by compreſſing the Breaſts (as we explain'd 
before) by the Help of a Bandage, &c. This is 
a dangerons Method ; for hence frequently 
ſpring Obſtructions, Scirrhi and Cancers of 
theſe Organs, thro* the Induration of the ſtag- 
nant Milk, Sc. wherefore this Tertfiinatioh is 
more imperfect than any of the former, And 
* 10. this 
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this laſt Method is more dangerous in the firſt 
or ſecond Birth, than in the enſuing ones, in 
which the Paſſages for Reſolution are larger. 
And moreover, becauſe the milky Humour is 
abundantly diſcharged by the Womb in the 
TLocbia. r . YT 
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This Fever is rarely mortal; but if the Sym- 
2 numerous and violent, the Milk a- 
bundant and acid, the cold Fits intenſe, re- 
dundant Crudities in the Prime Viæ, attend- 
ed with Diarrbæa, and milky Depoſitions in 
various Parts of the Body, or with a ſcirrhous 
Hardneſs and Cancer of the Breaſts, or imper- 
fect Inflammation, as we commonly ſee from 
Milk, the Diſorder may become mortal. All 
theſe Accidents are very frequent in the Sup- 
preſſion of the Breaſt Milk. 


Curs. 


Tho' there may be much ſaid of this Sub- 
ject, we ſhall confine ourſelves to the fulfilling 
of the three following Intentions: 1. To dilute 
the Milk retain'd in the Blood. 2. To pre- 
vent the Inſpiſſation of the ſtagnant Milk in 
the Breaſts. 3. To evacuate both, if poſſible, 
by a Diapboreſis, Diarrbæa, or rather by re- 
newing the Lochia, 

To prevent the Inſpiſſation of the Breaſt- 
Milk, and hinder the farther Growth or _ 
e 
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ling of the Breaſts, let them be ſecured with 
a warm Compreſs. and Bandage tied about the 
Neck, to prevent, at leaſt, the Augmentation 
of the Tumor. If the Tumor be form 'd; and 
that the Milk begins to be inſpiſſated, order 
an Embrocation to be made on the Breaſts, 
with warm Linſeed Oil or that of Sweet Al- 
monds, or the Leaves of red Cabbage, which 
are anodyne and reſolvent; whereby the ſtag- 
nant Milk is render d more fluid, and 3 
With the Cabbage Leaves may be order d the 
Mel. Narbonenſ. I cannot but blame the. im- 
prudent Practice of ſome, who employ in this 
Caſe, ſeveral Acids; in order, as they imagine, 
to repel the Milk, whilſt, on the contrary, they 
inſpiſſate and retain it in the Breaſts, Such 
are 00 Roſat. Acet. Faces Vin. omphac. c. 

To dilute the Milk remaining in the Blood, 
let the Patient drink very plentifully of a 
Ptiſan made of Capill. Vener. Chammamel; or 
Chin, which alſo contribute to attenuate it; 
as doth likewiſe ſuggar'd Tea, or Infuſion of 
the Vulneraries of the Swiſſe, three or. four 
Cups of either, three Times a Day; for — 
not only dilute the Blood, but alſo pr 


a Diaphoreſis, &c. whereby the Milk. may — 


evacuated, _ 

Next to the former Remedies, Clyſters ſhould 
be employ'd very frequently. They are ad- 
vantageouſly compoſed of anti- hyſteric Deco- 
ctions, ſuch as Decoct. Meliſſ. Matricar. Ar- 
temis, Cbammæ mel. which you may render laxa- 


tive, if yoy ſuſpect Crudities in the Prime Vie, 
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by Ol. Amygd, dul. or Blectuar. lenitiv. fot 
by this Means you may contribute to the Eva- 
cuation of the” Milk, which we- propoſed in 
the third Indication“. 
I the Fever be very acute and hot, and that 

you have Room to apprehend the Inflamma- 
tion of the Breaſts, &7z. bleed your Patient 
more or leſs, pro re natd. As to the Part 
where it ſhould be performed, recolle& what 
we have tid before on that Head. In gene- 
ral, if the Locbin ſtill flow, and are ſanguine, 
bleed in the Foot to augment them, and to 
evacuate the Cauſe of the Evil, viz. the Milk, 
by that Way. But if the Lochia be purely 
milky, leſſen the Quantity of the Blood in the 
Uterus, by revulſive bleeding in the Arm. 
Let the Patient's Diet be very exact and 
ſparing, confine her to Broths, if poſſible; even 
of Which ſhe is not to drink plentifully, 
but in ſmall Quantities,” and at diſtant Inter- 
vals. She muſt by all Means be confined to her 
Bed; and lie therein with her Shoulders ſome- 
what raiſed; in order to favour the Evacuation. 
All that ſhe drinks ought to be warm. If no 
inflammatory Diſorder appear, a warm pet- 
ſpirative Regimen ſeems to be the moſt proper. 

*. Viper's Greaſe; thro' its volatile Salt, is anodyne and diſ- 


cutient ; but heating. It may be employed in Embrocations of 
the Breaſts, but its Smell is nauſeous. To correct it add Ol. Lin. 
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Of the various Depoſitions, Extravaſa- 
tons, and Abſceſſes of Breaſt-Milk. 


T*HE Locbia, and other Symptoms pro- 
duced by the Milk after Birth, are e- 
aually known by the antient Greeks and 
Latins; but its Extravaſation or Abſceſs to 
none but the Moderns; whence it has got no 
other Name than ſuch as we have mention'd. 
That a'Woman after her Delivery ſhould 
be reſtored to good Health, orhe former State, 
it is neceſſary that the ſuperfluous Humours 
of her Body, particularly the Milk, ſhould be 
diſcharged. This may be done by ſeveral 
Emunctories, as the Matrix in the Lochia, the 
Breaſts in ſuch as are ſucked by their Infants; 
or if it be ſupprefled both Ways, it ſhould be 
excerned by Urine, Sweat, Cc. But if theſe 
Evacuations be entirely ſuſpended or imper- 
ſectly exechted, the Milk is retained in the 
Blood and depoſed in various Parts of the Bo- 
dy; whence ſprings the preſent Diſorder. 


nee 


All the Cauſes of this Malady are reducible to 
tour Claſſes, of which the two firſt are not 


irequent, but the two - very ä 
F 
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1. The firſt is the Hardneſs or compact Stru- 
cture of the. Breaſts, whereby the Milk is ex- 
celuded therefrom, and 8 900 to remain in the 

Blood; whence it is depoſed in various Parts 

of the Body. This Vice of the Breaſts may 

be owing to Scirrhi, Cancers and other Tu- 
mors of thoſe Organs. "Me. 

2. Tho' there be no Tumor in the Breaſts, 
if their lymphatic Veſſels be too ſtrait and 
ſmall, the Milk once depoſed in theſe Veſſels, 
will ſettle therein, and give Room to a milky 
Abſceſs, for Want of ſufficient Space and large 
Veſſels to be abſorb'd. 

3. The Milk may remain in the Breaſts 
or Blood thro! its Spiſſitude and Acidity, or 
by the prepoſterous imprudent Methods of the 
Phyſician, Sc. whence the Evacuation of this 
Humour is ſlowly promoted, or ignorantly 
treated and ſuppreſſed, 

4. The early Suppreſſion of the Loclia by 
any Cauſe whatſoever, before the due Time, 
as before the Space of fifteen or twenty Days, 
Sc. whence the Milk remains in the Blood. 
Women who give ſuck to their Infants are 
rarely ſubject to this Accident, becauſe its 
Source is carried off by the Breaſts, On the 
contrary ſuch as ſuppreſs their Milk are very 
ſubject to it, if it be not recompenſed by its 
Evacuation thro ſome other Emunctories. 


SYMPTOMS, 
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©. The Conſequences of the retained Milk 
are as followeth, The Milk being mixed with 
the Blood, rouls along with that Fluid all over 
the Body, continually endeavouring to be ſe- 
cerned therefrom. But as the Milk has a 
very great Analogy with the Lymph, it is 
ſoon ſecerned and blended with this Humour: 
Hence all the Lymphatic Excretions of the 
human Body become Milky, eſpecially theſe 
to which the Milk tends moſt. Thus the 
Lymph is inſpiſſated; it conſequently ob- 
ſtructs its various Receptacles, and produces 
ſeveral glandular Tumors. For the Circu- 
lation of the Lymph is univerſal, of great Im- 
portance, and intended by Nature for diffe- 
rent Functions: Wherefore from the Vice of 
this Humour ſpring ſeveral Diſorders of the 
human Body, Lymphatic Obſtructions happen 
the eaſier thro the languid Circulation of the 
Lymph, to which contribute the ſeveral Re- 
ſervoirs which it meets in its Paſſage, where 
it repoſes, as it were: The Blood on the con- 
trary circulates vigorouſly, and gives the leſs 
Room to ſuch Accidents. 2 
The Symptoms here mentioned of the Lymph 
will appear the more evidently by confidering 
the Situation of the Glands of the Body, and 
dividing the Circulation of the Lymph into 
internal or proximate and external or re- 
mote, By the external Circulation I un- 


derſtand that of the Extremities, as the 
, hrs 4 it | Feet 
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Feet, Hands and external Parts of the Head. By 
the internal, is underſtood that of the internal 
Parts of the Head and in all the Trunk, as the 
Breaſt and Abdomen. Now I ſuppoſe the 
Glands of the Groin to be obſtructed thro! the 
Spiſſitude of the Lymph; whoſe Courſe is 
conſequently retarded in the Feet; theſe ſwell 
and become Oedematous. But this Kind of 
Oedema has not the Qualities of the ordinary 
ones, except its yielding to the Tact; for it is 
commonly attended with Heat, is firmer and 
more elaſtic than other Oedemata ; whence 
it ſpeedily reſtores itſelf after the Compreſſion 
is removed. The Firmneſs and Elaſticity of 
theſe Tumours are owing to the like Quali- 
ties of the ſtagnant, and ſpiſſid Lymph and 
Milk, which yield and relax the Solids leſs 
than the Serum of the other Oedemata. This 
Firmneſs and Elaſticity of the .Lymphatics, 
and the Compreſſion of the ſanguine Veins, 
whereby the Blood is retarded in the Oede- 
matous Parts, give Occaſion to the Heat of ſuch 
Tumors. This Theory is alfo applicable to 
the Oedematous Swelling of the Hands, Face, 
Sc. in Conſequence of the Obſtruction of the 
Glands of the Neck, and of the other ſuperi- 
our Parts, their Lymph being alſo ſpiſſid thro" 
the Cold, Ec. 

If the Obſtructions be very ſmall and inca- 
pable by their Compreſſion to put a ſtop to 
the Lymph in the Extremities, it will ſo load 
and diſtend the membranous Parts of the 
Body, that Pains will thence ariſe much 
like thoſe of a genuine Rheumatiſm. Let 
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Let i us now return to the internal Circulati- 
on of the Lymph, beginning with its Effects 
in the Head. The Lymphatic Receptacles of 
the internal Parts of the Head are ſo infarcted 
with this Humour that they compreſs the 
Brain, and produce ſleepy Affections, Lethar- 

„Sc. 
he Obſtruction of the conglobate Glands 
of the Breaſt gives Room to difficult Reſpira- 
tion, Cough, &c, If the conglobate Glands of 
the EN be obſtructed, ſeveral Affections 

of that Cavity will appear, according to the 
Quality of the affected Viſcus. But you may 
demand, whence proceeds the Variety of theſe 
Affections? Whence ſpring the Lethargies of 
ſome, difficult Reſpiration 'or Rheumatiſm, 
Ge. of others, ſeeing the Cauſe is the ſame 
ALE: 

To this I anſwer that in the 1 Body 
all the Parts, ceteris paribus, are not ally 
ſtrong ; but that thro' a Vice of Confirma- 
tion, or by Accident, as by the Lues, King's- 
evil, Scarvy, Contufions, &c. ſome Parts are 
rendered much weaker' than others; or that 
their Texture is ſo denſe and their Lympha- 
tics ſo narrow and ſmall; that they give Room 
the eaſier to the Stagnation of the Lymph; 
and that in various Parts, according as their 
Lefions happened : Hence ſome have the Head 
affected, others the Breaſt, and ſo on of an 
Infinity of other Combinations; ' Moreover, 
the Head, Hands and Feet are frequently Oe- 
dematous; becauſe their Lymph is very much. 

FS 4 expoſed 
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expoſed to the Cold, whereby it is ſoon con- 
gealed and rendred more Spiſſid, eſpecially 


on Account of the Milk with which it is 


blended, and which is very ſubject to this Ac- 
cident; whilſt few Obſtructions or Oedemata 
are obſerved in the Trunk; becauſe it is co- 
vered and kept warm. TC 


DiacnosTics. 


As often: as we diſcover Obſtructions of the 
Glands ſoon after Birth, and that the Milk is 
not ſufficiently diſcharged by any Emunctory, 
we have Room to ſuſpect the. preſent Diſor- 

r. For, as moſt Diſorders of Children are 
referred to Worms, ſo are the Diſorders of 
Women newly delivered, to their Milk. 

That there are Depoſitions of, or Abſceſſes 
from the Milk, is learned more certainly from 
the Qualities of the Oedemata above explained, 
from difficult Reſpiration, from the fixt or 
flying Pains of the Bod - From all which we 
may conclude that the Milk was imperfectly 
evacuated, and that it. was more or leſs depo- 
ſed in the painful Parts. 

As to the Knowledge of the Cauſes, it is 
of no great, Moment, for all are treated by 
the ſame Method; nor do I know any Means 


of diſcovering them, but by examining the 


Patient. But the milky Depoſitions in ge- 
neral are owing to the four Cauſes explained 
before. 


PRo- 
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MET \Procxos TICS. 
l Aid 

The Burdenbnon of Milk is a Thing of 
great Importance, and not to be neglected on 
Account of its Conſequences, all which are 
not exempt of Danger, as Suppuration of the 
obſtructed Glands, Scirrhi and Cancers of the 
ſame, if the Humours be acrid, But the moſt 
conſiderable Symptoms of this Diſorder, are in- 
ternal Abſceſſes from the Milk, which never ad- 
mit of a genuine Suppuration. For they are 
more or leſs dangerous, nay mortal, according 
to the Dignity of the Part where they are ſeat- 
ed, and this Danger is the greater, becauſe the 
Matter of the Abſceſſes has no Iſſue, nor can 
bo eee. 


Corr. 


Two Indications preſent themſelves bs 


1. 'To'diminiſh or check the Progreſs of the 
Obſtructions. 2. To remove the formed ones. 

To fulfil the firſt view, - preſcribe. frequent 
Veneſection, to allay the Fever if there be 
any. Ir is always uſeful in order to diminiſh 
the Quantity of the Blood and Lymph, and to 
prevent the Augmentation of the Obſtructi- 
ons: Order it in the Arm, if the Lochia be 
white, if red, let it be inſtituted in the Foot. 
To dilute the Blood and Lymph, order a Pri- 


ſan compoſed of Capill. Vener, a Nad. 


Arund. which laſt is diluent and aperitive, 
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and is in great Vogue in the Provinces of 
France. To this may be ſubſtituted the China. 

For theſe Remedies not only dilute the Hu- 
mours, but derive the Milk by Urine, Ge. 

Aſter theſe Remedies gentle Diuretics are 
preſcrib d; for ſtrong ones over- heat the Pa- 
tient, augment the Fever, Sc. Of the above 
Claſs of Diuretics are the Infuſions of Tea, 
and vulneraries of the Swiſſe, a light Decoction 
of the Root of Enul. Campan. or Pareir. Brev. 
to which add Decoct. Chin. which Simple is of 
the ſame Tribe. Thus the Progreſs of the 
Obſtruction is checked. 

Io come to the ſecond Indication, If the 
Obſtruction be entirely formed, the above Re- 
medies more powerfully exhybited may remove 
it: During their Uſe, order antihiſteric Cly- 
ſters of Artemiſ. Matricar. Chamemel. & Mel- 
lilot. theſe you may render purgative by Ca- 
tholicon Diapbenic. or Decoct. Follicul. Senn. 

The moſt ſucceſsful Remedies I ever ob- 
ſerved in this Diſorder are Purgatives, which 
happily diſcharge this milky Humour by the 
Inteſtines. en bac: A l 

But if all theſe Remedies miſcarry, order a 
Ptiſan of Guayac. Safſafr. Sarſaparil. Chin. & 
Antimon. crud. which you may render Pur- 
gative by adding a Drachm of Senna to every 
Chopine of the Ptiſan. 

During the Uſe of theſe internal Remedies, 
you are not to neglect topic Applications, as 
Catap. Mic. Pan. to the œdematous Parts, or 
rathcr applied to the obſtructed Glands of the 

| * Groin, 
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Groin, Arm- pits, &c. But as it ſoon dries, add 
Mel. Narbonenſ, to it, in order to keep it 
moiſt the longer and fave you ſome Pains. 
If the obſtructed Parts are void of any pre- 
ternatural Heat, or that it is quelled by the Uſe 
of the preceding Remedies; you may then 
order the Parts to be bathed with warm red 
Wine, camphired Brandy, or a Cataplaſm of 


Bread and red Wine boiled together, or to 


render it more powerful, add ſome camphired 
Brandy to it, eſpecially when you expect to 
bring the Tumors to Reſolution. Another ex- 
cellent Topic Remedy for this Purpoſe 1s the 
Ag. Secund. Saliſpetr. in which you dip a Li- 
nen Cloth and apply it to the affected Parts. 
If after all theſe Remedies, the Tumor 
ſtill ſubſiſts and cannot be reſolved, open it; 
and, to prevent ſuch an Iſſue of the other ob- 
ſtructed Parts, order more powerful Aperitives, 
as the nonpurgative Preparations of Mercury, 
theſe of Mars, to which add Turpentine to 
give em the intended Forms; you may even 
preſcribe the ordinary Emmenagoga, that by 
all theſe Means the Blood and Lymph may be 
attenuated, the Obſtructions removed, and the 
Milk evacuated: To remove any remaining 
Obſtacles in the Circulation, recommend your 
hot, Bath Waters to the Patient. 


442 OF THE DI SEASES 
In I. 
Of the Morbus Pilaris.. 


. ] Urſes are ſubject. to a rough unequal Tu- 
mor of the Breaſts attended with Heat, 
Tenſion, Redneſs, commonly preceded by 
Shiverings or cold Fits, to which ſucceeds a 
Febris Epbemera, which frequently termi- 
nates in thirty fix Hours; and very often gives 
Room to Suppuration and Abſceſs of the Breaſts, 
of which in the next Chapter. This Diſorder, 
I fay, has various Names. Some ſay, by the 
Authority of Ariſtotle, whom they cite, that it 
is called Morbus Pilaris becauſe the Patients 
are ſaid to have ſwallowed Hair. This Sen- 
timent is palpably falſe. The Grecians call it 
OpopCanis, in Latin Grumatio, from Thrombus 
or grumous Blood. The Greczans call it alſo 
Oveacy, in Latin Caſeatio, from the curdling 
of Milk. It is called Le Por] by the French, 
with an infinite Number of other Names 
framed by fancy, 


CAUSs ES. 


If we attend to the Beginning and Progreſs 
of this Diſorder, we may eaſily diſcover that 
it takes its Riſe from a ſtagnant Milk lodged 
in the Veſiculæ of the Breaſts; for the Cha- 
racter of the incipient Diſorder makes this 
plain, 
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plain, by the Tenſion and unequal Tumor 
of the Breaſts, which in this Circumſtance 
cannot ſpring from any other Source than the 
Milk, which thus obſtructs ſeveral Cluſters, 
like Bunches of Grapes, of the ſaid Veficulz; 
becauſe their common Duct or Vas Galacti- 
ferum thro' the different Cauſes to be immedi- 
ately explain'd, cannot diſcharge the Milk of 
theſe united Receptacles: Theſe Cluſters are 
more or leſs numerous according to the Num- 
ber of the obſtructed V Galactifera. That 
the ſtagnant Milk is the principal Cauſe of 
the Diſorder, is alſo proved by the Diminu- 
tion or intire Removal of the Evil when this 
Milk is ſucked; nor will any other Remedies 
be ſo efficacious for its Cure; wherefore I 
prove by Facts that it is the Origin of the 
Diſorder. | 

Now let us ſee what are the Cauſes which 
make the Milk to ſtagnate in the Breaſts, 
Theſe are, 1. The Spiſſitude of the Milk, 
whereby it cannot paſs by the Vaſa Galactiſe- 
ra to be diſcharged by the Nipple of the Breaſt. 
2. A Stop put to the Courſe of the Milk by 
the ſaid Veſſels, tho' there be no Spiſſitude; 
both theſe Cauſes may be united, and ſo may 
give Occaſion to a third, 

The Cauſes which inſpiſſate the Milk are, 
1. ſudden Cold, to which the Breaſts are im- 
prudently expoſed by the Nurſe's Negligence, 
or any other Reaſon, eſpecially when they are 
not well covered and kept warm; this Cauſe 
is frequent. 2. But this is ſtill more, viz. 

By The 
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The deptaved Quality of the Nurſe's Aliments, 
and her Indigeſtions, whereby a vicious Chyle 
is ingendred, which by its Mixture with the 
Blood and other Humours, inſpiſſates the 
whole. 3. The Change of the Nurſe's Diet. 
Thus a Narſe accuſtomed to a poor and flen- 
der Diet, by good feeding on e nutri- 
tious Aliments, yields ſpiſſid Milk. This is 
the Reaſon why ſome Peaſants or Nurſes from 
the Country, having changed their poor Diet 
into a good one in Gentlemen's Houſes or in 
the Town, frequently become very bad Nur- 
ſes, tho they had all the Characters of good 
ones before. | 

The Cauſes which make the Milk ſtagnate 
in the Breaſts are many, as Strokes, which re- 
lax the Veſſels and deſtroy their Elaſticity; 
whence they are incapable of diſcharging them- 
ſelves of their Milk, To this may be added 
an infinite Number of other Cauſes of the 
ſame Kind, which by Compreſſion or other- 
wiſe put a Stop to the Milk. Beſides this 
Claſs of Cauſes, there is another which fre- 
quently occurs, vig. the Nurſe's Imprudence, 
who neglects to ſuckle her Infant regularly, 
ſo that in the Intervals the Milk ſettles in the 
Breaſts; or this may happen, becauſe the 
Nurſe has ſuddenly broke off giving any more 
Milk, which ſhe ſhould have done by De- 
grees, Theſe Cauſes, particularly the former, 
happen thro' the Pain, Excoriation or other 
Affection of the Nipple, whereby the Nurſe 
durſt not exhibit it to the Infant. 5 he 

2 , ame 


ſame Thing will happen, if the Infant be too 
weak and cannot ſufficiently ſuck the Milk; 
it may alſo proceed from the Condition of the 
Nurſe for if ſhe be very young and well fed, 
ſhe will ingender more Chyle and Milk than 
the Infant would be able to conſume; ſo the 
Remainder will be gradually accumulated in 
the Breaſts, and produce the preſent Diſorder. 


SYMPTOMS. 


1. The morbid Stagnation of the Milk in 
the Veſſculæ of the Breaſts ſwells the Organs 
more or leſs ſpeedily, according to the Quan- 
tity and Afflux of Milk; if it be ſpeedily form- 
ed, the Parts become red and a little inflamed. 

2. The Tumour is rough and unequal, thro” 
the unequal Diſtribution of the Milk in the 
Veſicles of the Breaſts. This Inequality is more 
remarkable in the inferiour than in any other 
Part of the Breaſts; becauſe the Milk by its 
proper Weight ſuffers more Difficulty in af- 
cending than in any other Direction. 

3. The Pain ſprings from the Diſtraction 
of the Veſſels of the Breaſts; the Redneſs from 
the Compreſſion of the blood Veſſels, the 
Heat from the great Quantity of Blood lodged 
in the Breaſts for both Reaſons. 

4. The feveriſn Chills or Shiverings may 
ſpring from two Cauſes. If theſe Fits are 
flight and tranſitory, they proceed from the 
ſympathetic Conſtriction of the Fibres. of the 
Skin, in Conſequence of the Pain of the Breaſt. 

4 | But 
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But if the cold Fits be confi derable,” with mani. 


feſt Coldneſs of the Extremities and other Parts, 
they proceed rather from the Abſorption of the 
ſtagnant Milk of the Breaſts into the Blood, 
being conveyed from thoſe Organs to the ax- 
illary Glands, and thence by the Vaſa rori. 
ford of Bilſius into the ſubclavian Vein. 

The Fever is more or leſs intenſe accord- 
ing to the Quality of the Milk, the Patient's 
Conſtitution, the Diatheſis of her Blood, the 
Intenfity of the Pain, &c. If the Milk is not 
abſorbed, as in Article the fourth, or if it be 
not carried off by the Pap or Nipple, which 
is the happieſt and moſt natural Way, and 
that inſtead of a ſimple Ephemera, the Fe- 
ver holds longer than 8 Days, which is the 
ordinary Term of the Reſolution of this Tu- 
mour, it degenerates into Suppuration and Ab- 
ſceſs of the Breaſt; of which hereafter. 

6. If the Tumour of the Breaſt be very 
great, and that the axillary Glands are ſwel- 
led, the Veſſels which bring back the Humours 
of the poſterior Parts of the Back and Arms 
are ſo compreſſed, that they excite by their Dit- 
tenſion ſenſible Pains in the mentioned Places. 


DiaGNosTICSs. 


Theſe Signs need no great detail, the Dil- 
order is manifeſt from what we have ſaid 
above, particularly the Tumour, Tenſion, In- 
equality and Pain of the affected Breaſt, cold 


Fi its, Fever, Sc. 
The 


The Cauſes are learned from the Patient's 
Relation, and other Circumſtances, whereby 
the Spiſſitude or ſimple Stagnation of the Milk 
or both together are diſcovered. _. fe 


PzoGNosTiCs. 


If the Fever ends in thirty fix Hours or 
three Days, the Diſorder is rarely dangerous, 
and it has commonly a happy Termination, 
if it be prudently treated with proper Re- 
medies, or 

The only bad Conſequences which this Evil 
may have are Scirrbi and Cancers, when the 
Milk is dried and harden'd in the Breaſts; or 
if it has a Tendency to Motion and Heat, 
Suppuration may happen. 


CURE. 


The Indications' which preſent themſelves 
in this Caſe, are, 1. to prevent the Stagnation 
of the Humours in the Breaſts, and thereby 
to hinder Suppuration by checking the Ten- 
fion, Pain and Heat of thoſe Parts. 2. The 
ſtagnant Milk ſhou'd be reſolved. 

To begin with the Treatment: In order to 
fulfil the firſt Intention, you are to confine the 
Patient to a very ſtrict Regimen ſcarcely per- 
mitting her to take any thing but a ſimple 
Ptiſan, Then you ſhould bleed her once or 
twice, pro re nata, in the oppoſite Side, to cauſe 
a Revulſion from the affected Breaſt: To purge 
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the Inteſtines, and derive the Breaſt Milk that 
Way, order purgative Clyſters. Let the Pa- 
tient's ordinary drink - be an Infuſion of dried 
Maiden-hair, or Rad. Arundin. or Ptiſan of 
the Root of China, which ſeems to be the 
moſt uſeful, being both an attenuant and din- 
retic. Let the Patient be alſo kept very Warm; 
but above all her Breaſts. By this Method 
alone the Diſorder is commonly removed, But 
if the Tenſion, Heat, Pain, Fever, &c, are 
only leſſened, whilſt the Milk flows and ill 
ſwells the Breaſts, you may order a Cataplaſm of 
the 4 Farin. reſolvent, which you boil in a De- 
coction of Salv, Ap, Fænicul. vel Menth. add. 
Mel, Narbonenſ. vel Ol. Chamemel. vel ambo 
im. This Cataplaſm is changed every fix 
Hours. The Catap. ex Mic. Pan. Croc. Orient. 
cum Mel. is frequently of uſe here. The Patient 
may alio make Uſe of the following Powder 
three or four Times a Day, | 


R. Sem. Fenicul. et Cumin. pulu. Myrrh. 
ana gr. x. Croc. orient. gr. v. f. Puly, 
vel Elect. cum 6. 9. Syr. Capill. Vener. 


x 


It theſe Remedies are not ſtill ſufficient to 
remove the Diſorder, order a Cataplaſm of 
the following Remedies, which are powerful 
Reſolvents, viz. Fol. utriuſque Apii, Sem. Ni- 
gel. Pulver. add. Ol. Rut. for this Oil is very 
reſolvent. But no Remedy is ſo powerful to 


procure the Reſolution of this Tumour, as 
ſucking 
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ſucking the Breaſt. To extract the ſtagnant 
Milk which ſome Authors call Coloſtrum. 
Let the Nurſe be ſucked by an Adult rather 
than by her Infant, who might be incommo- 
ded by the ſtagnant acrid Milk, which if it 
can't be extracted this Way, will have no bad 
Conſequence. 


A 4 at. — —_— —_ A — 


C HAP. XXXVII. 
Of the Choice of a good Nurſe. 
Las Things are to be conſidered here, 


1. The Nurſe, 2. her Milk. After 
the Choice of the Nurſe, we ſhall examine 
the Things that regard the Infant, in Order 
to avoid, as much as poflible, the Diſorders 
which might enſue upon the Child's ſucking 
an improper Nurſe. | 

The neceſſary Conditions therefore, in a 
good Nurſe, are commonly taken, 1. From 
her Age. 2. From the Time and Manner of 
her Labour. 3. From the good Conſtitution 
of all the Parts of her Body, and particularly 
of her Breaſts. 4. From the Nature of her 
Milk. 5. From her commendable Temper. 
6, And laſtly, from her Manner of living. 

I. As to her Age, the moſt approved of is 
from Twenty-three to Thirty, becauſe that 
during, this Space Women are in their full 
Health, Strength and Vigour, She is not ſo 

| G g fit 
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fit before Twenty-three, thro' her Milk's too 
ſerous Quality, Agitations of her Mind, Ge. 
Beſides, her Body not having yet acquired its 
full Dimenſions, cannot be ſo robuſt, nor ſo 
capable to endure Watching, Labour and Fa- 
tigue: Nor is ſhe ſo proper after Thirty, thro' 
the Crudity, ill elaborated, and impoveriſh'd 
State of her Milk, Rigidity of her Breaſts, &c, 
Moreover, not having Blood and Chyle in ſo 
great Abundance, ſhe cannot have Milk ſfi- 
cient for the Nouriſhment of the Child, How- 
ever, ſome Women are tolerable good Nurlcs 
from Twenty to Forty, but very ſeldom be- 
fore or after. Yet this differs according to 
the Difference of Conſtitutions and Climates; 
for in hot Countries Women are ſooner ma- 
ture than in cold, and ſome Women ſooner 
than others. | 
IL Asto the Time and Manner of her Lying- 

in, it ought to beat leaſt a Month or fix Weeks 
after, that ſo her Milk may be thoroughly de- 
purated, becauſe by that Time her Body is 
uſually purified of the. Lochia, or Cleanſinge, 
which follow Labour, and the Humours are 
no longer diſturbed by them; nor muſt it be 
above three or four Months after Delivery, 
that ſo ihe may be able to complete the Lac- 
tation of the Child, and that there be no Ne- 
ceſſity of changing her afterwards for another, 
She ought not to have miſcarried, but to have 
been brought to-bed at her full Time of a 


healthy Child; for tis a Mark of a good Con- 
ſtitution: 
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ſtitution: And it ought to be her ſecond or 


third, that ſhe may by Experience know the 
better how to tend her Nurſery, and have a 


greater Quantity of Milk, by the Relaxation 


of her Breaſts. A Woman, who has ſuckled 
another's Child with Succeſs, is to be prefer- 
red to one who has given ſuck to her own only, 
becauſe ſhe gives Proof, that her Milk not 
only ſuits her own, but even anothers. In 
my Opinion, notwithſtanding Cuſtom other- 
wile prevails, as I would prefer the Milk of the 


Child's own Mother to that of any other Woman, 


ſo do I think all Milk better when only twelve 
or fifteen Days old, than when three or four 
Month's, that the Child's Body may be there- 
by kept open. And if a Nurſe be required 
for a female Infant, I would chuſe one that 
has lain-in of a Girl before one that has had 
a Boy, with this View, that all the Diſpo- 
ſitions of this accidental Nurſe being nearer 
thoſe of the proper Mother of the Infant, 
whom ſhe is to ſuckle, her Milk may be the 
more agreeable to the Age and Conſtitution of 
her little Charge, 

III. As to the healthful Conſtitution of her 
Body, 'tis the principal Thing, and on which 
almoſt all the reſt depends. In general ſhe 
muſt be very healthy, of a good Habit of 
Body, and free from any Diſtemper; ſhe 
muſt come of ſound and healthful Parents, who 


were never tainted with the Venereal Infection, 


nor ſubject to the Gout, Stone, Rheumati/m, 
Gg 2 King's- 
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King's-Evil, | Leproſy, Scurvy, Conſumption, 
Falling-ſickneſs, or any other infectious heredi- 
tary Diſeaſe ;, and that the | herſelf does not in 
the leaſt participate of any of the afore-men- 
tioned Maladies; that ſhe be not leucophleg- 
matic or dropſical, nor ſubject to Catarrhs, 
the Phthiſick, Jaundice, Hyſterics, Nephritic 
Pains, or ſuch like Affections; that ſhe hath 
no Excreſcences, as Warts, &c. nor the leaſt 
Suſpicion of the Venereal Diſeaſe ; but that 
her Skin be white, neat, clear, and free from 
all Impurities, Her Huſband, if ſhe hath one, 
ought to be likewiſe. charaQterized by the 
ſame healtful Symptoms. She muſt be ſtrong, 
the better to watch and tend the Child in all 
Things neceſſary for it. Let her be of a 
middle Stature, neither too tall nor too 
low, well ſhaped and perfect in her Limbs, 


neither crooked nor wry, moderate in 


Fleſh, neither too fat nor too lean, becauſe 
a Perton of ſuch a natural Symmetry performs 
all the Functions more perfectly. She mult 
not likewiſe have her Menſes; for there ate 
Nurſes, who preſently after they have lain-in 
(that is within two, three, or four Months) 
are taken with their Purgations, a Thing which 
ſeldom happens to good Nurſes; it being a 
Sign that their Blood is too hot, either be- 
cauſe their Temperament is ſuch, or from 
ſome amorous Paſſion, or otherwiſe. | eſides, 
the Milk at ſuch Time is divided, one Part 
of it being carried off with the Menſtrua, 
whilſt the other, which is derived to the 

| Breaſts, 
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Breaſts, being in a ſmall Quantity, is inſuffici- 
ent to nouriſh the Babe; for this is the Courſe 
of Nature, that the Menſtrua, which are re- 
tained in Nurſes, as well as thoſe in preg- 
nant Women, are appointed for the Nouriſh- 
ment of the Child. Moreover the Milk dur- 
ing the Time of her Courſes, is not only in 
a leſs Quantity, but is alſo ſomewhat acrid 
and charged with Salts, inaſmuch as it parti- 
cipates' of the Qualities of the Blood, which 
then thro' its extraordinary Agitation is very 
much altered. In ſhort, whenever theſe hap- 
pen, the Infant muſt be taken from her, be. 
cauſe ſhe is more fit to conceive than to Nurſe; 
and if ſhe continues nurſing, ſhe does but im- 
pair the Child's Health, This is but too 
often experienced. Some Nurſes when bee 
happen, are careful to waſh their own Linen, 
and make uſe of other Contrivances to- pre- 
vent their being diſcovered, for fear of loſing 
their Bread. 
N. B. Notwithſtanding it is generally 
obſerved, that if a Nurſe hath her Terms, 
the Infant is deprived of its Nutriment, &c. 
yet there are ſome who will have it, that 
this Aſſertion does not always hold good: For 
if a Nurſe, ſay they, who has her Conr/es, 
has then leſs Milk than ordinary, and if 'tis 
yellowiſh, ſour, and wateriſh, they own ſhe 
muſt be changed; but if ſhe has the ſame 
uantity that ſhe uſes to have, and its Qua- 
lity the ſame, there's no Occaſion for it, and 
Gg 3 the 
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the Evacuation is the pure Effect of a Ple- 
thora, or ' increaſed Quantity of good Blood, 
occaſioned frequently by the Nurſe's having 
a better Diet in the Family, than ſhe could 
afford to take to herſelf at home. The State 
of the Child, and the Advice of a ſkilful Phy- 
ſician, muſt decide the Matter. 

Nor ſhould the Nurſe be Subject to the Wh:tes; 
for ſuch Superfluities denote a lax Texture of 
Body, an Acrimony in the Blood, enervate and 
exhauſt Nature, and often ſerve to conceal a 
worſe Diſeaſe. Let her be of a ſanguine Com- 
plexion, which may be known by her Ver- 
million Colour, not altogether ſo red, but in- 
clining to fair; of a firm and ſound Fleſh, not 
ſoft and flabby, Women whoſe Hair is black- 
iſh or of a Cheſnut-brown, commonly make 
the beſt Nurſes, Thoſe who are of a bilious 
and melancholic Temperament, who are red- 
haired, or freckled in the Face are not ſo good, 
becauſe the Milk of ſuch, and ſometimes alſo 
of thoſe who are very Black-haired and white 
ſkinned, is generally hot, ſharp, and of an ill 
Taſte and Smell *. She muſt not be ſubject 
to groſs and foggy Humours, becauſe they 
mix and ſettle in her Milk, as the proper Re- 
ceptacle. This is evident in Women who are 
addicted to Pains, Tumours, and Defluxions, 


, © Red-haired Nurſes are not liked, by Reaſon of their rank 
Smell, ſcetid Breath, Sweat, Oc. as Experience proves ; and 
this thro' the Acrimony of their Humours; yet if they be young 
and healthy, they may be em»loyed. 
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ag watcring at the Eyes, Sc. when they do 
not ſuckle; but being Nurſes, theſe diſappear, 
and they enjoy a better State of Health, than 
when they are not Nurſes; the Milk, at that 
Time, being the Vehicle by which theſe Ail- 
ments and others diſcharge themſelves, and 
conſequently are communicated to the Child. 
Theſe Women ſeem to be good Nurſes as 
long as the Children are fat; but their Fat is 
ſoft, and the Infants dull and heavy; and com- 
ing to breed Teeth, they are very ſickly and 
commonly die, by Reaſon of the Flux of Hu- 
mours that puſh them forward in too great a 
Number at a Time. The Nurſe ſhould be 
clean and neat, both in her Perſon and Ap- 
parel, that no bad ſmell may proceed from 
any Part of her Body, She ſhould alſo have 
a comely Face, a lively Eye, and a pleaſant 
chearful Countenance. She ſhould have good 
Eyes and Sight without either caſt or Blemith, 
Her Breath muſt be ſweet, her Teeth ſound, 
white, and well-ſet, not having any rotten or 
ſpoiled, leſt her Breath ſhould ſmell fœtid, and 
thereby become pernicious to the Infant, be- 
cauſe the Nurſe that conſtantly kiſſes the 
Child would infec its tender Lungs by often 
drawing in her corrupted Breath. This ought 
to make us cautious, and not ſuffer every Bo- 
dy indifferently to handle and careſs our Chil- 
dren. She ſhould have an agreeable Voice, 
to pleaſe and enliven the Child, and ſhould 
{mile often to divert it. She ſhould likewiſz 
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have a clear and diſtinct Pronunciation, free 
from Impediment, the Tone and Dialect of 
any particular County, that the Child may 
not learn a bad Accent from her. But above 
all the muſt not be with Child, becauſe her 
Milk then does not flow ſo plentifully into her 
Breaſts, but daily grows' thick and acrid, di- 
miniſhes -and dries up; the Blood being con- 
ſtantly and chiefly brought to the Womb, for 
the ſupport of the Fætus; it being the primary 
Intent of Nature, during Pregnancy, to pro- 
vide chiefly for the Infant in the Uzerus. 

IV. The Nurſe's Breaſts ſhould be pretty 
large, to receive a ſufhcient Quantity of Milk, 
but not big to Exceſs; they ſhould be long 
and pointed, approaching the Form of a Pear, 
that the Milk may the more readily flow to 
the Nipples; and not round and flat, becauſc 
they are not ſo elaſtic, nor ſo fit to expreſs 
the Milk, which partly ſtagnates in their 
Circumference: They ſhould be equal, full, 
ſoft, and free from Lumps, or any particular 
Hardneſs, or Scars, which hinder the Perco- 
lation of the Milk. They muſt be indifferent 
firm and plump, not flabby and hanging 
down, that their native Heat and Elaſticity 
may be the ſtronger. They muſt not adhere 
too cloſe to the pectoral Muſcles, but rather 
project. After ſucking they ſhould become 
flaccid and collapſed, becauſe this argues 
that they are rather membranous than fleſhy, 
that their Yefcule are very large and ä 
| 0 
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of containing much Milk, but they ſhould be 
afterwards ſoon repleniſh'd and grow turgidʒ they 
ſhould be alſo pretty ſeparate, or at à proper 
Diſtance from each other, and not fat or car- 
nous, and cloſe together. The Nurſe ought 
to be broad and full cheſted, that the Milk 
may have the more Room to be prepared 
and flow; · beſides, tis a Sign of Abundance of 
vital Heat. The Breaſts muſt not be handled, 
preſſed, or expoſed to the Cold; for the firſt 
renders them flabby, the ſecond hinders the 
Secretion of the Milk, and the third cauſes 
its Inſpiſſation. Add to this that large and 
full Breaſts in a Nurſe are a Sign of a good 
Digeſtion and much Chyle. 

The Nipples are eſteemed for being long 
and ſlender, of a moderate Size and Firmneſs, 
and a little raiſed, not too ſhort or thick, hard, 
griſtly, or depreſſed: If the Nipple is too ſmall 
or ſhort, the Child can't lay hold on't, and 
only fumbles with it; if it is too big, it fills 
the Mouth ſo that the Child can't ſuck; if it 
be too hard it is not eafily drawn, and the 
Child ſucks in more Wind than Milk. The 
Nipple is allo more eſteemed if its Per- 
forations are numerous and diſtin&, and that 
it is not chapped and cleft at its Baſis. The 
Milk-by a gentle Compreflion ſhould readily 
flow and ſpout out at a good Diſtance, in ſe- 
veral ſmall Streams like a Garden Water- 

It thus often flows when we take the Child 
from the Breaſt as ſoon asit has drawn the Nip- 


ple, 
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ple. When the Milk flows in this Manner, 
the Child ſwallows it with eaſe; nay, the Milk 
very often runs of itſelf from the Breaſts, thro? 
their natural Elaſticity, and Contraction ; which 


is alſo a Sign of a good Nurſe. 


V. We ſhall now treat of the Qualities of 
good Milk, particularly of its Conſiſtence, Co- 
lour, and Taſte, 

1. The Milk ſhould be of a thickiſh Con- 
ſiſtence, not wheyiſh or watry, but capable of 
remaining upon the Hand, without running 
off upon a ſmall Inclination, thereof. This 
may be eaſily judged from the Nurſe's milking 
ſome into her Hand or upon a Plate, and 
then inclining it. If it immediately runs off 
upon a ſmall Inclination 'tis a Sign of its be- 
ing too thin; but if it remains fixt or runs 
oft with Difficulty, upon a great Inclination, 
"tis a Mark of its being too thick. The former 
paſſes too quickly, and does not ſufficiently 
nouriſh the Infant; the latter is difficult of 
Digeſtion, is binding, and ſticks to the Mouth, 
The beſt is that which ſlides off gently in Pro- 
portion to the turning of the Hand, leaving 
the Place where it paſſed a little ſtained, 

2. It ſhould be of a certain white Colour 

uliar to Breaſt-milk, which is better con- 
ceived than expreſſed, but the whiter the bet- 
ter, If the Milk be too ſerous, it is blewiſh, 
becauſe the Particles of the Serum are more 
redominant than thoſe of the Chyle. Young 


Nurſes, or thoſe at their firſt Lying: in, have 
ſuch 
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ſuch Milk, Infants ſometimes want it to purge 
them and dilute their Humouts. If the Milk 
be yellowiſh, it denotes its Spiſſitude, its De- 
lay in the Breaſts, or a Mixture of Bile, in 
thoſe particularly who are ſubject to the Jaun- 
dice; whence it loſes its natural Sweetneſs and 
Benignity, and becomes ſharp and acrid, 

3. The Taſte of the Milk principally con- 
fiſts in its Acrimony and Sweetneſs, both 
which are diſcoverable by the different Im- 
preſſions ſome Drops of it make on the E 
and Tongue. It muſt be perfectly well taſted, 
that is, ſweet and ſugared, without any Acri- 
mony or ſtrange Flavour. If it is ſour, it gives 
the Child Gripes; if it is hot and acrid, it 
cauſes him to break out in Pimples, In 
ſhort that is preferred which is white, ſweet 
taſted, well ſcented, and of a good Conſiſtence; 
as that is rejeted which ſoon turns ſour, is 
thin, or ſmells or taſtes ſtrong, either imme- 
diately, or any moderate Time after it is drawn 
out of the Breaſt; which is ſaid to be the 
Caſe of Milk afforded by ſuch as are Red- 
haired or uſe hard Labour. It is better the 
Nurſe ſhould have much Milk, rather than a 
moderate Quantity, yet ſhe ought not to ſuf- 
fer the Over-plus to remain in her Breaſts, leſt 
it might turn ſour, curdle, and inflame them. 
The Defects of the Milk are to be corrected 
according to Art, which may be performed 
by proper medicinal Means and a convenient 

| | | Diet, 
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Diet, and that as well with Reſpect to its 
Quality as Quantity. 37 1 | 
We now come to examine the Infant in 
order to diſcover whether the Nurſe be good 
or not in Reality, tho' ſhe had been choſen 
before as fit for her Office, Yet it. may hap- 
pen that the Nurſe may be very good tho” her 
Child does not thrive, for her Milk may 
perfectly agree with many others. 

1. If the Child be frequently wet, has co- 
pious Urine and Fæces, it denotes that he is 
fed with a great Quantity of Milk. 

2. If the Urine be infipid or ſweet and 
pure, it argues a balſamic Quality of the 
Breaſt-Milk, But ſtrong fœtid Urine, or ſuch 
as ſtains the Child's Linen with a browniſh 
Line betwixt the dry and wet Part there- 
of, denotes the Acrimony of the ſame Milk. 
You may conclude the ſame Thing, if the In- 
fant is ſubje& to frequent Excoriations of his 
poſteriour Parts, if his Feces be hard and 
greeniſh, In which Caſe the acrid Dzathefis 
of the Nurſe's Milk ſhould be corrected, or 
ſhe ſhould be changed. But the only Rule 
in general we are to follow here is the State 
of the Infant; for if he be healthy, fat, of good 
Humour, fleeps well, &c. nothing is to be 
accuſed; on the contrary, if he be troubleſome, 
fleeps little, falls off, &c. 

VI. And laſtly, ſhe ſhould be of an agreea- 
ble chearful Temper, not melancholy, drunk- 


en, or paſſionate, as well becauſe it makes an 


carly 
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early and bad Impreſſion on the Child, as be- 
cauſe it doth extraordinarily heat the Milk; 
therefore, ſhe ſhould at all Times prudently 
ſuppreſs the various Paſſions of the Mind, 
ſince they affect the Infant in no ſmall De- 
gree. In ſhort ſhe ſhould be a well-mannered, 
modeſt, ſober Perſon, endued with Love, Pity, 
and Tender-heartedneſs, not given to Wine, 
yet leſs to the Exceſs of Venery, but ſhe may 
moderately uſe the Former, and not altoge- 
ther abſtain from the latter; eſpecially if ſhe 
is of an amorous Complex ion and paſſionately 
fond of ber Huſband, in which Caſe it is 
thought adviſeable to allow conjugal Conver- 
fation now and then, provided that ſhe does 
not give the Child fuck an Hour or two after 
the Enjoyment, otherways ſuch a Nurſe being 
debarred of this Liberty grows diſſatisfied, 
peeviſh, ſleeps little, loſes her Appetite, and 
conſequently has leſs Milk; and the little ſhe 
has is of an ill Quality, wherefore, there's a 
Neceſſity for changing her, 

The Nurſe's Diet ſhould be nouriſhing and 
eaſy of Digeſtion, ſuitable to her Child's Tem- 
perament, and not contrary to her own. She 
ſhould carefully abſtain from all ſalt and acrid 
Food, as well as from high ſpiced Meats, 
ſtrong or ſpirituous Liquors, Acids, &c, She 
ought to enjoy a healthful Air, uſe moderate 
Exerciſe, and avoid the Inclemency of the 
Weather. She ought not to fait too long, nor 


ſhould ſhe be too nice, luxurious, nor intem- 


perate 
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perate in her eating or drinking; for a 
Appetite in a Nurſe is a Sign that the 25 
is well ſecerned, as an Inappetency or a De- 
ſire for acrid and high ſeaſoned Meats ſhews 
the contrary ; ſleep ought to be moderate and 
taken at a due Diſtance from Meals. 

Theſe Cautions well obſerv'd in the Choice 
of a Nurſe, may prevent not only the various 
Diſorders in Children, which flow from the 
Uſe of a bad Milk, but alſo the vicious In- 
clinations they often imbibe with it, and 
which are often indelibly entailed upon them, 
If then the Caſe ſtands thus, that every Di/- . 
order of the Nurſe is a real Detriment to the 
Infant, ſurely upon this Account, all Parents 
ought to know her well, to wham they en- 
truſt theſe dear N of their ſacred and 
natural Deſires. 
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CHAT. XXXVIII. 


Of the Inflammation, Abſceſs, Ulcer, 
Sc. of the Breaſts from Mill. 


HE Breaſts, like all other Parts, are ſub- 
ject to Inflammation in Women, and 
that by ſeveral Cauſes. But Nurſes are more 
particularly attacked with theſe Maladies, not 
only thro' all the Cauſes whic!: give it Room 


in other Women, but by the Fepris — 
an 
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and morbus Pilaris, which I own, terminate, 
frequently by Reſolution; but if the laſt in 
particular does not end in three Days, a Syſtro- 
phic Inflammation may ſuperyene, which has 
rarely any other Termination, than an Abſceſs 
and Ulcer. 
The Cauſes which make the Inflammation 
of the-Breaſts ſubſiſt till it gives Room to Sup- 
uration, are all theſe which are capable of 
„Ee Reſolution, and they are three. 
1. Redundant Milk, which ſo diſtends the Ve- 


| . ficule of the Breaſts, that they obſtruct and 


ſtrangulate the Orifices of all the adjacent 
Vaſa abſorbentia, which ſerve in Reſolution 
to return the ſtagnant Humors: Thus we 
find that the Neck of the Bladder is con- 
tracted, when its Body is over diſtended with 
. 'Urine, This accident is very frequent in the 
Febris Lactea and Morbus Pilaris. 2. The 
Spiſſitude of the Milk; whence it cannot 
roul by the ſmall Veſſels which ſhould abſorb 
it and which receive at beſt but its moſt 
fluid Parts, the reſt remaining in the Veſculæ, 
till by Degrees it 1s harden'd, and till it forms 
a Scirrbus, if it be unfit to produce Inflam- 
mation. 3. The Acrimony of the Milk, where- 
by it ſtimulates the Veſſels, excites their Con- 
vulſive Conſtriction, gives Room to the Stag- 

nation of the Blood and to Inflammation. 
Now if Reſolution be once prevented, and 
Inflammation formed and continued, and that 
towards the End the Symptoms of Inflamma- 
tion 
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tion become more intenſe, as the Tenſion, 
Pain, Heat, Redneſs, Fever, Cc. it denotes 
the Rarefaction of the included Humors and 
that Suppuration is at Hand. The ſwelling of 
the Breaſts to this Pitch, ſo compreſſes the 
large arterial Trunks, that the Patient ſenſibly 
feels their pulſative Motion. The Suppura- 
tion being formed, the Rarefaction of the 
Humors is diminiſhed, the tumified Part be- 
comes flaccid and ſubſides, and all the men- 
tioned Symptoms ceaſe. But you are to re- 
mark, that of all Suppurations none is ſo flow 
and imperceptible, as that of milky Tumors, 
or ſuch as are formed of a Mixture of Blood 
and Milk; for this Matter is ſo ſweet and 
| balſamic, that it hardly irritates the Veſſels, 
and for Want of a corrofive Acrimony it is 
not ſubje& to gain far into the neighbouring 
Parts, the Pus. is moreover extremely white, 
But in purely ſanguin Inflammations, the 
ſtagnant Humor is ſo charged with Salts, 
that its Progreſs is ſpeedier, it ſtimulates the 
Veſſels, ' excites their Oſcillations, the Pas is 
acrid, and fuſes at a great diſtance, and is of a 

Colour; wherefore milky Abſceſſes are 
much more ſupportable, ſo that ſome Patients 
bear them for a long Time without any mani- 
feſt Danger, whilſt the Abſceſſes of fan- 
guin Inflammations, beſides the foregoing 
Symptoms, frequently kill the Patients like- 
wiſe, by flow Fevers and other Symptoms 


ariſing from the Abſorption of the corrofive 
Pus. 
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Pus. Yet when the milky Pus remains a long 


Time included in its Ci, it diſtends the 
Skin in ſeveral Points of the Breaſt, renders it 
thinner, and raiſes ſo many Elevations, To con- 
ceive the various Eminences which we fre- 
quently obſerve in theſe Abſceſſes, you are to 
mark that the Subſtance of the Breaſts is, 
as it were divided into many Bunches of Ve- 


ſculæ like Grapes, each Bunch of which is 


tied to a common Pedunculus; this is the com- 
mon excretory Duct of thoſe Veſiculæ, whereby 
their Milk is conveyed to the Nipple, where 
all the common excretory Ducts meet, 
wherefore you are only to imagine that all, or 
ſeveral of theſe Cluſters have ſuppurated, and, 
like ſo many ſeparate Abſceſſes, have each their 
particular Elevation. 


DiaGNosTiIcCs. 


Nothing is eaſter diſcovered than the Ab- 
ſceſs, and other united Aﬀections of the Breaſts : 
For you firſt obſerve the Inflammation, which, 
inſtead of being reſolved, has ſtill ſubſiſted, 
and that at Length its Symptoms return 
more vigorouſly ; whereupon Suppuration is 
begun, and neceſſarily ends in an Abſceſs; this 
you learn by the Diminution or entire Ceila- 
tion of all the Symptoms of Inflammation, by 
the Collapſus of the Parts, by the Fluctuation 
of the included Matter, and by the Elevations 
of ſome Parts of the Breaſts, | 


H h PRo- 
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L This "Diſorder is rarely mortal; but it is 
very painful, thro' the Senſibility and membra- 
nous Texture of the Breaſts. It is likewiſe 
very tedicus and difficult of Cure, becauſe the 
"enſuing Ulcer is commonly ſordid, and can 
never be well deterged, thro' the Spongineſs 
of the Breaſts. It is very troubleſome, be- 
cauſe it hinders the Nurſe of performing her 
Office, whether with Regard to her own Infant 
or that of another. Finally, it may be very 
dangerous if it terminates in a Scirrhus and 
Cancer, thro' the Induration of the ſtagnant 
Matter; but theſe Conſequences are very rare. 


CURE. 


From the preceding Theory may be deduced 
four different Caſes or States of the Diſorders 
of the Breaſfs, 1. Their Inflammation. 2. Inci- 
pient Suppuration. 3. Confirmed Suppuration * 
or an Abſceſs. 4. An Ulcer, 

1. In the Inflammation, which I ſaid pro- 
ceeded in this Caſe moſt commonly from the 
Febris lactea, or Morbus Pilaris, the Patient's 
Regimen in general ſhould be very exact; for 
ſhe may be confined to light Broths and a 
ſimple Pfiſan. 2. She ſhould drink plentifully 
of ſome Pti/an gently Diuretic, as that of 
Maiden-hair, light Decoction of China, or In- 


fuſion of the Vulneraries of the Swiſſe. 3. 
| _ Clyſters 


Clyſters compos'd of emollient, anodyne, and 
ſometimes laxative Remedies. 4. All theſe are 
inſufficient without bleeding, which will do 
Wonders, provided it be performed ſeafonably 
and ſpeedily ; it may be ordered in the Arm 
or. Foot according to the Circumſtances, as 
we remarked before with Regard to the Lochia 
and Menſftrua. | | | 

External Applications are of no great Ser- 
vice here. If they be required, order an 
anodyne Cataplaſm, as de Mic. Pan. cum Lat, 
which is called the anodyne Cataplaſm per 
Excellentiam, that this may be the more relaxing, 
and remain moiſt the longer, you may add to it 
Mel. Narbonenſ. or make your Cataplaſm of 
Rice and Milk, adding the Mel. Narbon. or 
Ol. Lin. or make one of Oat-meal and Honey 
without the Help of Fire: This is emollient 
and cooling, and conſequently fit for checking 
the Pain and Inflammation. | 

Fomentations may be alſo employed of 
ſimple Cow's Milk, or mixed with a Decoc- 
tion of Altb. to which may be added a little 
Saffron. 

The Inflammation thus treated is commonly 
removed by Reſolution, which I own 1s very 
flow in this Caſe; for it rarely happens be- 
fore the ſeventh Day. But if in Spight of all, 
it turns to Suppuration (of which in the ſe- 
cond and third Article above) bleed frequently, 
change your anodyne emollient Cataplaſms for 
maturative ones, which you make of the Pulp 


Alth. Malu. Branc. Urſin. Sem. Lin, vel Lilior. 
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Bulb. co. ſive ſup Cinerib. aſſat. To the above 
Pulp in order to render it of a more putrifying 
Quality, you may add ſome Baſilicum. This Ca- 
taplaſm muſt be changed every fix or ten Hours 
pro re nata. If theſe Cataplaſms are not ſuf- 
_ ficient to promote Suppuration, when it can- 
not be otherwiſe avoided, make a Cataplaſm 
of Snails and apply it to the affected Part. 

As for Plaſters, they over-heat the Breaſts; 
wherefore they are not to be uſed, 

The Abſceſs is the confirmed Suppuration, 
This Species of Abſceſs ſhould not be laid 
open too early, leſt the hard concrete Points 
diſpoſed to ſuppurate, by opening the Abſceſs, 
ſhould remain always hard; when it is fit for 
this Operation, the Inciſion ſhould be large 
in Proportion to the Size of the Tumor. If 
there be ſeveral ſmall Holes or Orifices in the 
inferior Part of the Breaſt, as commonly there 
are, a general Inciſion in the moſt dependent 
Part will ſerve for all. But Nurſes rarely 
permit us to come to this Operation, they dread 
it ſo much, and to be candid, I cannot diſap- 
prove their Reſolution: For they can bear this 
Tumor a long Time without Danger, and 
the Cicatrix, which follows the natural 
Aperture of the Abſceſs is much leſs and ca- 
ſier cicatriz d, than that made by the Knife: 
Wherefore I would leave it's Rupture to Na- 
ture; when the Abſceſs is open'd by Art or 
Nature, let the whole Breaſt be gently com- 
preſſed, to expreſs. the Pus; nor would I re- 


commend to you then to make uſe of Tents, 
* which 
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which might greatly protract the Cure, and 
bring on very ill Symptoms, but rather intro- 
duce for your firſt Dreſſings ſome dry Lint, 
afterwards applying a Pledget. In a Day or 
two after this, you make Uſe of the common 
Digeſtive, to which, you add OJ, Ovor. to 
render it ſofter and more balſamic. When 
you intend to deterge the Ulcer, employ De- 
coct, Hord. cum Mell. Roſat. vel Unguent. 
mundificat. de Apio, or what is better, if the 
Ulcer be ſordid, Unguent. Virid. After you 
thus dreſs the Ulcer, if you diſcover any hard 
Points in its Circumference, or in the Breaſt, 
apply a Cataplaſm of Barley or Oat-meal with 
Honey, which will relax them and will keep 
the Breaſt and Ulcer warm, which ſhou'd be 
always done; if there be any Sinus's in the 
Ulcer, Injections calculated as well to rectify 
the Matter, as to cleanſe away the Sordes, may 
be employ'd, y 

You are to remark that when a Nurſe is 
thus affected, ſhe ſhould ſuckle her Infant no 
longer, even with the ſound Breaſt; for the ill 
Breaſt woud afford nothing but a nauſeous 
Matter, and the ſucking would augment the 
Evil; moreover by ſuckling with the well Breaſt, 
the Derivation of the Humors would be fo 
great, that it would be thrown into the fame 
Diſorder with the ill one, wherefore the Nurſe 
ſhould abſolutely deſiſt from her Office; and 
to carry of the Milk another Way, ſhe may 
be gently purged now and then, 
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0f the Fiſſuræ or Rhagades , the 
- ae Breafls 


HIS Diſorder is called Fiſſuræ in Latin, 
| Rhagades, in Greek. Theſe Fiſſures are 
obſervable ' very frequently in the Lips, 
where they are tranſverſe, in the Funda- 
ment they are round, in the Præputium they 
approach to the ſame Figure; they may hap- 
pen, ina Word, in all the Parts of the Body 
naturally wrinkled. But we intend at preſent to 
take Notice of none but thoſe of the Nipple 
of the Breaſt, which are alſo round. 


CAUSES. 


Fiſſures of the Breaſt acknowledge four 
Cauſes in general. 1. When the Breaſt yields 
little or no Milk, either thro' the Narrowneſs 
of the Orifices of the Vaſa galactifera, or 
that the Quantity of Milk is very little. In 
both which Caſes the ſucking Infant pulls and 
diſtends ſo violently the Nipple, that he cau- 
ſes theſe Fiffures. 2. If the Ps Saliva be 
very acrid, it cortodes the fame. 3. Aphthe or 
Thruſhes in the Infant's Mouth render it fo 
hot, that by that Means and the purulent 
Matter which it yields in the Time of ſuck- 
ing, the Fifſures may be produced, 4. A Child 

4 5 | who 
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Who has venereal Ulcers in its Mouth will 
be ſubject to the ſame Diſeaſe; as to the Treat- 
ment of this laſt Cauſe, I refer you to that of 
the venereal Diſorders, 

The Breaſt being thus ulcer'd, grows worſe 
by Suction, becomes very often inflamed in 
the affected Part, and the Fiſſures become fo 
large as to make the Nipple fall off. 

The Diagnoſtics of this Evil are manifeſt, as 
to the Prognoſtics, the Diſorder is rarely mortal. 


Cu RE. 


In the Treatment of theſe Fiſſures, we are 
to conſider them when they begin and when 
they are confirmed. 

In the Beginning, let the Patient be bled; 
ſhe ſhould not give ſuck but with the ſound 
Breaſt, nay ſhe ſhould abſolutely deſiſt, from 
ſuckling with either. If the Malady be advanced, 
make an Embrocation on the affected Breaſt with 
Ol. Cer. vel Ol. Vitell. Ovor. the firſt Oil is pre- 
ferable, being leſs acridand leſs ſubject to corrode 
or irritate, than the Oil of Eggs; this being con- 
tinued for ſome Time, let the Ulcers be dried 
up with Ag. Calc, vel. Ag. Alumingſ and when 
the Time comes to cicatrize them, make uſe 
of Emplaſtr. de Cerufſ, vel Diapomphol Un. 
guent. al | Rhaſ; Mel. roſat. vel Amylum. Any of 
the three laſt are preferable to the reſt, being 
more gentle and mild for theſe tender Parts, 
After every. dreſſing you may waſh the Part 


with Lime-water, 
h 4 If 
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If the Fiſſures be larger, the Suppuratio 
and Ulcer profounder than ordinary, the Cure 
will be a little more tedious, and you will be 
obliged to dreſs with ſome Digettive, which 
ſhould: be mild; then proceed to. your drying 
Remedies, as before. | 

If the Nipple falls off tnticely, you ' muſt 
treat the Part with vaſt Caution, according to 

the Method hitherto explain'd. 

The Loſs of the Nipple being of great Conſe- 
quence to Nurſes, they leave nothing untried 
to recover its Uſe by recompenſing the Loſs ; for 
this Purpoſe they order ſome young Perſon who 
ſacks ſtrongly, to ſuck this Part, till by that 
Means it grows long enough to yield ſufficient 
hold to the Infant; others prefer a ſmall In- 
ſtrument of Tin made like the Cup of a Nut, 
but perforated at each End, to be applied on 
the Part where the Nipple was before, that 
by the Compreſſion of this Machine a Kind of 
Nipple may be gradually formed within its 
Cavity. But the two following Methods are 
moſt in Vogue, and leſs inconvenient; the 
firſt conſiſts in the Uſe of a glaſs Cup formed 
like the Breaſt, and perforated in its Top, 
to yield a Paſſage to the Part where the Nip- 
ple ſhould: be form'd; this they apply very 
cloſely to the Breaſt, which afterwards ſhould 
be ſuck'd by an adult Perſon in the Part 
where the Nipple was before, which preſents 
it ſelf thro' the Hole in the Summity. This 
is repeated, till the Nipple is long enough. 
The ſecond Method 1 oe to any; it con- 

ſiſts 
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ſiſts in the Uſe of an ordinary glaſs Bottle, 
which is well warmed by filling it with hot 
Water, or otherwiſe, then lay its Mouth on 
the Part where the Nipple ſhould appear ; 
the Air in the Bottle being thus rarified, the 
Milk of the Breaſt begins, by the external Com- 
preſſion of the Alr, to diſtil by Drops into it; 
thus the Compreſſion of the Mouth of the Bot- 
tle on the Part, with the Diſtention which the 
Milk makes, extends the Nipple, ſo that by 
repeating this Action it becomes long e- 
nough. | 

As to the Tinkling which the Patient, as 
well in the preſent as in ſeveral of the form- 
er Caſes, may feel, let her inſtil into her 
Ear a little of the Decoction of Millepedes 
alone, or rather mix'd with Oil, and it will 
remove the Diſorder. 

Tho' ſome fancy that if the Nurſe's Milk 
ſinks in Water ſhe is with Child, & e contra, 
yet this is a Chimera without any Foundation, 
The Coloſtrum or Breaſt Milk, which is, before 
or towards the End of the Febris lactea, ob- 
ſerved in the Breaſts, is very providently intended 
by Nature to purge the Infant of the Me- 
conium ; ſo he may ſuck it, if he is not other- 
wiſe purged. 


C HA. 


474 OF THE DISEASES 


/ l . 4 * F 
. f * , - « | ' : 1 
4 5 # 3 
4 , „ 
. 9 * . 


The Manner 0 F treating pregnant and 
| | parturient Women. 


S our preſent Explication is built on ſe- 
veral practical Rules hitherto deliver'd, 
and varies little from them; it ſhall be there- 
fore very ſhort: For Tl content myſelf to 
fketch out only the principal Remedies which 
are employed, for Women in the above two 

States. | | 
Theſe are Bleeding, Emetics, Quinguina, and 
Aperitives: All which ſhould be very cauti- 
oufly preſcribed, tho* they rarely have any 
bad Effects, or procure Abortion, otherwiſe 
theſe Accidents would have been more fre- 
quent, nor are they to be dreaded if they are 
not exhibited very largely and frequently; 
wherefore theſe Remedies never procure Ab- 
ortion directly even in this Senſe, without ſome 
particular Circumſtances, as ſome previous 
DiſSofition of the Mother, &c. For how often 
do we ſee bleeding, purging &c. liberally ad- 
miniſtred without any ill Conſequence of this 
Kind: Yet, as theſe Diſpoſitions very often 
tie hid from us, we ſhould never order ſuch 
Remedies, but in ſome manifeſt Danger of 
the Woman, which cannot be avoided other- 
wiſe, and then we may order them purſuant 
to the critical Deciſion I have given before 
_ touching 
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touching the Mother and Infant's Life: For 
when we have very probable Reaſons that the 
Mother, or Infant, or both together, may periſh 
thro' the Diſorders of the former, we are 
always to fave her Life at the Expence 
of her Infant, when it cannot be otherwiſe 
avoided: Now of the Remedies. _ 

1. Bleeding may be inſtituted in all Stages 
of pregnancy; nay 1n the Foot, if the Patient 
has violent Head-achs, Delirium, malignant 
Fever, or ſuch like Affections of the Head; 
as alſo. in an Ery/ipelas of the Face, wherein 
bleeding in the Foot is not only abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, but alſo the principal Remedy; it is 
likewiſe done in the Quinzy, and many o- 
ther preſſing Diſorders of pregnant Women; 
but if they be mild, and the Advantage 
of bleeding in the Foot does not conſiderably 


ſurpaſs that of the Arm, let it be performed 


in the latter, | 

The general Precautions to be obſerv'd in 
the bleeding of the Patient, are principally to 
bleed firſt in the Arm, if the Caſe does not 
very much preſs; this Bleeding may be repeated 
two or three Times pro re nata : If it does 
not ſucceed, order a bleeding in the Foot; 
nor ſhould this bleeding be precipitately 
ordered, 

2. This Practice varies according as Preg- 
nancy is advanced; for bleeding in the Foot 
is very dangerous, vg. in the firſt or ſecond 
Month, before the Placenta is ſufficiently 
connected to the Uterus; nay the Death of 

the 
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the Mother ſhould be apprehended, before it 
ſhould be ordered. I rarely order it before 
the fifth. Month. I was once called to ſee a 
Patient big with Child, having a violent Fe- 
ver with ſeveral Affections of the Head, &c, 
which gave me Room to ſuſpect ſhe had the 
ſmall Pox: Wherefore, ſeeing the eminent 
Danger ſhe was in, I order'd her a bleeding 
in the Foot, which ſurprized all the Aſſiſ- 
tants, ſaying that ſhe would unavoidably loſe 
her Infant, nor would the Surgeon without 
ſome Difficulty perform it. But after I told 
them my Reaſons and convinced them of 
the Neceſſity of this Practice, the bleeding in 
the Foot was performed with ſome Reluc- 
tance. Soon after the ſmall Pox began to 
appear, and the Patient was cured without 
any Detriment to her Infant, to the great 
Aſtoniſhment of all her Acquaintance. 

2. Emetics or Cathartics as the Patient's 
State will indicate; both which, particularly the 
former, are uſeful when the pregnant Woman 
has any conſiderable Affections of the Head, 
as Lethargy, Apoplexy, Delirium, Somnolen- 
cy, malignant, or continent Fevers, great In- 
digeſtions, and ſeveral other Diſorders, wherein 
this Remedy is indicated. But more eſpeci- 
ally when Nature ſeems to affect vomiting, 
and if this is habitual; for the Axiom, 
Vomitus Vomitu curatur, has Place in ſuch a 
Symptom, Yet you are to obſerve the ſame 
Rule here as in the preceding Caſes, vig. you 


are to avoid theſe deciſive Remedies, if you 
| can 
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can poſſibly recoyer the Patient without them: 
Nor are you to employ them when the Matter 
is even doubtful. But when you are morally 
ſure the Mother cannot otherwiſe eſcape, you 
are to make uſe of them, and when once you are 
determined to exhibit them, you ſhould pre- 
vent their ill Conſequences. The principal 
one is the general Motion and Shock they give 
the whole Body, which is the greater, the 
emptier the Stomach is; for vomiting without 
a Diſcharge is the worſt of all. To avoid, this 
Inconveniency, before the Exhibition of the 
Emetic, the Patient is to drink plentifully of a 
fimple Priſan, or of a Decoction of Carduus Be- 
nedictus. In general, I rarely order an Emetic 
for a pregnant Woman before the fourth or 
fifth Month of her Pregnancy, but never in the 
Firſt, &c. if ſome of the preceeding extraor- 
dinary Caſes do not oblige me. 

The Bark I ſeldom or never order, if the 
Patient has not a Fever with ſenſible Redou- 
blements. Yet this Remedy in a ſmall Doſe 
isvery good to promote Digeſtion ; and conſe- 
quently may be ſerviceable to the Infant: Nay 
ſome pregnant Women take a ſmall Quantity 
of it at every Meal. But as it attenuates. the 
Blood, it may provoke the Men/irua, This 
Inconveniency nevertheleſs is prevented, by ſuf- 
ficient bleeding before the Uſe of the Bark, 
and next to order it ina Tincture, in order. 
to diminiſh and mitigate its attenuative Qua- 
lity. Nor did I ever diſcover any bad Effects 
therefrom, when exhibited with theſe Cauti- 

1 | ons. 
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ons. Tho when it firſt appeared in Europe, 
ſeveral Phyficians roſe up againſt it, thro' the 
bad Effects they related of it, which I am 
more apt to attribute to its prepoſterous Ap- 
plication, than to any Quality of its own. 

Aperitives are alſo ſometimes neceſſary dur- 
ing Pregnancy, as when the Patient is attacked 
with the Jaundice, obſtructed Glands, Ge. 
They are borrowed from the Preparations of 
Iron or Mercury. | 

As to the Uſe of Aperitives, you are ſtill to 
obſerve the ſame Rule, v/z. to employ them 
when they are abſolutely neceffary with Re- 
card to the Mother. But you muſt always 
ſufficiently dilute her Blood, ordering but ſmall 
Doſes of the Aperitives, to palliate rather than 
cure her Diſorders, till you can treat her with 
lefs conſtraint after Delivery, 

There are two Remedies ſometimes em- 
ployed in Pregnancy, whoſe Uſe is very much 
difputed, ſome being extremely prejudiced for, 
others againſt them. Theſe are cooling mine- 
ral Waters, which are taken warm, and Baths. 
I own theſe Waters have been formerly very 
prejudicial to pregnant Women, who uſed to 
drink five or fix Pints in a Morning of them, 
Bat modern Phyſicians are more reſerved in 
this Caſe, and rarely recommend above a Pint 
and an half at a Time of them, which preg- 
nant Women may take without any Danger. 

Baths are like wiſe uſeful ; nor can I compre- 
hend how they may be hurtful to theſe Patients. 


I own that by compreſſing the Surface of the 
Body, 
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Body, they may drive the Blood more plenti- 5 
fully to the Viſcerà and to the Matrix. But 
this is Momentary, and incapable in almoſt all 
Caſes to ſeparate the Placenta from the Uterus, 
as ſome imagine it will. And this is ſufficiently. 
recompenſed by deriving the Blood ſoon after- 
- wards to the Surface of the Body, thro' the 
Relaxation produced therein by the Bath; and 
who would refuſe to employ theſe Remedies” 
in a Nephritic Cholic, and ſeveral other Caſes 
of the ſame Kind. Vet a prudent Phyſician 
ſhould ſometimes avoid their Uſe, in order to 
preſerve his Reputation ; for Fear, if he miſ- 
carried, it may be attributed to his Igno- 
rance,, ſeeing the Matter is not yet decided by 
all Phy ficians, 

In the next Place it will not be amiſs to 
ſay ſomething of the Uſe of the ſame Reme- 
dies in the acute Drſorders of deliver'd Women. 

1. When bleeding is indicated in General, 
or as it is evacuative, it may be indifferently 
performed either in the Leg or Arm, except 
when the Abdomen, or any Part under the Dia- 
pbrag ma, is affected with Inflammation: Then 
in particular it ſhould be ordered in the Arm; 
in moſt other Affections of the ſame Parts, 
it may be done in the Foot. But as ſome are 
afraid of this, to avoid Cenſure, it's better 
to follow the common Practice. If the Lochia 
are diminiſhed, and it they be ſtill ſanguin, 
bleed in the Foot, to reſtore them. But if 
they be intirely ſuppreſſed, Nature muſt not 
be forced; ſo it is better to bleed in the * 
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2. If during the Suppreſſion of the Lochia, 
the Patient has ſeveral Affections of the Head, 
order an Emetic, to remove. the latter, and 
provoke the former. But you may object, 
that the Lochia may be very abundant, and 
that the Diſorders of the Head may ſtill ſub- 
fiſt, This Caſe I own is very difficult, and 
| | perhaps unreaſonable, that I may not ſay im- 
poſſible, and tho' it occurred, I would not 
order the Emetic. But I would rather leave 
the whole to Nature. 
3. If the Patient has an intermitting Fever, the 
Bark may be exhibited, eſpecially if the Lo- 
chia do not flow well : For it checks the Fe- 
ver, and augments the Lochia; wherefore I 
would not recommend it: When theſe are plen- 
. tiful, or if the Fever abſolutely require it, let 
| it be given in a ſmall Doſe in a boiled Emul- 
ſion. | 
4. Aperitivesare rarely given after Delivery, 
eſpecially if the Lochia flow well if not, or 
if any other preſſing Circumſtance demands 
them, they may be cautiouſly exhibited, 


— —— — — — —— — 


e 


